5_L~  I 


Digitized  by  Google 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE 

HISTORY 

OF  THE 

/ 

DECLINE  and  FALL 

OF  THE 

ROMAN  EMPIRE. 

VOL.  IX. 


. Digitized  by  Google 


( 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE 


HISTORY 

OF  THE 

PECLINE  and  FALL 

OF  THE 

ROMAN  EMPIRE. 


By  EDWARD  GIBBON,  Efg; 


PRINTED  FOR  A.  STRRHAN  ; AND  Tf.  CABELL, 

IN  THE  STRAND. 

Id  DCC  XC, 

. ' Digitized  by  Google 


Digitized  by  Google 


r 


TABLE  of  CONTENTS 


OF  TH? 


NINTH  'VOLUME* 


CHAP.  XL  VIII. 

Plan  of  the  four  laj}  Volumes.— Succeffion  and  Cha- 
racters of  the  Greek  Emperors  of  Conjlantinoplc  j from  th( 
Time  of  Heraclius  to  the  Latin  Conquejt. 


J^EFECTSof  the  Byzantine  Hiitory 

Pa  gc 
1 

' AS  Jts  Connection  with  the  Revolutions  of  the  World  ? 

rian  of  the  four  lalt  Volumes 

Second  Marriage  and  Death  of  Heraclius 

641  Conftantine  III. 

ib. 

9 

- 10 

Heracleonas  - . 

11 

Punilhment  of  Martina  and  Heracleonas 

12 

Conftans  II.  . . „ 

13 

000  Conltantine  IV.  Pogonatus  _ 

»s 

O85  Julliiuan  II. 

*7 

— 7U5*  Wls  frxile  . 

*9 

705 — 7 1 1 . His  keltoration  and  Death 

- 20 

711  Philippicus  ^ 

713  Anaftafius  II.  . ~ ~ 

24 

710  Tlieodolius  III.  ; ~ 

ib. 

71S  J_ieo  111.  the  Ifaurian 

2; 

741  v^oiuldiitinc  V.  Copronymus 

2 6 

775  Leo  IV.  - _ “ 

29 

7<>o  Coiillantwie  VI.  and  Irene 

31 

792  Irene  - ^ 

Voi,.  IX.  a 

34 

802  Nice* 

Digitized  by  Google 


yi 


CONTENTS. 


A.  D. 

P*Ke 

802  Nicephorus  I.  - 

31 

811  Stauracius  - 

ib. 

Michael  I.  Rhartgabe  - 

36 

Hi  3 Leo  V.  the  Armenian  - - 

V 

820  Michael  II.  the  Stammerer  • - 

40 

829  Theophilus  - 

41 

842  Michael  III.  " 

41 

867  Bafil  I.  the  Macedonian 

48 

886  Leo  VI.  the  Philofopher  - 

5? 

91 1 Alexander,  Conllantine  VII.  Porphyrogenitas 

17 

919  Romanus  I.  Lecapenus  - 

18 

Chriftopher,  Stephen,  Conllantine  VIII. 

19 

945  Conflantine  VII.  - - - - 

60 

959  Romanus  II.  junior  - 

61 

963  Nicephorus  II.  Phocas 

62 

969  John  Zimifces,  Bafil  II.  Conllantine  IX. 

6i 

976  Bafil  II.  and  Conllantine  IX.  . - 

67 

>025  Conllantine  IX.  ... 

69 

1028  Romanus  III.  Argyrus 

ib. 

1034  Michael  IV.  the  Papldagonian 

7* 

1041  Michael  y.  Calaphates  ... 

7* 

1042  Zoe  and  Theodora  - 

ib. 

Conflantine  X.  Monomachus 

ib. 

1054  Theodora  - 

7? 

1056  Michael  VI.  Stratioticus 

ib. 

1037  Ifaac  I.  Comnenus  - - 

74 

’1059  Conllantine  XI.  Ducas  ... 

77 

*1067  Eudocia 

ib. 

Romanus  III.  Diogenes 

ib. 

1071  Michael  VII.  Parapinaces,  Andronicus  I.  Conltan 

- 

tine  XII.  - 

ib. 

1078  Nicephorus  III.  Botaniates 

80 

1081  Alexius  I.  Comnenus  , 

8? 

Hi8  John,  or  Calo- Johannes  - - - 

86 

1143  Manuel  - 

88 

1180  Alexius  II.  .... 

92 

Charafler  and  firll  Adventures  of  Andronicus 

ib. 

J 1 8 3 Andronicus  I.  Comnenus  ... 

104 

1185  Ifaac  II.  Angelus  - - 

108 

CHAP. 

* 


Digitized  by  Google 


CONTENTS 


vii 

V 


CHAP,  XLIX. 

Introduflion , IVorJhip , and  Perfecution  of  Images.  — Revolt 
of  Italy  and  Rome  — Temporal  Dominion  of  the  Popes. — 
Conqucft  of  Italy  by  the  Franks.  • E'lablijhment  of  Images. 
— Character  and  Coronation  of  Charlemagne. — Reparation 
i and  Decay  of  the  Roman  Empire  in  the  Wejl.  — Inde- 
pendence of  Italy. — Confutation  of  the  Germanic  Body . 

A.  D. Page 


IntrodufHon  of  Images  into  the  Chriftian  Church 

1 12 

Their  Worlhip  . - - 

”5 

The  Image  of  Edefla  - - - 

1 16 

Its  Copies 

Oppofition  to  lmage-svorihip 
726 — 840  Leo  the  Iconoclait,  and  his  Succeffors 

1 20 

121 

,23 

754  Their  Synod  at  Conftantinople 

I35 

Their  Creed 

126 

726—77?.  Their  Perfecution  of  the  Images  and  Monks 

127 

State  of  Italy  - - 

130 

727  Epiftles  of  Gregory  II.  to  the  Emperor 

>34 

728  Revolt  of  Italy  - - - 

>37 

Republic  of  Rome  - 

142 

710 — 752.  Rome  attacked  by  the  Lombards 

144 

754  Her  Deliverance  by  Pepin  - - 147 

774  Conqueft  of  Lombardy  by  Charlemagne  - 150 

75 1.  753.  768.  Pepin  and  Charlemagne,  Kings  of 

France  - - , - - ib. 

Patricians  of  Rome 

I?2 

Donations  of  Pepin  and  Charlemagne  to  the  Popes 

I56 

Forgery  of  the  Donation  of  Conftantine 

*59 

780  Reitoration  of  Images  in  the  halt  by  the  Emprefs 

Irene  - - - 

16? 

787  VIIth  General  Council,  II>*  of  Nice 

164 

842  Final  Eftablilhment  of  Images  by  the  Emprefs  Theo- 
dora 

1 66 

794  Reludtance  of  the  Franks  and  of  Charlemagne 

167 

774—800.  Final  Separation  of  the  Popes  from  the 

Eallern  Empire  - 

169 

a 2 800  C o« 


Digitized  by  Google 


contents; 


At  D.  Page 

800  Coronation  of  Charlemagne  as  Emperor  of  Rome  and 
of  the  Welt - - iji 


•76S7— 8 1 4.  Reign  and  Chara&er  of  Charlemagne 

174 

Extent  of  his  Empire 

180 

France  - , . 

ib. 

Spain  - - , . 

1 8 1 

Italy  - , . T 

r8z 

Germany  - 

183 

Hungary  - - - 

184 

His  Neighbours  and  Enemies 

185 

His  Succeflors  ' - 

187 

814 — 887.  In  Italy  - - 

ib. 

91 1 In  Germany  - 

188 

987  In  France  ... 

ib. 

814—840.  Lewis  the  Pious  - * 

ib. 

840 — 8;6.  Lothaire  I.  - 

180 

856 — 875.  Lewis  II.  - - 

ib. 

888  Divifion  of  the  Empire  - - 

ib. 

962  Otho,  King  of  Germany,  reftores  and  appropriates 

the  Weftern  Empire 

190 

Tranfasftions  of  the  Weftern  and  Eaftern  Empires 

191 

loo — 1060.  Authority  of  the  Emperors  in  the  Ele&ions 

of  the  Popes 

*95 

Diforders  - 

>97 

1073  Reformation  and  Claims  of  the  Church 

>99 

Authority  of  the  Emperors  in  Rome  - 

200 

932  Revolt  of  Alberic  - - 

201 

967  Of  Pope  John  XII.  * - 

202 

998.  Of  the  Conful  Crefcentius 

774—1250.  The  Kingdom  of  Italy  . 

204 

1152— 1190.  Frederic  I.  - - 

207 

'iiqS — 1250.  Frederic  II.  - 

208 

814 — 1250.  Independence  of  die  Princes  of  Germany 

ib. 

1250  The  Germanic  Conftitution  - 

211 

1347—1378.  Weaknefs  and  Poverty  of  the  German  Em- 

peror  Charles  IV. 

213 

1356  His  Oftentation  ... 

215 

Contrail:  of  the  Power  and  Modcfty  »f  Auguftus 

2)6 

C H A P, 


Digitized  by  Google 


CONTENTS. 


CHAP,  JL. 


IX 


Defription  of  Arabia  and  its  Inhabitants. — Birth,  Cha- 
racter, and  DoCJrine  of  Mahomet. — He  preaches  at 
Mecca. — Flies  to  Medina.— Propagates  his  Religion  by 
the  Sword. — Voluntary  or  reluctant  SubmiJJion  of  the  Arabs. 
— His  Death  and  Succejfors — The  Claims  and  Fortunes  of 
Ali  and  his  Defendants, 


A.  D. 


Defcription  of  Arabia 
The  Soil  and  Climate  - , - 

Divifion  of  the  Sandy,  the  Stony,  and  the  Happy 
Arabia  ... 

Manners  of  the  Bedotveens,  or  Paftoral  Arabs 
The  Horfe  ... 

The  Camel  ... 

Cities  of  Arabia  * 

Mecca  - ■*  - 

' Her  Trade  ... 

National  Independence  of  the  Arabs 
Their  domeftic  Freedom  and  Character 
Civil  Wars  and  private  Revenge 
Annual  Truce  ... 

Their  focial  Qualifications  ar,d  Virtues 
Love  of  Poetry 
Examples  of  Generofity 
Ancient  Idolatry  - . . - 

The  Caaba,  or  Temple  of  Mecca 
Sacrifices  and  Rites 
Introduction  of  the  Sabians 
The  Magians  - . 

The  Jews 
The  Chriftians 

569—609.  Birth  and  Education  of  Mahomet 
Deliverance  of  Mecca  - . 

Qualifications  of  the  Prophet 
One  God  . - 


P*S« 
219 
2 JO 


222 

223 
.224 
225 

• 226 

.237 

228 

229 
• 233 

236 
239 
- ib. 

241 

242 

243 
245 
247 

2 49 

250 

251 
ib. 

253 

2 54 
256 
260 
Mahomet 


Digitized  by  Google 


CONTENTS 


A.  P. Page  ■ 


Mahomet  the  Apoftle  of  God,  and  the  lad  of  the 

Prophets  - - - 

263 

Mofes 

264 

Jefus 

263 

• The  Koran 

267 

Miracles 

270 

Precepts  of  Mahomet— Prayer,  Falling,  Alms 

273 

Refurredlion 

277 

Hell  and  Paradife  - ' - 

279 

6oq  Mahomet  preaches  at  Mecca 

282 

615—622.  Is  oppofed  by  the  Koreilh 

2 86 

622  And  driven  from  Mecca 

2 88 

622  Received  as  Prince  of  Medina 

290 

622 — 652.  His  regal  Dignity 

292 

He  declares  War  againft  the  Infidels 

294 

His  defenfive  Wars  againft  the  Koreifh  of  Mecca 

29S 

625  Battle  ofBeder 

300 

Of  Ohud  - 

301 

625  The  Nations,  or  the  Ditch 

302 

•'623 — 627.  Mahomet  fubdues  the  Jews  of  Arabia 

ib. 

629  Submiflion  of  Mecca  * . - 

3°? 

629—632.  Gonqueft  of  Arabia 

309 

•629,  630.  Firft  War  of  the  Mahometans  againft  the  Ro- 
man Empire 

632  Death  of  Mahomet 

312 

316 

v v His  Gharadter  - 

320 

Private  Life  of  Mahomet 

324 

His  Wives  v - 

325 

And  Children  ... 

328 

• - Charadter  of  Ali 

329 

632  Reign  of  Abubeker 

33* 

■634 of  Omar  - S 

332 

644  of  Othman 

333 

- *•  Difcord  of  the  Turks  and  Perfians 

334 

635  Death  of  Othman 

336 

635— 660.  Reign  of  Ali  - » 

337 

6135,  or  661 — 680.  Reign  of  Moawiyah 

34* 

680  Death  of  Hofein  • 

342 

Pofterity  of  Mahomet  and  Ali 

34<» 

Succefs  of  Mahomet  - - 

349 

Permanency 


/ 


Digitized  by  Google 


CONTENTS. 


*» 


A.Dv 

Permanency  of  his  Religion 
His  Merit  towards  his  Country 


P.g. 

3i2 

2i» 


C_H-A^E,  _LL 

77;e  Conquejl  of  Perfia,  Syria , Egypt,  Africa , and  Spain , 
f&r  Arabs  or  Saracens. — Empire  of  tht  Caliphs , or  Suc- 
cejfors  of  Mahomet.— State  of  the  Chrijiiam , &V. 
their  Government. 


A.  D. 

6 32  Union  of  the  Arabs  - - 

Character  of  their  Caliphs 

Their  Conquefts - 

Invafion  of  Persia 

636  Battle  of  Cadefia - 

Foundation  of  Baflnra 

637  SackofMadayn . 

Foundation  of  Cufa 

637—631.  Conq  ubft  of  Perfia 
65 1 Death  of  the  laft  King 
710  The  Conqueft  of  Tranfoxiana 

632  Invafion  of  Syria 

Siege  of  Bofra - 

633  — — ofDamafcus 

633  Battle  of  Aiznadin 

The  Arabs  return  to  Damafms 

634  The  City  is  taken  by  Storm  and  Capitulation 
Purfuit  of  the  Damafcenea 

Fair  of  Abyla 

63;  Sieges  of  Heliopolis  and  Emefa 

636  Battle  of  Yermuk - 

637  Conqueft  of  Jerufalem 

638  of  Aleppo  and  Antioch 

Flight  of  Heraclius 

End  of  the  Syrian  War 
633 — 639.  The  Conquerors  of  Syria 
639 — 655.  Progrefs  of  the  Syrian  Conquerors 
Ecypt.  Charafler  and  Life  of  Amrou 
638  Invafion  of  Egypt 


P*g« 

314 

317 

361 

364 

l6i 

368 

ib. 

324 
37* 
321 
377 
379 
382 
38i 

388 

39* 

394 

397 

4bo 

402 

406 

4” 

4*4 

41S 

420 

421 
4*3 

325 

427 

The 


Digitized  by  Google 


Xii 


CONTENTS. 


A.  D. 

The  Cities  of  Memphis,  Babylon,  and  Cairo 
Voluntary  Submiffion  of  the  Copts  or  Jacobites 
Siege  and  Conqueft  of  Alexandria 
The  Alexandrian  Library 
Adminiftration  of  Egypt 
Riches  and  Populoufnefs 

647  Africa.  Firft  Invafion  by  Abdallah  * 

The  Praefeft  Gregory  and  his  Daughter 
Viftory  of  the  Arabs 

665—689.  Progrefs  of  the  Saracens  in  Africa 
670 — 675.  Foundation  of  Cairoan 
692—698.  Conqueft  of  Carthage 
698 — 709.  Final  Conqueft  of  Africa 
Adoption. of  the  Moors 

709  Spain.  Firft  Temptations  and  Defigns  of  the  Arabs 
State  of  the  Gothic  Monarchy 

710  The  firft  Defeent  of  the  Arabs 

7 1 1 Their  fecond  Defeent  and  Viftory 

Ruin  of  the  Gothic  Monarchy  «. 

712,  713.  Conqueft  of  Spain  by  Mufa 
714  Difgrace  of  Mufa  • 

Prosperity  of  Spain  under  the  Arabs 
Religious  Toleration 
Propagation  of  Mahometifm 
Fall  of  the  Magians  of  Perfia' 

749  Decline  and  Fall  of  Chriftianity  in  Africa 
1149  And  Spain 

Toleration  of  the  Chriftians 
Their  Hardfhips 
7 1 8 The  Empire  of  the  Caliphs 


P*3* 

429 

43 1 
435 
439 

443 

444 

448 

450 

451 
454 
459 
461 

463 

466 

467 
469 
47* 
47* 
475 
478 
483 
486 

489 

490 

491 

495 

496 

498 

499 

500 


THB 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE 


HISTORY 

OF  THE 

DECLINE  and  FALL 

OF  THE 

ROMAN  EMPIRE. 


CHAP.  XLVIII. 

Plan  of  the  four  laft  Volumes. — Succejfton  and 
Characters  of  the  Greek  Emperors  of  Conftan- 
tinople , from  the  Time  of  Heraclius  to  the 
Latin  Conquejl. 

IH  A V E now  deduced  from  Trajan  to  Con- 
ftantine,  from  Conllantine  to  Heraclius,  the  re- 
gular feries  of  the  Roman  emperors  •,  and  faith- 
fully expofed  the  profperous  and  adverfe  fortunes 
of  their  reigns.  Five  centuries  of  the  decline  and 
fall  of  the  empire  have  already  elapfed  ■,  but  a pe- 
riod of  more  than  eigjit  hundred  years  ftill  fepa- 
rates  me  from  the  term  of  my  labours,  the  taking 
, Vol.  IX.  B of 
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of  Conftantinople  by  the  Turks.  Should  I per- 
severe in  the  fame  courfe,  fhould  I obferve  the 
fame  meafure,  a prolix  and  (lender  thread  would 
be  Spun  through  many  a volume,  nor  would  the 
patient  reader  find  an  adequate  reward  of  inftruc- 
tion  or  amufement.  At  every  ftep  as  we  fink 
deeper  in  the  decline  and  fall  of  the  Eaftern  em- 
pire, the  annals  of  each  Succeeding  reign  would 
impofe  a more  ungrateful  and  melancholy  tafk. 
Thefe  annals  muft  continue  to  repeat  a tedious  and 
uniform  tale  of  weaknefs  and  milery  ; the  natural 
connexion  of  caufes  and  events  would  be  broken 
by  frequent  and  hafty  tranfitions,  and  a minute 
accumulation  of  circumftances  muft  deflroy  the 
light  and  effedt  of  thofe  general  pictures  which 
compofe  the  ufe  and  ornament  of  a remote  hiftory. 
From  the  time  of  Heraclius,  the  Byzantine  theatre 
is  contracted  and  darkened : the  line  of  empire, 
which  had  been  defined  by  the  laws  of  Juftinian 
and  the  arms  of  Belifarius,  recedes  On  all  fides 
from  our  view:  the  Roman  name,  the  proper 
fubjedt  of  our  inquiries,  is  reduced  to  a narrow 
corner  of  Europe,  to  the  lonely  Suburbs  of  Con- 
ftantinople ; and  the  fate  of  the  Greek  empire  has 
been  compared  to  that  of  the  Rhine,  which  lofes 
itfelf  in  the  fands,  before  its  waters  can  mingle 
with  the  ocean.  The  Scale  of  dominion  is  diminilh- 
ed  to  our  view  by  the  diftance  of  time  and  place: 
nor  is  the  lofs.  of  external  Splendour  compenfated 
by  the  nobler  gifts  of  virtue  and  genius.  In  the 
laft  moments  of  her  decay,  Conftantinople  was 
doubtlefs  more  opulent  and  populous  than  Athens 
at  her  moll  flourifhing  asra,  when  a Scanty  fum  of 

'ft* 


Digitized  by  Google 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE. 


•3* 

fix  thoufand  talents,  or  twelve  hundred  thoufand  ^^v^nP‘ 

pounds  fterling,  was  poffeffed  by  twenty-one  thou-  > y i 

land  male  citizens  of  an  adult  age.  But  each  of 
thefe  citizens  was  a freeman,  who  dared  to  affert 
the  liberty  of  his  thoughts,  words,  and  adtions ; 
whole  perfon  and  property  were  guarded  by  equal 
law;  and  who  exerciled  his  independent  vote  in 
the  government  of  the  republic.  Their  numbers 
feem  ta  be  multiplied  by  the  ftrong  and  various 
difcriminations  of  character : under  the  Ihield  of 
freedom,  on  the  wings  of  emulation  and  vanity, 
each  Athenian  afpired  to  the  level  of  the  national 
dignity  : from  this  commanding  eminence,  fome 
chofen  fpirits  foared  treyond  the  reach  of  a vulgar 
eye  ; and  the  chances  of  fuperior  merit  in  a great 
and  populous  kingdom,  as  they  are  proved  by  ex- 
perience, would  excufe  the  computation  of  ima- 
ginary millions.  The  territories  of  Athens,  Sparta, 
and  their  allies,  do  not  exceed  a moderate  pro- 
vince of  France  or  England  : but  after  the  tro- 
phies of  Salamis  and  Platsea,  they  expand  in  our 
fancy  to  the  gigantic  fize  of  Alia,  which  had  been 
trampled  under  the  feet  of  the  viftorious  Greeks. 

But  the  fubjedts  of  the  Byzantine  empire,  who 
afifume  and  dilhonour  the  names  both  of  Greeks 
and  Romans,  prelent  a dead  uniformity  of  abjedt 
vices,  which  are  neither  foftened  by  the  weaknefs 
of  humanity,  nor  animated  by  the  vigour  of  me- 
morable crimes.  The  freemen  of  antiquity  might 
repeat  with  generous  enthufiafm  the  fentence  of 
Homer,  “ that  on  the  firft  day  of  his  fervitude, 
the*  captive  is  deprived  of  one  half  of  his  manly 
**  virtue.”  But  the  poet  had  only  feen  the  effects 
* . ' B 2 of 
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of  civil  or  domeftic  flavery,  nor  could  he  fore- 
tell that  the  fecond  moiety  of  manhood  muft  be 
annihilated  by  the  fpiritual  defpotifm,  which 
fhackles,  not  only  the  actions,  but  even  the 
thoughts  of  the  proftrate  votary.  By  this  double 
yoke,  the  Greeks  were  opprefled  under  the  fuc- 
ceffors  of  Heraclius;  the  tyrant,  a law  of  eternal 
juftice,  was  degraded  by  the  vices  of  his  fubjeCts; 
and  on  the  throne,  in  the  camp,  in  the  fchools, 
we  learch,  perhaps  with  fruitlefs  diligence,  the 
names  and  characters  that  may  deferve  to  be  re- 
fcued  from  oblivion.  Nor  are  the  defeCts  of  the 
fubjeCt  compenfated  by  the  (kill  and  variety  of  the 
painters.  Of  a fpace  of  eight  hundred  years,  the 
four  firft  centuries  are  overfpread  with  a cloud 
interrupted  by  fome  faint  and  broken  rays  of  hif- 
toric  light : in  the  lives  of  the  emperors,  from 
Maurice  to  Alexius,  Bafil  the  Macedonian  has 
alone  been  the  theme  of  a feparate  work ; and  the 
abfence,  or  lofs,  or  imperfection  of  contemporary 
evidence,  muft  be  poorly  fupplied  by  the  doubtful 
authority  of  more  recent  compilers.  The  four  laft 
centuries  are  exempt  from  the  reproach  of  penury: 
and  with  the  Comnenian  family,  the  hiftoric  mule 
of  Conftantinople  again  revives,  but  her  apparel  is 
gaudy,  her  motions  are  without  elegance  or  grace. 
A fucceflion  of  priefts,  or  courtiers,  treads  in  each 
other’s  footfteps  in  the  fame  path  of  fervitude  and 
fuperftition  : their  views  are  narrow,  their  judg- 
ment is  feeble  or  corrupt  ; and  we  clofe  the 
volume  of  copious  barrennefs,  ftill  ignorant  of  the 
caufes  of  events,  the  characters  of  the  aCtors,  and 
the  manners  of  the  times,  which  they  celebrate  or 
io  .deplore. 
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deplore.  The  observation  which  has  been  applied  CHAP. 

1 rr  XLVIII 

to  a man,  may  be  extended  to  a whole  people,  » k 

that  the  energy  of  the  fword  is  communicated  to  the 

pen  and  it  will  be  found  by  experience  that  the 

tone  of  hiftory  will  rife  or  fall  with  the  fpirit  of  the 

age. 

From  thefe  considerations,  I Ihould  have  aban-  Tts  connw> 
doned  without  regret  the  Greek  flaves  and  their  tion  with 
fervile  hiftorians,  had  I not  refle&ed  that  the  fate  tions^fthe 
of  the  Byzantine  monarchy  is  paffively  conne&ed  wo,ld- 
with  the  mod  fplendid  and  important  revolutions 
which  have  changed  the  ftate  of  the  world.  The 
fpace  of  the  loft  provinces  was  immediately  re- 
plenished with  new  colonies  and  rifing  kingdoms; 
the  adive  virtues  of  peace  and  war  deferred  from  the 
vanquilhed  to  the  vidlorious  nations;  and  it  is  in 
their  origin  and  conquefts,  in  their  religion  and 
government,  that  we  muft  explore  the  caufes  and 
effedts  of  the  decline  and  fall  of  the  Eaftern  em- 
pire. Nor  will  this  Scope  of  narrative,  the  riches 
and  variety  of  thefe  materials,  be  incompatible 
with  the  unity  of  defign  and  compofition.  As, 
in  his  daily  prayers,  die  Mufulman  of  Fez  or  Delhi 
ftill  turns  his  face  towards  the  temple  of  Mecca, 
the  hiftorian’s  eye  Ihall  b'e  always  fixed  on  the  city 
of  Conftantinople.  The  excurfive  line  may  em- 
brace the  wilds  of  Arabia  and  Tartary,  but  the 
circle  will  be  ultimately  reduced  to  the  decreafing 
limit  of  the  Roman  monarchy. 

On  this  principle  I ftiall  now  eftablifh  the  plan  Plan  of  the 
of  the  four  laft  volumes  of  the  prefent  work.  The  volumes, 
firft  chapter  will  contain,  in  a regular  Series,  the  em- 
perors who  reigned  at  Conftantinople  during  a pe- 
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chap.  ri0d  0f  flx  hundred  years,  from  the  days  of  Hera- 

. clius  to  the  Latin  conqueft:  a rapid  abftradt,  which 

may  be  fupported  by  a general  appeal  to  the  or- 
der and  text  of  the  original  hiftorians.  In  this  in- 
trodudtion,  I £hall  confine  myfelf  to  the  revolutions 
of  the  throne,  the  fuccefiion  of  families,  the  per- 
fonal  charadters  of  the  Greek  princes,  the  mode  of 
their  life  and  death,  the  maxims  and  influence  of 
their  domeftic  government,  and  the  tendency  of 
their  reign  to  accelerate  or  fufpend  the  downfal  of 
the  Eaftern  empire.  Such  a chronological  review 
will  ferve  to  illuftrate  the  various  argument  of  the 
fubfeqoent  chapters  j and  each  circumftance  of  the 
eventful  ftory  of  the  Barbarians  will  adapt  itfelf  in 
, a proper  place  to  the  Byzantine  annals.  The  in- 
ternal ftate  of  the  empire,  and  the  dangerous  he- 
refy  of  the  Paulicians,  which  fhook  the  Eaft  and 
enlightened  the  Weft,  will  be  the  fubjedt  of  two 
feparate  chapters ; but  thefe  inquiries  mud  be 
poftponed  till  our  farther  progrefs  fliall  have  open- 
ed the  view  of  the  world  in  the  ninth  and  tenth 
centuries  of  the  Chriftian  jera.  After  this  founda- 
tion of  Byzantine  hiftory,  the  following  nations 
will  pafs  before  our  eyes,  and  each  will  occupy 
the  fpace  to  which  it  may  be  entitled  by  greatnefs 
or  merit,  or  the  degree  of  connedlion  with  the  Ro- 
man world  and  the  prefent  age.  I.  The  Franks; 
a general  appellation  which  includes  all  the  Bar- 
barians of  France,  Italy,  and  Germany,  who  were 
united  by  the  fword  and  fceptre  of  Charlemagne. 
The  perfecution  of  images  and  their  votaries,  fe- 
parated  Rome  and  Italy  from  the  Byzantine  throne, 
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and  prepared  the  reftoration  of  the  Roman  empire  ^Lviif* 
in  the  Weft.  II.  The  Arabs  or  Saracens.  Three  c— - 
ample  chapters  will  be  devoted  to  this  curious  and 
interefting  objedt.  In  the  firft,  after  a pi&ure  of 
the  country  and  its  inhabitants,  I fhall  inveftigate 
the  character  of  Mahomet ; the  character,  religion, 
and  fuccefs  of  the  prophet.  In  the  fecond  I lhall 
lead  the  Arabs  to  the  conqueft  of  Syria,  Egypt, 
and  Africa,  the  provinces  of  the  Roman  empire  j 
nor  can  I check  their  vidorious  career  till  they 
have  overthrown  the  monarchies  of  Perfia  and 
Spain.  In  the  third  I fhall  inquire  how  Conftan- 
tinople  and  Europe  were  faved  by  the  luxury  and 
arts,  the  divifion  and  decay,  of  the  empire  of  the 
caliphs.  A fingle  chapter  will  include.  III.  The 
Bulgarians,  IV.  Hungarians,  and  V.  Rus- 
sians, who  aflaulted  by  fea  or  by  land  the  provinces 
and  the  capital ; but  the  laft  of  thefe,  fo  important 
* in  their  prefent  greatnefs,  will  excite  fome  curi- 
\ofity  in  their  origin  and  infancy.  VI.  The  Nor- 
mans ; or  rather  the  private  adventures  of  that 
warlike  people,  who  founded  a powerful  kingdom 
in  Apulia  and  Sicily,  fhook  the  throne  of  Con- 
' ftantinople,  difplayed  the  trophies  of  chivalry,  and 
almoft  realized  the  wonders  of  romance.  VII.  The 
Latinsj  the  fubjeds  of  the  pope,  the  nations  of 
the  Weft,  who  enlifted  under  the  banner  of  the 
crofs  for  the  recovery  or  relief  of  the  holy  fepul- 
chre.  The  Greek  emperors  were  terrified  and  pre- 
ferved  by  the  myriads  of  pilgrims  who  marched  to 
Jerufalem  with  Godfrey  of  Bouillon  and  the  peers 
of  Chriftendom.  The  fecond  and  third  crufades 
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chap-  trod  in  the  foctfteps  of  the  firft : Afia  and  Europe 
L-— ^ — j were  mingled  in  a facred  war  of  two  hundred  years  ; 

and  the  Chriftian  powers  were  bravely  refilled,  and 
finally  expelled,  by  Saladin  and  the  Mamalukes 
of  Egypt.  In  thefe  memorable  crufades,  a fleet 
and  army  of  French  and  Venetians  were  diverted 
from  Syria  to  the  Thracian  Bofphorus : they  af- 
faulted  the  capital,  they  fubverted  the  Greek  mo- 
narchy : and  a dynafty  of  Latin  princes  was  feated 
near  threefcore  years  on  the  throne  of  Conftantine. 
VIII.  The  Greeks  themfelves,  during  this  period 
of  captivity  and  exiLe,  muft  be  confidered  as  a fo- 
reign nation ; the  enemies,  and  again  the  fore- 
reigns, of  Conllantinople.  Misfortune  had  re- 
kindled a fpark  of  national  virtue  j and  the  jmpe- 
rial  feries  may  be  continued  with  fome  dignity 
from  their  reftoration  to  theTurkilh  conqueft, 

. IX.  The  Moguls  and  Tartars.  By  the  arms 
- pf  Zingis  and  his  defendants,  the  globe  was 
fhaken  from  China  to  Poland  and  Greece  : the  ful- 
cans  were  overthrown:  the  caliphs  fell,  and  the 
Csefars  trembled  on  their  throne.  The  victories 
of-  Timour  fufpended  above  fifty  years  the  final 
ruin  of  the  Byzantine  empire.  X.  I have  already 
noticed  the . firft  appearance  of  the  T urks,  and 
the  names  of  the  fathers,  of  Seljuk  and  Qthman , 
difcriminate  the  two  fuccelfive  dynafties  of  the  na- 
tion, which  emerged  in  the  eleventh  century  from 
the  Scythian  wilder nefs.  ■ The  former  eftablifbed  a 
potent  and  fplcndid  kingdom  from  the  banks  of  the 
„ Oxus  to  Afrtioch  and  Nice ; and  the  firft  crufade  was 
provoked  by  the  violation  of  Jerufalem  and  the 

' ! ,t-v - V.  danger -r 

V:  . . 
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danger  of Conflantinople.  From  an  humble  ori-  chap. 

gin,  the  Ottomans  arofe,  the  fcourge  and  terror  of  . 

Chriftendom.  Conftantinople  was  befieged  and 
taken  by  Mahomet  II.  and  his  triumph  annihilates 
the  remnant,  the  image,  the  title,  of  the  Roman 
empire  in  the  Eaft.  The  fchifm  of  the  Greeks 
will  be  connedted  with  their  laft  calamities,  and  the 
reftoration  of  learning  in  the  Weftern  world.  I 
fhall  return  from  the  captivity  of  the  new,  to  the 
ruins  of  ancient  Rome  : and  die  venerable  name, 
the  interefting  theme,  will  fhed  a ray  of  glory  on 
the  conclufion  of  my  labours. 


THE  emperorHeraclius  had  punifhed  a tyrant  and 
. jifeended  his  throne ; and  the  memory  of  his  reign 
is  perpetuated  by  the  tranfient  conqueft,  and  irre- 
parable lofs,  of  the  Eaftern  provinces.  After  the 
death  of  Eudocia,  his  firft  wife,  he  difobeyed  the 
patriarch,  and  violated  the  laws,  by  his  fecond 
marriage  with  his  niece  Martina ; and  the  fuper- 
ftition  of  the  Greeks  beheld  the  judgment  of  heaven 
in  the  difeafes  of  the  father  and  the  deformity  of 
his  offspring.  But  the  opinion  of  an  illegitimate 
birth  is  fufficient  to  diftraft  the  choice,  and  loofen 
the  obedjence,  of  the  people:  the  ambition  of 
Martina  was  quickened  by  maternal  love,  and  per-*- 
haps  by  the  envy  of  a ftep- mother;  and  the  aged 
hufband  was  too  feeble  to  withftand  the  arts  of 
conjugal  allurements.  Conftantine,  his  eldefl  fon, 
enjoyed  in  a mature  age  the  title  of  Auguftus  j but 
fhe  weaknefs  of  his  conftitution  required  a col- 
league 
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league  and  a guardian,  and  he  yielded  with  fecret  re- 
luctance to  the  partition  of  the  empire.  The  fe- 
natc  was  fummoned  to  the  palace  to  ratify  or  at- 
teft  the  affociation  of  Heracleonas,  the  fon  of 
Martina : the  impofition  of  the  diadem  was  confe- 
crated  by  the  prayer  and  bleffing  of  the  patriarch  ■, 
the  fenators  and  patricians  adored  the  majefty  of 
tire  great  emperor  and  the  partners  of  his  reign  ; 
and  as  foon  as  the  doors  were  thrown  open,  they 
were  hailed  by  the  tumultuary  but  important  voice 
of  the  foldiers.  After  an  interval  of  five  months, 
the  pompous  ceremonies  which  formed  the  effence 
of  the  Byzantine  ftate  were  celebrated  in  the  ca- 
thedral and  the  hippodrome : the  concord  of  the 
royal  brothers  was  affeCtedly  difplayed  by  the 
younger  leaning  on  the  arm  of  the  elder ; and 


furvived  this  affociation  about  two  years  : his  laft 
teftimony  declared  his  two  fons  the  equal  heirs  of 
the  Eaftern  empire,  and  commanded  them  to  ho- 
nour his  widow  Martina  as  their  mother  and  their 
lovereign. 

When  Martina  firfl  appeared  on  the  throne  with 
the  name  and  attributes  of  royalty,  fhe  was  check- 
ed by  a firm,  though  refpedtful,  oppofition  ; and 
the  dying  embers  of  freedom  were  kindled  by  the 
breath  of  fuperftitious  prejudice.  “ We  reve- 
u rence,”  exclaimed  the  voice  of  a citizen,  “ we 
" reverence  the  mother  of  our  princes  ; but  to 
“ thofe  princes  alone  our  obedience  is  due  j and 
**  Conflantine,  the  elder  emperor,  is  of  an  age 
" to  fuftain,  in  his  own  hands,  the  weight  of  the 
6 “ fceptre. 


the  name  of  Martina  was  mingled  in  the  reluClant 


or  venal  acclamations  of  the  people.  Heraclius 
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« fceptre.  Your  fex  is  excluded  by  nature  from  xlvhF* 
« the  toils  of  government.  How  could  you  com-  u-- y— a 
**  bat,  how  could  you  anfwer,  the  Barbarians,  who, 

« with  hoftile  or  friendly  intentions,  may  approach 
« the  royal  city  ? May  heaven  avert  from  the  Ro- 
“ man  republic  this  national  difgrace,  which  would 
“ provoke  the  patience  of  the  (laves  of  Perfia.” 

Martina  defcended  from  the  throne  with  indigna- 
tion, and  fought  a refuge  in  the  female  apart- 
ment of  the  palace.  The  reign  ofConftantine  the 
third  laftedonly  one  hundred  and  three  days : he  ex- 
pired in  the  thirtieth  year  of  his  age,  and,  although 
his  life  had  been  a long  malady,  a belief  was  enter- 
tained that  poifon  had  been,  the  means,  and  his 
cruel  ftep- mother  the  author,  of  his  untimely 
fate.  Martina  reaped  indeed  the  harveft  of  his  Hcrade- 
death,  and  alTumed  the  government  in  the  name 
of  the  furviving  emperor;  but  the  inceftuous  May»j. 
widow  of  Heraclius  was  univerfally  abhorred ; the 
jealoufy  of  the  people  was  awakened,  and  the  two 
orphans  whom  Conftantine  had  left,  became  the 
objedts  of  the  public  care.  It  was  in  vain  that  the 
fon  of  Martina,  who  was  no  more  than  fifteen 
years  of  age,  was  taught  to  declare  himfelf  the 
guardian  of  his  nephews,  one  of  whom  he  had 
prefented  at  the  baptifmal  font : it  was  in  vain 
that  he  fwore  on  the  wood  of  the  true  crofs,  to 
defend  them  againft  all  their  enemies.  On  his 
death-bed,  the  late  emperor  had  difpatched  a trufiy 
fervant  to  anri  the  troops  and  provinces  of  the  Eaft 
in  the  defence  of  his  helplefs  children  : the  eloquence 
and  liberality  of  Valentin  had  been  fuccefsful,  and 
from  his  camp  ot  Chalcedon,  he  boldly  demanded 

the 


Digitized  by  Google 


12 


THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 


c h A p.  the  punifhment  of  the  aflaflins,  and  the  reftoratiofl 
^xlvih.-  ^ ^ jawfui  heir.  The  licenfe  of  the  foldiers 
who  devoured  the  grapes  and  drank  the  wine  of 
their  Afiatic  vineyards,  provoked  the  citizens  of 
Conftantinople  againft  the  domeftic  authors  of  their 
calamities,  and  the  dome  of  St.  Sophia  re-echoed, 
not  with  prayers  and  hymns,  but  with  the  clamours 
. and  imprecations  of  an  enraged  multitude.  At 
their  imperious  command,  Heracleonas  appeared 
in  the  pulpit  with  the  eldeft  of  the  royal  orphans ; 
Conftans  alone  was  faluted  as  emperor  of  the  Ro- 
mans, and  a crown  of  gold,  which  had  been  taken 
from  the  tomb  of  Hcraclius,  was  placed  on  his 
head,  with  the  folemn  benediftion  of  the  patriarch. 
But  in  the  tumult  of  joy  and  indignation,  the 
church  was  pillaged,  the  fan&uary  was  polluted 
by  a promifcuous  crowd  of  Jews  and  Barbarians; 
and  the  Monothelite  Pyrrhus,  a creature  of  thfc 
emprefs,  after  dropping  a proteftation  on  the  altar, 
efcaped  by  a prudent  flight  from  the  zeal  of  the 
Catholics.  A more  ferious  and  bloody  talk  was 
referved  for  the  fenate,  who  derived  a temporary 
ftrength  from  the  confent  of  the  foldiers  and 
people.  The  fpirit  of  Roman  freedom  revived 
the  ancient  and  awful  examples  of  the  judgment  of 
tyrants,  and  the  Imperial  culprits  were  depofed 
and  condemned  as  the  authors  of  the  death  of  Con- 
Punifh-  ftantine.  But  the  feverity  of  the  confcript  fathers 
Martina  was  ftained  by  the  indifcriminate  punifhment  of 
and  Hera.-  t]ie  innocent  and  the  guilty  : Martina  and  Hera- 
A-D.  64.1,  cleonas  were  fentenced  to  the  amputation,  the 
September.  *former  0f  her  tongue,  the  latter  of  his'  nofe ; and 
;tfrer  this  cruel  execution,  they  confumed  the  re- 
mainder 
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mainder  of  their  days  in  exile  and  oblivion.  The  ^vm* 
Greeks  who  were  capable  of  reflexion  might  find  — j 

fome  conlolation  for  their  fervitude,  by  obferving 
the  abufe  of  power  when  it  was  lodged  for  a mo- 
ment in  the  hands  of  an  ariftocracy. 

_ We  fhall  imagine  ourfelves  tranfported  five  Con  flans 
hundred  years  backwards  to  the  age  of  the  Anto-  g*',  ASe^- 
nines,  if  we  liften  to  the  oration  which  Conftans  timber. 
II.  pronounced  in  the  twelfth  year  of  his  age  be- 
fore the  Byzantine  fenate.  After  returning  his 
thanks  for  the  juft  punilhment  of  the  afifafiins  who 
had  intercepted  the  faireft  hopes  of  his  father’s 
reign,  “ By  the  divine  providence,”  laid  the 
young  emperor,  “ and  by  your  righteous  decree, 

<f  Martina  and  her  inceftuous  progeny  have  been 
<c  call  headlong  from  the  throne.  Your  maiefty  ^ . 
“ and  wifdom  have  prevented  the  Roman  ftate 
**  from  degenerating  into  lawlefs  tyranny.  I there- 
“ fore  exhort  and  bcfeech  you  to  ftand  forth  as  the 
“ counfellors  and  judges  of  the  common  fafety.” 

The  fcnators  were  gratified  by  the  refpe&ful  ad- 
drefs  and  liberal  donative  of  their  fovereign ; but 
thefefervileGreeks  were  unworthy  and  regardlefs  of 
freedom ; and  in  his  mind,  the  lefion  of  an  hour 
was  quickly  erazed  by  the  prejudices  of  the  age 
and  the  habits  of  defpotifm.  He  retained  only  a 
jealous  fear  left  the  fenate  or  people  fhould  one 
day  invade  the  right  of  primogeniture,  and  feat 
his  brother  Theodofius  on  an  equal  throne.  By  > 
the  impofition  of  holy  orders,  the  grandfon  of  He- 
raclius  was  disqualified  for  the  purple ; but  this  ce- 
remony, which  feemed  to  profane  the  facraments 
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CHAP.  0f  the  church,  was  infufficient  to  appeafe  the  fuf- 
_ f picions  of  the  tyrant,  and  the  death  of  the  deacon 
Theodofius  could  alone  expiate  the  crime  of  his 
royal  birth.  His  murder  was  avenged  by  the  im- 
precations of  the  people,  and  the  affaflin,  in  the 
fulnefs  of  power,  was  driven  from  his  capital  into 
voluntary  and  perpetual  exile.  Conftans  embark- 
ed for  Greece ; and,  as  if  he  meant  to  retort  the 
abhorrence  which  he  deferved,  he  is  faid,  from  the 
Imperial  galley,  to  have  fpit  againft  the  walls  of 
his  native  city.  After  palling  the  winter  at  Athens, 
he  failed  to  Tarentum  in  Italy,  vifitedRome,  and 
concluded  a long  pilgrimage  of  difgrace  and  facri- 
legious  rapine,  by  fixing  his  refidence  at  Syracufe. 
But  if  Conftans  could  fly  from  his  people,  he  could 
r rr'r  not  fly  from  himfelf.  The  remorfeofhis  confcience 
created  a phantom  who  purfued  him  by  land  and 
fea,  by  day  and  by  night  j and  the  vifionary  Theo- 
"r"Y'r  dolius,  prefenting  to  his  lips  a cup  of  blood,  faid, 
or  feemed  to  fay,  “ Drink,  brother,  drink a 
fure  emblem  of  the  aggravation  of  his  guilt,  fince 
he  had  received  from  the  hands  of  the  deacon  the 
myftic  cup  of  the  blood  of  Chrift.  Odious  to 
himfelf  and  to  mankind,  Conftans  perifhed  by  do- 
meftic,  perhaps  by  epifcopal,  treafon,  in  the  ca- 
pital of  Sicily.  A fervant  who  waited  in  the  bath, 
after  pouring  warm  water  on  his  head,  ftruck  him 
violently  with  the  vafe.  He  fell,  ftunned  by  the 
blow  and  fuffocated  by  the  water ; and  his  at- 
tendants, who  wondered  at  the  tedious  delay,  be- 
held with  indifference  the  corpfe  of  their  lifelefs 
emperor.  The  troops  of  Sicily  invefted  with  the 
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purple  an  obfcurc  youth,  whofe  inimitable  beauty 
eluded,  and  it  might  eafily  elude,  the  declining 
art  of  the  painters  and  fculptors  of  the  age. 

Conftans  had  left  in  the  Byzantine  palace  three 
Ions,  the  eldeft  of  whom  had  been  clothed  in  his 
infancy  with  the  purple.  When  the  father  fum- 
moned  them  to  attend  his  perfon  in  Sicily,  thefe 
precious  hoftages  were  detained  by  the  Greeks, 
and  a firm  refufal  informed  him  that  they  were  the 
children  of  the  ftate.  The  news  of  his  murder  was 
conveyed  with  almoft  fupernatural  fpeed  from  Sy- 
racufe  to  Conftantinople ; and  Conftantine,  the 
eldeft  of  his  fons,  inherited  his  throne  without  be- 
ing the  heir  of  the  public  hatred.  His  fubje&s 
contributed,  with  zeal  and  alacrity,  to  chaftife  the 
guilt  and  prefumption  of  a province  which  had 
ufurped  the  rights  of  the  fenate  and  people  ; the 
young  emperor  failed  from  the  Iiellefpont  with  a 
powerful  fleet ; and  the  legions  of  Rome  and  Car- 
thage were  affembled  under  his  ftandard  in  the 
harbour  of  Syracufe.  The  defeat  of  the  Sicilian 
tyrant  was  eafy,  his  puniftiment  juft,  and  his  beau- 
teous head  was  expol'ed  in  the  hippodrome  : but  I 
cannot  applaud  the  clemency  of  a prince,  who, 
among  a crowd  of  viftims,  condemned  the  Ion  of 
a patrician,  for  deploring  with  fome  bitternefs  the 
execution  of  a virtuous  father.  The  youth  was 
caftrated  ; lie  furvived  the  operation,  and  the  me- 
mory of  this  indecent  cruelty  is  preferved  by  the 
elevation  of  Germanus  to  the  rank  of  a patriarch 
and  faint.  After  pouring  this  bloody  libation  on 
his  father’s  tomb,  Conftantine  returned  to  his  ca- 
pital, and  th^  growth  of  his  young  beard  during 
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the  Sicilian  voyage,  was  announced  by  the  familiar 
furname  of  Pogonatus,  to  the  Grecian  world.  But 
his  reign,  like  that  of  his  predeceffor,  was  ftained 
with  fraternal  difcord.  On  his  two  brothers,  He- 
raclius  and  Tiberius,  he  had  bellowed  the  title  of 
Augullus : an  empty  title,  for  Ihey  continued  to 
languilh  without  trull  or  power  in  the  lolitude  of 
the  palace.  At  their  fecret  inlligation,  the  troops 
of  the  Anatolian  theme  or  province  approached  the 
city  on  the  Afiatic  fide,  demanded  for  the  royal 
brothers,  the  partition  or  exercife  of  fovereignty, 
and  fupported  their  feditious  claim  by  a theologi- 
cal argument.  They  were  Chrillians  (they  cried), 
and  orthodox  Catholics  ; the  fincere  votaries  of  the 
holy  and  undivided  Trinity.  Since  there  are  three 
equal  perfons  in  heaven,  it  is  reafonable  there 
lhould  be  three  equal  perfons  upon  earth.  The 
emperor  invited  thefe  learned  divines  to  a friendly 
conference,  in  which  they  might  propofe  their  argu* 
ments  to  the  fpnate  : they  obeyed  the  lummons,  but 
the  profped  of  their  bodies  hanging  on  the  gibbet 
in  the  fuburb  of  Galata,  reconciled  their  compani- 
ons to  the  unity  of  the  reign  of  Conflantine.  He 
pardoned  his  brothers,  and  their  names  were  Hill 
pronounced  in  the  public  acclamations : but  on 
the  repetition  or  fufpicion  of  a fimilar  offence,  the 
obnoxious  princes  were  deprived  of  their  titles  and 
nofes,  in  the  prefence  of  the  Catholic  bilhops  who 
were  afiembled  at  Conllantinople  in  the  fixth  ge- 
neral fynod.  In  the  dole  of  his  life,  Pogonatus 
was  anxious  only  to  eftablilh  the  right  of  primo- 
geniture : the  hair  of  his  two  fons,  Juftinian  and 

Heraclius,  was  offered  on  the  Ihrine  of  St.  Peter, 

> 

as 


Digitized  by  Google 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE. 


*7 

as  a fymbol  of  their  fpiritual  adoption  by  the  pope  •,  COP, 
but  the  elder  was  alone  exalted  to  the  rank  of  Au-  ■—  y 
guftus  and  the  aflurance  of  the  empire. 

After  the  deceafe  of  his  father,  the  inheritance  Juftinian 
of  the  Roman  world  devolved  tojuftinianll. ; and  6g'StA$e^* 
the  name  of  a triumphant  lawgiver  was  dilho-  terab«r* 
noured  by  the  vices  of  a boy,  who  imitated  his 
namefake  only  in  the  expenfive  luxury  of  building. 

H is  paflions  were  ftrong  ; his  underftanding  was 
feeble  ; and  he  was  intoxicated  with  a fool ilh  pride, 
that  his  birth  had  given  him  the  command  of  mil- 
lions, of  whom  the  fmalleft  community  would  not 
have  chofen  him  for  their  local  magiftrate.  His 
favourite  minifters  were  two  beings  the  leafl  fuf- 
ceptible  of  human  fvmpathy,  an  eunuch  and  a 
monk ; to  the  one  he  abandoned  the  palace,  to  the 
other  the  finances ; the  former  correfted  the  em- 
peror’s mother  with  a fcourge,  the  latter  fufpend- 
ed  the  infolvent  tributaries,  with  their  heads  down- 
wards, over  a flow  and  fmoaky  fire.  Since  the 
days  of  Commodus  and  Caracalla,  the  cruelty  of 
the  Roman  princes  had  moft  commonly  been  the 
effeft  of  their  fearj  but  Juftinian,  who  poffefied 
fome  vigour  of  character,  enjoyed  the  fufferings, 
and  braved  the  revenge,  of  his  fubjedbs  about  ten 
years,  till  the  meafure  was  full,  of  his  crimes  and 
of  their  patience.  In  a dark  dungeon,  Leontius, 
a general  of  reputation,  had  groaned  above  three 
years,  with  fome  of  the  nobleft  and  moft  deferving 
of  the  patricians : he  was  fuddenly  drawn  forth  to 
affume  the  government  of  Greece ; and  this  pro- 
motion of  an  injured  man  was  a mark  of  die  con- 
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tempt  rather  than  of  the  confidence  of  his  prince. 
As  he  was  followed  to  the  port  by  the  kind  offices 
of  his  friends,  Leontius  obferved  with  a figh  that 
he  was  a vidlim  adorned  for  facrifice,  and  that  in- 
evitable death  would  purfue  his  footfteps.  They 
ventured  to  reply,  that  glory  and  empire  might 
be  the  recompenfe  of  a generous  refolution ; that 
every  order  of  men  abhorred  the  reign  of  a mon- 
fter ; and  that  the  hands  of  two  hundred  thoufand 
patriots  expedted  only  the  voice  of  a leader.  The 
night  was  chofen  for  their  deliverance  ; and  in  the 
firft  effort  of  the  confpirators,  the  prsefedt  was 
flain,  and  the  prifons  were  forced  open  : the  emif- 
faries  of  Leontius  proclaimed  in  every  ftreet, 
“ Chriftians,  to  St.  Sophia;”  and  the  feafonable 
text  of  the  patriarch,  “ this  is  the  day  of  the  Lord!” 
was  the  prelude  of  an  inflammatory  fermon.  From 
the  church  the  people  adjourned  to  the  hippo- 
drome: Juftinian,  in  whofe  caufe  not  a fword 
had  been  drawn,  was  dragged  before  thefe  tu- 
multuary judges,  and  their  clamours  demanded 
the  inftant  death  of  the  tyrant.  But  Leontius, 
who  was  already  clothed  with  the  purple,  caft 
an  eye  of  pity  on  the  proftrate  fon  of  his  own 
benefadtor  and  of  fo  many  emperors.  The  life  of 
Juftinian  was  fpared  ; the  amputation  of  his  nofe, 
perhaps  of  his  tongue,  was  imperfedtly  performed : 
the  happy  flexibility  of  the  Greek  language  could 
impofe  the  name  of  Rhinotmetus ; and  the  muti- 
lated tyrant  was  banifhed  to  Cherfonae  in  Crirn- 
Tartary,  a lonely  fettlement,  where  corn,  wine, 
and  oil,  were  imported  as  foreign  luxuries. 
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On  the  edge  of  the  Scythian  wildernefs,  Jufti-  xLvnf’ 

nian  ftill  cherifhed  the  pride  of  his  birth  and  the  i 

hope  of  his  reftoration.  After  three  years  exile, 
he  received  the  pleafing  intelligence  that  his  injury  695—705. 
was  avenged  by  a fecond  revolution,  and  that  Le- 
ontius in  his  turn  had  been  dethroned  and  mutilat- 
ed by  the  rebel  Apfimar,  who  alTumed  the  more 
refpe<5lable  name  of  Tiberius.  But  the  claim  of 
lineal  fucceffion  was  ftill  formidable  to  a plebeian 
ufurper ; and  his  jealoufy  was  ftimulated  by  the 
complaints  and  charges  of  the  Cherfomtes,  who 
beheld  the  vices  of  the  tyrant  in  the  fpirit  of  the 
exile.  With  a band  of  followers,  attached  to  his 
perfon  by  common  hope  or  common  defpair,Jufti- 
nian  fled  from  the  inhofpitable  fhore  to  the 
hord  of  the  Chozars,  who  pitched  their  tents  be- 
tween the  Tanais  and  Boryfthenes.  The  khan 
entertained  with  pity  and  refpeft  the  royal  fuppli- 
ant : Phanagoria,  once  an  opulent  city,  on  the 
Afiatic  fide  of  the  lake  Mceotis,  was  afligned  for 
his  refidence ; and  every  Roman  prejudice  was 
ftifled  in  his  marriage  with  the  After  of  the  Bar- 
barian,  who  feems,  however,  from  the  name  of 
Theodora,  to  have  received  the  facrament  of 
baptifm.  But  the  faithlefs  Chozar  was  foon  tempt- 
ed by  the  gold  of  Conftantinople ; and  had  not 
the  deflgn  been  revealed  by  the  conjugal  love  of 
Theodora,  her  hufband  muft  have  been  aflaflinat- 
ed,  or  betrayed  into  the  power  of  his  enemies. 

After  ftrangling,  with  his  own  hands,  the  two 
emiflaries  of  the  khan,  Juftinian  fent  back  his  wife 
to  her  brother,  and  embarked  on  the  Euxine  in 
fearch  of  new  and  more  faithful  allies.  His  veflej, 
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XLVni  was  a^au^ec^  by  a violent  temped*  and  one  of 
v ■ his  pious  companions  adviled  him  to  deferve  the 
mercy  of  God  by  a vow  of  general  forgivenefs, 
if  he  fliould  be  reftored  to  the  throne.  “ Of  for- 
“ givenefs  ?”  replied  the  intrepid  tyrant : “ may 
“ I perifh  this  inftant — may  the  Almighty  whelm 
me  in  the  waves — if  I confent  to  fpare  a fingle 
t{  head  of  my  enemies !”  He  furvivcd  this  im- 
pious menace,  failed  into  the  mouth  of  the  Da- 
nube, trufted  his  perfon  in  the  royal  village  of 
the  Bulgarians,  and  purchafed  the  aid  of  Terbelis, 
a Pagan  conqueror,  by  the  promife  of  his  daughter 
and  a fair  partition  of  the  treafures  of  the  empire. 
The  Bulgarian  kingdom  extended  to  the  confines 
of  Thrace  j and  the  two  princes  befieged  Conftan- 
tinopie  at  the  head  of  fifteen  thoufand  horfe.  Ap- 
fimar  was  difmayed  by  the  fudden  and  hoftile  ap- 
parition of  his  rival,  whofe  head  had  been  pro- 
mifed  by  the  Chozar,  and  of  whofe  evafion  he  was 
yet  ignorant.  After  an  ablence  of  ten  years,  the 
crimes  of  J uflinian  were  faintly  remembered,  and 
the  birth  and  misfortunes  of  their  hereditary  fove- 
reign  excited  the  pity  of  the  multitude,  ever  dif- 
contented  with  the  ruling  powers  j and  by  the  ac- 
tive diligence  of  his  adherents  he  was  introduced 
into  the  city  and  palace  of  Conftantine. 

Hhrefto-  In  rewarding  his  allies  and  recalling , his  wife, 
and  Juftinian  difplayed  fome  fenfe  of  honour  and  gra- 
a.’d.  titude  ; and  Terbelis  retired,  after  fweeping  away 
705— 711.  an  heap  Qf  g0y  co;nj  which  he  meafured  with  his 
Scythian  whip.  But  never  was  vow  more  religi- 
oufiy  performed  than  the  facred  oath  of  revenge 
which  he  hadfworn  amidft  the  ftorms  of  die  Iiuxine. 
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The  two  tifurpers,  for  I mud  referve  the  name 

of  tyrant  for  the  conqueror,  were  dragged  into  v, y > 

the  hippodrome,  the  one  from  his  prifon,  the 
other  from  his  palace.  Before  their  execution, 

Leontius  and  ApTimar  were  caft  proftrate  in 
chains  beneath  the  throne  of  the  emperor ; and 
Juftinian,  planting  a foot  on  each  of  their  necks, 
contemplated  above  an  hour  the  chariot-race,  while 
the  inconftant  people  Ihouted,  in  the  words  of  the 
Pfalmift,  “ Thou  fhalt  trample  on  the  afp  and 
,c  bafilifk,  and  on  the  lion  and  dragon  fhalt  thou  fet 
<f  thy  foot!”  The  univerfal  defection  which  he 
had  once  experienced  might  provoke  him  to  re- 
peat the  wifh  of  Caligula,  that  the  Roman  people 
had  but  one  head.  Yet  I fhall  prelume  to  obferve, 
that  fuch  a wifh  is  unworthy  of  an  ingenious  ty- 
rant, fince  his  revenge  and  cruelty  would  have 
been  extinguifhed  by  a fingle  blow,  inftead  of  the 
flow  variety  of  tortures  which  Juftinian  inflidted 
on  the  vidlims  of  his  anger.  His  pleafures  were 
inexhauftible : neither  private  virtue  nor  public 
fervice  could  expiate  the  guilt  of  adlive,  or  even 
pafiive,  obedience  to  an  eftablifhed  government ; 
and  during  the  fix  years  of  his  new  reign,  he  con- 
fidered  the  axe,  the  cord,  and  the  rack,  as  the 
only  inftruments  of  royalty.  But  his  mod  impla- 
cable hatred  was  pointed  againft  the  Cherfonites, 
who  had  infulted  his  exile  and  violated  the  laws  of 


hofpitality.  Their  remote  fituation  afforded  fome 
means  of  defence,  or  at  leaft  of  efcapej  and  a 
grievous  tax  was  impofed  on  Conftantinople,  to 
fupply  the  preparations  of  a fleet  and  army.  “ All 
**  are  guilty,  and  all  muft  perifh,”  was  the  man- 
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date  of  Juftinian  ; and  the  bloody  execution  was 
entrufted  to  his  favourite  Stephen,  who  was  recom- 
mended by  the  epithet  of  the  favage.  Yet  even 
the'  favage  Stephen  imperfectly  accomplifhed  the 
intentions  of  his  fovereign.  The  flownefs  of  his  at- 
tack allowed  the  greater  part  of  the  inhabitants  to 
withdraw  into  the  country ; and  the  minifter  of 
vengeance  contented  himfelf  with  reducing  the 
youth  of  both  fexes  to  a ftate  of  fervitude,  with 
roafting  alive  feven  of  the  principal  citizens,  with 
drowning  twenty  in  the  fea,  and  with  referving 
forty-two  in  chains  to  receive  their  doom  from 
the  mouth  of  the  emperor.  In  their  return,  the 
fleet  was  driven  on  the  rocky  fhores  of  Anatolia; 
and  Juftinian  applauded  the  obedience  of  theliux- 
ine,  which  had  involved  fo  many  thoufands  of  his 
iubje&s  and  enemies  in  a common  Ihipwreck  : but 
the  tyrant  was  ftill  infatiate  of  blood ; and  a fe- 
cond  expedition  was  commanded  to  extirpate  the 
remains  of  the  profcribed  colony.  In  the  fhort  in- 
terval, the  Cherfonites  had  returned  to  their  city, 
and  were  prepared  to  die  in  arms ; the  khan  of 
the  Chozars  had  renounced  the  caufe  of  his  odious 
brother;  the  exiles  of  every  province  were  af- 
fembled  in  Tauris;  and  Bardanes,  under  the 
name  of  Philippicus,  was  invefted  with  the  purple. 
The  Imperial  troops,  unwilling  and  unable  to 
perpetrate  the  revenge  of  Juftinian,  efcaped  his 
difpleafure  by  abjuring  his  allegiance  ; the  fleet, 
under  their  new  fovereign,  fleered  back  a more 
aufpicious  courfe  to  the  harbours  of  Sinope  ' and 
Conftantinople ; and  every  tongue  was  prompt  to 
pronounce,  every  hand  to  execute,  the  death  of 
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the  tyrant.  Deftitute  of  friends,  he  was  defer  ted 
by  his  Barbarian  guards;  and  the  ftroke  of  the  ^ 

afiaffin  was  praifed  as  an  adt  of  patriotifin  and  Ro- 
man virtue.  His  fon  Tiberius  had  taken  refuge 
in  a church  ; his  aged  grandmother  guarded  the 
door;  and  the  innocent  youth,  fufpending  round 
his  neck  the  mod  formidable  relics,  embraced  with 
one  hand  the  altar,  with  the  other  thp  wood  of 
the  true  crofs.  But  the  popular  fury  that  dares 
to  trample  on  fuperftidon,  is  deaf  to  the  cries  of 
humanity ; and  the  race  of  Heraclius  was  extin- 
guilhed  after  a reign  of  one  hundred  years. 

Between  the  fall  of  the  Heraclian  and  the  rife  of  Philippi- 
the  Ifaurian  dynafty,  a Ihort  interval  of  fix  years  is  a! D.711, 
divided  into  three  reigns.  Bardanes,  or  Philip-  December, 
picus,  was  hailed  at  Conftantinople  as  an  hero  who 
had  delivered  his  country  from  a tyrant ; and  he 
might  tafte  fome  moments  of  liappinefs  in  the  firft 
tranfports  of  fincere  and  univerfal  joy.  Juftinian 
had  left  behind  him  an  ample  treafure,  the  fruit  of 
cruelty  and  rapine : but  this  ufeful  fund  was  foon 
and  idly  diffipated  by  his  fucceffor.  On  the  fes- 
tival of  his  birth-day,  Philippicus  entertained  the 
multitude  with  the  games  of  the  hippodrome;  from 
thence  he  paraded  through  the  ftreets  with  a thou- 
fand  banners  and  a thoufand  trumpets ; refrelhed 
himfelf  in  the  baths  of  Zeuxippus,  and,  returning 
to  the  palace,  entertained  his  nobles  with  a fump- 
tuous  banquet.  At  the  meridian  hour  he  with- 
drew to  his  chamber,  intoxicated  with  flattery  and 
wine,  and  forgetful  that  his  example  had  made 
every  fubjedt  ambitious,  and  that  every  ambitious 
fubjedt  was  his  fecret  enemy.  Some  bold  con- 
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^LvnF'  *Pirators  introduced  themfelves  in  the  diforder  of 

u_-v > the  feaft;  and  the  numbering  monarch  was  fur- 

prifed,  bound,  blinded,  and  depofed,  before  he 
Anafta-  was  fenfible  of  his  danger.  Yet  the  traitors  were 
^ deprived  of  their  reward ; and  the  free  voice  of 
June  4.  the  fenate  and  people  promoted  Artemius  from 
the  office  of  fecretary  to  that  of  emperor : he  af- 
fumed  the  title  of  Anaftafius  the  fecond,  and  dif- 
played  in  a ffiort  and  troubled  reign  the  virtues 
both  of  peace  and  war.  But,  after  the  extin&ion 
of  the  Imperial  line,  the  rule  of  obedience  was 
violated,  and  every  change  diffufed  the  feeds  of 
new  revolutions.  In  a mutiny  of  the  fleet,  an 
obfeure  and  reluflant  officer  of  the  revenue  was 
forcibly  inverted  with  the  purple : after  fome 
months  of  a naval  war,  Anaftafius  refigned  the 
'Theodo-  feeptre ; and  the  conqueror,  Theodofius  the  third, 
a.d'.1^,  fubmitted  in  his  turn  to  the  fuperior  afeendant  of 
January.  Leo,  the  general  and  emperor  of  the  Oriental 
troops.  His  two  predeceflors  were  permitted  to 
embrace  the  ecclefiaftical  profeffion : the  reftlefs 
impatience  of  Anaftafius  tempted  him  to  rifle  and 
to  lofe  his  life  in  a treafonable  enterprife ; but  the 
laft  days  of  Theodofius  were  honourable  and  (e- 
cure.  The  Angle  fublime  word  “ health,” 
which  he  inferibed  on  his  tomb,  expreflfes  the 
confidence  of  philofophy  or  religion;  and  the 
fame  of  his  miracles  was  long  preferved  among 
the  people  of  Ephefus.  This  convenient  fhelcer 
of  the  church  might  fometimes  impofe  a leflon  of 
clemency ; but  it  may  be  queftioned  whether  it  is 
for  the  public  intereft  to  diminilh  the  perils  of  un- 

fuccefsful  ambition.  ...  , > 
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I have  dwelt  on  the  fall  of  a tyrant;  I (hall  ^vn^’ 
briefly  reprefent  the  founder  of  a new  dynafty,  «— v— _i 
who  is  known  to  pofterity  by  the  invetftives  of 
his  enemies,  and  whofe  public  and  private  life  is  ,ian» 
involved  in  the  ecclefiaftical  ftory  of  the  Icono-  Marcii7*^ 
clafts.  Yet  in  fpite  of  the  clamours  of  fuperfti- 
tion,  a favourable  prejudice  for  the  character  of 
Leo  the  Ifaurian,  may  be  reafonably  drawn  from 
the  obfcurity  of  his  birth,  and  the  duration  of  his 
reign.— I.  In  an  age  of  manly  fpirit,  the  profpedl 
of  an  Imperial  reward  would  have  kindled  every 
energy  of  the  mind,  and  produced  a crowd  of 
competitors  as  defend  ng  as  they  were  defirous  to 
feign.  Even  in  the  corruption  and  debility  of 
the  modern  Greeks,  the  elevation  of  a plebeian 
from  the  laft  to  the  fir  ft  rank  of  fociety,  fuppofes 
feme  qualifications  above  the  level  of  the  multi-  : -t 

tude.  He  would  probably  be  ignorant  and  dif- 
dainful  of  fpeculative  fcience ; and  in  the  purfuit. 
of  fortune,  he  might  abfolve  himfelf  from  the  ob- 
ligations of  benevolence  and  juftice:  but  to  his 
charaifter  we  may  afcribe  the  ufeful  virtues  of  pru- 
dence and  fortitude,  the  knowledge  of  mankind, 
and  the  important  art  of  gaining  their  confidence 
and  directing  their  paffions.  It  is  agreed  that 
Leo  was  a native  of  Ifauria,  and  that  Conon  was 
his  primitive  name.  The  writers,  whofe  awkward 
fatire  is  praife,  defcribe  him  as  an  itinerant  pedlar 
who  drove  an  afs  with  fome  paltry  merchandife  to 
the  country  fairs ; and  foolifhly  relate  that  he  met 
on  the  road  fome  Jewilh  fortune-tellers,  who  pro- 
miled  him  the  Roman  empire,  on  condition  that 
he  ihould  abolifh  the  worfhip  of  idols.  A more 
ii  probable 
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probable  account  relates  the  migration  of  his  fa- 
ther from  Alia  Minor  to  Thrace,  where  he  exer- 
cifed  the  lucrative  trade  of  a grazier;  and  he 
muft  have  acquired  confiderable  wealth,  fince 
the  firft  introduction  of  his  fon  was  procured  by  a 
fupply  of  five  hundred  Iheep  to  the  Imperial 
camp.  His  firft  fervice  was  in  the  guards  of 
Juftinian,  where  he  foon  attracted  the  notice,  and 
by  degrees  the  jealoufy,  of  the  tyrant.  His  valour 
and  dexterity  were  confpicuous  in  the  Colchian 
war:  from  Anaftafius  he  received  the  command 
of  the  Anatolian  legions,  and  by  the  fuffrage  of 
the  foldiers  he  was  raifed  to  the  empire  with  the 
general  applaufe  of  the  Roman  world. — II.  In 
this  dangerous  elevation,  Leo  the  third  fupported 
himfelf  againft  the  envy  of  his  equals,  the  dif- 
content  of  a powerful  faction,  and  the  allfaults  of 
his  foreign  and  domeftic  enemies.  The  Ca- 
tholics, who  accule  his  religious  innovations,  are 
obliged  to  confefs  that  they  were  undertaken  with 
temper  and  conducted  with  firmnefs.  Their 
filence  refpe&s  the  wifdom  of  his  adminiftration 
and  the  purity  of  his  manners.  After  a reign  of 
twenty-four  years,  he  peaceably  expired  in  the  pa- 
lace of  Conftantinople ; and  the  purple  which  he 
had  acquired,  was  transmitted  by  the  right  of  in- 
heritance to  the  third  generation. 

In  a long  reign  of  thirty-four  years,  the  fon  and 
fuccelfor  of  Leo,  Conftantine  the  fifth,  furnamed 
Copronymus,  attacked  with  Ids  temperate  zeal  the 
images  or  idols  of  the  church.  Their  votaries 
have  exhaufted  the  bitternefs  of  religious  gall,  in 
their  portrait  of  this  fpotted  panther,  this  anti* 
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chrift,  this  flying  dragon  of  the  ferpent’s  feed, 
who  furpalfed  the  vices  of  Elagab^lus  and  Nero.  v,  -w_ 
His  reign  was  a long  butchery  of  whatever  was 
moll  noble,  or  holy,  or  innocent,  in  his  empire. 

In  perfon,  the  emperor  afiifted  at  the  execution  of 
his  viOtims,  furveyed  their  agonies,  liftened  to 
their  groans,  and  indulged,  without  fatiating,  his 
appetite  for  blood : a plate  of  nofes  was  accepted 
as  a grateful  offering,  and  his  domeftics  were  often 
fcourged  or  mutilated  by  the  royal  hand.  His 
furname  was  derived  from  his  pollution  of  his 
baptifmal  font.  The  infant  might  be  excufed; 
but  the  manly  pleafures  of  Copronymus  degraded 
him  below  the  level  of  a brute ; his  lull  con- 
founded the  eternal  diftindtions  of  lex  and  fpecies  ? 
and  he  feemed  to  extract  fbme  unnatural  delight 
from  the  objedls  mod  offenfive  to  human  fenfe. 

In  his  religion,  the  Iconoclaft  was  an  Heretic,  a 
Jew',  a Mahometan,  a Pagan,  and  an  Atheiftj 
and  his  belief  of  an  invifible  power  could  be  dis- 
covered only  in  his  magic  rites,  human  victims, 
and  nocturnal  facrifices  to  Venus  and  the  daemons 
of  antiquity.  His  life  was  ftained  with  the  moft 
oppofite  vices,  and  the  ulcers  which  covered  his 
body,  anticipated  before  his  death  the  fentiment  of 
hell -tortures.  Of  thefe  accufations,  which  I have 
lb  patiently  copied,  a part  is  refuted  by  its  own 
abfurdity  ; and  in  the  private  anecdotes  of  the  life 
of  princes,  the  lie  is  more  eafy  as  the  detection  is 
more  difficult.  Without  adopting  the  pernicious 
maxim,  that  where  much  is  alleged,  fomethisg 
mult  be  true,  I can  however  diiccrn,  that  Con- 
ftantine  the  fifth  was  dilTolute  and  cruel.  Ca-* 
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Cxlxiu  lumn?  *s  more  Prone  t0  exaggerate  than  to  invent ; 

v.  — p-  h and  her  licentious  tongue  is  checked  in  fome  mea- 
fure  by  the  experience  of  the  age  and  country  to 
which  (he  appeals.  Of  the  bilhops  and  monks, 
the  generals  and  magiftrates,  who  are  faid  to  have 
foffered  under  his  reign,  the  numbers  are  re- 
corded, the  names  were  confpicuous,  the  execu- 
tion was  public,  the  mutilation  vifible  and  per- 
manent. The  Catholics  hated  the  perfon  and 
government  of  Copronymus ; but  even  their 
hatred  is  a proof  of  their  oppreffion.  They  dif- 
femble  the  provocations  which  might  excufe  or 
juftify  his  rigour,  but  even  thefe  provocations  muft 
gradually  inflame  his  refentment,  and  harden  his 
temper  in  the  ufe  or  the  abufe  of  defpotifm.  Yet 
the  character  of  the  fifth  Conftantine  was  not 
devoid  of  merit,  nor  did  his  government  always 
deferve  the  curfes  or  the  contempt  of  the  Greeks. 
From  the  confelfioo  of  his  enemies,  I am  in- 
formed of  the  reftoration  of  an  ancient  aqueduft, 
of  the  redemption  of  two  thoufand  five  hundred 
captives,  of  the  uncommon  plenty  of  the  times, 
and  of  the  new  colonies  with  which  he  repeopled 
Conftantinople  and  the  Thracian  cities.  They 
relu&antly  praife  his  activity  and  courage ; he 
was  on  horfeback  in  the  field  at  the  head  of  his 
legions ; and,  although  the  fortune  of  his  arms 
was  various,  he  triumphed  by  fea  and  land,  on 
the  Euphrates  and  the  Danube,  in  civil  and  Bar- 
barian war.  Heretical  praife  muft  be  caft  into 
the  fcale,  to  counterbalance  the  weight  of  or- 
thodox inventive.  The  Iconoclafts  revered  the 
virtues  of  the  prince : forty  years  after  his  death, 
io  they 
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they  (till  prayed  before  the  tomb  of  the  faint,  A CX^IV^‘1[’‘ 
miraculous  vifion  was  propagated  by  fanaticifm  / *» 

or  fraud:  and  the  Chriftian  hero  appeared  on  a 
milk-white  fteed,  brandilhing  his  lance  againft  the 
pagans  of  Bulgaria : “ An  abfurd  fable/’  fays  the 
Catholic  hiltorian,  “ fince  Copronymus  is  chained. 

<e  with  the  daemons  in  the  abyfs  of  hell.” 

Leo  the  fourth,  the  fon  of  the  fifth. and  the  father  Leo  iv. 
of  the  fixth  Conftantine,  was  of  a feeble  conftitu- 
tion  both  of  mind  and  body,  and  the  principal, 
care  of  his  reign  was  the  fettlement  of  the  fuccef- 
fion.  The  alfociation  of  the  young  Conftantine 
was  urged  by  the  officious  zeal  of  his  fubjefts  j 
and  the  emperor,  confcious  of  his  decay,  complied, 
after  a prudent  hefitation,  with  their  unanimous- 
wiffies.  The  royal  infant,  at  the  age  of  five  years, 
was  crowned  with  his  mother  Irene;  and  the  na- 
tional confent  was  ratified  by  every  circumftance 
of  pomp  and  folemnity,  that  could  dazzle  the 
eyes,  or  bind  the  confcience,  of  the  Greeks. 

An  oath  of  fidelity  was  adminiftered  in  the  palace, 
the  church,  and  the  hippodrome,  to  the  feveral 
orders  of  the  ftate,  who  adjured  the  holy  names 
of  the  fon,  and  mother,  of  God.  “ Be  witnefs, 
tc  O Chrift  ! that  we  will  watch  over  the  fafety  of 
“ Conftantine  the  fon  of  Leo,  expofe  our  lives  in 
“ his  fervice,  and  bear  true  allegiance  to  his  per- 
“ fon  and  pofterity.”  They  pledged  their  faith 
on  the  wood  of  the  true  crofs,  and  the  aft  of  their 
engagement  was  depofited  on  the  altar  of  St.  So- 
phia. The  firft  to  fwear,  and  the  firft  to  violate 
their  oath,  were  the  five  fons  of  Copronymus  by  a 
fecond  marriage;  and  the  ftory  of  thefe  prince? 
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C Lvuf*  'S  finSular  anc*  trag'c-  The  right  of  primoge- 

/ ■ niture  excluded  them  from  the  throne;  the  in- 

juftice  of  their  elder  brother  defrauded  them  of  a 
legacy  of  about  two  millions  derling ; fome  vain 
titles  were  not  deemed  a fufficient  compenfation 
for  wealth  and  power ; and  they  repeatedly  con- 
fpired  againft  their  nephew,  before  and  after  the 
death  of  his  father.  Their  firft  attempt  was  par- 
doned ; for  the  fecond  offence  they  were  con- 
demned to  the  ecclefiadical  date : and  for  the 
third  treafon,  Nicephorus,  the  elded  and  mod 
guilty,  was  deprived  of  his  eyes,  and  his  four 
brothers,  Chriftopher,  Nicetas,  Anthemeus,  and 
Eudoxas,  were  punifhed,  as  a milder  fentence,  by 
the  amputation  of  their  tongues.  After  five  years 
confinement,  they  efcaped  to  the  church  of  St.  So- 
phia, and  difplayed  a pathetic  fpeftacle  to  the 
people.  “ Countrymen  and  Chridians,”  cried 
Nicephorus  for  himfelf  and  his  mute  brethren, 
“ behold  the  fons  of  your  emperor,  if  you  can 
<c  (till  recognize  our  features  in  this  miferable 
£C  date.  A life,  an  imperfeft  life,  is  all  that  the 
lt  malice  of  our  enemies  has  fpared.  It  is  now 
tc  threatened,  and  we  now  throw  ourfelves  on 
cc  your  compaffion.”  The  rifing  murmur  might 
have  produced  a revolution,  had  it  not  been 
checked  by  the  prefence  of  a minider,  who 
foothed  the  unhappy  princes  with  fiattery  and 
hope,  and  gentlv  drew  them  from  the  fan  flu  ary 
to  the  palace.  They  were  fpeedily  embarked  for 
Greece,  and  Athens  was  allotted  for  the  place  of 
their  exile.  In  this  calm  retreat,  and  in  their 
helplefs  condition,  Nicephorus  and  his  brothers 
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were  tormented  by  the  thirft  of  power,  and 
tempted  by  a Sclavonian  chief,  who  offered  to 
break  their  prifon,  and  to  lead  them  in  arms, 
and  in  the  purple,'  to  tire  gates  of  Conftantinople. 

But  the  Athenian  people,  ever  zealous  in  the 
caufe  of  Irene,  prevented  her  juftice  or  cruelty ; 
and  the  five  Tons  of  Copronymus  were  plunged 
in  eternal  darknefs  and  oblivion. 

For  himfelf,  that  emperor  had  chofen  a Bar-  Conftan- 
barian  wife,  the  daughter  of  the  khan  of  the  and  Irene, 
Chozars : but  in  the  marriage  of  his  heir,  he 
preferred  an  Athenian  virgin,  an  orphan,  feven- 
teen  years  old,  whofe  foie  fortune  muft  have 
confifted  in  her  perfonal  accomplifhments.  The 
nuptials  of  Leo  and  Irene  were  celebrated  with 
royal  pomp  ; (he  foon  acquired  the  love  and  con- 
fidence of  a feeble  hufband,  and  in  his  teftament 
he  declared  the  emprefs,  guardian  of  the  Roman 
world,  and  of  their  fon  Conftantine  the  fixth, 
who  was  no  more  than  ten  years  of  age.  During 
his  childhood,  Irene  molt  ably  and  alfiduoufly  dif- 
charged,  in  her  public  adminiftration,  the  duties 
of  a faithful  mother ; and  her  zeal  in  the  reftora- 
tion  of  images  has  deferved  the  name  and  honours 
of  a faint,  which  Ihe  {till  occupies  in  the  Greek 
calendar.  But  the  emperor  attained  the  maturity 
of  youth ; the  maternal  yoke  became  more  griev- 
ous ; and  he  liftened  to  the  favourites  of  his 
own  age,  who  (hared  his  pleafures,  and  were  am- 
bitious of  fharing  his  power.  Their  reafons  con- 
vinced him  of  his  right,  their  praifes  of  his  ability^ 
to  reign ; and  he  confented  to  reward  the  fervices 
of  Irene  by  a perpetual  banifhment  to  the  ifte  of 
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^Lvnf*  Sici}y*  ®ut  ^er  v*g^ancc  and  penetration  eafily 

v -j~  j difconcerted  their  rafh  projeds ; a fimilar,  or  more 
fevere,  punifhment  was  retaliated  on  themfelves 
and  their  advifers;  and  Irene  inflided  on  the  un- 
grateful prince  the  chaftifement  of  a boy.  After 
this  conteft,  the  mother  and  the  fon  were  at  the 
head  of  two  domeftic  factions ; and,  inftead  of 
mild  influence  and  voluntary  obedience,  fhe  held 
- in  chains  a captive  and  an  enemy.  The  emprefs 
was  overthrown  by  the  abufe  of  vidory ; the  oath 
of  fidelity  which  fhe  exaded  to  herfelf  alone,  was 
pronounced  with  reludant  murmurs  j and  the  bold 
refufal  of  the  Armenian  guards  encouraged  a free 
and  general  declaration,  that  Conftantine  the  fixth 
was  the  lawful  emperor  of  the  Romans.  I n this 
charader  he  afcended  his  hereditary  throne,  and 
difmifled  Irene  to  a life  of  folitude  and  repofe. 
But  her  haughty  fpirit  condefcended  to  the  arts  of 
difiimulation : fhe  flattered  the  bifhops  and  eu- 
nuchs, revived  the  filial  tendernefs  of  the  prince, 
regained  his  confidence,  and  betrayed  his  cre- 
dulity. The  charader  of  Conftantine  was  not 
deftitute  of  fenfe  or  fpirit ; but  his  education  had 
been  ftudioufly  negleded ; and  his  ambitious  mo- 
ther expofed  to  the  public  cenfure  the  vices  which 
fhe  had  nourifhed  and  the  adions  which  fhe  had 
fecretly  advifed : his  divorce  and  fecond  marriage 
offended  the  prejudices  of  the  clergy,  and  by  his 
imprudent  rigour  he  forfeited  the  attachment  of 
the  Armenian  guards.  A powerful  confpiracy 
was  formed  for  the  reftoration  of  Irene;  and  the 
fecret,  though  widely -diffufed,  was  faithfully  kept 
above  eight-  month s5  till  'the  emperor/  fufpicious 
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of  his  danger,  efcaped  from  Conftantinople,  with  ^LVim  * 
the  defign  of  appealing  to  the  provinces  and 
armies.  By  this  hafty  flight,  the  emprefs  was 
lefc  on  the  brink  of  the  precipice  j yet  before  fhe 
implored  the  mercy  of  her  fon,  Irene  addrefled  a 
private  epiflle  to  the  friends  whom  fhe  had  placed 
about  his  pcrfon,  with  a menace,  that  unlels  they 
accomplifhed,  Jhe  would  reveal,  their  treafon. 

Their  fear  rendered  them  intrepid  j they  feized 
the  emperor  on  the  Afiatic  fhore,  and  he  was 
tranfported  to  the  porphyry  apartment  of  the  pa- 
lace, where  he  had  firft  feen  the  light.  In  the 
mind  of  Irene,  ambition  had  Rifled  every  fenti- 
ment  of  humanity  and  nature ; and  it  was  decreed 
in  her  bloody  council,  that  Conftandne  fhould  be 
rendered  incapable  of  the  throne:  her  emiflaries 
aflaulted  the  fleeping  prince,  and  (tabbed  their 
daggers  with  fuch  violence  and  precipitation  into 
his  eyes,  as  if  they  meant  to  execute  a mortal 
fentence.  An  ambiguous  paflage  of  Theophanes 
perfuaded  the  annalift  of  the  church  that  death 
was  the  immediate  confequence  of  this  barbarous 
execution.  The  Catholics  have  been  deceived  or 
fubdued  by  the  authority  of  Baronius } and  pro- 
teftant  zeal  has  re-echoed  the  words  of  a cardinal, 
dehrous,  as  it  fhould  feem,  to  favour  the  pa- 
tronefs  of  images.  Yet  the  blind  fon  of  Irene 
furvived  many  years,  opprefied  by  the  court  and 
forgotten  by  the  world:  the  Ifaurian  dynafty  was 
filently  extinguifhed ; and  the  memory  of  Con- 
flantine  was  recalled  only  by  the  nuptials  of  his 
daughter  Euphrofyfie  with  the  emperor  Michael 
the  fecond. 
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The  moft  bigoted  orthodoxy  has  juftly  exe- 
crated the  unnatural  mother,  who  may  not  eafily 
be  paralleled  in  the  hiftory  of  crimes.  To  her 
bloody  deed,  fuperftition  lias  attributed  a fubfe- 
quent  darknefs  of  feventeen  days;  during  which 
many  veflels  in  mid-day  were  driven  from  their 
courfe,  as  if  the  fun,  a globe  of  fire  fo  vaft  and  fo 
remote,  could  fympathife  with  the  atoms  of  a re- 
volving planet.  On  earth,  the  crime  of  Irene  was 
left  five  years  unpunifhed ; her  reign  was  crowned 
with  external  fplendour ; and  if  fhe  could  filence 
the  voice  of  confcience,  fne  neither  heard  nor  re- 
garded the  reproaches  of  mankind.  The  Roman 
world  bowed  to  the  government  of  a female ; and 
as  fire  moved  through  the  ftreets  of  Conftanti- 
nople,  the  reins  of  four  milk-white  fteeds  were 
held  by  as  many  patricians,  who  marched  on  foot 
before  the  golden  chariot  of  their  queen.  But 
thefe  patricians  were  for  the  moft  part  eunuchs  5 
and  their  black  ingratitude  juftified,  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  the  popular  hatred  and  contempt.  Raifed, 
enriched,  entrufted  with  the  firft  dignities  of  the 
empire,  they  bafely  confpired  againft  their  bene- 
faftrefs : the  great  treafurer  Nicephorus  was  fe- 
cretly  inverted  with  the  purple ; her  fucceffor  was 
introduced  into  the  palace,  and  crowned  at  St.  So- 
phia by  the  venal  patriarch.  In  their  firft  in- 
terview, fhe  recapitulated  with  dignity  the  revo- 
lutions of  her  life,  gently  accufed  the  perfidy  of 
Nicephorus,  infinuated  that  he  owed  his  life  to 
her  unfulpicious  clemency,  and,  for  the  throne 
and  treafures  which  ftie  refigned,  fblicited  a decent 
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and  honourable  retreat.  His  avarice  refufed  this 
modeft  compenfation ; and,  in  her  exile  of  the  ifle 
of  Lefbos,  the  emprels  earned  a fcanty  fubfillence 
by  the  labours  of  her  diftafF. 

Many  tyrants  have  reigned  undoubtedly  more 
criminal  than  Nicephorus,  but  none  perhaps  have 
more  deeply  incurred  the  univerfal  abhorrence  of  October 
their  people.  His  charadter  was  ftained  with  the 
three  odious  vices  of  hypocrify,  ingratitude,  and 
avarice  : his  want  of  virtue  was  not  redeemed  by 
any  fuperior  talents,  nor  his  want  of  talents,  by  any 
pleafing  qualifications.  Unfkilful  and  unfortunate 
in  war,  Nicephorus  was  vanquifhed  by  the  Sara- 
cens, and  flain  by  the  Bulgarians;  and  the  advan- 
tage of  his  death  overbalanced,  in  the  public  opi- 
nion, the  deftrudlion  of  a Roman  army„  His  fon 
and  heir  Stauracius  efcaped  from  the  field  with  a 
mortal  wound  : yet  fix  months  of  an  expiring  life 
were  fufficient  to  refute  his  indecent,  though  popu- 
lar declaration,  that  he  would  in  all  tilings  avoid 
the  example  of  his  father.  On  the  near  profpedt 
of  his  deceafe,  Michael,  the  great  matter  of  the 
palace,  and  the  hufband  of  his  fifter  Procopia,  was 
named  by  every  perfon  of  the  palace  and  city,  ex- 
cept by  his  envious  brother.  Tenacious  of  a 
feeptre  now  falling  from  his  hand,  he  confpired 
again!!  the  life  of  his  fuccefior,  and  cherifhed  die 
idea  of  changing  to  a democracy  the  Roman  em- 
pire. But  thefe  rafh  projects  ferved  only  to  in- 
flame the  zeal  of  the  people  and  to  remove  the 
fcruples  of  the  candidate:  Michael  the  firft  ac- 
cepted the  purple,  and  before  he  funk  into  the 
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grave,  the  fon  of  Nicephorus  implored  the  clemency 
of  his  new  fovereign.  Had  Michael  in  an  age  of 
peace  afcended  an  hereditary  throne,  he  might  have 
reigned  and  died  the  father  of  his  people : but  his 
mild  virtues  were  adapted  to  the  fliade  of  private 
life,  nor  was  he  capable  of  controlling  the  ambition 
of  his  equals,  or  of  refilling  the  arms  of  the  vidto- 
rious  Bulgarians.  While  his  want  of  ability  and 
fuccefs  expofed  him  to  the  contempt  of  the  fol- 
diers,  the  mafculine  fpirit  of  his  wife  Procopia 
awakened  their  indignation.  Even  the  Greeks  of 
the  ninth  century  were  provoked  by  the  infolence 
of  a female,  who,  in  the  front  of  the  ftandards, 
prefumed  to  direft  their  difcipline  and  animate 
their  valour;  and  their  licentious  clamours  advifed 
the  new  Semiramis  to  reverence  the  majefty  of  a 
Roman  camp.  After  an  unfuccefsful  campaign,  the 
emperor  left  in  their  winter-quarters  of  Thrace,  a 
difaffecled  army  under  the  command  of  his  ene- 
mies; and  their  artful  eloquence  perfuaded  the  fol- 
diers  to  break  the  dominion  of  the  eunuchs,  to 
degrade  the  hulband  of  Procopia,  and  to  aflfert  the 
right  of  a military  election.  They  marched  to- 
wards the  capital : yet  the  clergy,  the  fenate,  and 
the  people  of  Conllantinople,  adhered  to  the  caule 
of  Michael ; and  the  troops  and  treafures  of  Afia 
might  have  protrafted  the  mifchiefs  of  civil  war. 
But  his  humanity  (by  the  ambitious,  it  will  be 
termed  his  weaknefs)  protefted,  that  not  a drop 
of  Chriftian  blood  fhould  be  fhed  in  his  quarrel,  t 
and  his  mefiengers  prefented  the  conquerors  with 
the  keys  of  the  city  and  the  palace.  They  were 
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difarmed  by  his  innocence  and  fubmifiion  ; his  life 
and  his  eyes  were  fpared ; and  the  Imperial  monk 
enjoyed  the  comforts  of  folitude  and  religion  above 
thirty-two  years  after  he  had  been  ftripped  of  the 
purple  and  feparated  from  his  wife. 

A rebel,  in  the  time  of  Nicephorus,  the  famous  Leo  v.  the 
and  unfortunate  Bardanes,  had  once  the  curiofity 
to  confult  an  Afiatic  prophet,  who,  after  pro-  Ju|y«** 
gnofticating  his  fall,  announced  the  fortunes  of  his 
three  principal  officers,  Leo  the  Armenian, 

Michael  the  Phrygian,  and  Thomas  the  Cappa- 
docian, the  fucceflive  reigns  of  the  two  former, 
the  fruitlefs  and  fatal  enterprife  of  the  third.  This 
prediction  was  verified,  or  rather  was  produced, 
by  the  event.  Ten  years  afterwards,  when  the 
Thracian  camp  rejected  the  hufband  of  Procopia,  v 
the  crown  was  prefented  to  the  fame  Leo,  the  firft 
in  military  rank  and  the  fecret  author  of  the  mutiny. 

As  he  affeCted  to  hefitate,  “ With  this  fword,” 
laid  his  companion  Michael,  “ I will  open  the 
« gates  of  Conftantinople  to  your  Imperial  fway* 

« or  inftantly  plunge  it  into  your  bofom,  if  you . 

« obftinately  refill  the  juft  defires  of  your  fellow- 
“ foldiers.”  The  compliance  of  the  Armenian 
was  rewarded  with  the  empire,  and  he  reigned 
feven  years  and  an  half  under  the  name  of  Leo 
the  fifth.  Educated  in  a camp,  and  ignorant  both 
of  laws  and  letters,  he  introduced  into  his  civil 
government  the  rigour  and  even  cruelty  of  military 
difcipline  i but  if  his  feverity  was  fometimes  dan- 
gerous to  the  innocent,  it  was  always  formidable 
50  the  guilty.  His  religious  inconftancy  was  taxed 
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xLvnf’  ^ ^ie  eP>t^iet  of  Chameleon,  but  the  Catholics 
— . have  acknowledged  by  the  voice  of  a faint  and 
confeflors,  that  the  life  of  the  Iconoclaft  was  ufe- 
ful  to  the.  republic.  The  zeal  of  his  companion 
Michael  was  repaid  with  riches,  honours,  and 
military  command ; and  his  fubordinate  talents 
were  beneficially  employed  in  the  public  fervice. 
Yet  the  Phrygian  was  diflatisfied  at  receiving  as  a 
favour  a fcanty  portion  of  the  Imperial  prize  which 
he  had  bellowed  on  his  equal ; and  his  difeontent, 
which  fometimes  evaporated  in  hafty  difeourfe,  at 
length  afliimed  a more  threatening  and  hoftile  afpeft 
againft  a prince  whom  he  reprefented  as  a cruel 
tyrant.  That  tyrant,  however,  repeatedly  detected, 
warned,  and  difmified  the  old  companion  of  his 
arms,  till  fear  and  refentment  prevailed  over  gra- 
titude j and  Michael,  after  a ferutiny  into  his  actions 
and  defigns,  was  convidted  of  treafon,  and  fentenced 
to  be  burnt  alive  in  the  furnace  of  the  private 
baths.  The  devout  humanity  of  the  emprefs 
Theophano  was  fatal  to  her  hufband  and  family. 
A folemn  day,  the  twenty-fifth  of  December,  had 
been  fixed  for  the  execution : (he  urged,  that  the 
anniverfary  of  the  Saviour’s  birth  would  be  pro- 
faned by  this  inhuman  fpedlacle,  and  Leo  confented 
with  reluftance  to  a decent  refpite.  But  on  the 
vigil  of  the  feafi,  his  fleeplefs  anxiety  prompted 
him  to  vifit  at  the  dead  of  night  the  chamber  in 
which  his  enemy  was  confined  : he  beheld  him  re- 
leafed from  his  chain,  and  ftretched  on  his  gaoler's 
bed  in  a profound  (lumber : Leo  was  alarmed  at 
thefe  figns  of  fecurity  and  intelligence  j but,  though 
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he  retired  with  filent  fteps,  his  entrance  and  de-  C h^a  p. 
parture  were  noticed  by  a flave  who  lay  concealed  ■ - _ t 
in  a corner  of  the  prifon.  Under  the  pretence  of 
requefting  the  fpiritual  aid  of  a confeffor,  Michael 
informed  the  confpirators,  that  their  lives  depend- 
ed on  his  difcretion,  and  that  a few  hours  were  left 
to  allure  their  own  fafety,  by  the  deliverance  of 
their  friend  and  country.  On  the  great  feftivals, 
a chofen  band  of  priefts  and  chanters  was  admitted 
into  the  palace  by  a private  gate  to  fing  matins  in 
the  chapel ; and  Leo,  who  regulated  with  the  fame 
ftriftnefs  the  difcipline  of  the  choir  and  of  the 
camp,  was  fddom  abfent  from  thefe  early  devo- 
tions. In  the  ecclefiaftical  habit,  but  with  fwords 
under  their  robes,  the  confpirators  mingled  with 
the  proceflion,  lurked  in  the  angles  of  the  chapel* 
and  expected,  as  the  fignal  of  murder,  the  intona- 
tion of  the  firfl  pfalm  by  the  emperor  himfelf.  The 
imperfeft  light,  and  the  uniformity  of  drefs,  might 
have  favoured  his  efcape,  while  their  aflault  was 
pointed  againft  an  harmlefs  prieft ; but  they  foon 
difcovered  their  miftake,  and  encompafied  on  all 
fides  the  royal  vidtim.  Without  a weapon  and 
without  a friend,  he  grafped  a weighty  crofs,  and 
Hood  at  bay  againft  the  hunters  of  his  life  * but  as 
he  alked  for  mercy,  “ This  is  the  hour,  not  of 
<c  mercy,  but  of  vengeance,”  was  the  inexorable 
reply.  The  ftroke  of  a well-aimed  fword  fepa- 
rated  from  his  body  the  right  arm  and  the  crofs, 
and  Leo  the  Armenian  was  (lain  at  the  foot  of  the 
altar. 
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A memorable  reverfe  of  fortune  was  difplayed 
in  Michael  the  fecond,  who,  from  a defe£t  in  his 
fpeech,  was  furnamed  the  Stammerer.  He  was 
fnatched  from  the  fiery  furnace  to  the  fovereignty 
of  an  empire ; and  as  in  the  tumult  a fmith  could 
not  readily  be  found,  the  fetters  remained  on  his 
legs  feveral  hours  after  he  was  feated  on  the  throne 
of  the  Casfars.  The  royal  blood  which  had  been 
the  price  of  his  elevation,  was  unprofitably  fpent : 
in  the  purple  he  retained  the  ignoble  vices  of  his 
origin  j and  Michael  loft  his  provinces  with  as 
fupine  indifference  as  if  they  had  been  the  inhe- 
ritance of  his  fathers.  His  title  was  difputed  by 
Thomas,  the  laft  of  the  military  triumvirate,  who 
tranfported  into  Europe  fourfeore  thoufand  Barba- 
rians from  the  banks  of  the  Tigris  and  the  fiiores 
of  the  Cafpian.  He  formed  the  fiege  of  Conftan- 
tinople ; but  the  capital  was  defended  with  fpiritual 
and  carnal  weapons  j a Bulgarian  king  affaulted  the 
camp  of  the  Orientals,  and  Thomas  had  the  mif- 
fortune,  or  the  weaknefs,  to  fall  alive  into  the  power 
of  the  conqueror.  The  hands  and  feet  of  the  rebel 
were  amputated}  he  was  placed  on  an  afs,  and, 
amidft  the  infults  of  the  people,  was  led  through 
the  ftreets,  which  he  fprinkled  with  his  blood. 
The  depravation  of  manners,  as  favage  as  they 
were  corrupt,  is  marked  by  the  prefence  of  the  em- 
peror himfelf.  Deaf  tq  the  lamentations  of  a 
fellow- foldier,  he  inceflantly  prefied  the  difeovery 
of  more  accomplices,  till  his  curiofity  was  checked 
by  the  queftipn  of  an  hpneft  or  guilty  minifter  *• 
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ct  Would  you  give  credit  to  an  enemy,  againft  Chap. 
« the  moft  faithful  of  your  friends  ?”  After  the  .XLvlIIj 
death  of  his  firft  wife,  the  emperor,  at  the  requeft 
of  the  fenate,  drew  from  her  monaftery  Euphrofyne, 

‘ the  daughter  of  Conftantine  the  fixth.  Her  auguft 
birth  might  juftify  a ftipulation  in  the  marriage - 
contraft,  that  her  children  fhould  equally  Ihare  the 
empire  with  their  elder  brother.  But  the  nuptials 
of  Michael  and  Euphrofyne  were  barren  j and  Ihe 
was  content  with  the  title  of  mother  of  Theophilus, 
his  fon  and  fuccefior. 

The  chara&er  of  Theophilus  is  a rare  example  Tkeoph;- . 
in  which  religious  zeal  has  allowed,  and  perhaps  a*’d.s*9, 
magnified,  the  virtues  of  an  heretic  and  a perfe-  oaober  3. 
cutor.  His  valour  was  often  felt  by  the  enemies,  * 
and  his  juftice  by  the  fubjetts,  of  the  monarchy  t 
but  the  valour  of  Theophilus  was  rafh  and  fruitlefs, 
and  his  juftice  arbitrary  and  cruel.  He  dilplayed 
the  banner  of  the  crofs  againft  the  Saracens ; but 
his  five  expeditions  were  concluded  by  a fignal 
overthrow;  Amorium,  the  native  city  of  his  an- 
ceftors,  was  levelled  with  the  ground,  and  from  his 
military  toils,  he  derived  only  the  furname  of  the 
Unfortunate,  The  wifdomof  a fovereign  is  com- 
prifed  in  the  inftitution  of  laws  and  the  choice  of 
magiftrates,  and  while  he  feems  without  a&ion,  his 
civil  government  revolves  round  his  centre  with 
the  filence  and  order  of  the  planetary  fyftem.  But 
the  juftice  of  Theophilus  was  fafhioned  on  the 
model  of  the  Oriental  defpots,  who,  in  perfonal 
and  irregular  a£ls  of  authority,  confult  the  reafbn 
Qr  paftion  of  the  moment,  without  meafuring  the 
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chap,  fenteri'ce  by  the  law  or  the  penalty  by  the  offence. 

v,  — y— j A poor  woman  threw  herfelf  at  the  emperor’s  feet 
to  complain  of  a powerful  neighbour,  the  brother 
of  the  emprefs,  who  had  raifed  his  palace  wall  tor 
fuch  an  inconvenient  height,  that  her  humble  dwell- 
ing was  excluded  from  light  and  air ! On  the 
proof  of  the  faft,  inftead  of  granting,  like  an  ordi- 
nary judge,  fufficient  or  ample  damages  to  the 
f>laintif£  the  fovereign  adjudged  to  her  ufe  and 
benefit  the  palace  and  the  ground.  Nor  was  Theo- 
philus  content  with  this  extravagant  fatisfaftion : 
his  zeal  converted  a civil  trefpafs  into  a criminal 
aft ; and  the  unfortunate  patrician  was  {tripped  and 
fcourged  in  the  public  place  of  Conftantinople. 
For  fome  venial  offences,  fome  defeft  of  equity  or 
vigilance,  the  principal  minifters,  a pnefeft,  a 
qu3eftor,.a  captain  of  the  guards,  were  banifhed 
or  mutilated,  or  fcalded  with  boiling  pitch,  or 
burnt  alive  in  the  hippodrome  ; and  as  thefe  dread- 
ful examples  might  be  the  effefts  of  error  or  ca- 
price, they  muft  have  alienated  from  his  fervice 
the  belt  and  wifeft  of  the  citizens.  But  the  pride 
of  the  monarch  was  flattered  in  the  exercife  of 
power,  or,  as  he  thought*  of  virtue ; and  the  peo- 
ple, fafe  in  their  obfcurity,  applauded  the  danger 
and  debafement  of  their  fuperiors.  This  extraor- 
dinary rigour  was  juftified,  in  fome  meafure,  by  its 
falutary  confequencesj  fince,  after  a fcrutiny  of 
feventeen  days,  not  a complaint  or  abufe  could  be 
found  in  the  court  or  city : and  it  might  be  alleged 
that  the  Greeks  could  be  ruled  only  with  a rod  of 
iron,  and  that  the  public  intereft  is  the  motive  and 
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law  of  the  fupreme  judge.  Yet  in  the  crime,  or  chap. 
the  fufpicion,  of  treafon,  that  judge  is  of  all  others 
the  molt  credulous  and  partial.  Theophilus  might 
infliCt  a tardy  vengeance  on  the  afiaffins  of  Leo 
and  the  faviours  of  his  father ; but  he  enjoyed  the 
fruits  of  their  crime ; and  his  jealous  tyranny  lacri- 
ficed  a brother  and  a prince  to  the  future  fafety  of 
his  life.  A Perfian  of  the  race  of  the  Safianides 
died  in  poverty  and  exile  at  Conftantinople,  leaving 
an  only  fon,  the  ifliie  of  a plebeian  marriage.  At 
the  age  of  twelve  years,  the  royal  birth  of  Theo- 
phobus  was  revealed,  and  his  merit  was  not  un- 
worthy of  his  birth.  He  was  educated  in  the  By- 
zantine palace,  a Chriftian  and  a foldier ; advanced 
with  rapid  fteps  in  the  career  of  fortune  and  glory  j 
received  the  hand  of  the  emperor’s  filler ; and  was 
promoted  to  the  command  of  thirty  thoufand 
Perfians,  who,  like  his  father,  had  fled  from  the 
Mahometan  conquerors.  Thefe  troops,  doubly 
infeCted  with  mercenary  and  fanatic  vices,  were  de- 
firous  of  revolting  againlt  their  benefactor,  and 
erefting  the  ftandard  of  their  ^native  king : but 
the  loyal  Theophobus  rejected  their  offers,  difcon- 
certed  their  fchemes,  and  efcaped  from  their  hands 
tb  the  camp  or  palace  of  his  royal  brother.  A 
generous  confidence  might  have  fecured  a faithful 
and  able  guardian  for  his  wife  and  his  infant  fon, 
to  whom  Theophilus,  in  the  flower  of  his  age,  was 
compelled  to  leave  the  inheritance  of  the  empire. 

But  his  jealoufy  was  exafperated  by  envy  and  dif- 
eafe:  he  feared  the  dangerous  virtues  which  might 
either  fupport  or  opprefs  their  infancy  and  weak- 
nefs  j and  the  dying  emperor  demanded  the  head 
^ of 
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chap.  0f  the  Perfian  prince.  With  favage  delight,  he 
^ recognifed  the  familiar  features  of  his  brother: 

“ Thou  art  no  longer  Theophobus,”  he  faid; 
and,  finking  on  his  couch,  he  added,  with  a 
faultering  voice,  “ Soon,  too  foon,  I Ihall  be  no 
“ more  Theophilus !” 

The  Ruffians,  who  have  borrowed  from  the 
Greeks  the  greateft  part  of  their  civil  and  eccle- 
fiaftical  policy,  preferved,  till  the  laft  century,  a 
Angular  inftitution  in  the  marriage  of  the  Czar. 
They  collected,  not  the  virgins  of  every  rank  and 
of  every  province,  a vain  and  romantic  idea,  but 
the  daughters  of  the  principal  nobles,  who  awaited 
in  the  palace  the  choice  of  their  fovereign.  It  is 
affirmed,  that  a fimilar  method  was  adopted  in  the 
nuptials  of  Theophilus.  With  a golden  apple  in 
his  hand,  he  (lowly  walked  between  two  lines  of 
contending  beauties : his  eye  was  detained  by  the 
charms  of  Icafia,  and,  in  the  awkwardnefs  of  a firft 
declaration,  the  prince  could  only  obferve,  that,  in 
this  world,  women  had  been  the  caufe  of  much 
evil : “ And  furely,  fir,”  (he  pertly  replied,  “ they 
ft  have  likewife  been  the  occafion  of  much  good.” 
This  affe&ation  of  unfeafonable  wit  difpleafed  the 
Imperial  lover:  he  turned  afide  in  difguftj  Icafia 
concealed  her  mortification  in  a convent ; and  the 
modefl  filence  of  Theodora  was  rewarded  with  the 
golden  apple.  She  deferved  the  love,  but  did  not 
efcape  the  feverity,  of  her  lord.  From  the  palace 
garden  he  beheld  a veffel  deeply  laden,  and  (leering 
into  the  port : on  the  difeovery  that  the  precious 
cargo  of  Syrian  luxury  was  the  property  of  his  wife, 
he  condemned  the  (hip  to  the  flames,  with  a (harp 
■ . * reproach* 
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reproach,  that  her  avarice  had  degraded  the  cha- 

rafter  of  an.  emprefs  into  that  of  a merchant.  Yet  C 

his  laft  choice  entrufted  her  with  the  guardianfhip  Michafl 
of  the  empire  and  her  fon  Michael,  who  was  left  a.d.  842, 
an  orphan  in  the  fifth  year  of  his  age.  The  reflo-  J*,,uwy 
ration  of  images,  and  the  final  extirpation  of  the 
Iconoclafts,  has  endeared  her  name  to  the  devotion 
of  the  Greeks ; but  in  the  fervour  of  religious  zeal, 
Theodora  entertained  a grateful  regard  for  the 
memory  and  falvation  of  her  hufband.  After 
thirteen  years  of  a prudent  and  frugal  adminiltra- 
tion,  fire  perceived  the  decline  of  her  influence; 
but  the  fecond  Irene  imitated  only  the  virtues  of 
her  predeceflor.  Inftead  of  confpiring  againft  the 
life  or  government  of  her  fon,  (he  retired,  with- 
out a ftruggle,  though  not  without  a murmur,  to 
the  folitude  of  private  life,  deploring  the  ingrati- 
tude, the  vices,  and  the  inevitable  ruin,  of  the 
worthlefs  youth. 

Among  the  fuccefiors  of  Nero  and  Elagabalus, 
we  have  not  hitherto  found  the  imitation  of  their 
vices,  the  charafter  of  a Roman  prince  who  con- 
fidered  pleafure  as  the  cbjeft  of  life,  and  virtue  as 
the  enemy  of  pleafure.  Whatever  might  have 
been  the  maternal  care  of  Theodora  in  the  educa- 
tion of  Michael  the  third,  her  unfortunate  fon  was 
a king  before  he  was  a man.  If  the  ambitious 
mother  laboured  to  check  the  progrefs  of  reafon, 

Ihe  could  not  cool  the  ebullition  of  pafflon ; and 
her  felfilh  policy  was  juftly  repaid  by  the  contempt 
and  ingratitude  of  the  headftrong  youth.  At  the 
age  of  eighteen,  he  rejefted  her  authority,  without 
3 y feeling 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 


46 

ScLvnf*  ke^'inS  h"ls  own  incapacity  to  govern  the  empire  and 

l J himfelf.  With  Theodora,  all  gravity  and  wifdom 
retired  from  the  court ; their  place  was  fupplied  by 
the  alternate  dominion  of  vice  and  folly  ■,  and  it 
was  impoflible,  without  forfeiting  the  public  efteem, 
to  acquire  or  preferve  the  favour  of  the  emperor. 
The  millions  of  gold  and  filver  which  had  been 
accumulated  for  the  fervice  of  the  ftate,  were  lavifh- 
ed  on  the  vileft  of  men,  who  flattered  his  paflions 
and  lhared  his  pleafures  ; and  in  a reign  of  thirteen 
years,  the  richefl:  of  fovereigns  was  compelled  to 
ftrip  the  palace  and  the  churches  of  their  pre- 
vious furniture.  Like  Nero,  he  delighted  in  the 
amufements  of  the  theatre,  and  fighed  to  be  fur- 
pafied  in  the  accomplilhments  in  which  he  Ihould 
have  blufhed  to  excel.  Yet  the  ftudies  of  Nero 
in  mufic  and  poetry,  betrayed  lome  fymptoms  of 
a liberal  tafte ; the  more  ignoble  arts  of  the  fon  of 
Theophilus  were  confined  to  the  chariot-race  of 
the  hippodrome.  The  four  fadlions  which  had 
agitated  the  peace,  ftill  amufed  the  idlenefs,  of  the 
capital:  for  himfelf,  the  emperor  afliimed  the  blue 
livery ; the  three  rival  colours  were  diftributed  to 
his  favourites,  and  in  the  vile  though  eager  con- 
tention he  forgot  the  dignity  of  his  perfon  and  the 
fafety  of  his  dominions.  He  filenced  the  meflenger 
of  an  invafion,  who  prefumed  to  divert  his  attention 
in  the  moll  critical  moment  of  the  racej  and  by 
his  command,  the  importunate  beacons  were  ex- 
tinguilhed,  that  too  frequently  lpread  the  alarm 
from  Tarfus  to  Conftantinople.  The  moft  Ikilful 
charioteers  obtained  the  firft.place  in  his  confidence 

and 
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and  efteemj  their  merit  was  profufely  rewarded ; ^hap. 
the  emperor  feafted  in  their  houfes,  and  prefented  f ^ 
their  children  at  the  baptifmal  font;  and  while  he 
applauded  his  own  popularity,  he  affe&ed  to  blame 
the  cold  and  {lately  referve  of  his  predecdfors. 

The  unnatural  lufts  which  had  degraded  even  the 
manhood  of  Nero,  were  banifhed  from  the  world; 
yet  the  ftrength  of  Michael  was  confumed  by  the 
indulgence  of  love  and  intemperance.  In  his  mid- 
night revels,  when  his  paflions  were  inflamed  byr 
wine,  he  was  provoked  to  iflue  die  moll  fanguinary 
commands ; and  if  any  feelings  of  humanity  were 
left,  he  was  reduced,  with  the  return  of  fenfe,  to 
approve  the  falutary  difobedience  of  his  fervants. 

But  the  moft  extraordinary  feature  in  the  chara&er 
of  Michael,  is  the  profane  mockery  of  the  religion 
of  his  country.  The  fuperflition  of  the  Greeks 
might  indeed  excite  the  fmile  of  a philofopher : 
but  his  fmile  would  have  been  rational  and  tem- 
perate, and  he  mtift  have  condemned  the  ignorant 
folly”  of  a youth  who  infulted  the  objefts  of  public 
veneration.  A buffoon  of  the  court  was  inverted 
in  the  robes  of  the  patriarch : his  twelve  metropo- 
litans, among  whom  the  emperor  was  ranked, 
aflumed  their  eccleflaftical  garments : they  ufcd  or 
abufed  the  facred  vefiels  of  the  altar ; and  in  their 
bacchanalian  feafts,  the  holy  communion  was  ad- 
miniftered  in  a r.aufeous  compound  of  vinegar  and 
muftard.  Nor  were  thefe  impious  fpeclacles  con- 
cealed from  the  eyes  of  the  city.  On  the  day  of 
a folemn  feftival,  the  emperor,  with  his  bifhops  or 
buffoons,  rode  on  affes  through  the  ftreets,  en- 
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G H A V.  countered  the  true  patriarch  at  the  head  of  hi* 

■ clergy ; and  by  their  licentious  fhouts  and  obfcene 

geftures,  difordered  the  gravity  of  the  Chriftian 
procefiion.  The  devotion  of  Michael  appeared 
only  in  fome  offence  to  reafon  or  piety  : he  received 
his  theatrical  crowns  from  the  ftatue  of  the  Virgin; 
and  an  Imperial  tomb  was  violated  for  the  fake  of 
burning  the  bones  of  Conftantine  the  Iconoclaft., 
By  this  extravagant  conduit,  the  fon  of  Theophilus 
became  as  contemptible  as  he  was  odious : every 
Citizen  was  impatient  for  the  deliverance  of  his 
country  ; and  even  the  favourites  of  the  moment 
were  apprehenfive  that  a caprice  might  fnatch  away 
what  a caprice  had  bellowed.  In  the  thirtieth  year 
Of  his  age,  and  in  the  hour  of  intoxication  and  fleep, 
Michael  the  third  was  murdered  in  his  chamber 
by  the  founder  of  a new  dynafty,  whom  the  em- 
peror had  raifed  to  an  equality  of  rank  and  power. 
Bafil  I.  the  The  genealogy  of  Bafil  the  Macedonian  (if  it 
Macedo-  be  not  the  fpurious  offspring  of  pride  and  flattery) 
a.d.  867,  exhibits  a genuine  pifture  of  the  revolution  of  the 
Sept.  14.  mofl.  iUuftrious  families.  The  Arfacides,  the  rivals 
of  Rome,  poffefred  the  fceptre  of  the  Eafl  near  four 
hundred  years : a younger  branch  of  thefe  Parthian 
kings  continued  to  reign  in  Armenia;  and  their 
royal  defcendants  furvived  the  partition  and  fervi- 
tude  of  that  ancient  monarchy.  Two  of  thefe, 
Artabanus  and  Chlienes,  efcaped  or  retired  to  the 
. court  of  Leo  the  firft : his  bounty  feated  them 

in  a fafe  and  hofpitable  exile,  in  the  province 
of  Macedonia : Adrianople  was  their  final  fettle- 
ment.  During  feveral  generations  they  maintained 

• the 
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the  dignity  of  their  birth;  and  their  Roman  pa-  cx*Iv'jIj>• 
triotifm  rejected  .the  tempting  offers  of  the  Per-  „ _!» 
fian  and  Arabian  powers,  who  recalled  them  to 
their  native  country.  But  their  fplendour  was  in- 
fenfibly  clouded  by  time  and  poverty;  and  the 
father  of  Bafil  was  reduced  to  a fmall  farm,  which 
he  cultivated  with  his  own  hands : yet  he  fcorrted 
to  difgracc  the  blood  of  the  Arfacides  by  a plebeian 
alliance : his  wife,  a widow  of  Adrianople,  was 
pleafed  to  count  among  her  anceftors,  the  great 
Conftantine ; and  their  royal  infant  was  conne&ed 
by  fome  dark  affinity  of  lineage  or  country  with 
the  Macedonian  Alexander.  No  fooner  was  he 
born,  than  the  cradle  of  Bafil,  his  family,  and  his 
city,  were  fwept  away  by  an  inundation  of  the  Bul- 
garians : he  was  educate^  a Have  in  a foreign  land ; 
and  in  this  fevere  difeipline,  he  acquired  the  hardi- 
nefs  of  body  and  flexibility  of  mind  which  pro- 
moted his  future  elevation.  In  the  age  of  youth  or 
manhood  he  fhared  the  deliverance  of  the  Rqman 
captives, who  generoufly  broke  their  fetters,  marched 
through  Bulgaria  to  the  Ihores  of  the  Euxine,  de- 
feated two  armies  of  Barbarians,  embarked  in  the 
Ihips  which  had  been  ftationed  for  their  reception, 
and  returned  to  Conftantinople,  from  whence  they 
were  diftributed  to  their  refpedtive  homes.  But 
the  freedom  of  Bafil  was  naked  and  deftitute : his 

■'  ’ 1 ■'  1 1 * 

farm  was  ruined  by  the  calamities  of  war : after  his 
father’s  death,  his  manual  labour,  or  fervice,  could 
no  longer  fupport  a family  of  orphans ; and  he  re- 
folved  to  feek  a more  confpicuous  theatre,  in  which 
every  virtue  and  every  vice  may  lead  to  the  paths 
' Vol.  IX.  E of 
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—t~, , dantinople,  without  friends  or  money,  the  weary 
pilgrim  fiept  on  the  deps  of  the  church  of  St4 
Diomede:  he  was  fed  by  the  cafual  hofpitality  of  a 
monk;  and  was  introduced  to  the  fervice  of  a coufin 
and  namefake  of  the  emperor  Theophilus;  who* 
though  himfelf  of  a diminutive  perfon,  was  always 
followed  by  a train  of  tall  and  handfome  domeftics* 
Bafil  attended  his  patron  to  the  government  of 
Peloponnefus ; eclipfed,  by  his  perlonal  merit,  the 
birth  and  dignity  of  Theophilus,  and  formed  -aa 
ufeful  connexion  with  a wealthy  and  charitable 
matron  of  Patras.  Her  fpiritual  or  carnal  love 
embraced  the  young  adventurer,  whom  fhe  adopted 
as  her  fon.  Danielis  prefented  him  with  thirty 
Haves;  and  the  produce  of  her  bounty  was  ex- 
pended in  the  fupport  of  his  brothers,  and  the 
purchafe  of  fome  large  eftates  in  Macedonia.  His 
gratitude  or  ambition  Hill  attached  him  to  the  fer- 
vice of  Theophilus ; and  a lucky  accident  recom- 
mended him  to  the  notice  of  the  court.  A famous 
wreftler,  in  the  train  of  the  Bulgarian  ambadadors, 
had  defied,  at  the  royal  banquet,  the  bolded  and 
mod  robud  of  the  Greeks.  The  drength  of  Bafil 
was  praifed  ; he  accepted  the  challenge ; and  the 
Barbarian  champion  was  overthrown  at  the  firft' 
onfet.  A beautiful  but  vicious  horfe  was  con- 
demned to  be  hamdrung : it  was  fubdued  by  the 
dexterity  and  courage  of  the  fervant  of  Theophilus  j 
and  his  conqueror  was  promoted  to  an  honourable 
rank  in  the  Imperial  dables.  But  is  was  impoflible  - 
to  obtain  the  confidence  of  Michael,  without  com- 
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plying  with  his  vices;  and  his  new  favourite,  the  CUA  p* 
great  chamberlain  of  the  palace,  was  raifed  and  j 

fupported  by  a difgraceful  marriage  with  a royal 
concubine,  and  the  difhonour  of  his  fider,  who 
fucceeded  to  her  place.  The  public  adminiftration 
had  been  abandoned  to  the  Ca_Tar  Bard  as,  the 
brother  and  enemy  of  Theodora ; but  the  arts  of 
female  influence  perfuaded  Michael  to  hate  and  to 
fear  his  uncle:  he  was  drawn  from  Confiantinople, 
under  the  pretence  of  a Cretan  expedition,  and  dab- 
bed in  the  tent  of  audience,  by  the  fword  of  the 
chamberlain,  and  in  the  prefence  of  the  emperor. 

About  a month  after  this  execution,  Bafil  was  in- 
verted with  the  title  of  Augudus  and  the  govern- 

o o t 

ment  of  the  empire.  He  fupported  this  unequal 
afTociation  till  his  influence  was  fortified  by  popular 
efteem.  His  life  was  endangered  by  the  caprice 
of  the  emperor ; and  his  dignity  was  profaned  by  a 
lecond  colleague,  who  had  rowed  in  the  gallies. 

Yet  the  murder  of  his  benefador  mud  be  con- 
demned as  an  ad  of  ingratitude  and  treafon ; and 
the  churches  which  he  dedicated  to  the  name  of 
St.  Michael,  were  a poor  and  puerile  expiation  of 
his  guilt. 

The  different  ages  of  Bafil  the  firfl,  may  be 
compared  with  thole  of  Auguftus.  1 he  fituation 
of  the  Greek  did  not  allow  him  in  his  earlieft 
youth  to  lead  an  army  againft  his  country,  or  to 
profcribe  the  nobleft  of  her  Tons ; but  his  afpiring 
genius  ftooped  to  the  arts  of  a Have ; he  dif- 
fembled  his  ambition  and  even  his  virtues,  and 
grafped,  with  the  bloody  hand  of  an  alTaflin,  the 
E a empire 
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XLvnf  cmPire  which  he  ruled  with  the  wifdom  and  ten- 

■i  i dernefs  of  a parent.  A private  citizen  may  feel 
his  intereft  repugnant  to  his  duty;  but  it  mud  doe 
from  a deficiency  of  l'enfe  or  courage,  that  an  ab- 
folute  monarch  can  feparate  his  happinefs  from  his 
glory,  or  his  glory  from  the  public  welfare.  The 
life  or  panegyric  of  Bafil  has  indeed  been  com- 
poled  and  publilhed  under  the  long  reign  of  his 
defcendants ; but  even  their  (lability  on  the  throne 
may  be  juflly  afcribed  to  the  fuperior  merit  of 
their  anceilor.  In  his  character,  his  grandfon 
Condantine  has  attempted  to  delineate  a perfect 
image  of  royalty : but  that  feeble  prince,  unlefs 
he  had  copied  a real  model,  could  not  eafily  have 
foared  fo  high  above  the  level  of  his  own  conduit 
or  conceptions.  But  the  moft  folid  praife  of  Bafil 
is  drawn  from  the  comparifon  of  a ruined  and  a 
flouridling  monarchy,  that  which  he  wrefted  from 
the  diffolute  Michael,  and  that  which  he  be- 
queathed to  the  Macedonian  dynaity.  The  evils 
which  had  been  fanftified  by  time  and  example, 
were  corrected  by  his  mailer- hand;  and  he  re- 
vived, if  not  the  national  fpirit,  at  lead  the  order 
apd  majedy  of  the  Roman  empire.  His-  appli- 
cation was  indefatigable,  his  temper  cool,  his  un- 
derdanding  vigorous  and  decifive;  and  in  his 
practice  he  obferved  that  rare  and  falutary  mo- 
deration, which  purfues  each  virtue,  at  an  equal 
didance  between  the  oppofite  vices.  His  military 
fervice  had  been  confined  to  the  palace ; nor  was 
the  emperor  endowed  with  the  fpirit  or  the  ta- 
lents of  a warrior.  Yet  under  his  reign  the 
Roman  arms  were  again  formidable  to  the  Bar- 
barians. 
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barians.  As  foon  as  he  had  formed  a new  army 
by  difeipline  and  exercife,  he  appeared  in  perfon  ' — * — < 
on  the  banks  of  the  Euphrates,  curbed  the  pride  of 
the  Saracens,  and  fupprefled  the  dangerous  though 
juft  revolt  of  the  Manichaeans.  His  indignation 
againft  a rebel  who  had  long  eluded  his  purfuit, 
provoked  him  to  wifh  and  to  pray,  that,  by  the 
grace  of  God,  he  might  drive  three  arrows  into  . 
the  head  of  Chryfochir.  That  odious  head,  which 
had  been  obtained  by  treafon  rather  than  by  va- 
lour, was  fufpended  from  a tree,  and  thrice  ex- 
pofed  to  the  dexterity  of  the  Imperial  archer : a 
bafe  revenge  againft  the  dead,  more  worthy  of 
the  times,  than  of  the  character  of  Bafil.  But  his 
principal  merit  was  in  the  civil  adminiftration  of 
the  finances  and  of  the  laws.  To  replenifh  an 
exhaufted  treafury,  it  was  propofed  to  refume  the 
lavifh  and  ill-placed  gifts  of  his  predeceflor  : his 
prudence  abated  one  moiety  of  the  reftitution ; 
and  a fum  of  twelve  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
was  inftantly  procured  to  anlwer  the  moft  prefllng 
demands,  and  to  allow  fome  {pace  for  the  mature 
operations  of  ceconomy.  Among  the  various  fchemes 
for  the  improvement  of  the  revenue,  a new  mode 
was  fuggefted  of  capitation,  or  tribute,  which 
would  have  too  much  depended  on  the  arbitrary 
diferetion  of  the  afifefibrs.  A fufficient  lift  of 
honeft  and  able  agents  was  inftantly  produced  by 
the  minifter ; but  on  the  more  careful  ferutiny  of 
Bafil  himfelf,  only  two  could  be  found,  who 
might  be  fafely  entrufted  with  fuch  dangerous 
powers ; and  they  juftified  his  efteem  by  de- 
clining his  confidence.  But  the  ferious  and  fuc- 
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XLvnf’  ce^u^  diligence  of  the  emperor  eftablifhed  by 
degrees  an  equitable  balance  of  property  and  pay- 
ment, of  receipt  and  expenditure : a peculiar  fund 
was  appropriated  to  each  fcrvice;  and  a public 
method  fee u red  the  intereft  of  the  prince  and  the 
property  of  the  people.  After  reforming  the 
luxury,  he  afligned  two  patrimonial  eftates  to  fup- 
ply  the  decent  plenty,  of  the  Imperial  table:  the 
contributions  of  the  fubjed  w’ere  referved  for  his 
defence ; and  the  refidue  was  employed  in  the  em- 
bellifliment  of  the  capital  and  provinces.  A tafte 
for  building,  however  coftly,  may  deferve  fome 
praife  and  much  excufe : from  thence  induftry  is 
fed,  art  is  encouraged,  and  fome  objed  is  at- 
tained of  public  emolument  or  pleafure : the  ufe 
of  a road,  an  aquedud,  or  an  hofpital,  is  obvious 
and  folid ; and  the  hundred  churches  that  arofe 
by  the  command  of  Bafil,  were  confecrated  to  the 
devotion  of  the  age.  In  the  charader  of  a judge, 
he  was  arduous  and  impartial ; defirous  to  fave, 
but  not  afraid  to  ftrike : the  opprefiors  of  the 
people  were  leverely  chaftifed;  but  his  perfonal 
foes,  whom  it  might  be  unfafe  to  pardon,  were 
condemned,  after  the  lofs  of  their  eyes,  to  a life 
of  folitude  and  repentance.  The  change  of  lan- 
guage and  manners  demanded  a revifion  of  thq 
obfolete  jurifprudence  of  Juftinian:  the  volu- 
minous body  of  his  Inftitutes,  Pandeds,  Code, 
and  Novels,  was  digefted  under  forty  titles,  in  the 
Greek  idiom ; and  the  Bqfilics , which  were  im- 
proved and  completed  by  his  fon  and  grandfon, 
mud  ' be  referred  to  the  original  genius  of  the 
fqunder  of  their  race.  This  glorious  reign  was 
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terminated  by  an  accident  in  the  chafe.  A fu-  chap. 

• J . ‘ XLVI II 

nous  (lag  entangled  his  horns  in  the  belt  of  Bafil,  , 
and  raifed  him  from  his  horfe : he  was  refcued  by 
an  attendant,  who  cut  the  belt  and  flew  the  animal  ; 
but  the  fall,  or  the  fever,  exhaufled  the  ftiength  of 
the  aged  monarch,  and  he  expired  in  the  palace, 
amidft  the  tears  of  his  family  and  people.  If  he 
ftruck  off  the  head  of  the  faithful  fervaiit,  for  pre- 
fuming to  draw  his  fword  againlt  his  Ibvereign  ; 
the  pride  of  dcfpotifm,  which  had  lain  dormant  in 
his  life,  revived  in  the  laft  moments  of  defpair, 
when  he  no  longer  wanted  or  valued  the  opinion  of 
mankind. 

Of  the  four  fons  of  the  emperor,  Conflantine  Leo  vr. 
died  before  his  father,  whofe  grief  and  credulity  lopher,'10* 
were  amufed  by  a flattering  impoftor  and  a vain  886, 
apparition.  Stephen,  the  youngeft,  was  content 
with  the  honours  of  a patriarch  and  a faint;  both 
J_.eo  and  Alexander  were  alike  invefte'd  with  the 
purple,  but  the  powers  of  government  were  folely 
exercifed  by  the  elder  brother.  1 he  name  of 
Leo  the  fixth  has  been  dignified  with  the  title  of 

w 

fhilojopber ; and  the  union  of  the  prince  and  the 
fage,  of  the  adtive  and  fpeculative  virtues,  would 
indeed  conftitute  the  perfe&ion  of  human  nature. 

But  the  claims  of  Leo  are  far  fhort  of  this  ideal 
excellence.  Did  he  reduce  his  paflions  and  ap- 
petites under  the  dominiog  of  reafon  ? His  life 
was  fpent  in  the  pomp  of  the  palace,  in  the  fo- 
ciety  of  his  wives  and  concubines ; and  even  the 
clemency  which  he  fhewed,  and  the  peace  which 
he  ftrove  to  preferve,  mud  be  imputed  to  the 
foftnefs  and  indolence  of  his  character.  Did  he 

E 4 fubdut; 


Digitized  by  Google 


56 

CHAP. 

XLVIII. 

L ■ ^ - / 


THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 

fubdue  his  prejudices,  and  thofe  of  his  fubje&s  ? 
His  mind  was  tinged  with  the  moft  puerile  luper- 
ftition;  the  influence  of  the  clergy,  and  the  er- 
rors of  the  people,  were  confecrated  by  his  laws ; 
and  the  oracles  of  Leo,  which  reveal,  in  prophetic 
ftyle,  the  fates  of  the  empire,  are  founded  on  the 
arts  of  aftrology  and  divination.  If  we  ftill  in- 
quire the  reafon  of  his  fage  appellation,  it  can  only 
be  replied,  that  the  fon  of  Bafil  was  lefs  ignorant 
than  the  greater  part  of  his  contemporaries  in 
church  and  ftate  j that  his  education  had  been 
directed  by  the  learned  Photius ; and  that  feveral 
books  of  profane  and  ecclefiaftical  fcience  were 
compofed  by  the  pen,  or  in  the  name,  of  the  Im- 
perial philofopber.  But  the  reputation  of  his  phi- 
lofophy  and  religion  was  overthrown  by  a domeftic 
vice,  the  repetition  of  his  nuptials.  The  pri- 
mitive ideas  of  the  merit  and  holinefs  of  celibacy, 
were  preached  by  the  monks  and  entertained  by 
the  Greeks.  Marriage  was  allowed  as  a neceflary 
means  for  the  propagation  of  mankind ; after  the 
death  of  either  party,  the  furvivor  might  fatisfy 
by  a fecond  union,  the  weaknefs  or  the  ftrength  of 
the  flefh  : but  a third  marriage  was  cenfured  as  a 
ftate  of  legal  fornication ; and  a fourth  was  a flu 
or  fcandal  as  yet  unknown  to  the  Chriftians  of  the 
Eaft.  In  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  Leo  himfelf 
had  abolifhed  the  ftate  of  concubines,  and  con- 
demned, without  annulling,  third  marriages:  but 
his  patriotifm  and  love  foon  compelled  him  tq 
violate  his  own  laws,  and  to  incur  the  penance, 
which  in  a fimilar  cafe  he  had  impofed  on  his 
fubje&s.  In  his  three  firft  alliances,  his  nuptial 
. - bed 
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bed  was  unfruitful;  the  emperor  required  a fe-  xlvuT.' 
male  companion,  and  the  empire  a legitimate  ^ — » — -* 
heir.  The  beautiful  Zoe  was  introduced  into  the 
palace  as  a concubine  ; and  after  a trial  of  her  fe- 
cundity, and  the  birth  of  Conftantine,  her  lover 
declared  his  intention  of  legitimating  the  mother 
and  the  child,  by  the  celebration  of  his  fourth 
nuptials.  But  the  patriarch  Nicholas  refufed  his 
bleffing:  the  -Imperial  baptifm  of  the  young 
prince  was  obtained  by  a promife  of  feparation  j 
;ind  the  contumacious  hufband  of  Zoe  was  ex- 
cluded from  the  communion  of  the  faithful. 

Neither  the  fear  of  exile,  nor  the  defertion  of  his  v 
brethren,  nor  the  authority  of  the  Latin  church, 
nor  the  danger  of  failure  or  doubt  in  the  fuc- 
ceffion  to  the  empire,  could  bend  the  fpirit  of  the 
inflexible . monk.  After  the  death  of  Leo,  he 
was  recalled  from  exile  to  the  civil  and  eccle- 
fiafticai  adminiftration ; and  the  edi<5t  of  union 
which  was  promulgated  in  the  name  of  Conftan- 
pne,  condemned  the  future  fcandal  of  fourth  mar- 
riages, and  left  a tacit  imputation  on  his  own 
birth. 


In  the  Greek  language,  purple  and  porphyry  are  Alexan- 
the  fame  word : and  as  the  colours  of  nature  are  ‘^'n’t^n" 
invariable,  we  may  learn,  that  a dark  deep  red  vn.  Por- 
was  the  Tyrian  dye  which  ftained  the  purple  of  jli’tuT,8'* 
the  ancients.  An  apartment  of  the  Byzantine  pa-  A.D.911, 
Jace  was  lined  with  porphyry : it  was  referved  for 
the  ufe  of  the  pregnant  emprefles  ; and  the  royal 
birth  of  their  children  was  exprefled  by'  the  ap- 


pellation of  porphyrogenitc,  or  born  in  the  purple. 
Several  of  the  Roman  princes  had  been  bit? fled 

with 


Digitized  by  Google 


( 


58  THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 

chap,  with  an  heir;  but  this  peculiar  furname  was  firft 
. ^ applied  to  Conftantine  the  feventh.  His  life  and 

titular  reign  were  of  equal  duration  ; but  of  fifty- 
four  years,  fix  had  elapled  before  his  father’s  death  j 
and  the  fon  of  Leo  was  ever  the  voluntary  or  re- 
luctant fubjeCt  of  thofe  who  oppreffed  his  weak- 
nefs  or  abufed  his  confidence.  His  uncle  Alex- 
ander, who  had  long  been  inverted  with  the  title  of 
Auguftus,  was  the  firft  colleague  and  governor  of 
the  young  prince : but  in  a rapid  career  of  vice 
and  folly,  the  brother  of  Leo  already  emulated  the 
reputation  of  Michael ; and  when  he  was  ex- 
tinguifhed  by  a timely  death,  he  entertained  a 
projeCt  of  calibrating  his  nephew,  and  leaving  the 
empire  to  a worthlefs  favourite.  The  fucceeding 
years  of  the  minority  of  Conftantine  were  occu- 
pied by  his  mother  Zoe,  and  a fucceflion  or  coun- 
cil of  feven  regents,  who  purfued  their  interefl, 
gratified  their  paflions,  abandoned  the  republic, 
fupplanted  each  other,  and  finally  vanifhed  in  the 
prefence  of  a foldier.  From  an  obfeure  origin, 
Romanus  Lecapenus  had  raifed  himfelf  to  the 
command  of  the  naval  armies ; and  in  the  anarchy 
of  the  times,  had  deferved,  or  at  leaft  had  obtained, 
the  national  efteem.  With  a victorious  and  af- 
fectionate fleet,  he  failed  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Danube  into  the  harbour  of  Conftantinople,  and 
was  haiied  as  the  deliverer  of  the  people,  and  the 
guardian  of  the  prince.  His  fupreme  office  was 
at  firft  defined  by  the  new  appellation  of  father  of 
Romanus  the  emperor ; but  Romanus  foon  difdained  the 
peniis^3"  fubordinate  powers  of  a minifter,  and  affbmed# 
A.D.  919,  with  the  titles  of  Caefar  and  Auguftus,  the  full 
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independence  of  royalty,  which  he  held  near  five  and 
twenty  years.  His  three  fons,  Chriftopher,  Ste- 
phen, and  Confiantine,  were  l'uccdlively  adorned 
with  the  fame  honours,  and  the  lawful  emperor 
was  degraded  from  the  firft  to  the  fifth  rank  in  this 
college  of  princes.  Yet,  in  the  prefervation  of 
his  life  and  crown,  he  might  ftili  applaud  his  own 
fortune  and  the  clemency  of  the  ufurper.  The 
examples  of  ancient  and  modern  hiftory  would 
have  excufed  the  ambition  of  Romanus  t the 
powers  and  the  laws  of  the  empire  were  in  his 
hand  j the  fpurious  birth  of  Conllantine  would 
have  juftified  his  exclufionj  and  the  grave  or  the 
raonaftery  was  open  to  receive  the  fon  of  the  con- 
cubine. But  Lecapenus  does  not  appear  to  have 
poflefled  either  the  virtues  or  the  vices  of  a tyrant. 
The  fpirit  and  adtivity  of  his  private  life  difiolved 
away  in  the  funfhine  of  die  throne ; and  in  his  li- 
centious pleafures,  he  forgot  the  fafety  both  of 
the  republic  and  of  his  family.  Of  a mild  and 
religious  character,  he  refpedted  the  fanclity  of 
oaths,  the  innocence  of  the  youth,  the  memory  of 
his  parents  and  the  attachment  of  the  people. 
The  ftudious  temper  and  retirement  of  Conftan- 
tine,  difarmed  the  jealoufy  of  power  : his  books 
and  mufic,  his  pen  and  his  pencil,  were  a conftant 
fource  of  amufement ; and  if  he  could  improve  a 
fcanty  allowance  by  the  fale  of  his  pictures,  if 
their  price  was  hot  enhanced  by  the  name  of  the 
artift,  he  was  endowed  with  a perfonal  talent, 
which  few  princes  could  employ  in  the  hour  of 
adverfity. 
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cm  The  fall  of  Romanus  was  occafioned  by  his 
1 _ own  vices  and  thole  of  his  children.  After  the 
ffineVii  deceafe  °f  Chriftopher,  his  eldell  fon,  the  two  fur- 
A.D.  545,  viving  brothers  quarrelled  with  each  other,  and 
confpired  againlt  their  father.  At  die  hour  of 
noon,  when  all  ftrangers  were  regularly  excluded 
from  the  palace,  they  entered  his  apartment  w’ith 
an  armed  force,  and  conveyed  him,  in  the  habit  of 
a monk,  to  a fmall  illand  in  the  Propontis,  which 
was  peopled  by  a religious  community.  The  ru- 
mour of  this  domeftic  revolution  excited  a tumult 
in  the  city ; but  Porphyrogenitus  alone,  the  true 
and  lawful  emperor,  was  the  object  of  the  public 
care ; and  the  fons  of  Lecapenus  were  taught,  by 
tardy  experience,  that  they  had  atchieved  a guilty 
and  perilous  enterprife  for  the  benefit  of  their  rival. 
Their  filler  Helena,  the  wife  of  Conftantine,  re- 
vealed, or  fuppofed,  their  treacherous  delign  of 
alfalfinating  her  hulband  at  the  royal  banquet. 
His  loyal  adherents  were  alarmed ; and  the  two 
ufurpers  were  prevented,  feized,  degraded  from 
the  purple,  and  embarked  for  the  fame  illand  and 
monaftery  where  their  father  had  been  fo  lately 
confined.  Old  Romanus  met  them  on  the  beach 
with  a farcaftic  fmile,  and,  after  a juft  reproach  of 
their  folly  and  ingratitude,  prefented  his  Imperial 
colleagues  with  an  equal  lhare  of  his  water  and 
vegetable  diet.  In  the  fortieth  year  of  his  reign, 
Conftantine  the  feventh  obtained  the  pofleflion  of 
the  Eaftern  world,  which  he  ruled,  or  feemed  to 
rule,  near  fifteen  years.  But  he  was  devoid  of 
that  energy  of  character  which  could  emerge  into,  i 

life 


Digitized  by  Googl 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE.  61 


life  of  attion  and  glory ; and  the  ftudies  which 

had  amufed  and  dignified  his  leifure,  were  incom-  y— 

patible  with  the  ferious  duties  of  a fovereign. 

The  emperor  negle&ed  the  pratftice,  to  inftrudt 
his  fon  Romanus  in  the  theory,  of  government : 
while  he  indulged  the  habits  of  intemperance  and 
floth,  he  dropt  the  reins  of  the  adminiilration  into 
the  hands  of  Helena  his  wife;  and,  in  die  fliifting 
fcene  of  her  favour  and  caprice,  each  minifter  was 
regretted  in  the  promotion  of  a more  worthlefs 
fucceffor.  Y et  the  birth  and  misfortunes  of  Con- 


ftantine  had  endeared  him  to  the  Greeks;  they 
excufed  his  failings;  they  refpetfted  his  learning, 
his  innocence,  and  charity,  his  love  of  juftice  ; and 
the  ceremony  of  his  funeral  was  mourned  with  the 
unfeigned  teajrs  of  his  fubjetts.  The  body,  ac- 
cording to  ancient  cuftom,  lay  in  (late  in  the 
veftibule  of  the  palace;  and  the  civil  and  military 
officers,  the  patricians,  the  fenate,  and  the  clergy, 
approached  in  due  order  to  adore  and  kifs  the  ina- 
nimate corpfe  of  their  fovereign.  Before  the  pro- 
ceffion  moved  towards  the  Imperial  fepulchre,  an 
herald  proclaimed  this  awful  admonition : “ Arile, 
<f  O king  of  the  world,  and  obey  the  fummons  of 
tc  the  King  of  kings  !” 


The  death  of  Conftantine  was  imputed  to  poi-  Rom»- 
fon;  and  his  fon  Romanus,  who  derived  that  nufir* 

1 junioi, 

name  from  his  maternal  grandfather,  afcended  the  A.D.959, 
throne  of  Conftantinople.  A prince  who,  at  the  ov'  li' 


age  of  twenty,  could  be  fufpcfted  of  anticipating 
his  inheritance,  mud  have  been  already  loft  in  the 


public  efteem ; yet  Romanus  was  rather  weak 
than  wicked;  and  the  largeft  ffiare  of  the  guilt 


7 


was 


Digitized  by  Google 


6i  TH fc  DECLINE  AND  FAtt 


CHAP. 

XLVIII. 


I 


ttficepho- 

nn  II. 
Phocns, 
A.O.  9631 
Auguii  6. 


was  transferred  to  his  wife,  Theophano,  a womad 
of  bafe  origin,  mafculine  fpirit,  and  flagitious 
manners.  The  fenfe  of  perfonal  glory  and  publid 
happinefs,  the  true  pleafures  of  royalty,  were  un- 
known to  the  fon  of  Conftantine ; and,  while  thd 
two  brothers,  Nicephorus  and  Leo,  triumphed 
over  the  Saracens,  the  hours  which  the  emperor 
owed  to  his  people  were  confumed  in  ftrenuous 
idlenefs.  In  the  morning  he^ifited  the  circus; 
at  noon  he  feafled  the  fenators ; the  greater  part 
of  the  afternoon  he  fpent  in  the  J$h<erifterium , or 
tennis-court,  the  only  theatre  of  his  victories; 
From  thence  he  palled  over  to  the  Afiatic  fide  of 
the  Bofphorus,  hunted  and  killed  four  wild  boars 
bf  the  largeft  fize,  and  returned  to  the  palace, 
proudly  content  with  the  labours  of  the  day.  In 
ftrength  and  beauty  he  was  confpicuous  above  his 
equals : tall  and  ftreight  as  a young  cyprefs,  his 
complexion  was  fair  and  florid,  his  eyes  fparkling, 
his  fhoulders  broad,  his  nofe  long  and  aquiline. 
Yet  even  thefe  perfections  were  infufficient  to  fix 
the  love  of  Theophano ; and,  after  a reign  of 
four  years,  file  mingled  for  her  hulband  the  fame 
deadly  draught  which  Are  had  compofed  for  hi3 
father. 

By  his  marriage  with  this  impious  woman,  Ro- 
man us  tire  younger  left  tvvfc  fons,  Bafil  the  fecond 
and  Conltantine  the  niriii,  and  two  daughters, 
Theophano  and  Anne.  The  eldeft  filter  was 
given  to  Otho  the  fecond,  emperor  of  the  W ell ; 
the  younger  became  the  wife  of  Wolodomir,  great 
duke  and  apoltle  of  Ruflia,  and,  by  the  marriage 
of  her  grand- daughter  with  Henry  the  firlt,  king 
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of  France,  the  blood  of  the  Macedonians,  and  CHAP, 
perhaps  of  the  Arfacides,  dill  flows  in  the  veins  of  1— 
the  Bourbon  line.  After  the  death  of  her  huf- 
band,  the  emprefs  afpired  to  reign  in  the  name  of 
her  fons,  the  elder  of  whom  was  five,  and  the 
younger  only  two,  years  of  age ; but  die  fooii 
felt  the  inftabiiity  of  a throne,  which  was  fup- 
po;  ted  by  a female  who  could  not  be  efteemed, 
and  two  infants  who  could  not  be  feared.  Theo- 
phano  looked  around  for  a protestor,  and  threw 
herfelf  into  the  arms  of  the  braveft  foldier ; her 
heart  was  capacious ; but  the  deformity  of  thd 
ndw  favourite  rendered  it  more  than  probable  that 
intered  was  the  motive  and  excufe  of  her  love. 

Nicephorus  Phocas  united,  in  the  popular  opi- 
nion, the  double  merit  of  an  hero  and  a fainti 
In  the  former  chara&er,  his  qualifications  were 
genuine  and  iplcndid : the  defeendant  of  a race* 
illuftrious  by  their  military  exploits,  he  had  did* 
played,  in  every  ftation  and  in  every  province* 
the  courage  of  a fpldier  and  the  condu£t  of  a 
chief;  and  Nicephorus  was  crowned  with  recent 
laurels,  from  the  important  conqued  of  the  ifle  of 
Crete.  His  religion  was  of  a more  ambiguous 
cad ; and  his  haircloth,  his  fads,  his  pious  idiom*  * 
and  his  wifli  to  retire  from-  the  bufinefs  of  the 
world,  were  a convenient  made  for  his  dark  and 
dangerous  ambition.  Yet  he  impofed  on  an  holy 
patriarch,  by  whofe  influence,  and  by  a decree  of 
the  fenate,  he  was  entruded,  during  the  minority 
of  the  young  princes,  with  the  abfolute  and  inde-* 
pendent  command  of  the  Oriental  armies.  As 
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*XLvniP’  ^00n  as  ^cured  t^!e  leaders  and  the  troops, 

v__v L he  boldly  marched  to  Conftantinople,  trampled  on 

his  enemies,  avowed  his  correfpondence  with  the 
emprefs,  and,  without  degrading  her  fons,  af- 
fumed  with  the  title  of  Auguftus,  the  pre-emi- 
nence of  rank  and  the  plenitude  of  power.  But 
his  marriage  with  Theophano  was  refufed  by  the 
„ fame  patriarch  who  had  placed  the  crown  on  his 
head : by  his  fecond  nuptials  he  incurred  a year  of 
canonical  penance ; a bar  of  fpiritual  affinity  was 
oppofed  to  their  celebration  j and  fome  evafion  and 
perjury  were  required  to  filence  the  fcruples  of  the 
clergy  and  people.  The  popularity  of  the  em- 
n pcror  was  loft  in  the  purple:  in  a reign  of  fix 
years  he  provoked  the  hatred  of  ftrangers  and  fub- 
jedls ; and  the  hypocrify  and  avarice  of  the  firft 
N icephorus  were  revived  in  his  fucceflor.  Hy- 
pocrify I fhall  never  juftify  or  palliate ; but  I will 
dare  to  obferve,  that  the  odious  vice  of  avarice  is 
' ’’  of  all  others  moft  haftily  arraigned,  and  moll  un- 

mercifully condemned.  In  a private  citizen,  our 
judgment  feldom  expedls  an  accurate  fcrutiny  into 
his  fortune  and  expcnce;  and  in  a fteward  of  the 
public  treafure,  frugality  is  always  a virtue,  and 
the  increafe  of  taxes  too  often  an  indifpenfable 
duty.  In  the  ufe. of  his  patrimony,  the  generous 
temper  of  N icephorus  had  been  proved  ; and  the 
revenue  was  ftrictly  applied  to  the  fervice  of  the 
flate : each  fpring  the  emperor  marched  in  perfon 
againft  the  Saracens ; and  every  Roman  might 
compute  the  employment  of  his  taxes  in  triumphs, 
conquefts,  and  the-  fecurity  of  the  Eaftern  barrier. 
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Among  the  warriors  who  promoted  his  elevation,  chap. 

and  ferved  under  his  ftandard,  a noble  and  vali-  1» 

ant  Armenian  had  deferved  and  obtained  the  mod  ^ces^Bn 
eminent  rewards.  The  ftature  of  John  Zimifces  fii  n.Con- 
was  below  the  ordinary  ftandard  ; but,  this  diminu-  jx"a!  d. 
tive  body  was  endowed  with  ftrength,  beauty,  and  969.  Dec. 
the  foul  of  an  hero.  By  the  jealoufy  of  the  em-  *5’ 
peror’s  brother,  he  was  degraded  from  the  office 
of  general  of  the  Eaft,  to  that  of  dire<5tor  of  the 
polls,  and  his  murmurs  were  chaftifed  with  dis- 
grace and  exile.  But  Zimifces  was  ranked  among 
the  numerous  lovers  of  the  emprefs : on  her  in- 
terceffion,  he  was  permitted  to  refide  at  Chalce- 
don,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  capital : her 
bounty  was  repaid  in  his  clandeftine  and  amorous 
vifits  to  the  palace ; and  Theophano  confented, 
with  alacrity,  to  the  death  of  an  ugly  and  penu- 
rious hulband.  Some  bold  and  trufty  confpirators 
were  concealed  in  her  moft  private  chambers  : in 
the  darknefs  of  a winter  night,  Zimifces,  with  his 
principal  companions,  embarked  in  a fmall  boat, 
traverfed  the  Bofphorus,  landed  at  the  palace 
flairs,  and  filently  afcended  a ladder  of  ropes,  which 
was  call  down  by  the  female  attendants.  N either 
his  own  fufpicions,  nor  the  warnings  of  his  friends, 
nor  the  tardy  aid  of  his  brother  Leo,  nor  the  for- 
trefs  which  he  had  eredled  in  the  palace,  could  pro- 
te£l  Nicephorus  from  a domeftic  foe,  at  whofe 
voice  every  door  was  opened  to  the  affaflins.  As 
he  flept  on  a bear-lkin,  on  the  ground,  he  was 
roufed  by  .their  noify  intrufion,  and  thirty  daggers 
glittered  before  his  eyes.  It  is  doubtful  whether 
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chap.  Zimifces  imbrued  his  hands  in  the  blood  of  his 

/ ",  fovereign;  but  he  enjoyed  the  inhuman  fpe&acle 

of  revenge.  The  murder  was  protradled  by  infult 
and  cruelty  ; and  as  foon  as  the  head  of  Nicepho- 
ros was  fhewn  from  the  wihdow,  the  tumult  was 
hulbed,  and  the  Armenian  was  emperor  of  the  Eaft. 
On  the  day  of  his  coronation,  he  was  flopped  on 
the  threfhold  of  St.  Sophia,  by  the  intrepid  patri- 
arch ; who  charged  his  confcience  with  the  deed  of 
treafon  and  blood  ; and  required,  as  a fign  of  re- 
pentance, that  he  rtiould  feparate  himfelf  from  his 
more  criminal  aflbciate.  This  fally  of  apoftolic 
zeal  was  not  offenfive  to  the  prince,  fince  he  could 
neither  love  nor  truft  a woman  who  had  repeat- 
edly violated  the  moft  facred  obligations ; and 
Theophano,  inftead  of  fliaring  his  Imperial  for- 
tune, was  difmifled  with  ignominy  from  his  bed 
and  palace.  In  their  laft  interview,  fhe  difplayed  a 
frantic  and  impotent  rage ; accufed  the  ingratitude 
of  her  lover ; aflaulted  with  words  and  blows,  her 
fon  Bafil,  as  he  flood  filent  and  fubmiflive  in  the 
prefenceofa  fuperior  colleague  ■,  and  avowed  her 
own  proftitution,  in  proclaiming  the  illegitimacy 
of  his  birth.  The  public  indignation  was  appeal- 
ed by  her  exile,  and  the  puniftiment  of  the  meaner 
accomplices  : the  death  of  an  unpopular  prince 
was  forgiven ; and  the  guilt  of  Zimifces  was  for- 
gotten in  the  fplendour  of  his  virtues.  Perhaps 
his  profufion  ftas  lefs  ufeful  to  the  -ftate  than  the 
avarice  of  Nicephorus ; but  his  gentle  and  gene- 
rous behaviour  delighted  all  who  approached  his 
perfon ; and  it  was  only  in  the  paths  of  vi&ory 
that  he  trod  in  the  footfteps  of  his  predeceflor. 
6 ~ ~ The 
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The  greateft  part  of  his  reign  was  employed  in  the  CXLvnf" 
camp  and  the  field:  his  perfonal  valour  and  acti-  > . ? 

vity  were  fignalized  on  the  Danube  and  the  Ti- 
gris, the  ancient  boundaries  of  the  Roman  world  ; 
and  by  his  double  triumph  over  the  Ruffians  and 
the  Saracens,  he  deferved  the  titles  of  faviour  of  the 
empire,  and  conqueror  of  the  Eaft.  In  his  lafl: 
return  from  Syria,  he  obferved  that  the  moft  fruit-  ' 
ful  lands  of  his  new  provinces  were  pofiefied  by  the 
eunuchs.  “ And  is  it  for  them,"  he  exclaimed, 
with  honeft  indignation,  “ that  we  have  fought 
“ and  conquered  ? Is  it  for  them  that  we  fhed 
" our  blood,  and  exhauft  the  treafures  of  our 
“ people  ?”  The  complaint  was  re-echoed  to  the 
palace,  and  the  death  of  Zimifces  is  ftrongly  mark- 
ed with  the  fufpicion  ofpoifon. 

Under  this  ufurpation,  or  regency,  of  twelve  Bafiiil. 
years,  the  two  lawful  emperors,  Bafil  and  Con-  ftantine"' 
ftantine,  had  filently  grown  to  the  age  of  man-  ^ 
hood.  Their  tender  years  had  been  incapable  of  ary  10. 
dominion  : the  refpe&ful  modeity  of  their  attend- 
ance and  falutation,  was  due  to  the  age  and  merit 
of  their  guardians : the  childlefs  ambition  of  thofe 
guardians  had  no  temptation  to  violate  their  right 
of  l'ucceffion  : their  patrimony  was  ably  and  faith- 
fully adminiftered ; and  the  premature  death  of 
Zimifces  was  a lofs,  rather  than  a benefit,  to  the 
fons  of  Romanus.  Their  want  of  experience  de- 
tained them  twelve  years  longer  the  obfcure  and 
voluntary  pupils  of  a miniftcr,  who  extended  his 
reign  by  perfuading  them  to  indulge  the  pleafures 
of  youth,  and  to  difdain  the  labours  of  govern- 
ment. In  thisfilken  web,  the  weaknefs  of  Conftantine 
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SclvuT  waS  ^or  ever  entan8^ec^ » but  h’s  eWer  brother  felt 
s -r-  the  impulfe  of  genius  and  the  defire  of  atftion ; he 
frowned,  and  the  minifter  was  no  more.  Bafil 
was  the  acknowledged  fovereign  of  Conftantinople 
and  the  provinces  of  Europe  ; but  Afia  was  op- 
prefled  by  two  veteran  generals,  Phocas  and  Scle- 
s rus,  who,  alternately  friends  and  enemies,  fubjedts 
and  rebels,  maintained  their  independence,  and  la- 
boured to  emulate  the  example  of  fuccefsful  ufurp- 
ation.  Againft  thefe  domeftic  enemies,  the  fon 
of  Romanus  firft  drew  his  fword,  and  they  trem- 
bled in  the  prefence  of  a lawful  and  high-fpirited 
prince.  The  firft  in  the  front  of  battle  was  thrown 
from  his  horfe,  by  the  ftroke  of  poifon,  or  an  ar- 
row : the  fecond,  who  had  been  twice  loaded  with 
chains,  and  twice  inverted  with  the  purple,  was 
defirous  of  ending  in  peace  the  fmall  remainder 
• of  his  days.  As  the  aged  fuppliant  approached 
the  throne,  with  dim  eyes  and  faultering  fteps, 
leaning  on  his  two  attendants,  the  emperor  exclaim- 
ed, in  the  infolenee  of  youth  and  power,  “ And 
“ is  this  the  man  who  has  fo  long  been  the  objeft 
_ u of  our  terror  ?”  After  he  had  confirmed  his 
own  authority,  and  the  peace  of  the  empire,  the 
trophies  of  Nicephorus  and  Zimifces  would  not 
fuffer  their  royal  pupil  to  fleep  in  the  palace.  His 
■ long  and  frequent  expeditions  againft  the  Saracens 
were  rather  glorious,  than  ufeful  to  the  empire  ; 
but  the  final  deftrutftion  of  the  kingdom  of  Bul- 
garia appears,  fince  the  time  of  Belifarius,  the 
moft  important  triumph  of  the  Roman  arms.  Yet 
- inftead  of  applauding  their  vi&orious  prince,  his 
RibjetSbs  detefted  the  rapacious  and  rigid  avarice 
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of  Bafil  j and  in  the  imperfect  narrative  of  his  ex- 
ploits, we  can  only  difcern  the  courage,  patience, 
and  ferocioufnefs  of  a foldier.  A vicious  educa- 
tion, which  could  not  fubdue  his  fpirit,  had  cloud- 
ed his  mind  he  was  ignorant  of  every  fcience ; 
and  the  remembrance  of  his  learned  and  feeble 
grandfire  might  encourage  his  real  or  affetded  con- 
tempt of  laws  and  lawyers,  of  artids  and  arts.  Of 
fuch  a character,  in  fuch  an  age,  fuperdition  took 
a firm  and  lafting  poffeffion ; after  the  firfllicenfe  of 
his  youth,  Bafil  the  iecon'd  devoted  his  life,  in  the 
palace  and  the  camp,  to  the  penance  of  an  hermit, 
wore  the  monadic  habit  under  his  robes  and  ar- 
mour, obferved  a vow  of  continence,  and  impofed 
on  his  appetites  a perpetual  abdinence  from  wine  and 
flelh.  In  the  fixty-eighth  year  of  his  age,  his  mar- 
tial fpirit  urged  him  to  embark  in  perfon  for  a holy 
war  again!!  the  Saracens  of  Sicily  ; he  was  pre- 
vented by  death,  and  Bafil,  furnamed  the  Slayer 
of  the  Bulgarians,  was  difmiffed  from  the  world, 
with  the  bleffings  of  the  clergy  and  the  curfes  of 
the  people.  After  his  deceafe,  his  brother  Con- 
ftantine  enjoyed,  about  three  years,  the  power,  or 
rather  the  pleafures,  of  royalty  ■,  and  his  only  care 
was  the  fetdement  of  the  fucceffion.  He  had  en- 
joyed, fixty-fix  years,  the  title  of  Auguftusj  and 
the  reign  of  the  two  brothers  is  the  longed,  and  mod: 
obfeure,  of  the  Byzantine  hidory.  . v 

A lineal  fucceffion  of  five  emperors,  in  a period 
of  one  hundred  and  fixty  years,  had  attached  the 
loyalty  of  the  Greeks  to  the  Macedonian  dynady, 
which  had  been  thrice  refpe&ed  by  the  ufurpers 
of  their  power.  After  he  death  of  Constantine  the 
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chap.  ninth.  the  laft  male  of  the  royal  race,  a new  and 

XLVlll.  9 

y -t— . broken  fcene  prefents  itfelf,  and  the  accumulated 
years  of  twelve  emperors  do  not  equal  the  fpace 
of  his  fingle  reign.  His  elder  brother  had  prefer- 
red his  private  chaftity  to  the  public  intereft,  and 
Conftantine  himfelf  had  only  three  daughters ; 
Eudocia,  who  took  the  veil,  and  Zoe  and  Theo- 
dora, who  were  preferved  till  a mature  age  in  a 
ftate  of  ignorance  and  virginity.  When  their  mar- 
riage was  difcufled  in  the  council  of  their  dying 
father,  the  cold  or  pious  Theodora  refufed  to  give 
an  heir  to  the  empire,  but  her  fifter  Zoe  prefented 
herfelf  a willing  vidtim  at  the  altar.  Romanus 
Argyrus,  a patrician  of  a graceful  perfon  and  fair 
reputation,  was  chofen  for  her  hufband,  and,  on  his 
declining  that  honour,  was  informed,  that  blind- 
nefs  or  death  was  the  fecond  alternative.  The 
motive  of  his  reluttance  was  conjugal  affection, 
but  his  faithful  wife  facrificed  her  own  happinefs  to 
his  fafety  and  greatnefs ; and  her  entrance  into  a 
monaftery  removed  the  only  bar  to  the  Imperial 
nuptials.  After  the  deceafe  of  Conftantine,  the 
fceptre  devolved  to  Romanus  the  third  ■,  but  his 
» labours  at  home  and  abroad  were  equally  feeble 
and  fruitlefs  ■,  and  the  mature  age,  the  forty-eight 
years  of  Zoe,  were  lefs  favourable  to  the  hopes  of 
pregnancy  than  to  the  indulgence  of  pleafure.  Her 
favourite  chamberlain  was  an  handfome  Paphlago- 
nian  of  the  name  of  Michael,  whofe  firft  trade 
had  been  that  of  a money-changer ; and  Romanus, 
either  from  gratitude  or  equity,  connived  at  their 
criminal  intercourfe,  or  accepted  a flight  affurance 
of  their  innocence.  But  Zoe  foon  juftified  the 
' Roman 
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Roman  maxim,  that  every  adultrefs  is  capable 
of  poifoning  her  hufband  ; and  the  death  of  Ro- 
manus  was  indantly  followed  by  the  fcandalous 
marriage  and  elevation  of  Michael  the  fourth.  The 
expectations  of  Zoe  were  however  difappointed  : 
inftead  of  a vigorous  and  grateful  lover,  fhe  had 
placed  in  her  bed,  a miferable  wretch,  whofe  health 
and  reafon  were  impaired  by  epileptic  fits,  and 
whofe  confcience  was  tormented  by  defpair  and 
remorfe.  The  mod  fkilful  phyficians  of  the  mind 
and  body  were  fummoned  to  his  aid;  and  his 
hopes  Avere  amufed  by  frequent  pilgrimages  to  the 
baths,  and  to  the  tombs  of  the  mod  popular 
faints ; the  monks  applauded  his  penance,  and, 
except  reditution,  (but  to  whom  fliould  he  have  re- 
dored  ?)  Michael  fought  every  method  of  expiat- 
ing his  guilt.  While  he  groaned  and  prayed  in 
fackcloth  and  afhes,  his  brother,  the  eunuch  John, 
fmiled  at  his  remorfe,  and  enjoyed  the  harved  of 
a crime  of  which  himfelf  was  the  fecret  and  mod 
guilty  author.  His  adminidration  was  only  the 
art  of  fatiating  his  avarice,  and  Zoe  became  a 
captive  in  the  palace  of  her  fathers  and  in  the 
hands  of  her  flaves.  When  he  perceived  the  irre- 
trievable decline  of  his  brother’s  health,  he  intro- 
duced his  nephew,  another  Michael,  who  derived 
his  furname  of  Calaphates  from  his  father’s  occu- 
pation in  the  careening  of  vefiels : at  the  com- 
mand of  the  eunuch,  Zoe  adopted  for  her  fon, 
the  fon  of  a mechanic  ; and  this  fictitious  heir  was 
inveded  with  the  title  and  purple  of  the  Caefars, 
in  the  prefence  of  the  fenate  and  clergy.  So 
feeble  was  the  character  of  Zoe,  that  die  was  op- 
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prefled  by  the  liberty  and  power  which  fhe  recover- 
ed by  the  death  of  the  Paphlagonian ; and  at  the 
end  of  four  days,  fhe  placed,  the  crown  on  the  head 
of  Michael  the  fifth,  who  had  protefted,  with  tears 
and  oaths,  that  he  fhould  ever  reign  the  firft  and 
moll  obedient  of  her  fubjeds.  The  only  ad  of 
his  fhort  reign,  was  his  bale  ingratitude  to  his 
benefadors,  the  eunuch  and  the  emprefs.  The 
difgrace  of  the  former  was  pleafing  to  the  public ; 
but  the  murmurs,  and  at  length  the  clamours,  of 
Conftantinople  deplored  the  exile  of  Zoe,  the 
daughter  of  fo  many  emperors ; her  vices  were  for- 
gotten, and  Michael  was  taught,  that  there  is  a 
period  in  which  the  patience  of  the  tameft  flaves 
rifes  into  fury  and  revenge.  The  citizens  of  every 
degree  aflembled  in  a formidable  tumult  which 
lafted  three  days  ■,  they  befieged  the  palace,  forced 
the  gates,  recalled  their  mothers,  Zoe  from  her 
prifon,  Theodora  from  her  monaftery,  and  con- 
demned the  fon  of  Calaphates  to  the  lofs  of  his 
eyes  or  of  his  life.  For  the  firft  time,  the  Greeks 
beheld  with  furprife  the  two  royal  lifters  feated  on 
the  fame  throne,  prefiding  in  the  fenate,  and  giving 
audience  to  the  ambafladors  of  the  nations.  But  this 
Angular  union  fubfifted  no  more  than  two  months ; 
the  two  fovereigns,  their  tempers,  interefts,  and 
adherents,  were  fecretly  hoftile  to  each  other ; and 
as  Theodora  was  ftill  averfe  to  marriage,  the  in- 
defatigable Zoe,  at  the  age  of  fixty,  confented, 
for  the  public  good,  to  fuftain  the  embraces  of  a 
third  hulband,  and  the  cenfures  of  the  Greek 
church.  His  name  and  number  were  Conftantine 
the  tenth,  and  the  epithet  of  Monomachus , the 
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fingle  combatant,  muft  have  been  expreflive  of  his 
valour  and  viifeory  in  fome  public  or  private  quar- 
rel. But  his  health  was  broken  by  the  torcures  of 
the  gout,  and  his  diffolute  reign  was  fpent  in  the 
alternative  of  ficknefs  and  pleafure.  A fair  and 
noble  widow  had  accompanied  Conftantine  in  his 
exile  to  the  ifle  of  Lefbos,  and  Sclerena  gloried  in 
the  appellation  of  his  miftrefs.  After  his  marri- 
age and  elevation,  he  was  in  veiled  with  the  title 
and  pomp  of  Augujta,  and  occupied  a contiguous 
apartment  in  the  palace.  The  lawful  confort  (fuch 
was  the  delicacy  or  corruption  of  Zoe)  confented 
to  this  Itrange  and  fcandalous  partition  ; and  the 
emperor  appeared  in  public  between  his  wife  and 
his  concubine.  He  furvived  them  both ; but  the  lull 
meafures  of  Conftantine  to  change  the  order  of 
fucceffion  were  prevented  by  the  more  vigilant 
friends  of  Theodora;  and  after  his  deceafe,  Ihe 
refumed,  with  the  general  confent,  the  pofleffion 
of  her  inheritance.  In  her  name,  and  by  the  in- 
fluence of  four  eunuchs,  the  Eaftern  world  was 
peaceably  governed  about  nineteen  months ; and 
as  they  wifhed  to  prolong  their  dominion,  they 
perfuaded  the  aged  princefs  to  nominate  for  her 
fucceflbr  Michael  the  fixth.  The  furnameof  Stra- 
tioticus  declares  his  military  profeffion;  but  the 
crazy  and  decrepit  veteran  could  only  fee  with  the 
eyes,  and  execute  with  the  hands,  of  his  minifters. 
Whilft  he  afeended  the  throne,  Theodora  funk  in- 
to the  grave ; the  laft  of  the  Macedonian  or  Bafi- 
lian  dynafty.  I have  haftily  reviewed,  and  gladly 
difmifs,  this  Ihameful  and  deftruftive  period  of 
' ’ 4 V . twenty- 
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twenty-eight  years,  in  which  the  Greeks,  degraded 
below  the  common  level  of  fervitude,  were  tranf- 
ferred  like  a herd  of  cattle  by  the  choice  or  caprice 
of  two  impotent  females. 

From  this  night  of  flavery,  a ray  of  freedom, 
or  at  leaft  of  fpirit,  begins  to  emerge : the  Greeks 
either  preferved  or  revived  the  ufe  of  furnames, 
which  perpetuate  the  fame  of  hereditary  virtue  j 
and  we  now  difeern  the  rife,  fuccefTion,  and  alli- 
ances of  the  laft  dynafties  of  Conftantinople  and 
Trebizond.  The  Comneni,  who  upheld  for  a while 
the  fate  of  the  finking  empire,  affumed  the  honour 
of  a Roman  origin : but  the  family  had  been  long 
fince  tranfported  from  Italy  to  Afia.  Their  patri- 
monial eftate  was  fituate  in  the  diftridt  of  Cafta- 
mona  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Euxine  j and 
one  of  their  chiefs,  who  had  already  entered  the 
paths  of  ambition,  revifited  with  affe&ion,  perhaps 
with  regret,  the  modeft  though  honourable  dwell- 
ing of  his  fathers.  The  firft  of  their  line  was  the 
illuftrious  Manuel,  who,  in  the  reign  of  the  fe- 
cond  Bafil,  contributed  by  war  and  treaty  to  ap- 
peafe  the  troubles  of  the  Eaft  : he  left  in  a ten- 
der age,  two  fons,  Ifaac  and  John,  whom,  with 
the  confcioufnefs  of  defert,  he  bequeathed  to  the 
gratitude  and  favour  of  his  fovereign.  The  noble 
youths  were  carefully  trained  in  the  learning  of  the 
monalfery,  the  arts  of  the  palace,  and  the  exer- 
cifes  of  the  camp : and  from  the  domeflic  fervice  of 
the  guards,  they  were  rapidly  promoted  to  the 
command  of  provinces  and  armies.  Their  fraternal 
union  doubled  the  force  and  reputation  of  the 
Comneni,  and  their  ancient  nobility  was  illuftrated 
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by  the  marriage  of  the  two  brothers,  with  a captive 
princefs  of  Bulgaria,  and  the  daughter  cf  a patri-  u *,■ 
cian,  who  had  obtained  the  name  of  Cbarctt  from 
the  number  of  enemies  whom  he  had  fent  to  the 
infernal  fhades.  The  foldiers  had  ferved  with  re- 
lu&ant  loyalty  a feries  of  effeminate  matters ; the 
elevation  of  Michael  the  fixth  was  a perfonal  infult 
to  the  more  deferving  generals ; and  their  difcon- 
tentwas  inflamed  by  the  parfimony  of  the  emperor 
and  the  infolence  of  the  eunuchs.  They  fecretly 
aflembled  in  the  fandtuary  of  St.  Sophia,  and  the 
votes  of  the  military  fynod  would  have  been  una- 
nimous in  favour  of  the  old  and  valiant  Cataca- 
lon,  if  the  patriotifm  or  modefty  of  the  veteran 
had  not  fuggefted  the  importance  of  birth  as  well 
as  merit  in  the  choice  of  a fovereign.  Ifaac  Com- 
nenus  was  approved  by  general  confent,  and  the 
alfociates  feparated  without  delay  to  meet  in  thd 
plains  of  Phrygia  at  the  head  of  their  refpedtive 
fquadrons  and  detachments.  The  caufe  of  Michael 
was  defended  in  a fingle  battle  by  the  mercenaries 
of  the  Imperial  guard,  who  were  aliens  to  the 
public  intereft,  and  animated  only  by  a principle 
of  honour  and  gratitude.  After  their  defeat,  the 
fears  of  the  emperor  folicited  a treaty,  which  was 
almoft  accepted  by  the  moderation  of  the  Com- 
nenian.  But  the  former  was  betrayed  by  his  am- 
baffadors,  and  the  latter  was  prevented  by  his 
friends.  The  folitary  Michael  fubmitted  to  the 
voice  of  the  people  j the  patriarch  annulled  their 
oath  of  allegiance ; and  as  he  fhaved  the  head  of 
the  royal  monk,  congratulated  his  beneficial  ex- 
change of  temporal  royalty  for  the  kingdom  of 

heaven : 
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XLvni*’  heaven : an  exchange,  however,  which  the  prieft, 

*■  on  his  own  account,  would  probably  have  declin- 
ed. By  the  hands  of  the  fame  patriarch,  Ifaaq 
Comnenus  was  folemnly  crowned  : the  fword  which 
he  infcribed  on  his  coins,  .might  be  an  offenfive 
fymbol,  if  it  implied  his  title  by  conqueft  j but  this 
fword  would  have  been  drawn  againft  the  foreign 
and  domeftic  enemies  of  the  (late.  The  decline 
of  his  health  and  vigour  fufpended  the  operation 
of  adtive  virtue ; and  the  profpedt  of  approaching 
death  determined  him  to  interpofe  fome  moments 
between  life  and  eternity.  But  inftead  of  leaving 
the  empire  as  the  marriage  portion  of  his  daughter, 
his  reafon  and  inclination  concurred  in  the  prefer- 
ence of  his  brother  John,  a foldier,  a patriot,  and 
the  father  of  five  fons,  the  future  pillars  of  an  here- 
ditary fucceffion.  His  firfl  modeft  reludlance  might 

be  the  natural  didates  of  dilcretion  and  tendernefs. 

>»  , # 

but  his  obftinate  and  fuccefsful  perfeverance,  how- 
ever it  may  dazzle  with  the  fhew  of  virtue,  muft 
be  cenfured  as  a criminal  defertion  of  his  duty, 
and  a rare  offence  againft  his  family  and  country. 
The  purple  which  he  had  refufed  was  accepted  by 
Conftantine  Ducas,  a friend  of  the  Comnenian 
houfe,  and  whofe  noble  birth  was  adorned  with  the 
experience  and  reputation  of  civil  policy.  In  the : 
monaftic  habit,  lfaac  recovered  his  health,  and 
furvived  two  years  his  voluntary  abdication.  At 
the  command  of  his  abbot,  he  obferved  the  rule 
of  St.  Bafil,  and  executed  the  moftfervile  offices  of 
the  convent  t but  his  latent  vanity  was  gratified  ? 
by  the  frequent  and  refpe&ful  vifits  of  the  reigning 
monarch,  who  revered  in  his  perfon  the  character- 
of  a benefactor  and  a faint. 
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If  Conftantine  the  eleventh  were  indeed  the  fub- 
}e£t  rr\oft  worthy  of  empire,  we  muft  pity  the  de-  ■ — — f 
bafement  of  the  age  and  nation  in  which  he  was  Coilft?n- 

° . tine  XI. 

chofen.  In  the  labour  of  puerile  declamations  he  Ducas, 
fought,  without  obtaining,  the  crown  of  elo- 
quence,  more  precious,  in  his  opinion,  than  that  Dec.  15. 
of  Rome;  and,  in  the  fubordinate  functions  of  a 
judge,  he  forgot  the  duties  of  a fovereign  and  a 
warrior.  Far  from  imitating  the  patriotic  indiffe- 
rence of  the  authors  of  his  greatnefs,  Ducas  was 
anxious  only  to  lecure,  at  the  expence  of  the  re- 
public, the  power  and  profperity  of  his  children. 

His  three  fons,  Michael  the  feventh,  Andronicus 
the  firft,  and  Conftantine  the  twelfth,  were  in-) 
vefted,  in  a tender  age,  with  the  equal  title  of  Au- 
guftus  ; and  die  fuceefiion  was  fpeedily  opened  by 
their  father’s  death.  His  widow,  Eudocia,  was  EuJocia, 
entrufted  with  the  adminiftration  ; but  experience 
had  taught  the  jealoufy  of  the  dying  monarch  to 
proteft  his  fons  from  the  danger  of  her  fecond 
nuptials;-  and  her  folemn  engagement,  attefted 
by  the  principal  fenators,  was  depofited  in  the 
hands  of  the  patriarch.  Before  the  end  of  feven 
months,  the  wants  of  Eudocia,  or  thole  of  the 
ftate,  called  aloud  for  the  male  virtues  of  a fol- 
dier  : and  her  heart  had  already  chofen' Romanus 
Diogenes,  whom  Ihe  raifed  from  the  fcaffold  to 
the  throne.  The  difeovery  of  a treafonable  at- 
tempt had  expofed  him  to  the  feverity  of  the  laws  : 
his  beauty  and  valour  abfolved  him  in  the  eyes  of 
the  emprefs  j and  Romanus,  from  a mild  exile, 
was  recalled  on  the  fecond  day  to  the  command 
of  the  Oriental  armies.  Her  royal  choice  W3s  yet 
4 . \ ^ ; ^-unknown 
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unknown  to  the  public ; and  the  promife  which 
would  have  betrayed  her  falfehood  and  levity,  was 
ftolen  by  a dextrous  emiffary  from  the  ambition  of 
the  patriarch.  Xiphilin  at  firft  alleged  the  fandlity 
of  oaths  and  the  facred  nature  of  a trull;  but  a 
whifper,  that  his  brother  was  the  future  emperor, 
relaxed  his  fcruples,  and  forced  him  to  confefs 
that  the  public  fafety  was  the  fupreme  law.  He 
refigned  the  important  paper  ; and  when  his  hopes 
were  confounded  by  the  nomination  of  Romanus, 
he  could  no  longer  regain  his  fecurity,  retradl  his 
declarations,  nor  oppofe  the  fecond  nuptials  of 
the  emprefs.  Yet  a murmur  was  heard  in  the 
palace  ; and  the  Barbarian  guards  had  raifed  their 
battle-axes  in  the  caufe  of  the  houfe  of  Ducas,  till 
the  young  princes  werefoothed  by  the  tears'of  their 
mother  and  the  folemn  affurances  of  the  fidelity  of 
their  guardian,  who  filled  the  Imperial  ftation  with 
dignity  and  honour.  Hereafter  I lhall  relate . his 
valiant,  but  unfuccefsfui,  efforts  to  refill  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  Turks.  His  defeat  and  captivity  in- 
flidted  a deadly  wound  on  the  Byzantine  mo- 
narchy of  the  Raft  ; and  after  he  was  relcafed  from 
the  chains  of  the  fultan,  he  vainly  fought  his  wife 
and  his  fubjedts.  His  wife  had  been  thryft  iqto 
a monaftery,  and  the  fubjedts  of  Romanus  had 
embraced  the  rigid  maxim  of  the  civil  law,  that  a 
prifoner  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy  is  deprived,  as 
by  the  ftroke  of  death,  of  all  the  public  and  pri- 
vate rights  of  a citizen.  In  the  general  confterna- 
tion,  the  Caefar  John  afferted  the  indefeafible  right 
of  his  three  nephews  : Conftantinople  liftened  to 
his  voice;  and  the  Turkilh.  captive  was  proclaimr 

ed 
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ed  in  the  capital,  and  received  on  the  frontier,  xlvhF 
as  an  enemy  of  the  republic.  Romanus  was  not  L-v— 
more  fortunate  in  domeftic  than  in  foreign  war:  AD- 

° 1071, 

the  lofs  of  two  battles  compelled  him  to  yield,  on  Auguft. 
the  alfurance  of  fair  and  honourable  treatment ; 
but  his  enemies  were  devoid  of  faith  or  humanity;  * 
and,  after  the  cruel  extin&ionofhis  fight,  his  wounds 
Were  left  to  bleed  and  corrupt,  till  in  a few  days  he 
was  relieved  from  aftate  of  mifery.  Under  the  triple 
reign  of  the  houfe  of  Ducas,  the  two  younger 
brothers  were  reduced  to  the  vain  honours  of  the 


purple ; but  the  eldeft,  the  pufillanimous  Michael, 
was  incapable  of  fuftaining  the  Roman  feeptre ; and 
his  furname  of  Parapinaces  denotes  the  reproach 
which  he  fhared  with  an  avaricious  favourite,  who 
enhanced  the  price,  and  diminifhed  the  meafure, 
of  wheat.  In  the  fchool  of  Pfellus,  and  after  the 
example  of  his  mother,  the  fon  of  Eudocia  made 
fome  proficiency  in  philofophy  and  rhetoric ; but 
his  character  was  degraded,  rather  than  ennobled, 
by  the  virtues  of  a monk  and  the  learning  of  a 
fophift.  Strong  in  the  contempt  of  their  fovereign 
and  their  own  efteem,  two  generals,  at  the  head 
of  the  European  and  Afiatic  legions,  aflumed  the 
purple  at  Adrianople  and  Nice.  Their  revolt  was 
in  the  fame  month ; they  bore  the  fame  name  of 
Nicephorus ; but  the  two  candidates  were  dif- 
tinguifhed  by  the  furnames  of  Bryennius  and  Bo- 
taniates ; the  former  in  the  maturity  of  wifdom 
and  courage,  the  latter  confpicuous  only  by  the 
memory  of  his  paft  exploits.  While  Botaniates 
advanced  with  cautious  and  dilatory  fteps,  his  a&ive 
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competitor  flood  in  arms  before  the  gates  of  Con- 

ftanti- 
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XLvnf'  ^:artt*n0P^e*  The  name  of  Bryennius  was  illuftri- 
ous;  his  caufc  was  popular;  but  his  licentious 
troops  could  not  be  reftrained  from  burning  and 
pillaging  a fuburb;  and  the  people,  who  would 
have  hailed  the  rebel,  rejedled  and  repulfed  the 
incendiary  of  his  country.  This  change  of  the 
public  opinion  was  favourable  to  Botaniates,  who 
at  length,  with  an  army  of  Turks,  approached 
the  fhores  of  Chalcedon.  A formal  invitation, 
in  the  name  of  the  patriarch,  the  fynod,  and 
the  fenate,  was  circulated  through  the  ftrcets  of 
Conftantinople  ; and  the  general  afiembly,  in  the 
dome  of  St.  Sophia,  debated,  with  order  and 
calmnefs,  on  the  choice  of  their  fovereign.  The 
guards  of  Michael  would  have  difperfed  this  un- 
armed multitude;  but  the  feeble  emperor,  ap- 
plauding his  own  moderation  and  clemency,  re- 
figned  the  enfigns  of  royalty,  and  was  rewarded 
with  the  monadic  habit,  and  the  title  of  archbifhop 
of  Ephefus.  He  left  a fon,  a Condantine,  born 
and  educated  in  the  purple  ; and  a daughter  of  the 
houfeofDucas  illudrated  the  blood,  and  confirmed 
the  fucceflion,  of  the  Comneniandynady. 

John  Comnenus,  the  brother  of  the  emperor 
Ifaac,  furvived  in  peace  and  dignity  his  generous 
ates.A.D.  refufal  of  the  feeptre.  By  his  wife  Anne,  a wo- 
March  ij.  man  of  mafeuline  fpirit  and  policy,  he  left  eight 
children ; the  three  daughters  multiplied  the  Com- 
nenian  alliances  with  the  nobled  of  the  Greeks  : of 
the  five  fons,  Manuel  was  dopped  by  a premature 
death ; Ifaac  and  Alexius  redored  the  Imperial 
greatnefs  of  their  houfe,  which  was  enjoyed  with- 
out toil  or  danger,  by  the  two  younger  brethren, 

Adrian 


Nicepho- 
rus III. 

Botani- 


Digitized  by  Google 


6?  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE.  Si 

\ 


Adrian  and  Nicephorus.  Alexius,  the  third  and 
moft  illuftrious  of  the  brothers,  was  endowed  by 
nature  with  the  choiceft  gifts  both  of  mind  and 
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body : they  were  cultivated  by  a liberal  education, 
and  exercifed  in  the  fchool  of  obedience  and  ad- 
verfity.  The  youth  was  difmifled  from  the  perils 
of  the  Turkifh  war,  by  the  paternal  care  of  the  em- 
peror Romanus  j but  the  mother  of  the  Comneni, 

• with  her  afpiring  race,  was  accufed  of  treafon,  and 
banifhed,  by  the  Tons  of  Ducas,  to  an  ifland  in  the 
Propontis.  The  two  brothers  foon  emerged  into 
favour  and  a&ion,  fought  by  each  other’s  fide 
; againft  the  rebels  and  Barbarians,  and  adhered  to 
the  emperor  Michael,  till  he  was  deferted  by  the 
world  and  by  himfelf.  Jn  his  firft  interview  with 
Botaniates,  " Prince,”  faid  Alexius,  with  a noble 
franknefs,  “ my  duty  rendered  me  your  enemy  j 
**  the  decrees  of  God  and  of  the  people  have  made 
“ me  your  fubjeft.  Judge  of  my  future  loyalty, 

“ by  my  pafb  oppofition.”  The  fuccelforof  Mi- 
chael entertained  him  with  efteem  and  confidence  : 
his  valour  was  employed  againfl:  three  rebels,  who 
diflurbed  the  peace  of  the  empire,  or  at  lead  of  the 
' emperors.  Urfel,  Bryennius,  and  Bafilacius,  were 
formidable  by  their  numerous  forces  and  military 
fame : they  were  fuccefiively  vanquifhed  in  the 
field,  and  led  in  chains  to  the  foot  of  the  throne ; and  . 
whatever  treatment  they  might  receive  from  a timid 
and  cruel  court,  they  applauded  the  clemency,  as 
well  as  the  courage,  of  their  conqueror.  But  the 
loyalty  of  the  Comneni  was  foon  tainted  by  fear 
and  fufpicion;  nor  is  it  eafy  to  fettle  between  a,, 
fubjed  and  a defpot,  the  debt  of  gratitude,  which 
Vot.IX.  ' G the 
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^XLViif*  t^5C  ^ormer tempted  to  claim  by  a revolt,  and  tha 

. latter  to  difcharge  by  an  executioner.  The  refufal  of 

Alexius  to  march  againfl:  a fourth  rebel,  the  hufband 
of  his  After,  deftroyed  the  merit  or  memory  of  his 
paft  fervices  : the  favourites  of  Botaniates  provoked 
the  ambition  which  they  apprehended  and  accufed  ; 
and  the  retreat  of  the  two  brothers  might  be  juftifi- 
ed  by  the  defence  of  their  life  or  liberty.  The 
women  of  the  family  were  depofited  in  a fandtuary, 
refpedted  by  tyrants : the  men,  mounted  on  horfe- 
barck,  fallied  from  the  city,  and  eredted  the  ftan- 
dard  of  civil  war.  The  foldiers,  who  had  been  gra- 
dually aflembled  in  the  capital  and  the  neighbour- 
hood, were  devoted  to  the  caufe  of  a victorious  and 
injured  leader  : the  ties  of  common  intereft  and  do- 
meftic  alliance  fecured  the  attachment  of  the  houle 
of  Ducas ; and  the  generous  difpute  of  the  Com- 
neni  was  terminated  by  the  decifive  refolution  of 
Ifaac,  who  was  the  firft  to  inveft  his  younger  bro-. 
ther  with  the  name  and  enfigns  of  royalty.  Thev 
returned  to  Conftantinople,  to  threaten  rather  than 
befiege  that  impregnable  fortrefs ; but  the  fidelity 
of  the  guards  was  corrupted;  a gate  was  furprifed; 
and  the  fleet  was  occupied  by  the  adtive  courage 
of  George  Palaeologus,  who  fought  againfl:  his  fa- 
ther, without  foreleeing  that  he  laboured  for  his 
pofterity.  Alexius  afeended  the  throne  ; and  his 
aged  competitor  difappeared  in  a monaftery.  An 
army  of  various  nations  was  gratified  with  the  pil- 
lage of  the  city;  but  the  public  diforders  were 
expiated  by  the  tears  and  fafts  of  the  Comneni,  who 
fubmitted  to  every  penance  compatible  with  die  pof- 
fcflion  of  the  empire.  , 
t 1 1 ' ...  . The 
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The  life  of  the  emperor  Alexius  has  been  de- 
lineated by  a favourite  daughter,  who  was  infpired 
by  a tender  regard  for  his  perfbn  and  a laudable 
zeal  to  perpetuate  his  virtues.  Confcious  of  the 
juft  fufpicion  of  her  readers,  the  princefs  Anne 
Comnena  repeatedly  protefts,  that,  befides  her  per- 
fonal  knowledge,  fhe  had  fearched  the  difcourfe 
and  writings  of  the  moft  refpeCtable  veterans  : that 
, after  an  interval  of  thirty  years,  forgotten  by,  and 
forgetful  of,  the  world,  her  mournful  folitude  was 
inaccefiible  to  hope  and  fear ; and  that  truth,  the 
naked  perfeCt  truth,  was  more  dear  and  facred 
than  the  memory  of  her  parent.  Yet  inftead  of 
the  fimplicity  of  ftyle  and  narrative  which  wins  our 
belief,  an  elaborate  affectation  of  rhetoric  and 
fcience,  betrays  in  every  page  the  vanity  of  a fe- 
male author.  The  genuine  character  of  Alexius 
is  loft  in  a vague  conftellation  of  virtues ; and  the 
perpetual  (train  of  panegyric  and  apology,  awakens 
our  jealoufy,  to  queftion  the  veracity  of  the  hiftorian 
and  the  merit  of  the  hero.  We  cannot  however 
refute  her  judicious  and  important  remark,  that  the 
dilorders  of  the  times  were  the  misfortune  and  the 
glory  of- Alexius;  and  that  every  calamity  which 
can  afflict  a declining  empire  was  accumulated  on 
his  reign  by  the  juftice  of  Heaven  and  the  vices  of 
his  predeceilbrs.  In  theEaft,  the  victorious /Turks 
had  fpread,  from  Perfia  to  the  Hellefpont,  the 
reign  of  the  Koran  and  the  Crefcent : the  Weft  was 
invaded  by  the  adventurous  valour  of  the  Nor- 
mans ; and,  in  the  moments  of  peace,  the  Danube 
poured  forth  new  fwarms,  who  had  gained,  in  the 
fcience  of  war,  what  they  had  loft  in  the  ferociouf- 
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chap.  nefs  0f  manners.  The  fea  was  not  lefs  hoftile  than 

XLVIII. 

v"  ' t the  land ; and  while  the  frontiers  were  aflaulted  by 
an  open  enemy,  the  palace  was  diftra&ed  with 
fecret  treafon  and  conipiracy.  On  a fudden,  the 
banner  of  the  Crofs  was  difplayed  by  the  Latins : 
Europe  was  precipitated  on  Afia;  and  Conflanti- 
nople  had  almoft  been  fwept  away  by  this  impe- 
tuous deluge.  In  the  tempeft  Alexius  fleered  the 
Imperial  veflel  with  dexterity  and  courage.  At 
the  head  of  his  armies,  he  was  bold  in  action,  fkil- 
fi.il  in  flratagem,  patient  of  fatigue,  ready  to  im- 
prove his  advantages,  and  rifing  from  his  defeats 
■with  inexhauftible  vigour.  The  difeipline  of  the 
camp  was  revived,  and  a new  generation  of  men 
and  foldiers  was  created  by  the  example  and  the 
precepts  of  their  leader.  In  his  intercourfe  with 
the  Latins,  Alexius  was  patient  and  artful : his  dif- 
cerning  eye  pervaded  the  new  fyflem  of  an  unknown 
world;  and  I fliall  hereafter  deferibe  the  fuperior 
policy  with  which  he  balanced  the  interefts  and 
paflions  of  the  champions  of  the  firlt  crufade.  In 
a long  reign  of  thirty-feven  years,  he  fubdued  and 
pardoned  the  envy  of  his  equals : the  laws  of 
public  and  private  order  were  reftored : the  arts 
of  wealth  and  fcience  were  cultivated : the  limits 
of  the  empire  were  enlarged  in  Europe  and  Afia  ; 
and  the  Comnenian  feeptre  was  tranfmitted  to  his 
children  of  the  third  and  fourth  generation.  Yet 
the  difficulties  of  the  times  betrayed  fome  defedls 
in  his  charafter ; and  have  expofed  his  memory  to 
fome  juft  or  ungenerous  reproach.  The  reader 
may  poffibly  finile  at  the  lavifh  praife  which  his 
daughter  fo  often  bellows  on  a flying  hero : the 
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wqaknefs  or  prudence  of  his  fituation  might  be 
niiftaken  for  a want  of  perfonal  courage  ; and  his 
political  arts  are  branded  by  the  Latins  with  the 
names  of  deceit  and  diffimulation.  The  increafe 
qf  the  male  and  female  branches  of  his  family 
adorned  the  throne  and  fecured  die  fucceffion ; 
hut  their  princely  luxury  and  pride  offended  the 
patricians,  exhaufted  the  revenue,  and  infulted  the 
mifery  of  the  people.  Anna  is  a faithful  witnefs 
that  his  happinefs  was  deftroyed,  and  his  health 
\yas  broken,  by  the  cares  of  a public  life  : the  pa- 
tience of  Conftantinople  was  fatigued  by  the  length 
and  feverity  of  his  reign  ; and  before  Alexius  ex- 
pired, he  had  loft  the  love  and  reverence  of  his 
fubje&s.  The  clergy  could  not  forgive  his  applL 
cation  of  the  facred  riches  to  the  defence  of  the 
ftate } but  they  applauded  his  theological  learning 
and  ardent  zeal  for  the  orthodox  faith,  which  he 
defended  with  his  tongue,  his  pen,  and  his  fword. 
His  character  was  degraded  by  the  fuperftitior.  of 
the  Greeks  j and  the  fame  inconfiftent  principle  of 
human  nature  enjoined  the  emperor  to  found  an 
hofpital  for  the  poor  and  infirm,  and  to  diredft  the 
execution  of  an  heretic,  who  was  burnt  alive  in 
the  fquare  of  St.  Sophia.  Even  the  fincerity  of  his 
moral  and  religious  virtues  was  fufpefted  by  the 
perfons  who  had  paffed  their  lives  in  his  familiar 
confidence.  In  his  laft  hours,  when  he  was  preffed 
tpy  his  wife  Irene  to  alter  the  fucceffion,  he  raifed 
his  head,  and  breathed  a pious  ejaculation  on  the 
vanity  of  this  world.  The  indignant  reply  of  the 
emprefs  may  be  inferibed  as  an  epitaph  on  his 
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tomb,  “ You  die,  as  you  have  lived — an  hypo^ 
“ crite  !” 

It  was  the  wifli  of  Irene  to  fupplant  the  eldeft 
of  her  furviving  fons,  in  favour  of  her  daughter 
the  princefs  Anne,  whole  philofophy  would  not 
have  refufed  the  weight  of  a diadem.  But  the  order 
of  male  fuccefiion  was  alferted  by  the  friends  of 
their  country  j the  lawful  heir  drew  the  royal  fignet 
from  the  finger  of  his  infenfible  or  confcious  father, 
and  the  empire  obeyed  the  mailer  of  the  palace. 
Anna  Comnena  was  llimulated  by  ambition  and 
revenge  to  conffire  againft  the  life  of  her  brother, 
and  when  the  defign  was  prevented  by  the  fears 
or  fcruples  of  her  hufband,  Hit  pafiionately  exclaim- 
ed, that  nature  had  mifiaken  the  two  fexes,  and 
had  endowed  Bryennius  with  the  foul  of  a woman, 
The  two  fons  of  Alexius,  John  and  Ifaac,  main- 
tained the  fraternal  concord,  the  hereditary  virtue 
of  their  race  ■,  and  the  younger  brother  was  content 
with  the  title  of  Sebaficcraior , which  approached 
the  dignity,  without  lharing  the  power,  of  the 
emperor.  In  the  fame  pcrfon,  the  claims  of  pri- 
mogeniture and  merit  were  fortunately  united  j his 
fwarthy  complexion,  harfh  features,  and  diminutive 
flature,  had  fuggefted  the  ironical  furname  of  Calor- 
Johannes,  or  John  the  Handfome,  which  his  grate- 
ful fubjefls  more  ferioufly  applied  to  the  beauties 
of  his  mind.  After  the  difcovery  of  her  treafon, 
the  life  and  fortune  of  Anne  were  juftly  forfeited  tp 
the  laws.  Her  life  was  Ipared  by  the  clemency  of 
the  emperor,  but  he  vifited  the  pomp  and  treafures 
0f  her  palace,  and  bellowed  the  rich  confifcatior* 
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on  the  mod  deferving  of  his  friends.  That  re- 
fpe&able  friend,  Axuch,  a Have  of  Turkifli  ex- 
tra&ion,  prefumed  to  decline  the  gift,  and  to  in- 
tercede for  the  criminal : his  generous  mafter  ap- 
plauded and  imitated  the  virtue  of  his  favourite, 
and  the  reproach  or  complaint  of  an  injured  brother 
was  the  only  chaftifeinent  of  the  guilty  princefs. 
After  this  example  of  clemency,  the  remainder  of 
his  reign  was  never  difturbed  by  confpiracy  or  re- 
bellion : feared  by  his  nobles,  beloved  by  his  peo- 
ple, John  was  never  reduced  to  the  painful  necelfity 
of  punifhing,  or  even  of  pardoning,  his  perfonal 
enemies.  During  his  government  of  twenty-five 
years,  the  penalty  of  death  was  abolifhed  in  the 
Roman  empire,  a law  of  mercy  mod  delightful  to 
the  humane  theorift,  but  of  which  the  practice,  in 
a large  and  vicious  community,  is  fcldom  confident 
with  the  public  fafety.  Severe  to  himfelf,  in- 
dulgent to  others,  chade,  frugal,  abftemious,  the 
philofophic  Marcus  would  not  have  difdained  the 
artlefs  virtues  of  his  fucceffor,  derived  from  his 
heart,  and  not  borrowed  from  the  fchools.  He 
defpifed  and  moderated  the  (lately  magnificence  of 
the  Byzantine  court,  fo  oppreffive  to  the  people, 
lb  contemptible  to  the  eye  of  reafon.  Under 
iuch  a prince,  innocence  had  nothing  to  fear,  and 
merit  had  every  thing  to  hopej  and  without 
afifuming  the  tyrannic  office  of  a cenfor,  he  intro- 
duced a gradual  though  vifible  reformation  in  the 
public  and  private  manners  of  Conftantinople. 
The  only  defeft  of  this  accomplifhed  charadler, 
was  the  frailty  of  noble  minds,  the  love  of  arm's 
• and  military  glory.  Yet  the  frequent  expeditions 
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of  John  the  Handfome  may  be  jullified,  at  leaft  Ln 
their  principle,  by  the  neceffity  of  repelling  the 
Turks  from  the  Hellefpont  and  the  Bofphorus. 
The  lultan  of  Iconium  was  confined  to  his  capital, 
the  Barbarians  were  diiven  to  the  mountains,  and 
the  maritime  provinces  ofAfia  enjoyed  the  tranfient 
blefiings  of  their  deliverance.  From  Conftanti- 
nople  to  Antioch  and  Aleppo,  he  repeatedly 
marched  at  the  head  of  a vi&orious  army,  and  in 
the  lieges  and  battles  of  this  holy  war,  his  Latin 
allies  were  aftonifhed  by  the  fuperior  fpirit  and 
prowefs  of  a Greek.  As  he  began  to  indulge  the 
ambicious  hope  of  reftoring  the  ancient  limits  of 
the  empire,  as  he  revolved  in  his  mind,  the 
Euphrates  and  Tigris,  the  dominion  of  Syria,  and 
the  conqueft  of  Jerufalem,  the  thread  of  his  life 
and  of  the  public  felicity  was  broken  by  a fingular 
accident.  He  hunted  the  wild  boar  in  the  valley 
of  Anazarbus,  and  had  fixed  his  javelin  in  the 
body  of  the  furious  animal : but  in  the  flruggle,  a 
poifoned  arrow  dropt  from  his  quiver,  and  a flight 
wound  in  his  hand,  which  produced  a mortificar 
tion,  was  fatal  to  the  beft  and  greateft  of  the  Com- 
nenian  princes. 

A premature  death  had  fwept  away  the  two 
eldeft  fons  of  John  the  Handfome;  of  the  two 
furvivors,  Ifaac  and  Manuel,  his  judgment  or  af- 
fe£tion  preferred/  the  younger ; and  the  choice  of 
their  dying  prince  was  ratified  by  the  foldiers  who 
had  applauded  the  valour  of  his  favourite  in  the 
Turkifh  war.  The  faithful  Axuch  haftened  to  the 
capital,  fecured  the  perfon  of  Ifaac  in  honourable 
confinement,  and  purchafed  with  a gift  of  two 
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hundred  pounds  of  filver,  the  leading  ecclefiaftics 

of  St.  Sophia,  who  pofifefled  a decifive  voice  in  the  < j 

confecration  of  an  emperor.  With  his  veteran  and 
affectionate  troops,  Manuel  foon  vifited  Conftan- 
tinople;  his  brother  acquiefced  in  the  title  of 
Sebaftocrator ; his  fubjeCts  admired  the  lofty  ftature  • 
and  martial  graces  of  their  new  fovereign,  and 
liftened  with  credulity  to  the  flattering  promife, 
that  he  blended  the  wifdom  of  age  with  the  acti- 
vity and  vigour  of  youth.  By  the  experience  of 
his  government,  they  were  taught,  that  he  emulated 
the  lpiritj  and  Ihared  the  talents,  of  his  father,, 
whofe  focial  virtues  were  buried  in  the  grave.  A 
reign  of  thirty-feven  years  is  filled  by  a perpetual 
though  various  warfare  againft  the  Turks,  the 
Chriftians,  and  the  hords  of  the  wildernefs  beyond 
the  Danube.  The  arms  of  Manuel  were  exercifed 
on  mount  Taurus,  in  the  plains  of  Hungary,  on 
the  coaft  of  Italy  and  Egypt,  and  on  the  leas  of 
Sicily  and  Greece:  the  influence  of  his  negotiations 
extended  from  Jerufalem  to  Rome  and  Ruflia ; 
and  the  Byzantine  monarchy,  for  a while,  became 
an  objeCt  of  refpeCt  or  terror  to  the  powers  of  Afia 
and  Europe.  Educated  in  the  fillt  and  purple  of 
the  Eaft,  Manuel  poffefied  the  iron  temper  of  a 
foldier,  which  cannot  eafily  be  paralleled,  except 
in  the  lives  of  Richard  the  firft  of  England,  and 
of  Charles  the  twelfth  of  Sweden.  Such  was  his 
ftrength  and  exercife  in  arms,  that  Raymond, 
furnamed  the  Hercules  of  Antioch,  was  incapable 
of  wielding  the  lance  and  buckler  of  the  Greek 
emperor.  In  a famous  tournament,  he  entered  the 
Jilts  on  a fiery  courfer,  and  overturned  in  his  firft 
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chap,  career  two  of  the  ftouteft  of  the  Italian  knights. 

. ' The  firft  in  the  charge,  the  laft  in  the  retreat,  his 

friends  and  his  enemies  alike  trembled,  the  former 
for  his  fafety,  and  the  latter  for  their  own.  After 
porting  an  ambufcade  in  a wood,  he  rode  forwards 
in  fearch  of  fome  perilous  adventure,  accompanied 
only  by  his  brother  and  the  faithful  Axuch,  who 
refufed  to  defert  their  fovereign.  Eighteen  horfe- 
men,  after  a fhort  combat,  fled  before  them : but 
the  numbers  of  the  enemy  increafed ; the  march 
of  the  reinforcement  was  tardy  and  fearful,  and 
Manuel,  without  receiving  a wound,  cut  his  way 
through  a fquadron  of  five  hundred  Turks.  In  a 
battle  againft  the  Hungarians,  impatient  of  the 
flownefs  of  his  troops,  he  fnatched  a ftandard  from 
the  head  of  the  column,  and  was  the  firft,  almoft 
alone,  who  parted  a bridge  that  feparated  him  from 
the  enemy.  In  the  fame  country,  after  tranfport- 
' ing  his  army  beyond  the  Save,  he  fent  back  the 
boats,  with  an  order,  under  pain  of  death,  to  their 
commander,  that  he  fhould  leave  him  to  conquer 
or  die  on  that  hoftile  land.  In  the  fiege  of  Corfu, 
towing  after  him  a captive  galley,  the  emperor 
flood  aloft  on  the  poop,  oppofing  againft  the  vol- 
lies  of  darts  and  (tones,  a large  buckler  and  a flow- 
ing fail,  nor  could  he  have  efcaped  inevitable 
death,  had  not  the  Sicilian  admiral  enjoined  his 
archers  to  refpedt  the  perfon  of  an  hero.  In  one 
day,  he  is  faid  to  have  (lain  above  forty  of  the  Bar- 
barians with  his  own  hand ; he  returned  to  the 
camp,  dragging  along  four  Turkifh  prifoners,  whom 
he  had  tied  to  the  rings  of  his  faddle  : he  was  ever 
the  foremoft  to  provoke  or  to  accept  a Angle 
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combat ; and  the  gigantic  champions,  who  en-  ^^vu*** 
countered  his  arm,  were  tranfpierced  by  the  lance, 
or  cut  afunder  by  the  fword,  of  the  invincible 
Manuel.  The  (lory  of  his  exploits,  which  appear 
gs  a model  or  a copy  of  the  romances  of  chivalry, 
may  induce  a reafonable  fufpicion  of  the  veracity 
of  the  Greeks : I will  not,  to  vindicate  their  credit, 
endanger  my  own ; yet  I may  obferve,  that  in  the 
long  ferics  of  their  annals,  Manuel  is  the  only 
prince  who  has  been  the  fubjeCt  of  fimilar  exag- 
geration. With  the  valour  of  a foldier,  he  did  not 
unite  the  (kill  or  prudence  of  a general : his  victo- 
ries were  not  productive  of  any  permanent  or  ufe- 
ful  conqueft;  and  his  Turkifh  laurels  were  blafted 
jn  his  laft  unfortunate  campaign,  in  which  he  loft 
his  army  in  the  mountains  of  Pifidia,  and  owed 
his  deliverance  to  the  generofity  of  the  fultan..  But 
the  moft  fingular  feature  in  the  character  of  Manuel, 
is  the  contrail  and  viciffitude  of  labour  and  fioth, 
of  hardinefs  and  effeminacy.  In  war  he  feemed 
ignorant  of  peace,  in  peace  he  appeared  incapable 
of  war.  In  the  field  he  flept  in  the  fun  or  in  the 
fnow,  tired  in  the  longeft  marches  the  ftrength  of 
his  men  and  horfes,  and  fhared  with  a fmile  the 
abftinence  or  diet  of  the  camp.  No  fooner  did 
he  return  to  Constantinople,  than  he  refigned  him- 
felf  to  the  arts  and  pleafures  of  a life  of  luxury  1 
the  expence  of  his  drefs,  his  table,  and  his  palace, 
furpaffed  the  meafurc  of  his  predeceffors,  and 
whole  fummer  days  were  idly  wafted  in  the  deli- 
cious ifles  of  the  Propontis,  in  the  inceftuous  love 
of  his  niece  Theodora.  The  double  coft  of  a 
^arjike  and  diffolute  prince,  exhaufted  the  revenue. 
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and  multiplied  the  taxes ; and  Manuel,  in  the 
diftrefs  of  his  lath  Turkiih  camp,  endured  a bitter 
reproach  from  the  mouth  of  a defperate  loldier. 
As  he  quenched  his  thirft,  he  complained  that  the 
water  of  a fountain  was  mingled  with  Chriftian 
blood.  “ It  is  not  tire  firft  time,”  exclaimed  a 
voice  from  the  crowd,  “ that  you  have  drank,  O 
(t  emperor,  the  blood  of  your  Chriftian  fubje&s.” 
Manuel  Comnenus  was  twice  married,  to  the  vir- 
tuous Bertha  or  Irene  of  Germany,  and  to  the 
beauteous  Maria,  a French  or  Latin  princefs  of 
Antioch.  The  only  daughter  of  his  firft  wife  was 
deftined  for  Bela  an  Hungarian  prince,  who  was 
educated  at  Conftantinople  under  the  name  of 
Alexius : and  the  confummation  of  their  nuptials 
might  have  transferred  the  Roman  fceptre  to  a 
race  of  fr.ee  and  warlike  Barbarians.  But  as  foon 
as  Maria  of  Antioch  had  given  a fon  and  heir  to. 
the  empire,  the  prefumptive  rights  of  Bela  were 
abolilhed,  and  he  was  deprived  of  his  promifed 
bride ; but  the  Hungarian  prince  refumed  his  name 
and  the  kingdom  of  his  fathers,  and  difplayed  fuch 
virtues  as  might  excite  the  regret  and  envy  of  the 
Greeks.  The  fon  of  Maria  was  named  Alexius; 
and  at  . the  age  of  ten  years,  he  afcended  the  Byzan- 
tine throne,  after  his  father’s  deceafe  had  clofed  the 
glories  of  the  Comnenian  line. 

The  fraternal  concord  of  the  two  fons  of  the 
great  Alexius,  had  been  fometimes  clouded  by  an 
oppofltion  of  intereft  and  paftion.  By  ambition, 
Iiaac  the  Sebaftocrator  was  excited  to  flight  and  re- 
bellion, from  whence  he  was  reclaimed  by  the  firm- 
nefs  and  clemency  of  John  the  Handfome.  Th$ 
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Errors  of  Ifaac,  the  father  of  the  emperors  of  Tre-  ^Lviif* 
bizond,  were  fhort  and  venial  j but  John,  the  elder  ■' 
of  his  fons,  renounced  for  ever  his  religion.  Pro- 
voked  by  a real  or  imaginary  infult  of  his  uncle, 
he  efcaped  from  the  Roman  to  the  Turkifh  camp  t 
his  apoflacy  was  rewarded  with  the  fultan’s 
daughter,  the  title  of  Chelebi,  or  noble,  and  the 
inheritance  of  a princely  eftate ; and  in  the  fifteenth 
century,  Mahomet  the  fecond  boafted  of  his 
Imperial  defeent  from  the  Comnenian  family. 
Andronicus,  younger  brother  of  John,  fon  of  Ifaac, 
and  grandfon  of  Alexius  Comnenus,  is  one  of  the 
moft  confpicuous  characters  of  the  age ; and  his 
genuine  adventures  might  form  the  lubjeCt  of  a 
very  Angular  romance.  To  juftify  the  choice  of 
three  ladies  of  royal  birth,  it  is  incumbent  on  me 
to  obferve,  that  their  fortunate  lover  was  caft  in  the 
beft  proportions  of  ftrength  and  beauty ; and  that 
the  want  of  the  fofter  graces  was  fupplied  by  a 
manly  countenance,  a lofty  feature,  athletic  mufcles; 
and  the  air  and  deportment  of  a foldier.  The  pre- 
fer vadon,  in  his  old  age,  of  health  and  vigour,  was 
the  reward  of  temperance  and  exercife.  A piece 
of  bread  and  a draught  of  water  was  often  his. foie 
and  evening  repaft  ; and  if  he  tailed  of  a wild  boar; 
or  a flag,  which  he  had  roafted  with  his  own  hands, 
it  was  the  well-earned  fruit  of  a laborious  chafe. 
Dextrous  in  arms,  he  was  ignorant  of  fear : his 
perfuafive  eloquence  could  bend  to  every  fituation 
and  character  of  life:  his  ftyle,  though  not  his 
praClice,  was  fafhioned  by  the  example  of  St.  Paul; 

and,  in  every  deed  of  mifehief,  he  had  a heart  to 

J »» 

refolve,  a head  to  contrive,  and  a hand  to  execute. 

In  his  youth,  after  the  death  of  die  emperor  John, 
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he  followed  the  retreat  of  the  Roman  army  ; but* 
in  the  march  through  Afia  Minor,  defign  or  acci- 
dent tempted  him  to  wander  in  the  mountains ; 
the  hunter  was  encompafled  by  theTurkilh  huntf- 
men,  and  he  remained  fome  time  a reluftant  or 
willing  captive  in  the  power  of  the  fultan.  Ilis 
virtues  and  vices  recommended  him  to  the  favour 
of  his  coufin  : he  fhared  the  perils  and  thepleafures 
of  Manuel ; and  while  the  emperor  lived  in  public 
inceft  with  his  niece  Theodora,  the  affections  of 
her  filter  Eudocia  were  feduced  and  enjoyed  by 
Andronicus.  Above  the  decencies  of  her  lex  and 
rank,  fhe  gloried  in  the  name  of  his  concubine ; 
and  both  the  palace  and  the  camp  could  witnels 
that  (he  llept,  or  watched,  in  the  arms  of  her  lover. 
She  accompanied  him  to  his  military  command  of 
Cilicia,  the  firfc  fecne  of  his  valour  and  imprudence. 
He  prelfed,  with  active  ardour,  the  fiege.of  Mop- 
fueftia : the  day  was  employed  in  the  boldell  at- 
tacks ; but  the  night  was  wafted  in  fong  and  dance* 
and  a band  of  Greek  comedians  formed  the  choiceft 
part  of  his  retinue.  Andronicus  was  furprifed  by 
the  fally  of  a vigilant  foe  ; but,  while  his  troops 
fled  in  diforder,  his  invincible  lance  tranfpierced 
the  thickeft  ranks  of  the  Armenians.  On  his  re- 
turn to  the  Imperial  camp  in  Macedonia,  he  was 
received  by  Manuel  with  public  frniles  and,  a pri- 
vate reproof;  but  the  dutqhies  ofNaiflus,'Rranifeba, 
and  Caftoria,  were  the  reward  or  confolation  of  the 
unfuccelsful  general.  Eudocia  ftill  attended  his 
motions  : at  midnight,  their  tent  was  fuddenly  at- 
tacked by  her  angry  brothers,  impatient  to  expiate 
Jier  infamy  in  his  blood : his  daring  fpirit  refuled 
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her  advice,  and  the  difguife  of  a female  habit ; ^vnf  * 
and  boldly  darting  from  his  couch,  he  drew  his  . — -v— -* 
fword,  and  cut  his  way  through  the  numerous 
aflaffins.  It  was  here  that  he  fird  betrayed  his 
ingratitude  and  treachery : he  engaged  in  a trea- 
fonable  correfpondence  with  the  king  of  Hungary 
and  the  German  emperor : approached  the  royal 
tent  at  a fufpicious  hour,  with  a drawn  fword, 
and,  under  the  mailt  of  a Latin  foldier,  avowed  an 
intention  of  revenge  againft  a mortal  foe;  and  im- 
prudently praifed  the  fleetnefsof  his  horle,  as  an 
inftrument  of  flight  and  fafety.  The  monarch 
diflembled  his  fufpicions ; but,/ after  the  clofe  of 
the  campaign,  Andronicus  was  arreded  and  drift  ly 
confined  in  a tower  of  the  palace  of  Condanti- 
nople. 

In  this  prifon  he  was  left  above  twelve  years ; a 
mod  painful  redraint,  from  which  the  third  of 
action  and  pleafure  perpetually  urged  him  to  efcape. 

Alone  and  penfive,  he  perceived  fome  broken 
bricks  in  a corner  of  the  chamber,  and  gradually 
widened  the  paffage,  till  he  had  explored  a dark 
and  forgotten  recefs.  Into  this  hole  he  conveyed 
himfelf,  and  the  remains  of  his  provifions,  replacing 
the  bricks  in  their  former  pofition,  and  erafing 
with  care  the  footdeps  of  his  retreat.  At  the  hour 
of  the  cudomary  vifit,  his  guards  were  amazed  by 
the  lilence  and  folitude  of  fhe  prifon,  and  reported, 
with  lha'me  and  fear,  his  incomprehenfible  flight. 

The  gates  of  the  palace  and  city  were  indantly 
Ihut : the  drifted  orders  were  difpatched  into  the 
provinces,  for  the  recovery  of  the  fugitive ; and  his 
wife,  on  the  fufpicion  of  a pious  aft,  was  bafely 
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XLvnF*  *rnPr^onec^  *n  t^ie  famc  tower-  At  the  dead  of 

■ v ‘j  night,  fhe  beheld  a fpetlre:  fhe  recognized  her 
hufband  : they  fhared  their  provifions  j and  a fon 
tvas  the  fruit  of  thefe  ftolen  interviews,  which  alle- 
viated the  tedioufnefs  of  their  confinement.  In 
the  cuftody  of  a woman,  the  vigilance  of  the  keepers 
was  infenfibly  relaxed;  and  the  captive  had  accom- 
plifhed  his  real  efcape,  when  he  was  difcovered, 
brought  back  to  Conftantinople,  and' loaded  with 
a double  chain.  At  length  he  found  the  moment, 
and  the  means,  of  his  deliverance.  A boy,  his 
domeftic  lervant,  intoxicated  the  guards,  and  ob- 
tained in  wax  the  impreflion  of  the  keys.  By  the 
diligence  of  his  friends,  a fimilar  key,  with  a bundle 
of  ropes,  was  introduced  into  the  prifon,  in  the 
bottom  of  a hogftiead.  Andronicus  employed, 
with  induftry  and  courage,  the  inftruments  of  his 
fafety,  unlocked  the  doors,  defcendcd  from  the 
tower,  concealed  himfelf  all  day  among  the  bufhes, 
and  lcaled  in  the  night  the  garden-wall  of  the 
palace.  A boat  was  ftationed  for  his  reception: 
he  vifited  his  own  houfe,  embraced  his  children, 
call  away  his  chain,  mounted  a fleet  horfe,  and 
■ directed  his  rapid  courfe  towards  the  banks  of  the 
Danube.  At  Anchialus  in  Thrace,  an  intrepid 
friend  fuppiied  him  with  horfes  and  money : he 
pafled  the  river,  traverfed  with  fpeed  the  defert  of 
Moldavia  and  the  Carpathian  hills,  and  had  almoft 
reached  the  town  of  Halicz,  in  the  Polifh  Ruffia, 
when  he  was  intercepted  by  a party  of  Walachians, 
who  refolved  to  convey  their  important  captive  to 
Conftantinople.  His  prefence  of  mind  again  ex- 
tricated him  from  this  danger.  Under  the  pretence 
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of  ficknefs.  he  difmounted  in  the  night,  and  was 
allowed  to  ftep  afide  from  the  troop : he  planted 
in  the  ground  his  long  ftaff ; clothed  it  with  his  cap 
and  upper  garment  ; and,  ftealing  into  the  wood, 
left  a phantom  to  amufe,  for  fome  time,  the  eyes 
of  the  Walachians.  From  Halicz  he  was  honour- 
ably conducted  to  Kiow,  the  refidence  of  the  great 
duke  : the  fubtle  Greek  foon  obtained  the  efteem 
and  confidence  of  Ieroflaus : his  chara&er  could 
aflfume  the  manners  of  every  climate;  and  the 
Barbarians  applauded  his  ftrength  and  courage  in 
the  chafe  of  the  elks  and  bears  of  the  foreft.  In 
this  northern  region  he  deferved  the  forgivenefs  of 
Manuel,  who  folicited  the  Ruffian  prince  to  join 
his  arms  in  the  invafion  of  Hungary.  The  influ- 
ence of  Andronicus  atchieved  this  important  fer- 
vice : his  private  treaty  was  figned  with  a pro- 
mife  of  fidelity  on  one  fide,  and  of  oblivion  on  the 
other ; and  he  marched  at  the  head  of  the 
Ruffian  cavalry,  from  the  Boryfthenes  to  the 
Danube.  In  his  refentment  Manuel  had  ever  fym- 
pathifed  with  the  martial  and  diffolute  chara&er  of 
nis  coufin ; and  his  free  pardon  was  fealed  in  the 
aflault  of  Zemlin,  in  which  he  was  fecond,  and 
fecond  only,  to  the  valour  of  the  emperor. 

No  fooner  was  the  exile  reftored  to  freedom  and 
his  country,  than  his  ambition  revived,  at  firft  to 
Ids  own,  and  at  length  to  the  public,  misfortune. 
A daughter  of  Manuel  was  a feeble  bar  to  the  fuc- 
ceffion  of  the  more  deferving  males  of  the  Com- 
nenian  blood : her  future  marriage  with  the  prince 
of  Hungary  was  repugnant  to  the  hopes  or  preju- 
Vol.  IX.  H dices 
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XLvnr  ^’ces  Pr’nces  arK^  nobles.  But  when  an  oath 
t — ,— > of  allegiance  was  required  to  the  preemptive  heir, 
Andronicus  alone  afferted  the  honour  of  the  Roman 
name,  declined  the  unlawful  engagement,  and 
boldly  protefted  againft  the  adoption  of  a ftranger. 
His  patriotifm  was  offenfive  to  the  emperor,  but 
/ he  fpoke  the  fentiments  of  the  people,  and  was  re- 
moved from  the  royal  prefence,  by  an  honourable 
banilhment,  a fecond  command  of  the  Cilician 
frontier,  with  the  abfolute  difpofal  of  the  revenues 
of  Cyprus.  In  this  ftation,  the  Armenians  again 
/ exercifed  his  courage  and  expofed  his  negligence  j 
and  the  fame  rebel,  who  baffled  all  his  operations, 
was  unhorfed,  and  almoft  flain  by  the  vigour  of  his 
lance.  But  Andronicus  foon  difcovered  a more 
eafy  and  pleafmg  conqueft,  the  beautiful  Philippa, 
lifter  of  the  emprefs  Maria,  and  daughter  of  Ray- 
mond of  Poitou,  the  Latin  prince  of  Antioch.  For 
her  fake,  he  deferted  his  ftation,  and  wafted  the 
fiimmer  in  balls  and  tournaments : to  his  love  Ihe 
facrificed  her  innocence,  her  reputation,  and  the 
offer  of  an  advantageous  marriage.  But  the  re- 
fentment  of  Manuel  for  this  domeftic  affront,  inter- 
rupted his  pleafures  : Andronicus  left  the  indifcreet 
princefs  to  weep  and  to  repent ; and,  with  a band 
of  defperate  adventurers,  undertook  the  pilgrimage 
of  Jerufalem.  His  birth,  his  martial  renown,  and 
profeffions  of  zeal,  announced  him  as  the  champion 
of  the  crofs : he  foon  captivated  both  the  clergy 
and  the  king ; and  the  Greek  prince  was  inverted 
with  the  lordfhip  of  Berytus,  on  the  coaft  of 
Phoenicia.  In  his  neighbourhood  refided  a young 
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and  handfome  queen,  of  Jus  own  nation  and 
family,  great-grand-daughter  of  the  emperor  Alexis,  y„-w—  j 
and  widow  of  Baldwin  the  third,  king  of  Jerufalem. 

She  vifited  and  loved  her  kinfman.  Theodora 
was  the  third  vidim  of  his  amorous  fedu&ion ; 
and  her  lhame  was  more  public  and  fcandalous 
than  that  of  her  predecelTors.  The  emperor  ftill 
thirfted  for  revenge;  and  his  fubje&s  and  allies  of 
the  Syrian  frontier,  were  repeatedly  prefled  to  feize 
the  perfon,  and  put  out  the  eyes,  of  the  fugitive. 

In  Paleftine  he  was  no  longer  fafe ; but  the  tender 
Theodora  revealed  his  danger  and  accompanied 
his  flight.  The  queen  of  Jerufalem  was  expofed 
to  the  Eaft,  his  obfequious  concubine;  and  two 
illegitimate  children  were  the  living  monuments 
of  her  weaknefs.  Damafcus  was  his  firfb  refuge; 
and,  in  the  chara&ers  of  the  great  Noureddin  and 
his  fervant  Saladin,  the  fuperftitious  Greek,  might 
learn  to  revere  the  virtues  of  the  Mufulmans.  As 
the  friend  of  Noureddin  he  vifited,  moft  probably 
Bagdad,  and  the  courts  of  Perfia;  and,  after  a long 
circuit  round  the  Cafpian  fea  and  the  mountains 
of  Georgia,  he  finally  fettled  among  the  Turks 
of  Afia  Minor,  the  hereditary  enemies  of  his  coun- 
try. The  fultan  of  Colonia  afforded  an  hofpitable 
retreat  to  Andronicus,  his  miftrefs,  and  his  band 
of  outlaw  s : the  debt  of  gratitude  was  paid  by  fre- 
quent inroads  in  the  Roman  province  of  Trebi- 

zond ; and  he  feldom  returned  without  an  ample 

*■  . 

harveft  of  fpoil  and  of  Chriffian  captives.  In  the 
ftory  of  his  adventures,  he  was  fond  of  comparing 
himfelf  to  David,  who  efcaped,  by  a long  exile, 
the  fnares  of  the  wicked.  But  the  joyal  prophet 
: T Hz  (he 
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(he  pre fumed  to  add)  was  content  to  lurk  on  thtf 
borders  of  J udsea,  to  flay  an  Amalekite,  and  to 
threaten,  in  his  miferable  ftate,  the  life  of  the 
avaricious  Nabal.  The  excurfions  Of  the  Comne- 
nian  prince  had  a wider  range  ; and  he  had  lpread 
over  the  Eaftern  world  the  glory  of  his  name  and 
religion.  By  a fentence  of  the  Greek  church,  the 
licentious  rover  had  been  feparated  from  the  faith- 
ful; but  even  this  excommunication  may  prove, 
that  he  never  abjured  the  profeffion  of  Chriftianity. 

His  vigilance  had  eluded  or  repelled  the  open 
and  feeret  perfecution  of  the  emperor ; but  he  was 
at  length  enfnared  by  the  captivity  of  his  female 
companion.  The  governor  of  Trebizond  fuc- 
ceeded  in  ' his  attempt  to  furprife  the  perfon  of 
Theodora;  the  queen  of  Jerufalem  and  her  two 
children  were  fent  to  Conftantinople,  and  their  lofs 
embittered  the  tedious  folitude  of  banifhment. 
The  fugitive  implored  and  obtained  a final  pardon, 
with  leave  to  throw  himfelf  at  the  feet  of  his  fove- 
reign,  who  was  fatisfied  with  the  fubmiffion  of  this 
haughty  fpirit.  Proftrate  on  the  ground,  he  de- 
plored with  tears  and  groans  the  guilt  of  his  part: 
rebellion ; nor  would  he  prelume  to  arife  uolefs 
fome  faithful  fubject  would  drag  him  to  the  foot 
of  the  throne,  by  an  iron  chain  with  which  he  had 
fecretly  encircled  his  neck.  This  extraordinary 
penance  excited  the  wonder  and  pity  of  the  aflem- 
bly ; his  fins  were  forgiven  by  the  church  and  ftate; 
but  the  juft  fufpicion  of  Manuel  fixed  his  refidence 
at  a diftance  from  the  court,  at  Oenoe,  a town  of 
Pontus,  furrounded  with  rich  vineyards,  and  fituate 
on  the  coaft  of  the  Euxine.  The  death  of  Manuel; 
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and  the  diforders  of  the  minority,  foon  opened  the  xLvnf* 
faireft  field  to  his  ambition.  The  emperor  was  a * — _i 

boy  of  twelve  or  fourteen  years  of  age,  without 
vigour,  or  wifdom,  or  experience:  his  mother,’ 
the  emprefs  Mary,  abandoned  her  perfon  and 
government  to  a favourite  of  the  Comnenian  name; 
and  his  After,  another  Mary,  whofe  hulband,  an 
Italian,  was  decorated  with  the  title  of  C*far, 
excited  a confpiracy,  and  at  length  an  infurredtionj 
againft  her  odious  ftepmother.  The  provinces 
were  forgotten,  the  capital  was  in  flames,  and  a 
century  of  peace  and  order  was  overthrown  in  the 
vice  and  weaknefs  of  a few  months.  A civil  war 
was  kindled  in  Conftantinople ; the  two  factions 
fought  a bloody  battle  in  the  fquare  of  the  palace, 
and  the  rebels  fuftained  a regular  fiege  in  the 
cathedral  of  St.  Sophia.  The  patriarch  laboured 
with  honeft  zeal  to  heal  the  wounds  of  the  re- 
public, the  mod  refpeftable  patriots  called  aloud 
for  a guardian  and  avenger,  and  every  tongue  re- 
peated the  praife  of  the  talents  and  even  the  virtues 
of  Andronicus.  In  his  retirement,  he  aflfe&ed  to 
revolve  the  folemn  duties  of  his  oath  : “ If  the 
“ fafety  or  honour  of  the  Imperial  family  be 
(C  threatened,  I will  reveal  and  oppofe  the  mifehief 
“ to  the  utmoft  of  my  power.”  His  correfpond- 
ence  with  the  patriarch  and  patricians,  was  feafoned 
with  apt  quotations  from  the  pfalms  of  David  and 
the  epiftles  of  St.  Paul ; and  he  patiently  waited 
till  he  was  called  to  her  deliverance  by  the  voice  of 
his  cbilntry.  In  his  march  from  Oenoe  to  Conftan- 
tinople/'his  {lender  train  infenfibly  fwelled  to  a 
growtj  and  an  army ; his  profeflions  of  religion 
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and  loyalty  were  miftaken  for  the  language  of  his 
heart ; and  the  fimplicity  of  a foreign  drefs,  which 
fhewed  to  advantage  his  majeftic  ftature,  difplayed  ' 
a lively  image  of  his  poverty  and  exile.  All  oppo- 
fition  funk  before  him ; he  reached  the  {freights  of 
the  Thracian  Bofphorus ; the  Byzantine  navy 
failed  from  the  harbour  to  receive  and  tranfport 
the  faviour  of  the  -empire  : the  torrent  was'  loud 
and  irrefiflible,  and  the  infefts  who  had  balked 
in  the  funfhine  of  royal  favour  difappeared  at  the 
blafir  of  the  {form.  It  was  the  firft  care  of  Andro- 
nicus  to  occupy  the  palace,  to  falute  the  emperor, 
to  confine  his  mother,  to  punifh  her  minifter,  and 
to  reftore  the  public  order  and  tranquillity.  He 
then  vifited  the  fepulchre  of  Manuel : the  (peculators 
were  ordered  to  ftand  aloof,  but  as  he  bowed  in 
the  attitude  of  prayer,  they  heard,  or  thought  they 
heard,  a murmur  of  triumph  and  revenge.  {<  I no 
longer  fear  thee,  my  old  enemy,  who  haft  driven 
“ me  -a  vagabond  to  every  climate  of  the  earth. 

« Thou  art  fafely  depofited  under  a fevenfold 
“ dome,  from  whence  thou  canft  never  arife  till 
tc  the  fignal  of  the  laft  trumpet.  It  is  now  my 
a turn,  and  fpeedily  will  I trample  on  thy  afhes 
“ and  thy  pofterity.”  From  his  fubfequent  ty- 
ranny we  may  impute  fuch  feelings  to  the  man, 
and  the  moment : but  it  is  not  extremely  probable 
that  he  gave  an  articulate  found  to  his  fecret 
thoughts.  In  the  firft  months  of  his  adminiftration, 
his  defighs  were  veiled  by  a fair  femblance  of  hypo- 
crify,  which  could  delude  only  the  eyes  of  the  mul- 
titude : the  coronation  of  Alexius  was  performed 
with  due  folemnity,  and  his  perfidious  guardian, 
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holding  in  his  hands  the  body  and  blood  of  Ghrift,  C I*  A P. 
Onoft  fervently  declared,  that  Jhe  lived,  and  was  ,t 

ready  to  die,  for  the  fervice 1 of  his  beloved  pupil. 

But  his  numerous  adherents  were  inftru&ed  to 
maintain,  that  the  finking  empire  muft  perilh  in 
the  hands  of  a child,  that  the  Romans  could  only 
be  faved  by  a veteran  prince,  bold  in  arms,  fkilful 
in  policy,  and  taught  to  reign  by -the  long  expe- 
rience, of  fortune  and  mankind ; and  that  it  was 
the  duty  of  every  citizen  to  force  the  relu&ant 
modefty  of  Andronicus  to  undertake  the  burthen 
of  the  public  care.  The  young  emperor  was  him- 
felf  conftrained  to  join  his  voice  to  the  general  ac-  . 
clamation,  and  to  folicit  the  afi'ociation  of  a col- 
league, who  inftantly  degraded  him  from  the  fu- 
preme  rank,  fecluded  his  perfon,  and  verified  the 
rafh  declaration  of  the  patriarch,  that  Alexius  might 
be  confidered  as  dead,  fo  loon  as  he  was  committed 
to  the  cuftody  of  his  guardian.  But  his  death  was 
preceded  by  the  imprifonment  and  execution  of  his 
mother.  After  blackening  her  reputation,  and  in- 
flaming againft  her  the  paflions  of  the  multitude, 
the  tyrant  accufed  and  tried  the  emprefs  for  a 
treafonable  correfpondence  with  the  king  of  Hun- 
gary. His  own  fon,  a youth  of  honour  and  huma- 
nity, avowed  his  abhorrence  of  this  flagitious  a£t, 
and  three  of  the  judges  had  the  merit  of  preferring 
their  confcience  to  their  fafety  : but  the  oblequious 
tribunal,  without  requiring  any  proof,  or  hearing 
any  defence,  condemned  the  widow  of  Manuel ; 
and  her  unfortunate  fon  fubferibed  the  fentence  of 
her  death.  Maria  was  ftrangledj  her  corpfe  was 
buried  in  the  fea,  and  her  memory  was  wounded 
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C\L\an’  ^ infult  moll  ofFenfivc  to  female  vanity,  a 
» — „ — < falfe  and  ugly  reprefentation  of  her  beauteous  form. 

The  fate  of  her  fon  was  not  long  deferred:  he  was 
ftrangled  with  a bowftring,  and  the  tyrant,  in- 
fenfible  tb  pity  or  remori'e,  after  furveying  the 
body  of  the  innocent  youth,  ftruck  it  ruddy  with 
his  foot:  “ Thy  father,”  he  cried,  “ was  a 
“ knave,  thy  mother  a where,  and  thyfdf  a foil !” 
Arfcom  The  ^oman  lcePtre>  the  reward  of  his  crimes, 
iienus,  was  held  by  Andronicus  about  three  years  and  a 
half  as  the  guardian  or  fovereign  of  the  empire, 
oaober.  His  government  exhibited  a Angular  contrail  of 
vice  and  virtue.  When  he  liftened  to  his  paffions, 
he  was  the  fcourge  ; when  he  confulted  his  rea- 
fon,  the  father,  of  his  people.  In  the  exercife  of 
private  juftice,  he  was  equitable  and  rigorous  : a 
lhameful  and  pernicious  venality  was  aboliffied,  and 
the  offices  were  filled  with  the  moft  deferving 


candidates  by  a prince  who  had  fenfe  to  chufe, 
and  feverity  to  punifh.  He  prohibited  the  inhu- 
man praftice  of  pillaging  the  goods  and  perfons  of 
Ihipwrecked  mariners  ; the  provinces,  fo  long  the 
objects  of  oppreffion  or  negleft,  revived  in  pro- 
fperity  and  plenty ; and  millions  applauded  the  dif- 
tant  bleffings  of  his  reign,  while  he  was  curfed  by 
•the  witneffes  of  his  daily  cruelties.  The  ancient 
proverb.  That  biood-thirdy  is  the  man  who  re- 
turns frorrv  banifhment  to  power,  had  been  ap- 
plied with  too  much  truth  to  Marius  and  Tiberius; 
and  was  now  verified  for  the  third  time  in  the  life 
of  Andronicus.  His  memory  was  ftored  with  a 
black  lid  of  the  enemies  and  rivals,  who  had  tra- 
• * • i - - • - ; ■ j • duced 
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duced  his  merit,  oppofed  his  greatncfs,  or  infult- 

cd  his  misfortunes ; and  the  only  comfort  of  his  • — * 

exile  was  the  facred  hope  and  promife  of  revenge. 

The  neceffary  extinftion  of  the  young  emperor 
and  his  mother,  impofed  the  fatal  obligation  of 
extirpating  the  friends,  who  hated,  and  might 
punilh,  the  affaffin  ; and  the  repetition  of  murder 
rendered  him  lefs  willing,  and  lefs  able,  to  forgive. 

An  horrid  narrative  ofthe  viftims  whom  he  facrifi- 
ced  by  poifon  ot  the  fword,  by  the  fea  or  the  flames, 
would  be  lefs  expreflive  of  his  cruelty  than  the  ap- 
pellation of  the  Halcyon-days,  which  was  applied 
to  a rare  and  bloodlefs  week  of  repofe : the  ty- 
rant ftrove  to  transfer,  on  the  laws  and  the  judges, 
fome  portion  of  his  guilt;  but  the  malk  was  fallen, 
and  his  fubjeds  could  no  longer  miftake  the 
■ true  author  of  their  calamities.  The  nobleft  of 
.the  Greeks,  more  efpecially  thofe  who,  by  defcent 
or  alliance,  might  difpute  the  Comnenian  inhe- 
ritance, elcaped  from  the  monfter’s  den  : N ice  or 
Prufa,  Sicily  or  Cyprus,  were  their  places  of  re- 
fuge ; and  as  their  flight  was  already  criminal, 
they  aggravated  their  offence  by  an  open  revolt, 
and  the  Imperial  title.  Yet  Andronicus  refilled 
the  daggers  and  fvvords  of  his  moft  formidable 
enemies : Nice  and  Prufa  were  reduced  and  chaf- 
tifed:  the  Sicilians  were  content  with  the  fack  of  *• 
TheflTalonica  ; and  the  diffance  of  Cyprus  was,  not 
more  propitious  to  the  Febel  than  to  the  tyrant. 

His  throne  was  fubverted  by  a rival  without  mc- 
fit,  and  a people  without  arms.  Ifaac  Angelus, 
a defcendant  in  the  female  line  from  the  great 
Alexius,  was  marked  as  a vidim,  by  the  prudence 
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chap,  or  fuperftition  6f  the  emperor.  In  a moment  of 

. ^ defpair,  Angelus  defended  his  life  and  liberty, 

flew  the  executioner,  and  fled  to  the  church  of  St. 
Sophia.  The  fandtuary  was  infenfibly  filled  with 
a curious  and  mournful  crowd,  who,  in  his  fate, 
prognofticated  their  own.  But  their  lamentations 
were  fbon  turned  to  curfes,  and  their  curfes  to 
threats:  they  dared  to  afk,  **  Why  do  we  fear? 
**  why  do  we  obey  ? We  are  many,  and  he  is  one  ; 
**  our  patience  is  the  only  bond  of  our  flavery.” 
With  the  dawn  of  day  the  city  burft  into  a gene- 
ral fedition,  the  prifons  were  thrown  open,  the 
coldell  and  molt  fervile  were  roufed  to  the  defence 
of  their  country,  and  Ifaac,  the  fecond  of  the  name, 
was  raifed  from  the  fandtuary  to  the  throne.  Un- 
confcious  of  his  danger,  the  tyrant  was  abfent  ■; 
withdrawn  from  the  toils  of  ftate,  in  the  delicious 
iflands  of  the  Propontis.  He  had  contradted  ail 
indecent  marriage  with  Alice,  or  Agnes,  daughter 
of  Lewis  the  feventh,  of  France,  and  reiidt  of  the 
■Unfortunate  Alexius;  and  his  fociety,  more  fuit- 
able  to  his  temper  than  to  his  age,  was  compofed 
of  a young  wife  and  a favourite  concubine.  On  the 
firft  alarm  he  rulhed  to  Conftantinople,  impatient 
for  the  blood  of  the  guilty  ; but  he  was  aftonifhed 
by  the  filence  of  the  palace,  the  tumult  of  the  city, 
and  the  general  delertion  of  mankind.  Androni- 
cus  proclaimed  a free  pardon  to  his  fubjedts ; 
they  neither  defined,  nor  would  grant,  forgivenefs : 
he  offered  to  refign  the  crown  to  his  fon  Manuel ; 
but  the  virtues  of  the  fon  could  not  expiate  his 
father’s  crimes.  The  lea  was  ftill  open  for  his 
retreat ; but  the  news  of  the  revolution  had  flown 
' along  - 


Digitized  by  Google 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE.  107 

along  the  coaft : when  fear  had  ceafed,  obedience  xLvnf* 
was  no  more  : the  Imperial  galley  was  purfued  and  — j 

taken  by  an  armed  brigantine  ; and  the  tyrant  was 
dragged  to  the  prefence  of  Ifaac  Angelus,  loaded 
with  fetters,  and  a long  chain  round  his  neck. 

His  eloquence,  and  the  tears  of  his  female  com- 
panions, pleaded  in  vain  for  his  life;  but,  inftead 
of  the  decencies  of  a legal  execution,  the  new  mo- 
narch abandoned  the  criminal  to  the  numerous 
fufferers,  whom  he  had  deprived  of  a father,  an 
hufband,  or  a friend.  His  teeth  and  hair,  an  eye 
and  a hand,  were  torn  from  him,  as  a poor  com- 
penfation  for  their  lofs ; and  a fhort  refpite  was  al- 
lowed, that  he  might  feel  the  bitternel's  of  death. 

Aftride  on  a camel,  without  any  danger  of  arefcue, 
he  was  carried  through  the  city,  and  the  bafeft  of 
the  populace  rejoiced  to  trample  on  the  fallen  ma- 
jefty  of  their  prince.  After  a thoufand  blows  and 
outrages,  Andronius  was  hung  by  the  feet,  be- 
tween two  pillars  that  fupported  the  ftatues  of  a 
wolf  and  a fow ; and  every  hand  that  could  reach 
die  public  enemy,  infli&ed  on  his  body  fome  mark 
of  ingenious  or  brutal  cruelty,  till  two  friendly  or 
furious  Italians,  plunging  their  fwords  into  his 
body,  releafed  him  from  all  human  puniftnnent. 

"In  this  long  and  painful  agony,  **  Lord  have 
tc  mercy  upon  me ! and  why  will  you  bmife  a 
ct  broken  reed  ?”  were  the  only  words  that  efcap- 
ed  from  his  mouth.  Our  hatred  for  the  tyrant  is 
loft  in  pity  for  the  man ; nor  can  we  blame  his  pu- 
fillanimous  refigrtation,  fince  a Greek  Chriftian 
was  no  longer  mafter  of  his  life. 
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chap.  , I have  been  tempted  to  expatiate  on  the  extra- 

XLVIII,  . 1 1 

i ordinary  character  and  adventures  of  Andronicus  ; 
ifasc  H.  but  I finall  here  terminate  the  feries  of  the  Greek 

Aneelus,  . 

A.  d.  emperors  fince  the  time  of  Heraclius.  The  branches 
Scpf.’ is.  that  fprang  from  the  Comnenian  trunk  had  in- 
fenfibly  withered  ; and  the  male  line  was  continued 
only  in  the  pofterity  of  Andronicus  himfelf,  who, 
in  the  public  Confufion,  ufurped  the  fovereignty 
of  Trebizond,  fo  oblcure  in  hiftory,  and  fo  famous 
in  romance.  A private  citizen  of  Philadelphia, 
Conftantine  Angelus,  had  emerged  to  wealth  and 
honours,  by  his  marriage  with  a daughter  of  the 
emperor  Alexius.  His  fon  Andronicus  is  confpi- 
cuous  only  by  his  cowardice.  His  grandfon  Ifaac 
punilhed  and  fucceedcd  the  tyrant ; but  he  was 
dethroned  by  his  own  vices,  and  the  ambition  of 
his  brother ; and  their  difcord  introduced  the  La- 
A.  D.  tins  to  the  conqueft  of  Conftantinople,  the  firft 
April  ii.  great  period  in  the  fall  of  the  Eaftern  empire. 

, If  we  compute  the  number  and  duration  of  the 
reigns,  it  will  be  found,  that  a period  of  fix 
hundred  years  is  filled  by  fixty  emperors,  includ- 
ing in  the  Auguftan  lift  fopne  female  fovereigns ; 
and  deducting  fome  ufurpers  who  were  never  ac- 
knowledged in  the  capital,  and  fome  princes  who 
did  not  live  to  poffefs  their  inheritance.  The  ave- 


rage proportion  will  allow  ten  years  for  each  em- 
peror, far  below  the  chronological  rule  of  Sir  Ifaac 
Newton,  who,  from  the  experience  of  more  recent 
and  regular  monarchies,  has  defined  about  eighteen 
or  twenty  years  as  the  term  of  an  ordinary  reign. 
The  Byzantine  empire  was  moft  tranquil  and  pro- 
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fperous  when  it  could  acquiefce  in  hereditary  fuc- 

cefllon ; five  dynafties,  the  Heraclian,  Ifaurian,  . 

Amorian,  Bafilian,  and  Comnenian  families  en- 
joyed and  tranfmitted  the  royal  patrimony  during 
their  refpedlive  leries,  of  five,  four,  three,  fix, 
and  four  generations  ■,  feveral  princes  number  the 
years  of  their  reign  with  thofe  of  their  infancy ; and 
Conftantine  the  feventh  and  his  two  grandlbns  oc- 
cupy the  fpace  of  an  entire  century.  But  in  the  in- 
tervals of  the  Byzantine  dynafties,  the  fucceffion  is 
rapid  and  broken,  and  the  name  of  a fuccefsful 
candidate  is  fpeedily  erazed  by  a more  fortunate 
competitor.  Many  were  the  paths  that  led  to  the 
fummit  of  royalty ; the  fabric  of  rebellion  was 
overthrown  by  the  ftroke  of  confpiracy,  or  under- 
mined by  the  filent  arts  of  intrigue  : the  favourites 
of  the  foldiers  or  people,  of  the  lenate,  or  clergy, 
of  the  women  and  eunuchs,  were  alternately  cloth- 
ed with  the  purple  : the  means  of  their  elevation 
were  bafe,  and  their  end  was  often  contemptible  or 
tragic.  A being  of  the  nature  of  man,  endowed 
with  the  fame  faculties,  but  with  a longer  meafure 
of  exiftence,  would  caft  down  a fmile  of  pity  and 
contempt  on  the  crimes  and  follies  of  human  am- 
bition, fo  eager,  in  a narrow  fpan,  to  grafp  at  a 
precarious  and  fliort-lived  enjoyment.  It  is  thus 
that  the  experience  of  hiftory  exalts  and  enlarges 
the  horizon  of  our  intelle&ual  view.  In  a compo- 
fition  of  fome  days,  in  a perufal  of  fome  hours, 
fix  hundred  years  have  rolled  away,  and  the  du- 
ration of  a life  or  reign  is  contracted  to  a fleeting 
moment : the  grave  is  ever  befide  the  throne ; the 
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XL  Vi  if"  ^ucce^s  a crim>nal  is  almoft  inflantly  followed 

t—  j by  the  lofs  of  his  prize ; and  our  immortal  reafon 

lurvives  and  difdains  the  fixty  phantoms  of  kings 
who  have  paflfed  befoie  our  eyes,  and  faintly  dwell 
on  our  remembrance.  The^oblervation,  that,  in 
every  age  and  climate,  ambition  has  prevailed  with 
the  fame  commanding  energy,  may  abate  the  fur- 
prife  of  a phiiofopher  ; but  while  he  condemns  the 
vanity,  he  may  fearch  the  motive,  of  this  univer- 
fal  defire  to  obtain  and  hold  the  fceptreof  dominion. 
To  the  greater  part  of  the  Byzantine  feries,  we  cannot 
reafonably  afcribe  the  love  of  fame  and  of  mankind. 
The  virtue  alone  of  John  Comnenus  was  benefi- 
cent and  pure : the  molt  illuftrious  of  the  princes, 
who  precede  or  follow  that  refpedable  name,  have 
trod  with  fome  dexterity  and  vigour  the  crooked 
and  bloody  paths  of  a felfifh  policy  : in  fcrutinizing 
the  imperfedt  characters  of  Leo  the  Ifaurian,  Bafil 
the  firft,  and  Alexius  Comnenus,  of  Theophilus, 
the  fecond  Bafil,  and  Manuel  Comnenus,  our 
efteem  and  cenfure  are  almoft  equally  balanced  ; 
and  the  remainder  of  the  Imperial  crowd  could 
only  defire  and  expedt  to  be  forgotten  by  pofterity. 
Was  perfonal  happinefs  the  aim  and  objedt  of  their 
ambition  ? I fhall  not  defcant  on  the  vulgar  topics 
of  the  mifery  of  kings ; but  I may  furely  obferve, 
that  their  condition,  of  all  others,  is  the  molt 
pregnant  with  fear,  and  the  leaft  fufceptible  of 
hope.  For  thefe  oppofite  pafiions,  a larger  fcope 
was  allowed  in  the  revolutions  of  antiquity,  than 
j in  the  fmooth  and  folid  temper  of  the  modern 
world,  which  cannot  eafily  repeat  either  the  triumph 
of  Alexander  or  the  fall  of  Darius.  But  the  pe- 
6 culiar 
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culiar  infelicity  of  the  Byzantine  princes  expofed  chap. 
them  to  domeftic  perils,  without  affording  any  — 1_.  ’i 
lively  promife  of  foreign  conqueft.  From  the  pin- 
nacle of  greatnefs,  A ndronicus  was  precipitated  by 
a death  more  cruel  and  fhameful  than  that  of  the 
vileft  malefadtor ; but  the  mofl  glorious  of  his  pre- 
deceffors  had  much  more  to  dread  from  their  fub- 
jedts  than  to  hope  from  their  enemies.  The  army 
was  licentious  without  fpirit,  the  nation  turbulent 
without  freedom : the  Barbarians  of  the  F.aft  and 
Weft  preffed  on  the  monarchy,  and  the  lofs  of  the 
provinces  was  terminated  by  the  final  fervitude  of 
the  capital. 

The  entire  feries  of  Roman  emperors,  from  the 
firft  of  the  Czefars  to  the  laft  of  the  Conftantines, 
extends  above  fifteen  hundred  years : and  the  term 
of  dominion  unbroken  by  foreign  conqueft,  fur- 
paffes  the  meafure  of  the  ancient  monarchies  j the 
AfTyrians  or  Medes,  the  fucceffors  of  Cyrus,  or 
thofe  of  Alexander. 
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Introduction,  Worjhip , and  Per/ecution  of  Images.-— 
Revolt  of  Italy  and  Rome. — 'Temporal  Dominion 
of  the  Popes. — Conqueft  of  Italy  by  the  Franks. 

. — EJlabliJhment  of  Images. — Character  and  Co- 
ronation of  Charlemagne. — Reft  oration  and  De- 
cay of  the  Roman  Empire  in  the  Weft. — Inde- 
pendence of  Italy. — Conftitution  of  the  Germanic 
Body. 

chap.  T N the  connexion  of  the  church  and  Hate,  I 

« have  confidered  the  former  as  fubfervient  only, 

introciuc-  ancj  relative,  to  the  latter;  a falutary  maxim,  if  in 
images  in-  faft,  as  well  as  in  narrative,  it  had  ever  been  held 
Chriftian  facred.  The  oriental  philofophy  of  the  Gnoftics, 
cbuich.  the  dark  abyfs  of  predeftination  and  grace,  and  the 
ftrange  transformation  of  the  Eucharift  from  the 
fign  to  the  fubftance  of  Chrift’s  body  *,  I have 
purpofely  abandoned  to  the  curiofity  of  fpeculative 
divines.  But  I have  reviewed,  with  diligence  and 
pleafure,  the  objefts  of  ecclefiaftical  hiftory,  by 
which  the  decline  and  fall  of  the  Roman  empire 

1 The  learned  Sclden  has  given  the  hiftory  of  tranfubftantiation 
in  a comprehenfive  and  pithy  fentence.  “ This  opinion  is  only 
**  rhetoric  turned  into  logic.”  (His  Works,  vol.  iii.  p.  *07;.  in  his 
Table  talk.) 
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\vere  materially  affe&ed,  the  propagation  of  Chrift- 
ianity,  the  conftitution  of  the  Catholic  church, 
the  ruin  of  Paganifm,  and  the  fetfts  that  arofe  from 
the  myfterious  controverfies  concerning  the  Tri- 
nity and  incarnation.  At  the  head  of  this  clafs, 
we  may  juftly  rank  the  worfhip  of  images,  fo 
fiercely  difputed  in  the  eighth  and  ninth  centuries ; 
fince  a queftion  of  popular  fuperftition  produced 
the  revolt  of  Italy,  the  temporal  power  of  the 
popes,  and  the  reftoration  of  the  Roman  empire  in 
the  Weft. 

The  primitive  Chriftians  were  poflefled  with  an 
Unconquerable  repugnance  to  the  ufe  and  abufe  of 
images  j and  this  averfion  may  be  aferibed  to  their 
defeent  from  the  Jews,  and  their  enmity  to  the 
Greeks.  The  Molaic  law  had  feverely  proferibed 
all  reprefentations  of  the  Deity  ; and  that  precept 
ttas  firmly  eftablifhed  in  the  principles  and  practice 
of  the  chofen  people.  The  wit  of  the  Chriftian 
apologifts  was  pointed  againft  the  foolifti  idolaters, 
who  bowed  before  the  workmanfhip  of  their  own 
hands  j the  images  of  brafs  and  marble,  which, 
had  they  been  endowed  with  fenfe  and  motion, 
lhould  have  ftarted  rather  from  the  pedeftal  to 
adore  the  creative  powers  of  the  artift*.  Per- 
haps fome  recent  and  imperfedt  converts  of  the 
Gnoftic  tribe,  might  crown  the  ftatues  of  Christ 
and  St.  Paul  wich  the  profane  honours  which  they 
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* Nec  intelligunt  homines  ineptiflimi,  quod  fi  fentire  fimulacra  et 
tnoveri  portent,  ndoratura  hominem  fuiiTent  a quo  lur.t  expolita 
(Divin.  Inftititt.  1.  ii.  c.  i.).  Laftantius  is  the  laft,  as  well  as  th* 
molt  eloquent,  of  the  Latin  apologifts.  Their  raillery  of  idols  at- 
tacks not  only  the  ohjeif,  but  the  form  and  matter. 

v Vol.  IX.  I paid 


Digitized  by  Google 


1*4 


THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 


chap,  paid  to  thofe  of  Ariftotle  and  Pythagoras1;  but 
the  public  religion  of  the  Catholics  was  uniformly 
fimple  and  fpiritual ; and  the  firft  notice  of  the  ufe 
of  pictures  is  in  the  cenfure  of  the  council  of  Illi- 
beris,  three  hundred  years  after  the  Chriftian  sera. 
Under  the  fucceflors  of  Conftantine,  in  the  peace 
and  luxury  of  the  triumphant  church,  the  more 
prudent  bifliops  condefcended  to  indulge  a vifible 
fuperftition,  for  the  benefit  of  the  multitude ; and, 
after  the  ruin  of  Paganifm,  they  were  no  longer 
reftrainedby  the  apprehenfion  of  an  odious  parallel. 
The  firft  introdudlion  of  a fymbolic  worlhip  was 
in  the  veneration  of  the  crofs,  and  of  relics.  The 
faints  and  martyrs,  whofe  interceflion  was  im- 
plored, were  feated  on  the  right  hand  of  God ; 
but  the  gracious  and  often  fupernatural  favours, 
which,  in  the  popular  belief,  were  fhowered  round 
their  tomb,  conveyed  an  unqueftionable  fantftion 
of  the  devout  pilgrims,  who  vifited,  and  touched, 
and  kiffed,  thefe  lifelefs  remains,  the  memorials 
of  their  merits  and  fufferings  4.  But  a memorial, 
more  interefting  than  the  fkull  or  the  fandals  of  a 
departed  wot  thy,  is  the  faithful  copy  of  his  perfon 
and  features,  delineated  by  the  arts  of  painting 
. or  fculpture.  In  every  age,  fuch  copies,  fo  con- 
genial to  human  feelings,  have  been  cherifhed  by 
the  zeal  of  private  friendfliip,  or  public  efteem : 
the  images  of  the  Roman  emperors  were  adored 

* See  Trenactis,  Epiphanius,  and  Auguftin  (Bafnage,  Hift.  de* 

Eglifes  Reformets,  tom.  ii.  p.  1313.).  This  Gnoftic  praftice  ha* 
a Gngular  affinity  with  the  private  worffiip  of  Alexander  Severn* 
(Lampridius,  c.  *9.  Lardner,  Heathen  Teftimonies,'  Vol/  1*1. 
p.  34.).  - • 

* See  this  Hiftory,  vol.  iii.  p.  156.  j vol,  iv.  p.  too. ; vol.  v. 
p.  113-136. 
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With  civil,  and  almoft  religious  honours ; a reve- 
rence lefs  oftentatious,  but  more  fincere,  was  ap- 
plied to  the  ftatues  of  fages  and  patriots ; and  thefe 
profane  virtues,  thefe  fplendid  fins,  dilappeared  in 
the  prefence  of  the  holy  men,  who  had  died  for  their 
celeftial  and  everlafting  country.  At  firfl,  the  ex- 
periment was  made  with  caution  and  fcruple  j and 
the  venerable  pi&ures  were  difcreetly  allowed  to 
inftrutt  the  ignorant,  to  awaken  the  cold,  and  to 
gratify  the  prejudices  of  the  heathen  profelytes.  By 
a flow  though  inevitable  progreflion,  the  honours 
of  the  original  were  transferred  to  the  copy : the 
devout  Chriftian  prayed  before  the  image  of  a faint; 
and  the  Pagan  rites  of  genuflexion,  luminaries, 
and  inceafe,  again  ftole  into  the  Catholic  church. 
The  fcruples  of  reafon,  or  piety,  were  filenced  by 
the  ftrong  evidence  of  vifions  and  miracles  ; and 
the  pictures  which  fpeak,  and  move,  and  bleed, 
mud  be  endowed  with  a divine  energy,  and  may 
be  confidered  as  the  proper  objects  of  religious 
adoration.  The  moil  audacious  pencil  might 
tremble  in  the  rafti  attempt  of  defining,  by  forms 
and  colours,  the  infinite  Spirit,  the  eternal  Father, 
who  pervades  and  fuftains  the  univerfe  \ But  the 
fuperflitious  mind  was  more  eafily  reconciled  to 
paint  and  to  worfhip  the  angels,  and,  above  all,  the 
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5 Ou  yap  to  ©ric»  asrXw  *«>  afmirror  ptecpxl; 

rtcri  xat  a~/r,jj.acn  a7r;.*a£c.p.i/.  HTt  xnpa  xxi  £oAoi{  rr,> 
xa>  •jcfoaiapw  f.atat  nuat  iuyruxa/xif  (Concilium  Nicenum, 
i>.  in  Colled.  Labb.  tom.  viii.  p.  ioz;.  edit.  Venet.).  II  feroit 
peutetre  a-piopos  de  ne  point  foufTrir  d’iinages  de  la  Trinite  ou  de  la 
Divinitej  les  dcfenfeurs  les  plus  zeles  des  images  ayant  condamne 
celles  ci,  et  le  concile  de  Trente  ne  parlant  que  des  images  de  Jefus 
Chiift  et  des  Saints  (Dupin,  Bibliot.  Ecclel".  tom.  vi.  p.  1 54-.) . 
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Cxlix  P*  Son  of  God,  under  the  human  fliape,  which,  .ori 
• — v— j earth,  they  have  condefcended  to  affume.  The 
fecond  perfon  of  the  Trinity  had  been  clothed  with 
a real  and  nlortal  body  j but  that  body  had  amend- 
ed into  heaven  j and,  had  not  fome  fimilitude  been 
prefented  to  the  eyes  of  his  difciples,  the  fpiritual 
worfliip  of  Chrift  might  have  been  obliterated  by 
the  vifible  relics  and  reprefentations  of  the  faints. 
A fimilar  indulgence  was  requifite,  and  propitious, 
for  the  Virgin  Mary  : the  place  of  her  burial  was 
unknown ; and  the  affiimption  of  her  foul  and 
body  into  heaven  was  adopted  by  the  credulity  of  the 
Greeks  and  Latins.  The  ufe,  and  even  the  tvorfhip, 
of  images,  was  firmly  eftablifhed  before  the  end  of 
the  fixth  century : they  were  fondly  „cheriflied  by 
the  warm  imagination  of  the  Greeks  and  Aftatics : 
the  Pantheon  and  Vatican  were  adorned  with  the 
emblems  of  a new  fuperftition  j but  this  femblance 
of  idolatry  was  more  coldly  entertained  by  the  rude 
Barbarians  and  the  Arian  clergy  of  the  Weft.  The 
bolder  forms  of  fculpture,  in  brafs  or.  marble, 
which  peopled  the  temples  of  antiquity,  were 
offenfive  to  the  fancy  or  confcience  of  the  Chrift- 
ian  Greeks  and  a lmooth  furface  of  colours  has 
ever  been  efteemed  a more  decent  and  lurmlefs 
mode  of  imitation*. 

Ti't  image  The  merit  and  effecl  of  a copy  depends  on  its 

of  Eutila.  - . i -ii  ■ • i ‘ ’ 

rcltmblance  with  the  original ; but  the  primitive 

fi  This  general  hiflbry  of  images  is  drawn  from  the  xxii*  hook  of 
the  Hift.  des  Egiili’s  Rcformees  of  f'al'rtitge,  tom.  ii.  p.  i.10_ 
1 3-,*.  He  was  a proteftant,  but  of  a manly  fpirit;  and  on  this 
head  the  •protertants  are  fo  notorioofly  in  the  right,  that  they  can 
vtrturc  to  be  impartial.  See  the  perplexity  of  poor  friar  Ea'gi, 
Critics,  tom.  i.  p.  41. 

Chriftians 
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Chriftians  were  ignorant  of  the  genuine  features  C^IT‘^XP* 
of  the  Son  of  God,  his  mother,  and  his  . _ _ 'j 
apoftles : the  ftatue  of  Chrift  at  Paneas  in  Pale- 
ftine7  was  more  probably  that  of  fume  temporal 
iaviour;  the  Gnoftics  and  their  profane  monu- 
ments were  reprobated  ; and  the  fancy  of  the  Chrift- 
ian  arcifts  could  only  be  guided  by  the  clandeftine 
imitation  of  fome  heathen  model.  In  this  diftrels, 
a bold  and  dextrous  invention  aiTured  at  once  the 
likenefs  of  the  image  and  the  innocence  of  the 
worfhip.  A new  fuperftru&ure  of  fable  was  raifed  * 
on  the  popular  bafis  of  a Syrian  legend,  on  the  cor- 
refpondence  of  Chrift  and  Abgarus,  fo  famous  in 
the  days  of  Eufebius,  fo  relu&antly  deferted  by 
our  modern  advocates.  The  biftiop  of  Ciefarea* 
records  the  epiftle  v,  but  he  moft  rtrangely  torgets 

the 


7 After  removing  fome  rubbilh  of  miracle  anil  inconfiftcncy, 
it  may  allowed,  that  as  late  as  the  year  300,  Paneas  in  Paleftino 
was  decorated  with  a bronze  ftatue,  rcprefentiug  a grave  jxrfonage 
wrapt  in  a cloak,  with  a grateful  or  liipuliant  fi  male  kneeling  before 
hint,  and  that  an  infeription — rui  I»v>;  , tv  tt'ifyrrx — was  perhaps 
inferibed  on  the  pedeftal.  By  the  Chriftians,  this  groups  was  fooj- 
iftlly  explained  of  their  founder  and  the  ftnr  woman  whom  he  had 
cured  of  the  bloody  tiux  (Eufeb.  vii.  1 8.  Philoltorg.  vii.  3,  &c.). 
M.  de  lleaufobrc  moie  reafonably  conjectures  the  philofopher  Apol- 
lonius, or  the  emperor  Vefpalian  : in  the  latter  fuppolition,  the  fe- 
male is  a city,  a province,  op  perhaps  ths  queen  Berenice  (Biblio- 
theque  Germnnique,  tom.  xiii.  p.  I — 91-)- 

3 Eufeb,  Hift.  Ecclef.  1.  i.  c.  13.  The  learned  Afleinannus  has 
brought  up  ths  collateral  aid  of  three  Syrians,  St.  Ephrcio,  Jofuji 
Stylites,  and  Janies  biftiop  of  Sarug  3 but  I do  not  find  any  notice 
of  the  Syriac  original  or  the  archives  of  Edeffa  (Bibliot.  Orient,  tom. 
i.  p.  318,  420,  J54.)j  their  vague  belief  is  probably  derived  from 
the  Greeks. 

9The  evidence  for  thefe  epiftles  is  Rated  and  rejected  by  the  candid 
Lardner  (Heathptt  Teftimonies,  vol.  i.  p.  197—309.).  Among  the 
herd  of  bigots  who  are  forcibly  driven  from  this  convenient,  but 
' I 3 untenable, 
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CHAP,  the  pi&ure,  ofChrift,0j  the  perfeft  impreffion  of 

. ' ' ' . his  face  on  a linen,  with  which  he  gratified  the 

faith  of  the  royal  ftranger,  who  had  invoked  his 
healing  power,  and  offered  the  ftrong  city  of  Edeffa 
to  proteft  him  againft  the  malice  of  the  Jews.  The 
ignorance  of  the  primitive  church  is  explained  by 
the  long  imprifonment  of  the  image  in  a nich  of 
the  wall,  from  whence,  after  an  oblivion  of  five 
hundred  years,  it  was  releafed  by  fome  prudent 
bilhop,  and  feafonably  prefented  to  the  devotion  of 
the  times.  Its  firft  and  moll  glorious  exploit  was  the 
deliverance  of  the  city  from  the  arms  of  Chofroes 
Nulhirvan ; and  it  was  loon  revered  as  a pledge 
of  the  divine  promife,  that  Edeffa  Ihould  never  be 
taken  by  a foreign  enemy.  It  is  true  indeed,  that 
the  text  of  Procopius  afcribes  the  double  deliver- 
ance of  Edeffa  to  the  wealth  and  valour  of  her  citi- 
zens, who  purchafed  the  abfence  and  repelled  the 
affaultsof  the  Perfian  monarch.  He  was  ignorant, 
the  profane  hiftorian,  of  the  teftimony  which  he 
is  compelled  to  deliver  in  the  ecclefiaftical  page  of 
Evagrius,  that  the  Palladium  was  expofed  on  the 


untenable,  poft,  I am  alhamed,  with  the  Grabes,  Cave*,  Tille- 
monts,  &c.  to  difcover  Mr.  Addifon,  an  Englifh  gentleman  (his 
Works,  vol.  i.  p.  518.  Balkerville's  edition;;  but  his  fuperficial 
trail  on  the  Chriltian  religion  owes  its  credit  to  his  name,  his  ftyle, 
and  the  interefted  applaule  of  our  clergy. 

*°  From  the  filence  of  James  of  Sarug  (Afleman.  Bibliot.  Orient. 

р.  189.  318.),  and  the  teftimony  of  Evagrius  (Hift.  Ecclef.  1.  iv. 

с.  17.),  I conclude  that  this  fable  was  invented  between  thf  years 

511  and  594,  moil  probably  after  the  fiege  of  EdefTa  in  540  (Afle- 
man.  tom.  i.  p.  416.  Procopius,  de  Bell.  Perfic.  1.  ii.).  It  is 
thefword  and  buckler  of  Gregory  II.  (in  Epift.  i.  and  Leon.  Ifaur. 
Ccmcil.  tom.  viii.  p.  656,  657.),  of  John  Damafcenus  (Opera, 
tom.  i.  p.  181.  edit.  Lequien),  and  of  the  fecond  Nieene  Council 
(Ailio  v.  p.  1030.).  The  mod  peifefl  edition  may  be  found  ia 
Cedrenus  (Compend.  p.  175—178.).  1 

2 . rampart,  * 
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rampart,  andthat  the  water  which  had  been  fprinkled  CXI^I>‘ 
on  the  holy  face,  inftead  of  quenching,  added  new  -f_  ■■ 
fewel  to  the  flames  of  the  befieged.  After  this 
important  fervice,  the  image  of  Edefla  was  pre-  ■ 
ferved  with  refpedt  and  gratitude  ; and  if  the  Ar- 
menians rejected  the  legend,  the  more  credulous 
Greeks  adored  the  fimilitude,  which  was  not  the 
work  of  any  mortal  pencil,  but  the  immediate 
creation  of  the  divine  original.  The  ftyle  and 
fentiments  of  a Byzantine  hymn  will  declare  how 
far  their  worlhip  was  removed  from  the  groflefl: 
idolatry.  <c  How  can  we  with  mortal  eyes  con- 
“ template  this  image,  whofe  celeftial  fplendour 
“ the  hoft  of  heaven  prefumes  not  to  behold  ? He 
“ who  dwells  in  heaven  condefcends  this  day  to 
“ vifit  us  by  his  venerable  image : He  who  is 
“ feated  on  the  cherubim,  vifits  us  this  day  by  a 
«f  pifture,  which  the  Father  has  delineated  with 
“ his  immaculate  hand,  which  he  has  formed  in 
tc  an  ineffable  manner,  and  which  we  fanftify  by 
adoring  it  with  fear  and  love.”  Before  the  end 
of  the  flxth  century,  thefe  images,  made  without 
hands  (in  Greek,  it  is  a Angle  word  M),  were  pro- 
pagated in  the  camps  and  cities  of  theEaftern  em- 


1 1 A^sifowonjTo?.  See  Ducange,  in  GlolT.  Grace.  et  Lat.  The 
fubjefl  is  treated  with  equal  learning  and  bigotry  by  the  Jefuit 
Gretfer  (Syntagma  de  Imaginibus  non  Mantrfaftis,  ad  calcem  Co- 
dini  de  Officiis,  p.  189 — 330.),  the  afs,  or  rather  the  fox,  of  In- 
goldftadt  (fee  theScaligerana)  ; with  equal  reafon  and  wit  by  the 
proteftant  Beaufobre,  in  the  ironical  controverfy  which  he  has  fprcad 
through  many  volumes  of  the  Bibliotheque  Germanique  (tom.  xviii. 
p.  x— 50.  xx.  p.  17 — 68.  xxv.  p.  1—36.  xxvii.  p.  85—118. 
x xviii.  p.  x— 33.  xxxi.  p.  111— 15.8.  xxxii.  p.  75—*°7'  xxxiv. 
p.  67—96.).  » ^ 

> l 
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c h A P.  pi re  ,l:  they  were  the  objefts  of  worfhip,  and  the 
«/  . v'  inftruments  of  miracles  : and  in  the  hour  of  danger 
its  copies,  or  tumult,  their  venerable  prefence  could  revive 
the  hope,  rekindle  the  courage,  or  reprefs  the  fury, 
of  the  Roman  legions.  Of  thefe  pictures,  the  far 
greater  part,  the  trap.fcripts  of  a human  pencil, 
could  only  pretend  to  a fecondary  likenefs  and 
improper  title : but  there  were  fome  of  higher  de- 
feent,  who  derived  their  refemblance  from  an  im- 
mediate contasSb  with  the  original,  endowed,  for 
that  purpofe,  with  a miraculous  and  prolific  vir- 
tue. The  molt  ambitious  afpired  from  a filial  ta 
a fraternal  relation  with  the  image  of  Edefia  ; and 
fuch  is  the  veronica  of  Rome,  or  Spain,  or  Jeru- 
falem,  which  Chrift  in  his  agony  and  bloody 
fweat  applied  to  his  face,  and  delivered  to  an  holy 
matron.  The  - fruitful  precedent  was  fpeedily 
transferred  to  the  Virgin  Mary,  and  the  faints 
and  martyrs.  In  thechprchof  Diofpolis  in  Pale- 
ilinc,  the  features  of  the  Mother  of  God  13  were 
deeply  inferibed  in  a marble  column : the  Eaft  and 
Welt  have  been  decorated  by  the  pencil  of  St. 
Luke ; and  the  evangelift,  who  was  perhaps  a 
phyfician,  has  been  forced  to  exercife  the  occu- 
pation of  a painter,  fo  profane  and  odious  in  the 

“.Theopliylaft  Simocatta  (1.  ii.  c.  3.  p.  34..  1.  |ii.  c.  1.  p.  63.} 
celebrates  the  ukus-uv,  which  he  flyles  o^ifG-srur.Tc;  i 

yet  it  was  no  more  than  a copy,  Cnee  he  adds,  eefynrtntn  to  £*n>e« 
ot  (of  EdeflTa)  UfWKuaet  ti  to>.  See  Fagi,  tom.  ii, 

A.  D.  si6,  N°  it. 

’*  See,  in  the  genuine  or  fyppofed  works  of  John  Damafecnus, 
fwo  paffageson  the  Virgin  and  8t.  Luke,  which  have  not  been  noticed 
by  Gretfer,  nor  confequently  by  BeaufoLre  (Opera  Joh.  Damafcen. 
tom,  i.  p.  61S.  631-). 
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eyes  of  the  primitive  Chriftians.  The  Olympian  cx” p' 
Jove,  created  by  the  mufe  of  Homer,  and  the  v — v — » 
chiiTcl  of  Phidias,  might  infpire  a philofophic  mind 
with  momentary  devotion:  but  thefe  Catholic 

images  were  faintly  and  flatly  delineated  by  monkifii 
artiils  in  the  laft  degeneracy  of  tafte  and  genius  *4. 

The  worfhip  of  images  had  Rolen  into  the  church  oPpofitio« 
by  infenfible  degrees,  and  each  petty  ftep  was 
pleafing  to  the  fuperftitious  mind,  as  productive 
of  comfort  and  innocent  of  fin.  But  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  eighth  century,  in  the  full  magni- 
tude of  the  abufe,  the  more  timorous  Greeks 
were  awakened  by  an  apprehenfion,  that  under 
the  mafic  of  Chriftianity,  they  had  reftored  the 
religion  of  their  fathers : they  heard,  witft  grief 
and  impatience,  the  name  of  idolaters ; the  incef- 
fant  charge  of  the  Jews  and  Mahometans  ,s,  who 
derived  from  the  Law  and  the  Koran  an  im- 
mortal hatred  to  graven  images  and  all  the  relative 
worlhip.  The  fervitude  of  the  Jews  might  curb 
their  zeal  and  depreciate  their  authority ; but  the 
triumphant  Mufulmans,  who  reigned  atDamafcus, 
and  threatened  Conftantinople,  caff  into  the  fcale 
of  reproach  the  accumulated  weight  of  truth  and 
victory.  The  cities  of  Syria,  paleftine,  and  Egypt, 
had  been  fortified  with  the  images  of  Chrift,  his 

, r . 

*♦  “ Your  fcandalous  figures  (land  quite  out  from  the  canvafs: 

“ they  are  as  bad  as  a group  of  ftatues!”  It  was  thus  that  the 
ignorance  and  bigotry  of  a Greek  prieft  applauded  the  pictures  of 
Titian,  which  he  had  oidercd,  and  refufed  to  accejit. 

'5  By  Cedrenus,  Zonaras,  Glycas,  and  Manafles,  the  origin  of 
the  Icouoclalts  is  imputed  to  the  oaliph  Yezid  end  two  Jews,  who 
promifed  the  empire  to  Leo ; and  the  reproaches  of  thefe  holtile 
lcflalies  are  turned  into  an  abfurd  confpiracy  for  reftoring  the  purity 
of  the  Chriftian  worfliip  (ice  Spanheim,  Hilt.  Imag.  c,  *.)• 

, 3 mother, 
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CHAP.  mother,  and  his  faints;  and  each  city  prefumed 
i_  on  the  hope  or  promife  of  miraculous  defence.  In 

a rapid  conqueft  of  ten  years,  the  Arabs  fub- 
dued  thofe  cities  and  thefe  images  ; and,  in  their 
opinion,  the  Lord  of  Holts  pronounced  a decifive 
judgment  between  the  adoration  and  contempt  of 
thefe  mute  and  inanimate  idols.  For  a while 
Edeffa  had  braved  the  Perfian  alfaults;  but  the 
chofen  city,  the  fpoufe  of  Chrift,  was  involved  in 
the  common  ruin ; and  his  divine  refemblance 
became  the  Have  and  trophy  of  the  infidels.  After 
a fervitude  of  three  hundred  years,  the  Palladium 
was  yielded  to  the  devotion  of  Conftantinople,  for 
a ranfom  of  twelve  thoufand  pounds  of  filver,  the 
redemption  of  two  hundred  Mufulmans,  and  a per- 
petual truce  for  the  territory  of  Edeffa  ,<s.  In  this 
feafon  of  diftrefs  and  difmay,  the  eloquence  of  the 
monks  was  exercifed  in  the  defence  of  images;  and 
they  attempted  to  prove,  that  the  fin  and  fchifm 
of  the  greateft  part  of  the  Orientals  had  forfeited  the 
favour,  and  annihilated  the  virtue,  of  thefe  pre- 
cious fymbols.  But  they  were  now  oppofed  by 
the  murmurs  of  many  fimple  or  rational  Chrift- 
ians,  who  appealed  to  the  evidence  of  texts,  of 
fadts,  and  of  the  primitive  times,  and  fecretly 
' defired  the  reformation  of  the  church.  As  the 
worfhip  of  images  had  never  been  eftablifhed  by 
any  general  or  pofitive  law,  its  progrefs  in  the 

,6„ See  Elmacin  (Hift.  Saracen,  p.  *67.),  Abulpharagius  (Dynaft. 
p.  ioi.),  and  Abulfeda  (Ani\gi.  Modern,  p.  164.),  and  the  Criti- 
cifms  ofPagi  (tom.  iii.  A.  D.  944).  The  prudent  Francifcan  re- 
fufes  to  determine  whether  the  image  of  Edefla  now  repofes  at  Rome 
or  Genoa  j but  itsrepofe  is  inglorious,  and  this  ancient  objeil  of  wor- 
thip  is  no  longer  famous  or  fafluocable. 

Eaftern 
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F.aftern  empire  had  been  retarded,  or  accelerated, 
by  the  differences  of  men  and  manners,  the  local 
degrees  of  refinement,  and  the  perfonal  charafters 
of  the  bifhops.,  The  fplendid  devotion  was  fondly 
cherifhed  by  the  levity  of  the  capital,  and  the  in- 
ventive genius  of  the  Byzantine  clergy  ; while  the 
rude  and  remote  diftri&s  of  Afia  were  ftrangers  to 
this  innovation  of  facred  luxury.  Many  large  con- 
gregations of  Gnoftics  and  Arians  maintained, 
after  their  converfion,  the  fimple  worlhip  which  had 
preceded  their  feparation  ; and  the  Armenians, 
the  moft  warlike  fubjefts  of  Rome,  were  not  re- 
conciled, in  the  twelfth  century,  to  the  fight  of 
images  ,7.  Thefe  various  denominations  of  men 
afforded  a fund  of  prejudice  and  averfion,  of 
fmall  account  in  the  villages  of  Anatolia  or 
Thrace,  but  which,  in  the  fortune  of  a foldier,  a 
prelate,  or  an  etinuch,  might  be  often  conne&ed 
with  the  powers  of  the  church  and  ftate. 

Of  fuch  adventurers,  the  moft  fortunate  was  the 
emperor  Leo  the  third  who,  from  the  moun- 
tains 


*7  Ap/HHtis  xut  A XapiaroK  nr&w;  r,  aytut  stxomr  vpioxurnffi;  tvnrryo- 
fivra.1  (Nicetas,  1.  ii.  p.  258.).  The  Armenian  churches  are  ftill 
content  with  the  Crofs  (Millions  du  Eevant,  tom.  iii.  p.  148-)  : but 
furely  the  fuperftitious  Greek  is  unjuft  to  the  iuperftition  of  the  Ger- 
mans of  the  xiith  century. 

•8  Our  original,  but  not  impartial,  monuments  of  the  Iconoclafts 
mull  be  drawn  from  the  Afts  of  the  Councils,  tom.  viii  and  ix. 
Colleft.  Labbe,  edit.  Venet.  and  the  hiftorical  writings  of  Theo- 
phanes,  Nicephoros,  Manaffes,  Cedremis,  Zonaras,  &c.  Of  the 
modern  Catholics,  Baronius,  Pagi,  Natalis  Alexander  (Hift.  Ecclef. 
Seculum  viii  and  ix.),  and  Maimbourg  (Hift.  des  Iconoclaftes),  have 
treated  the  fubjeft  with  learning,  paffion,  and  credulity.  The  pro- 
teftant  labours  of  Frederic  Spanheim  (Hiftoria  Imaginum  Reftituta) 
and  James  Bafnage  (Hift.  des  Eglifes  Reformces,  tom.  ii.  1.  xxiii. 

P-  >359 


”3 

CHAP. 

XLIX. 


Leo  the 
Itonoclaft, 
and  his 
fucceftbrs, 
A.  D. 
726— .840. 


Digitized  by  Google 


m 


THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 


c h ap.  rajns  0f  I fauna,  afcended  the  throne  of  the  Eaft, 
^ He  was  ignorant  of  facred  and  profane  letters } 

but  his  education,  his  reafon,  perhaps  his  inter- 
courfe  with  the  Jews  and  Arabs,  had  infpired  the 
martial  peafant  with  an  hatred  of  images ; and  ic 
was  held  to  be  the  duty  of  a prince,  to  impofe  on 
his  fubjedts  the  dictates  of  his  own  confidence. 
But  in  the  outlet  of  an  unlettled  reign,  dicing  ten 
years  of  toil  and  danger,  Leo  lubmitted  to  the 
meanncfs  of  hypoq-ify,  bowed  before  the  idols 
which  he  defpifed,  and  fatisfied  the  Roman  pontiff 
with  the  .annual  profeiTions  of  his  orthodoxy  and 
zeal.  In  the  reformation  of  religion,  his  firft 
fteps  were  moderate  and  cautious : he  alfembled 
a great  council  of  fenators  and  bifhops,  and 
enacted,  with  their  confent,  that  all  the  images 
fhould  be  removed  from  the  fandtuary  and  altar 
to  a proper  height  in  the  churches,  where  they 
might  be  vifible  to  the  eyes,  and  inaccefiible  to 
the  fuperflition,  of  the  people.  But  it  was  im- 
'■  poffible  on  either  fide  to  check  the  rapid  though 
adverfe  impulfe  of  veneration  and- abhorrence : in 
their  lofty  pofition,  the  facred  images  (till  edified 
• their  votaries  and  reproached  the  tyrant.  He 
was  himfelf  provoked. by  rcfiftance  and  invedtive ; 
and  his  own  party  accufed  him  of  an  imperfedt 
difeharge  of  his  duty,  and  urged  for  his  imita- 
tion, the  example  of  the  Jewifh  king,  who  had 
broken  without  fcruple  the  brazen  ferpent  of  the 
temple.  By  a fecond  edict,  he  profcribed  the 

p.  T539—13S5.)  are  caft  into  the  Tronochft  fcale.  With  this  mutual 
aid,  and  oppolitc  tendency,  it  is  cafy  for  us  to  poife  the  balance  with 
phiiolophic  indifference, 

exiftened 
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£xiftence  as  well  as  the  ufe  of  religious  pictures ; C^^p’ 
the  churches  of  Conftantinople  and  the  provinces  _‘l  \j 
were  cleanfed  from  idolatry  j the  images  of  Chrift, 
the  Virgin,  and  the  Saints,  were  demolifhcd,  or  a 
fmooth  furface  of  plalter  was  fpread  over  the  walls 
of  the  edifice.  The  fe<5t  of  the  Iconoclafts  was 
fupported  by  the  zeal  and  defpotifm  of  fix  em- 
perors, and  the  Eaft  and  Weft  were  involved  in  a 
noify  confiiift  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  years. 

It  was  the  defign  of  Leo  the  Ilaurran  to  pronounce 
the  condemnation  of  images,  as  an  article  of  faith, 
and  by  the  authority  of, a general  council:  but 
the  convocation  of  fuch  an  aftembly  was  referved 
for  his  fon  Conftantine 19 ; and  though  it  is  ftig- 
matifed  by  triumphant  bigotry  as  a meeting  of 
fools  and  atheifts,  their  own  partial  and  mutilated 
acts  betray  many  fymptoms  of  reafon  and  piety. 

The  debates  and  decrees  of  many  provincial  fyr  Their  fy- 
nods  introduced  the  fymmons  of  the  general  coun-  coliftan- 
cil  which  met  in  the  fuburbs  of  Conftantinople,  ,JLn^>le’ 
and  was  ccmpofed  of  the  refpectable  number  of  ’ -'54’ 
three  hundred  and  thirty-eight  bifhops  of  Europe 
and  Anatolia j for  the  patriarchs  of  Antioch  and 
Alexandria  were  the  Haves  of  the  caliph,  and  the 
Roman  pontiff  had  withdrawn  the  churches  of 
Italy  and  the  Weft  from  the  communion  of  the 

>9  Some  flowers  of  rhetoric  are  xai  aQsor,  and  the 

bifliops  toic  fAXTuuft-ocri-.  By  Damafcenus  it  is  ftyled  axveos  xsn 
ahr.Taf  (Opera,  tom.  i.  p.  623.).  Spanheim’s  Apology  for  the 
Synod  of  Contiantinopie  (p.  171,  &c.)  is  worked  up  with  truth  and 
ingenuity,  from  fuch  materials  as  he  could  find  in  the  Nicene  AEts 
(p.  1046,  Sic.),  The  witty  John  of  Damafcus  converts  cmjxoniis 
into  (Tucrxatac'  makes  them  iix?#;,  (laves  of  their  belly,  &c. 

Opera,  tom.  i.  p.  306. 

Greeks. 
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CHAP.  Greeks.  This  Byzantine  fynod  affumed  the  tank 
■ ^ and  powers  of  the  feventh  general  council : yet 

even  this  title  was  a recognition  of  the  fix  pre- 
ceding aflemblies  which  had  laborioufly  built  the 
ftrudture  of  the  Catholic  faith.  After  a ferious 
deliberation  of  fix  months,  the  three  hundred  and 
thirty-eight  bifhops  pronounced  and  fubfcribed  an 
unanimous  decree,  that  all  vifible  fymbols  of 
Chrift,  except  in  the  Eucharift,  were  either  blaf- 
phemous  or  heretical ; that  image-worfhip  was  a 
corruption  of  Chriftianity  and  a renewal  of  Pa- 
ganifm ; that  all  fuch  monuments  of  idolatry 
fhould  be  broken  or  erazed  ; and  that  thofe  who 
fhould  refufe  to  deliver  the  objedts  of  their  private 
fuperftition,  were  guilty  of  difobedience  to  the 
authority  of  the  church  and  of  the  emperor.  In 
their  loud  and  loyal  acclamations,  they  celebrated 
the  merits  of  their  temporal  redeemer;  and  to 
his  zeal  and  juftice  they  entrufted  the  execution  of 
their  fpiritual  cenfures.  At  Conftantinople,  as  in 
the  former  councils,  the  will  of  the  prince  was  the 
rule  of  epifcopal  faith ; but  on  this  occafion,  I 
am  inclined  to  fufpedl  that  a large  majority  of  the 
prelates  facrificed  their  fecret  confcience  to  the 
Their  temptations  of  hope  and  fear.  In  the  long  night 
creed.  fuperftition,  the  Chriftians  had  wandered  far 

away  from  the  fimplicity  of  the  gofpel : nor  was 
it  eafy  for  them  to  difcern  the  clue,  and  tread 
back  the  mazes,  of  the  labyrinth.  The  worfhip 
qf  images  was  infeparably  blended,  at  leaft  to  a 
pious  fancy,  with  the  Crofs,  the  Virgin,  the 
Saints  and  their  relics : the  holy  ground  was  in- 
voked in  a cloud  of  miracles  and  vifions ; and 

the 
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the  nerves  of  the  mind,  curiofity  and  fcepticifm, 
were  benumbed  by  the  habits  of  obedience  and 
belief.  Conftantine  himfelf  is  accufed  of  in- 
dulging a royal  licenfe  to  doubt,  or  deny,  or 
deride  the  myfteries  of  the  Catholics  “,  but  they 
were  deeply  inferibed  in  the  public  and  private 
creed  of  his  bilhops  j and  the  boldeft  Iconoclaft 
might  aflfault  with  a fecret  horror,  the  monuments 
of  popular  devotion,  which  were  conlecrated  to 
the  honour  of  his  celeftial  patrons.  In  the  re- 
formation of  the  fixteenth  century,  freedom  and 
knowledge  had  expanded  all  the  faculties  of  man ; 
the  third  of  innovation  fuperfeded  the  reverence 
of  antiquity,  and  the-  vigour  of  Europe  could 
dildain  thofe  phantoms  which  terrified  the  fickly 
and  fervile  weaknefs  of  the  Greeks. 

The  fcandal  of  an  abftratt  herefy  can  be  only 
proclaimed  to  the  people  by  the  blaft  of  the  ec- 
clefiaftical  trumpet;  but  the  moft  ignorant  can 
perceive,  the  moft  torpid  muft  feel,  the  profana- 
tion and  downfal  of  their  vifible  deities.  The 

/ 

firft  hoftilities  of  Leo  were  directed  againft  a lofty 
Chrift  on  the  veftibule,  and  above  the  gate,  of 
the  palace.  A ladder  had  been  planted  for  the 
aflault,  but  it  was  furioufly  fhaken  by  a crowd  of 
zealots  and  women  : they  beheld,  with  pious  tranf- 
port,  the  minifters  of  facrilege  tumbling  from  on 
high,  and  dallied  againft  the  pavement ; and  die 
honours  of  the  ancient  martyrs  were  proftituted  to 

•\ 

10  He  is  accufed  of  profcriliing  the  title  of  faint ; ftyling  the 
Virgin,  mother  of  Cbrijl ; comparing  her  after  her  delivery  to  an 
empty  purfe  ; of  Arianifm,  Ndiorianifm,  &c.  In  his  defence,  Sjjaii- 
heim  (c.  iv.  p.  107.)  is  fomewhat  embarraffed  between  the  intereft  of 
a proteftant  and  the  duty  of  an  orthodox  divine.  - • . 
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CHAP,  thefe  criminals,  who  juftly  differed  for  murder 
t and  rebellion11.  The  execution  of  the  Imperial 

edids  was  redded  by  frequent  tumults  in  Condan- 
tinoplc  and  the  provinces:  the  perfon  of  Leo  was 
endangered,  his  officers  were  maffacred,  and  the 
'popular  enthudafm  was  quelled  by  the  dronged 
efforts  of  the  civil  and  military  power.  Of  the 
Archipelago,  or  Holy  Sea,  the  numerous  iflands 
were  filled  with  images  and  monks : their  votai  ies 
abjured,  without  fcruplc,  the  enemy  of  Chrid, 

/ his  mother,  and  the  faints : they  armed  a fleet  of 
boats  and  gallies,  difplayed  their  confecrated  ban- 
ners, and  boldly  deered  for  the  harbour  of  Con- 
jftantinople,  to  place  on  the  throne  a new  favourite 
of  God  and  the  people.  They  depended  on  the 
fuccour  of  a miracle ; but  their  miracles  were 
inefficient  againd  the  Greek  fire-,  and,  after  the 
defeat  and  conflagration  of  their  fleet,  the  naked 
iflands  were  abandoned  to  the  clemency  or  juflice 
of  the  conqueror.  The  fon  of  Leo,  in  the  firfl 
year  of  his  reign,  had  undertaken  an  expedition 
againd  the  Saracens:  during  his  abfence,  the  ca- 
pital, the  palace,  and  the  purple,  were  occupied 
by  his  kinfman  Artavafdes,  the  ambitious  cham- 
pion of  the  orthodox  faith.  The  worfliip  of 
images  was  triumphantly  redored : the  patriarch 
renounced  his  diffimulation,  or  diffembled  his  fen- 
timents;  and  the  righteous  claim  of  the  ufurper 
was  acknowledged,  both  in  the  new,  and  in'an- 

11  The  holy  confefTor  Tbeophanes  approves  the  principle  of  their 
rebellion,  eiWptott  £ri\a  (p.  339.).  Gregory  II.  (in  Epiff.  i.  ad 
Imp.  Leon.  Coneil.  tom.  viii.  p.  661.  664..)  applauds  the  zeal  of  the 
Jiyzaulii.t  wemen  who  killed  the  Imperial  officers. 
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cient,  Rome.  Conftantine  flew  for  refuge  to  his  c H A p. 
paternal  mountains ; but  he  defcended  at  the  head  . 'j 
of  the  bold  and  affe&ionate  Ifaurians;  and  his 
final  victory  confounded  the  arms  and  predidions 
of  the  fanatics.  His  long  reign  was  diftraded 
with  clamour,  fedition,  confpiracy,  and  mutual 
hatred,  and  fanguinary  revenge:  the  perfecution 
of  images  was  the  motive,  or  pretence,  of  his  ad- 
verfaries ; and,  if  they  miffed  a temporal  diadem, 
they  were  rewarded  by  the  Greeks  with  the  crown 
of  martyrdom.  In  every  ad  of  open  and  clan- 
defline  treafon,  the  emperor  felt  the  unforgiving 
enmity  of  the  monks,  the  faithful  (laves  of  the 
fuperftition  to  which  they  owed  their  riches  and 
influence.  They  prayed,  they  preached,  they  ab- 
folved,  they  inflamed,  they  confpired : the  foli- 
tude  of  Paleftine  poured  forth  a torrent  of  in-  ^ 
vedive;  and  the  pen  of  St.  John  Damafcenus**, 
the  laft  of  the  Greek  fathers,  devoted  the  tyrant’s 
head,  both  in  this  world  and  the  next*1.  1 am 


■'  **  John,  or  Manfur,  was  a noble  Chriftian  of  Damafcus,  who 
held  a confiderablt  office  in  the  fcrvice  of  the  caliph.  His  zeal  in  the 
caufe  of  images  expofed  him  tc.  the  refentraent  and  treachery  of  the 
Greek  emperor ; and  on  the  fui'picion  of  a treafonable  correfpond- 
ence,  he  was  deprived  of  his  right  hand,  which  was  miraculouliy  re- 
ftored  by  the  Virgin.  After  this  deliverance,  he  refigned  his  office, 
diftributed  his  wealth,  and  buried  himfelf  in  the  monaftery  of  St. 
Sabas,  between  Jerufalem  and  the  Dead  Sea.  The  legend  is  fa- 
mous j but  his  learned  editor,  father  Lequien,  has  unluckily  proved 
that  St.  John  Damafcenus  was  already  a monk  before  the  Iconoclaft 
difpute  (Opera,  tom.  i.  Vit.  St.  Joan.  Damal'cen.  p.  to — 13.  ctNotas 
ad  loc.).  . . ‘ 1 * 

After  fending  Leo, to  the  devil,  he  introduces  his  heir— * 

To  fua xvTtt  y.viT.y, a,  jtai  tjjs  xaxia;  avra  xAefo»ofM{  it  chjrt* 

(Opera  Damafcen.  tom.  i.  p.  615.).  If  the  authenticity  of 
this  piece  be  fufpicious,  we  are  fure  .that  in  other  works,  no  longer 
extant,  Damafcenus  beftowed  on  Conftantine  the  titles  of  tor  MuayuBt 
Xgiroftapjcr,  fucrxy tot  (tom.  i.  p.  306.). 
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not  at  leifure  to  examine  how  far  the  monks  pro- 
voked, nor  how  much  they  have  exaggerated,  their 
real  and  pretended  fufferings,  nor  how  many  loft 
their  lives  or  limbs,  their  eyes  or  their  beards,  by 
the  cruelty  of  the  emperor.  From  the  chaftife- 
ment  of  individuals,  he  proceeded  to  the  abolition 
of  the  order*  and,  as  it  was  wealthy  and  ufelefs, 
his  refentment  might  be  Simulated  by  avarice  and 
juftified  by  patriotifm.  The  formidable  name  and 
million  of  the  Dragon  **,  his  vifitor- general,  ex- 
cited the  terror  and  abhorrence  of  the  black  na- 
tion : the  religious  communities  were  difiolved * 
the  buildings  were  converted  into  magazines,  or 
barracks*  the  lands,  moveables,  and  cattle,  were 
confifcated  * and  our  modern  precedents  will  fup- 
port  the  charge,  that  much  wanton  or  mali. 
cious  havock  was  exercifed  againft  the  relics,  and 
even  the  books,  of  the  monafteries.  With  the 
habit  and  profelBon  of  monks,  the  public  and 
private  worlhip  of  images  was  rigoroully  pro- 
scribed ; and  it  lhould  feem,  that  a folemn  ab- 
juration of  idolatry  was  exacted  from  the  fub- 
jetfts,  or  at  leaft  from  the  clergy,  of  the  Eaftern 
empire  **. 

The  patient  Eaft  abjured,  with  reluctance,  her 
facred  images*  they  were  fondly  cherilhed,  and 

In  the  narrative  of  this  perfecution  from  Theophanes  and  Ce- 
ctrenns,  Spanheim  (p.  235 — 138.)  is  happy  to  compare  the  Dract  of 
Leo  with  the  dragoons  (Dracona)  of  Louis  XIV. ; and  highly  folaces 
himfelf  with  this  controverfial  pun. 

*5  yap  *®T*  sr<W«*  T r,v  t/o-o  tr,; 

^iia;  avTB,  a;  VTroyeu.-^cu  *ai  e>»v>ai  r«  a0sr«rai  tv 
ivi ■>  tw  <nTTui  uxor ut  (Damafcen.  Op.  tom.  i.  p.  615.).  This 
oath  and  fubfeription  I do  not  remember  to  have  ken  in  any  modern 
compilation. 
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vigoroufly  defended,  by  the  independent  zeal  of  cx**  A.p' 
the  Italians.  In  ecclefiaftical  rank  and  jurifdic-  y — r— 
tion,  the  patriarch  of  Conftantinople  and  the  pope 
of  Rome  were  nearly  equal.  But  the  Greek  pre- 
late was  a domeftic  Have  under  the  eye  of  his 
mafter,  at  whofe  nod  he  alternately  palled  from 
the  convent  to  the  throne,  and  from  the  throne  to 
the  convent.  A diftant  and  dangerous  Ration, 
amidft  the  Barbarians  of  the  Weft,  excited  the 
fpirit  and  freedom  of  the  Latin  bilhops.  Their 
popular  eleition  endeared  them  to  the  Romans : 
the  public  and  private  indigence  was  relieved  by 
their  ample  revenue;  and  the  weaknefs  or  negledt 
of  the  emperors  compelled  them  to  confult,  both 
in  peace  and  war,  the  temporal  fafety  of  the  city. 

In  the  fchool  of  adverfity  the  prieft  infenfibly  im- 
bibed the  virtues  and  the  ambition  of  a prince ; 
the  fame  character  was  aflumed,  the  fame  policy 
was  adopted,  by  the  Italian,  the  Greek,  or  the 
Syrian,  who  afcended  the  chair  of  St.  Peter  ; and, 
after  the  lofs  of  her  legions  and  provinces,  the 
genius  and  fortune  of  the  popes  again  reftored  the 
fupremacy  of  Rome.  It  is  agreed,  that  in  the 
eighth  century  their  dominion  was  founded  on  re- 
bellion, and  that  the  rebellion  was  produced,  and 
juftified,  by  the  herefy  of  the  Iconoclafts ; ■ but 
the  conduit  of  the  fecond  and  third  Gregory,  in 
this  memorable  conteft,  is  varioufly  interpreted  by 
the  wifhes  of  their  friends  and  enemies.  The  By- 
zantine writers  unanimoufly  declare,  that,  after  a 
fruitlefs  admonition,  they  pronounced  the  lepa- 
ration  of  the  Eaft  and  Weft,  and  deprived  the 
facrilegious  tyrant  of  the  revenue  and  fovereignty 
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Cxlr<P’  ^ta^‘  Their  excommunication  is  ftill  more 
^ ' • clearly  exprefTed  by  the  Greeks,  who  beheld  the 

accomplifhment  of  the  papal  triumphs ; and  as 
they  are  more  ftrongly  attached  to  their  religion  » 
than  to  their  country,  they  praife,  inflead  of 
blaming,  the  zeal  and  orthodoxy  of  thefe  apofto- 
lical  men’6.  The  modern  champions  of  Rome 
are  eager  to  accept  the  praife  and  the  precedent : 
this  great  and  glorious  example  of  the  depofition 
of  royal  heretics  is  celebrated  by  the  cardinals  Ba- 
ronius  and  Bellarmine  17  ; and  if  they  are  afked, 
why  the  fame  thunders  were  not  hurled  againft  the 
Neros  and  Julians  of  antiquity  ? they  reply;  that 
the  weaknefs  of  the  primitive  church  was  the  foie 
caufe  of  her  patient  loyalty  ’8.  On  this  occafion, 
the  effefls  of  love  and  hatred  are  the  fame;  and 
> the  zealous  proteftants,  who  feek  to  kindle  the 
indignation,  and  to  alarm  the  fears,  of  princes 

Kai  rr,»  Poifnir  <ro»  naan  lTaX<*  ti « /3*riX(ia{  avw  awsrwtp 
fays  Theophanes  (Chronograph,  p.  343.).  For  this  Gregory  is  ftyled 
by  Cedrenus  airoj-oXoc.-.;  (p.  450.).  Zonaras  fpecifies  the  thunder, 
araQr/ian  cvt'Juea  (tom.  ii.  1.  xv.  p.  104,  105.).  It  may  be  ob- 
fer»ed,  that  the  Greeks  are  apt  to  confound  the  times  and  actions  of 
two  Gregories. 

*7  See  Baronius,  Annal.  Ecclef.  A.  D.  730,  N°  4,  5. 1 dignum 
exemplum  ! Bellarmin,  de  I^omano  Pontifice,  1.  v.  c.  8. : m u ) ctavi t 
eum  parte  imperii.  Sigonius,  de  Regno  Italise,  1.  iii.  Opera,  tom.  ii. 
p.  169.  Yet  fuch  is  the  change  of  Italy,  that  Sigonius  is  correfled 
by  the  editor  of  Milan,  Philippus  Argelatus,  a Bolognefe,  and  fub- 
„ jeft  of  the  pope. 

as  Quod  fi  Chriftiani  olim  non  depofuerunt  Neronem  aut  Julia* 
num,  id  fuit  quia  deerant  vires  temporales  Chriftianis  (honeft  Bel- 
larmine, de  Rom.  Pont.  1.  v.  c.  7.).  Cardinal  Perron  adds  a 
diftinftion  more  honourable  to  the  firft  Chriftians,  but  not  more 
fatisfa&ory  to  modern  princes — the  treafon  of  heretics  and  apoftates, 
who  break  their  oath,  belie  their  coin,  and  renounce  their  allegiance 
to  thrift  and  his  vicar  (Perroniana,  p.  89.). 
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and  magiftrates,  expatiate  on  the  infolence  and  chap. 
treafon  of  the  two  Gregories  again  ft  their  lawful  ■ ^ 'j 

fovereign  19.  They  are  defended  only  by  the  mo- 
derate Catholics,  for  the  moft  part,  of  the  Gal- 
lican  church 30,  who  refpedt  the  faint,  without 
approving  the  fin.  Thefe  common  advocates  of 
the  crown  and  the  mitre  circpmfcribe  the  truth  of 
fails  by  the  rule  of  equity,  fcripture,  and  tradi- 
tion j and  appeal  to  the  evidence  of  the  Latins  3*, 
and  the  lives  31  and  epiftles  of  the  popes  them- 
felves. 


*9  Take,  as  a fpecimen,  the  cautious  Bafnage  (Hid.  de  1'Eglife, 
p.  13JO,  1351.)  and  the  vehement  Spanheim  (Hid.  Imaginuin), 
who,  with  an  hundred  more,  tread  in  the  footfteps  of  the  centuriators 
of  Magdeburgh. 

3°  See  Launoy  (Opera,  tom.  v.  pars  ii.  epid.  vii.  7.  p.  456— 
474.),  Natalis  Alexander  (Hid.  Nov.  Tedamenti,  fecul.  viii.. 
differt.  i.  p.  91 — 96.),  Pagi  (Critics,  tom.  iii.  p.  115,  116.),  and 
Giannone  (iltoria  Civile  di  Napoli,  tom.  i.  p.  3x7— -310.),  a difciple 
of  the  Gallican  fchool.  In  the  field  of  controverfy  I always  pity  the 
moderate  party,  who  Hand  on  the  open  middle  ground  expofed  to  the 
fire  of  both  Tides, 

3*  They  appealed  to  Paul  Warnefrid,  or  Diaconus  (de  Gedis 
Langobard.  1.  vi.  c.  49.  p.  306,  307.  in  Script.  Ital.  Muratori,  tom.  i. 
pars  i.),  and  the  nominal  Analtatius  (de  Vit.  Pont,  in  Muratori, 
tom.  iii.  pars  i.  Gregorius  II.  p.  154.  Gregorius  III.  p.  138.  Za- 
charias,  p.  161.  Stephanus  III.  p.  165.  Paulus,  p.  171.  Ste- 
phanus  IV.  p.  174.  Hadrian  us,  p.179.  Leo  III.  p.  193. ).  Yet 
I may  remark,  that  the  true  Anadalius  (Hid.  Ecclef.  p.  134.  edit, 
lteg.)  and  the  Hidoria  Mifcella  (l.  xxi.  p.  131.  in  tom.  h Script. 
Ital.),  both  of  the  ix!h  century,  tranllate  and  approve  the  Greek  text 
of  Theophanes. 

J1  With  forae  minute  difference,  the  mod  learned  critics,  Lucas 
Holdenius,  Scheledrate,  Ciampini,  Bianchini,  Muratori  (Prolegome- 
na ad  tom.  iii.  pars  i.),  are  agreed  that  the  Liber  Pontificalis  was 
compofed  and  continued  by  the  apodolical  librarians  and  notaries  of 
the  viiith  and  ixth  centuries  ; and  that  the  lad  and  fmalled  part  is  the 
work  of  Anadalius,  whofe  name  it  bears.  The  dyle  is  barbarous, 
the  narrative  partial,  the  details  are  trilling — yet  it  mud  be  read  as  a 
curious  and  authentic  record  of  the  times.  The  epidles  of  the  popes 
are  difperl'ed  in  the  volumes  of  Councils. 
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C h A P.  T wo  original  epiftles,  from  Gregory  the  fecond 
v . to  the  emperor  Leo,  are  Hill  extant 33 ; and  if  they 
Epiities of  cannot  be  praifed  as  the  molt  perfect  models  of 
II.  to  the ' eloquence  and  logic,  they  exhibit  the  portrait,  or 
A.D.™*/.  at  tne  tnafk,  of  the  founder  of  the  papal 

monarchy.  “ During  ten  pure  and  fortunate 
<f  years,”  fays  Gregory  to  the  emperor,  <c  we 
tc  have  tailed  the  annual  comfort  of  your  royal 
“ letters,  fubfcribed  in  purple  ink,  with  your 
<c  own  hand,  the  facred  .pledges  of  your  attach- 
“ ment  to  the  orthodox  creed  of  our  fathers. 
«c  How  deplorable  is  the  change  ! how  tremendous 
<c  the  fcandal ! You  now  accufe  the  Catholics  of 
<c  idolatry ; and,  by  the  accufation,  you  betray 
“ your  own  impiety  and  ignorance.  To  this  ig- 
“ norance  we  are  compelled  to  adapt  the  grofl- 
((  nefs  of  our  ftyle  and  arguments : the  firft 
*c  elements  of  holy  letters  are  Sufficient  for  your 
<c  confufion  ■,  and  were  you  to  enter  a grammar* 
<c  fchool,  and  avow  yourfelf  the  enemy  of  our 
<f  worffiip,  the  fimple  and  pious  children  would 
“ be  provoked  to  call  their  horn- books  at  your 
“ head.”  After  this  decent  lalutation,  the  pope 
attempts  the  ufual  diftinftion  between  the  idols  of 
antiquity  and  the  Chriftian  images.  The  former 
were  the  fanciful  reprefentations  of  phantoms  or 
daemons,  at  a time  when  the  true  God  had  ■ not 
manifefted  his  perfon  in  any  vifible  likenefs.  The 

J?  The  two  epiities  of  Gregory  II.  have  been  preferved  in  the  Aft* 
of  the  Nicene  Council  (tom.  viii.  p.  651—674.).  They  are  without 
a date,  which  is  varioufly  fixed,  by  Baronius  in  the  year  716,  by  Mu- 
ratori  ( Annali  d’ltalia,  tom.  vi.  p.  120.)  in  719,  and  by  Pagi  in  730. 
Such  is  the  force  of  prejudice,  that  fome  Ji  have  praifed  the  good 
fenfe  and  moderation  of  thefe  letters. 

latter 
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latter  are  the  genuine  forms  of  Chrift,  his  mother,  c H A p« 
and  his  faints,  who  had  approved,  by  a crowd  of  . ' / 

miracles,  the  innocence  and  merit  of  this  relative 
worlhip.  He  muft  indeed  have  trufted  to  the  ig- 
norance of  Leo,  fince  he  could  affert  the  perpetual 
ufe  of  images,  from  the  apoftolic  age,  and  their 
venerable  prefence  in  the  fix  fynods  of  the  Ca- 
tholic church.  A more  fpecious  argument  is 
drawn  from  prdent  pofieflion  and  recent  practice : 
the  harmony  of  the  Chriltian  world  luperfedes 
the  demand  of  a general  council;  and  Gregory 
frankly  confeffes,  that  fuch  aflemblies  can  only  be 
ufeful  under  the  reign  of  an  orthodox  prince. 

To  the  impudent  and  inhuman  Leo,  more  guilty 
than  an  heretic,  he  recommends  peace,  filerice, 
and  implicit  obedience  to  his  fpiritual  guides  of 
Conftantinople  and  Rome.  The  limits  of  civil 
and  ecclefiaftical  powers  are  defined  by  the  pontiff. 

To  the  former  he  appropriates  the  body  ; to  the 
latter,  the  foul:  the  fword  of  juftice  is  in  the  . , 
hands  of  the  magiftrate:  the  more  formidable 
weapon  of  excommunication  is  entrufted  to  the 
clergy;  and  in  the  exercife  of  their  divine  com- 
miffion,  a zealous  fon  will  not  fpare  his  offending 
father : the  fucceffor  of  St.  Peter  may  lawfully 
chaftife  the  kings  of  the  earth.  “ You  alfault 
««  us,  O tyrant ! with  a carnal  and  military  hand  \ 

<e  unarmed  and  naked,  we  can  only  implore  the 
Chrift,  the  prince  of  the  heavenly  hoft,  that 
**  he  will  fend  unto  you  a devil,  for  the  deftruc- 
te  tion  of  your  -body  and  the  falvation  of  your 
« foul.  You  declare,  with  foolifh  arrogance,  I 
« will  difpatch  my  orders  to  Rome : I will  break 
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C^lixP’  “ ’n  P*eces  image  °f  St.  Peter  ; and  Gregory, 

> v—j  “ like  his  predeceffor  Martin,  ftiall  be  tranfported 

“ in  chains,  and  in  exile,  to  the  foot  of  the  Im- 
“ perial  throne.  Would  to  God,  that  I might 
ts  be  permitted  to  tread  in  the  footfteps  of  the 
<c  holy  Martin  ; but  may  the  fate  of  Conftans 
“ ferve  as  a warning  to  the  perfecutors  of  the 
‘f  church.  After  his  juft  condemnation  by  the 
*f  bilhops  of  Sicily,  the  tyrant  was  cut  off,  in 
“ the  fulnefs  of  his  fins,  by  a domeftic  fervant: 

“ the  faint  is  ftill  adored  by  the  nations  of  Scythia, 

“ among  whom  he  ended  his  banifhment  and  his 
tc  life.  But  it  is  our  duty  to  live  for  the  edifica- 
“ tion  and  fupport  of  the  faithful  people;  nor 
. “ are  we  reduced  to  rifk  our  fafety  on  the  event 
' *c  of  a combat.  Incapable  as  you  are  of  de- 
<f  fending  your  Roman  fubjects,  the  maritime 
*c  fituation  of  the  city  may  perhaps  expofe  it  to 
“ your  depredation ; but  we  can  remove  to  the 
“ diftance  of  four-and-twenty  fiadia  u,  to  the  firft 

“ fortrefs  of  the  Lombards,  and  then you 

*5  may  purfue  the  winds.  Are  you  ignorant  that 
“ the  popes  are  the  bond  of  union,  the  mediators 
“ of  peace,  between  the  Eaft  and  Weft?  The 
*c  eyes  of  the  nations  are  fixed  on  our  humility; 

3+  EiKQo-i-riovae*  ivir,yu(r/Jii  i Pui/xif  »(  Tr, 

yayxi  Tnc  Kxfnrairti;,  xui  Cnay:  t«c  ur.fua  (Epift.  i.  p.  664..). 

v This  proximity  of  the  Lombards  is  hard  of  digeftion.  Camiiio  Pel- 
legrini (diflert.  iv.  de  Dncatii  Benevenii,  in  the  Script.  Ital.  tom.  vs 
p.  172,  173.)  forcibly  reckons  the  xxiv!h  ftadia,  not  from  Rome,  but 
from  the  limits  of  the  Roman  dutchy,  to  the  firft  fortrefs,  perhaps 
Sora,  of  the  Lombards.  I rather  believe  that  Gregory,  with  the  pe- 
dantry of  the  age,  employs  fiadia  for  miles,  without  much  inquiiy  into 
the  genuine  meafure. 

**  and 
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**  and  they  revere,  as  a God  upon  earth,  the  C3^£CP* 
“ apoftle  St.  Peter,  whofe  image  you  threaten  to  ■_ , -t— ' ? 
(t  deftroy  The  remote  and  interior  kingdoms 
,c  of  the  Weft  prefent  their  homage  to  Chrift  and 
“ his  vicegerent;  and  we  now  prepare  to  vifit 
“ one  of  their  moft  powerful  monarchs,  who  de- 
“ fires  to  receive  from  our  hands  the  facrament  of 
<c  baptifm36.  The  Barbarians  have  fubmitted  to 
<f  the  yoke  of  the  gofpel,  while  you  alone  are 
“ deaf  to  the  voice  of  the  Shepherd.  . Thde 
t(  pious  Barbarians  are  kindled  into  rage:  they 
“ thirft  to  avenge  the  perfecution  of  the  Eaft. 

<c  Abandon  your  rafii  and  fatal  enterprife  j refleft, 

“ tremble,  and  repent.  If  you  perfift,  we  are 
,f  innocent  of  the  blood  that  will  be  fpilt  in  the 
<f  conteft ; may  it  fall  on  your  own  head.” 

. The  firft  affault  of  Leo  againft  the  images  of  Revolt  of 
Conftantinople  had  been  witnefied  by  a crowd  of  a'd!  7it, 
Strangers  from  Italy  and  the  Weft,  who  related  &c* 
with  grief  and  indignation  the  facrilege  of  the 
emperor.  But  on  the  reception  of  his  profcrip- 
tive  edift,  they  trembled  for  their  domeftic  deities; 
the  images  of  Chrift  and  the  Virgin,  of  the  angels, 
martyrs,  and  faints;  .*  were  abolifhed  in  all  the 
churches  of  Italy ; and  a ftrong  alternative  was 
. ’ v * . • . 

JS  'Ot  at  ttoutx i Quathuxt  Ti);  ivttu;  Qior  eviytt't 

. iP  A to  rm  £<7tuT£f«  duTttu;  ra  XtyofctuB  StTTtra  (p.  665.).  The 
pope  appears  to  have  impofed  on  the  ignorance  of  the  Greeks : he 
lived  and  died  in  the  Lateran  ; and  in  his  time  all  the  kingdoms  of 
the  Welt  had  embraced  Cliriftianity.  May  not  this  unknown  Septctui 
have  fome  referente  to  the  chief  of  the  Saxon  Heptarchy,  to  Ina  king  of 
WeiTex,  who,  in  the  pontificate  of  Gregory  the  fecond,  vifited  Rome, 
for  the  purpofe,  not  of  baptifm,  but  of  pilgrimagi  (Pagi,  A.  D.  689, 

N°  z.  A.  D.  7*6,  N°  15-)  ? 
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chap,  propofed  to  the  Roman  pontiff,  the  royal  favour 
, XL'X' ' 23  the  price  of  his  compliance,  degradation  and’ 
, exile  as  the  penalty  of  his  difobedience.  Neither 
zeal  nor  policy  allowed  him  to  hefitate ; and  the 
haughty  ftrain  in  which  Gregory  addreffed  the 
emperor  difplays  his  confidence  in  the  truth  of 
his  dodlrine  or  the  powers  of  refiltance.  Without 
depending  on  prayers  or  miracles,  he  boldly  armed 
againft  the  public  enemy,  and  his  pafloral  letters 
admonifhed  the  Italians  of  their  danger  and  their 
duty37.  At  this  fignal,  Ravenna,  Venice,  and  the 
cities  of  the  Exarchate  and  Pentapolis,  adhered  to 
the  caufe  of  religion ; their  military  force  by  fe* 
and  land  confided,  for  the  moll  part,  of  the  na- 
tives ; and  the  fpirit  of  patriotifm  and  zeal  was 
transfufed  into  the  mercenary  ftrangers.  The  Ita- 
lians fwore  to  live  and  die  in  the  defence  of  the 
pope  and  the  holy  images ; the  Roman  people 
was  devoted  to  their  father,  and  even  the  Lom- 
bards were  ambitious  to  fhare  the  merit  and  ad- 
vantage of  this  holy  war.  The  mod  treafonable 
a£t,,  but  the  mod  obvious  revenge,  was  the  de- 
ftruftion  of  the  ftatues  of  Leo  himfelf:  the  mod 
effectual  and  pleafing  meafure  of  rebellion,  was 
the  with-holding  the  tribute  of  Italy,*  and  de- 
priving him  of  a power  Which  he  had  recently 

37  I /hall  tranfcribe  the  important  and  decifive  paflage  of  the  Liber 
Pontificalia.  Rel'piciens  ergo  pius  vir  profanatn  principis  juflionem, 
jam  contra  Imperatorem  quail  contra  boflem  fe  armavit,  renuens  hi- 
re fun  ejus,  fcribcns  ubiqtie  fe  cavere  Chriltianos  eo  quod  orta  fuiflet, 
1 impietas  talis.  Igitur  permoti  omncs  Pentapolcnfes,  atque  Vene- 
tiarum  cxercitus  contra  Imperatoris  juflionem  reflherunt : dicentesfe 
nunquam  in  ejufdem  pontificis  condefcendere  ngcero,  fed  pro  ejus 
inagii  defenfione  virilitcr  decertare  (p.  156.). 
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abufed  by  the  impofition  of  a new  capitation ,s.  c J*  ^ P, 
A form  of  adminiftration  was  preferved  by  the  u— y— j 
eledtion  of  magillrates  and  governors ; and  fo 
high  was  the  public  indignation,  that  the  Italians 
were  prepared  to  create  an  orthodox  emperor,  and 
to  condudl  him  with  a fleet  and  army  to  the  pa- 
lace of  Conftantinople.  In  that  palace,  the  Ro- 
man bilhops,  the  fecond  and  third  Gregory,  were 
condemned  as  the  authors  of  the  revolt,  and  every 
attempt  was  made  either  by  fraud  or  force  to  feize 
their  perfons,  and  to  ftrike  at  their  lives.  The 
city  was  repeatedly  vifited  or  aflaulted  by  captains 
of  the  guards,  and  dukes  and  exarchs  of  high 
dignity  or  fecret  trull;  they  landed  with  foreign 
troops,  they  obtained  fome  domeftic  aid,  and  the 
fuperftition  of  Naples  may  blufh  that  her  fathers 
were  attached  to  the  caufe  of  herefy.  But  thefe 
clandeftine  or  open  attacks  were  repelled  by  the 
courage  and  vigilance  of  the  Romans ; the 
Greeks  were  overthrown  and  maflacred,  their 
leaders  fuffered  an  ignominious  death,  and  the 
popes,  however  inclined  to  mercy,  refufed  to  in- 
tercede for  thefe  guilty  vidtims.  At  Ravenna391, 


3*  A ettfus,  or  capitation,  fays  Anaftafius  (p.  156.);  a moft  cruel 
tax,  unknown  to  the  Saracens  themfelves,  exclaims  the  zealous 
Maimbourg  (Hift.  ties  Iconoclaftes,  1.  i.),  and  Theophanes  (p.  j4+.)» 
who  talks  of  Pharaoh’s  numbering  the  male  children  of  Ifrael.  This 
mode  of  taxation  was  familiar  to  the  Saracens  ; and,  moft  unluckily 
for  the  hillorian,  it  was  impofed  a few  years  afterwards  in  France  by 
his  patron  Lewis  XIV. 

39  See  the  Liber  Pontificalis  of  Agnellus  (in  the  Scriptores  Rerum 
Italicarum  of  Muratori,  tom.  ii.  pars  i.),  whole  deeper  Ihade  of  Bar- 
barifm  marks  the  difference  between  Rome  and  Ravenna.  Yet  we 
are  indebted  to  him  for  fome  curious  and  domeftic  fafts — the  quarters 
and  faftions  of  Ravenna  (p.  15+.),  the  revenge  of  Juftinian  II. 
Q>.  160,161.),  the  defpat  of  the  Greeks  (p.  170,171.),  &c. 
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chap,  the  feveral  quarters  of  the  city  had  long  exercifed 
XI. ix.  ^ a bloody  and  hereditary  feud ; in  religious  con- 
troverfy  they  found  a new  aliment  of  fadtion : but 
the  votaries  of  images  were  fuperior  in  nui.nbers 
or  fpirit,  and  the  exarch,  who  attempted  to  ftem 
the  torrent,  loft  his  life  in  a popular  ledition. 
To  punifh  this  flagitious  deed,  and  reftore  his 
dominion  in  Italy,  the  emperor  fent  a fleet  and 
army  into  the  Adriatic  gulf.  After  fuftering  from 
the  winds  and  waves  much  lofs  and  delay,  the 
' Greeks  made  their  defcent  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Ravenna:  they  threatened  to  depopulate  the 
guilty  capital,  and  to  imitate,  perhaps  to  furpafs, 
the  example  of  Juftinian  the  fecond,  who  had 
chaftifed  a former  rebellion  by  the  choice  and 
execution  of  fifty  of  the  principal  inhabitants. 
The  women  and  clergy,  in  fackcloth  and  allies, 
lay  proftrate  in  prayer ; the  men  were  in  arms  for 
- the  defence  of  their  country  ; the  common  danger 
had  united  the  fadtions,  and  the  event  of  a battle 
was  preferred  to  the  flow  miferies  of  a fiege.  In 
a hard-fought  day,  as  the  two  armies  alternately 
yielded  and  advanced,  a phantom  was  feen,  a 
voice  was  heard,  and  Ravenna  was  victorious  by 
the  aflurance  of  vidtory.  The  ftrangers  retreated 
to  their  fliips,  but  the  populous  fea-coaft  poured 
forth  a multitude  of  boats ; the  waters  'of  'the  Po 
were  fo  deeply  infedted  with  blood,  that  during  fix 
years,  the  public  prejudice  abftained  from  the  fifh 
of  the  river;  and, the  inftitution  of  an  annual  feaft 
perpetuated  the  worfliip  of  images,  and  the  ab- 
horrence of  the  Greek  tyrant.  Amidft  the  triumph 
of  the  Catholic  arms,  the  Roman  pontiff  con- 
vened 

* — i. 
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vened  a fynod  of  ninety-three  biflhops  againft  the  at*. 
herefy  of  the  Iconoclafts.  With  their  confent,  he 
pronounced  a general  excommunication  againft  all 
who  by  word  or  deed  fhould  attack  the  tradition 
of  the  fathers  and  the  images  of  the  faints:  in 
this  fentence  the  emperor  was  tacitly  involved  4% 
but  the  vote  of  a laft  and  hopelefs  remonftrance 
may  feem  to  imply  that  the  anathema  was  yet 
fufpended  over  his  guilty  head.  No  fooner  had 
they  confirmed  their  own  fafety,  the  wcrlhip  of 
images,  and  the  freedom  of  Rome  and  Italy, 
than  the  popes  appear  to  have  relaxed  of  their  fe- 
verity,  and  to  have  fpared  the  relics  of  the  By- 
zantine dominion.  Their  moderate  counfels  de- 
layed and  prevented  the  election  of  a new 
emperor,  and  they  exhorted  the  Italians  not  to 
feparate  from  the  body  of  the  Roman  monarchy. 

The  exarch  was  permitted  to  refide  within  the 
walls  of  Ravenna,  a captive  rather  than  a mafter ; 
and  till  the  Imperial  coronation  of  Charlemagne, 
the  government  of  Rome  and  Italy  was  exercifed 
in  the  name  of  the  fucceffors  of  Conftantine  4‘. 

4°  Yet  Leo  was  undoubtedly  comprifed  in  the  fi  quis  ....  ima- 
ginum  facrarum  ....  dcftruftor  ....  extiterit  fit  extorris  a corpore 
D.  N.  Jefu  Chrifti  vel  totius  eccleli*  imitate.  The  canonifts  may 
decide  whether  the  guilt  or  the  name  conftitutes  the  excommunication  j 
and  the  deeilion  is  of  the  laft  importance  to  their  fafety,  fince,  ac- 
cording to  the  oracle  (Gratian  Cauf.  xxiii.  q.  5.  c.  47.  apud  Span- 
heim,  Hift.  Imag.  p.  11*.),  homicidas  non  e(fe  qui  excommunicato* 
trucidant. 

4«  Compefcuit  tale  confilium  Pontifex,  fperans  converfionem  prin- 
cipis  (Anaftaf,  p.  156.).  Sed  ne  defifterent  ab  amore  et  fide  R.  J.  1 
admonebat  (p.  157.).  The  popes  ftyle  Leo  and  Conftantine  Copro- 
nymus,  Imperatores  ct  Domini,  with  the  ftrange  epithet  of  Piijfmi.  A. 
famous  Moraic  of  the  Lateran  (A.  D.  798)  represents  Chrift,  who 
delivers  the  keys  to  St.  Peter  and  the  banner  to  Conftantine  V . (Mu- 
ratori,  Annali  d ltalia,  tom.  vi.  p.  337-)-  ' 
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c H A P.  The  liberty  of  Rome,  which  had  been  oppreffed 
xux.^  ^ arms  and  arts  0f  Auguftus,  was  refcued. 
Republic  afcer  feven  hundred  and  fifty  years  of  fervitude, 
° 1 m from  the  perfecution  of  Leo  the  Ifaurian.  By  the 
Crefars,  the  triumphs  of  the  confuls  had  been  an- 
nihilated : in  the  decline  and  fail  of  the  empire, 
the  god  Terminus,  the  facred  boundary,  had  infen- 
fibly  receded  from  the  ocean,  the  Rhine,  the  Danube* 
and  the  Euphrates  ; and  Rome  was  reduced  to  her 
ancient  territory  from  Viterbo  to  Terracina,  and 
from  Narni  to  the  mouth  of  the  Tyber  4\  When 
the  kings  were  ban i (lied,  the  republic  rcpofed  on 
the  firm  bafis  which  had  been  founded  by  their 
■wifdom  and  virtue.  Their  perpetual  jurifdi&ion 
was  divided  between  two  annual  magiftrates : the 
fcnate  continued  to  exercife  the  powers  of  admi- 
niftration  and  counfel;  and  the  legiflative  authority 
was  difiributcd  in  the  aftemblies  of  the  people,  by 
a well-proportioned  fcale  of  property  and  lervice. 
Ignorant  of  the  arts  of  luxury,  the  primitive  Ro- 
mans had  improved  the  fcience  of  government 
and  war  : the  will  of  the  community  was  abfolute: 
the  rights  of  individuals  were  facred  : one  hundred 
and  thirty  thoufand  citizens  were  armed  for  defence 
or  conquefi: ; and  a band  of  robbers  and  outlaws 
was  moulded  into  a nation,  deferving  of  freedom 
and  ambitious  of  glory  *3.  When  the  fovereignty 
, ■ of 

41  I have  traced  the  Roman  dutchy  according  to  the  maps,  and 
the  maps  according  to  the  excellent  diflertation,  of  father  Beretti  (de 
Choro^raphia  ltaiix  Medii  JEv\,  feif.  xx.  p.  116—131.).  Yet  I 
mult  nicely  obferve,  that  Viterbo  is  of  Lombard  foundation 
(p.  lit.),  and  that  Terracina  was  ufurped  by  the  Greeks. 

4!  On  the  extent,  population,  &c.  of  the  Roman  kingdom,  the 
reader  may  perufe,  with  plea! arc,  the  Dijcaurt  rrtiiminairt  to  the  Re- 
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of  the  Greek  emperors  was  extinguiflied,  the  ruins  c H A P. 
of  Rome  prefented  the  fad  image  of  depopulation  . " ' ' j 

and  decay  : her  flavery  was  an  habit,  her  liberty  an 
accident ; the  effed  of  fuperftition,  and  the  objed  of 
her  own  amazement  and  terror.  The  laft  veftige  of 
the  fubftancc,  or  even  the  forms,  of  the  conftitution, 
was  obliterated  from  the  pradice  and  memory  of 
the  Romans ; and  they  were  devoid  of  knowledge, 
or  virtue,  again  to  build  the  fabric  of  a common- 
wealth. Their  fcanty  remnant,  the  offspring  of 
flaves  and  ftrangers,  was  defpicable  in  the  eyes 
of  the  vidorious  Barbarians.  As  often  as  the 
Franks  or  Lombards  expreficd  their  moft  bitter 
contempt  of  a foe,  they  called  him  a Roman ; 

“ and  in  this  name,”  fays  the  bifhop  Liutprand, 
u we  include  whatever  is  bafe,  whatever  is  coward- 
“ ly,  whatever  is  perfidious,  the  extremes  of  avarice 
K and  luxury,  and  every  vice  that  can  proftitute 
w the  dignity  of  human  nature44.”  By  the  necef- 
fity  of  their  fituation,  the  inhabitants  of  Rome  were 
call  into  the  rough  model  of  a republican  govern- 
ment: they  were  compelled  to  eled  fome  judges 
in  peace,  and  fome  leaders  in  war:  the  nobles 
aflembled  to  deliberate,  and  their  refolves  could 


publique  Romaine  of  M.  de  Beaufort  (tom.  i.),  who  will  not  be 
acculed  of  too  much  credulity  for  the  early  ages  of  Rome. 

44  Quos  (Romanis)  nos,  Longobaidi  fcilicet,  Saxones,  Franci, 
Lotharingi,  Bajoarii,  Suevi,  Burgundiones,  tanto  dedignamur  ut 
inimicos  noftros  commoti,  nil  aliud  contumeliarum  nili  Romans, 
dicamus:  hoc  folo,  id  eft  Romanorum  nomine,  quicquid  ignobilitatis, 
quicquid  timiditatis,  quicquid  avaiitise,  quicquid  hixuriar,  quicquid 
mendacii,  inmo  quicquid  viiiorum  clt  comprehendentes  (Liutprand, 
in  I.egat.  Script.  Ital.  tom.  ii.  pars  i.  p.  481. )•  For  the  fins  of  Cato  ' ’ 
or  T ully,  Minos  might  have  impofed,  as  a fit  penance,  the  daily 
perufal  of  this  barbarous  paffage, 

not 
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CxlixP*  no^  executet^  without  the  union  and  conient 
v -t  of  the  multitude.  The  ftyle  of  the  Roman  fenate  and 
people  was  revived  4%  but  the  fpirit  was  fled  j and 
their  new  independence  was  difgraced  by  the  tumul- 
tuous conflict  of  licentioufnefs  and  oppreflion.  The 
want  of  laws  could  only  be  fupplied  by  the  in- 
fluence of  religion,  and  their  foreign  and  domeftic 
counfels  were  moderated  by  the  authority  of  the 
bifhop.  His  alms,  his  fermons,  his  correfpondence 
with  the  kings  and  prelates  of  the  Weft,  his  recent 
fervices,  their  gratitude,  and  oath,  accuftomed  the 
Romans  to  confider  him  as  the  firft  magiftrate  or 
prince  of  the  city.  The  Chriftian  humility  of  the. 
popes  was  not  offended  by  the  name  of  DominuSy 
or  Lord ; and  their,  face  and  infcription  are  ftill 
apparent  on  the-moft  ancient  coins  *6.  Their  tem- 
poral dominion  is  now  confirmed  by  the  reverence 
of  a thoufand  years ; and  their  nobleft  title  is  the 
free  choice  of  a people,  whom,  they  had  redeemed 
from  flavery. 

Rome  at-  In  the  quarrels  of  ancient  Greece,  the  holy  peo- 
AekLom-y  Ple  of  Elis  cnj°yed  a perpetual  peace,  under  the 
bards,  prote&ion  of  Jupiter,  and  in  the  exercife  of  the 

A.  Dt 
730-75** 

45  Pipino  regi  Francerum,  omnis  fenatus,  atque  univerfa  populi 
generalitas  a Deo  fervatse  Romans  urbia.  Codex  Caroiin.  epift.  j6. 
in  Script.  Ital.  tom.  iii.  pars  ii.  p.  160.  The  names  of  fenatus  and 
fenator  were  never  totally  extina  (DifTert.  Chorograph.  p.  nfi, 
*>?•)>  but  in  the  middle  ages  they  fignified  little  more  than  nobile* 
eptimates,  &c.  (Ducange,  GlolT.  Latin.). 

See  Muratori,  Antiquit.  Itali®  Medii  JEvi,  tom.  ii.  diflertat. 
xxrii.  p.  54-8.  On  one  of  thefe  coins  we  read  Hadrianus  Papa 
(A.  D.  772) ; on  the  reverfe,  Via.  DDNN.  with  the  word  CONOB, 
which  the  Pere  Joubert  (Science  des  Medailles,  torn.  ii.  p.  42.)  ex- 
plains bv  C'CMtantinopoli  Officina  B (f«unda). 

Olympic 


Digitized  by  Google 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE. 


'*+5 

Olympic  games47.  Happy  would  it  have  been  c^^-p* 

for  the  Romans,  if  a fimilar  privilege  had  guarded  > > 

the  patrimony  of  St.  Peter  from  the  calamities  of 
warj  if  the  Chriftians,  who  vifited  the  holy  thres- 
hold, would  have  Iheathed  their  fwords  in  the 
prefence  of  the  apoftle  and  his  fuccefior.  But  this 
myftic  circle  could  have  been  traced  only  by  the 
wand  of  a legiflator  and  a lage : this  pacific  fyftem 
was  incompatible  with  the  zeal  and  ambition  of  the 
popes : their  Romans  were  not  addicted,  like  the 
inhabitants  of  Elis,  to  the  innocent  and  placid  la- 
bours of  agriculture  ; and  the  Barbarians  of  Italy, 

. though  foftened  by  the  climate,  were  far  below  the 
Grecian  ftates  in  the  inftitutions  of  public  and 
private  life.  A memorable  example  of  repentance 
and  piety  was  exhibited  by  Liutprand  king  of 
the  Lombards.  In  arms,  at  the  gate  of  the  Vatican, 
the  conqueror  liftened  to  the  voice  of  Gregory 
the  fecond48,  withdrew  his  troops,  refigned  his 
conquefts,  refpeflfully  vifited  the  church  of  St. 

Peter,  and,  after  performing  his  devotions,  offered 
his  fword  and  dagger,  his  cuirafs  and  mantle,  his 
filver  crofs  and  his  crown  of  gold,  on  the  tomb 
of  the  apoftle.  But  this  religious  fervour  was  the 
illufion,  perhaps  the  artifice,  of  the  moment;  the 
fenfe  of  intereft  is  ftrong  and  lafting  ; the  love  of 
arms  and  rapine  was  congenial  to  the  Lombards  ; 

+7  See  Weft’s  Diflertation  on  the  Olympic  Games  (Pindar,  vol.  it. 
p.  ;a — 36.  edition  in  iamo),  and  the  judicious  reflections  of  Polybius 
(tom.  i.  1.  iv.  p.  4.66.  edit.  Gronov.). 

+3  The  fpeech  of  Gregory  to  the  Lombard  is  finely  compofetl  by 
Sigonius  (de  Regno  Italia-,  1.  ii'r.  Opera,  tom.  ii.  p.  173.),  who' imi- 
tates the  licenfe  and  the  fpirit  of  Salluft  or  Livy. 
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and  both  the  prince  and  people  were  irrefiftibly 
■ ■ tempted  by  the  diforders  of  Itjaly,  the  nakednefs 

of  Rome,  and  the  unwarlike  profefllon  of  her  new 
chief.  On  the  firft  edicts  of  the  emperor,  they  de- 
clared themfelves  the  champions  of  the  holy  images: 
Liutprand  invaded  the  province  of  Romagna,  which 
had  already  aflumed  that  diftinftive  appellation ; 
the  Catholics  of  the  Exarchate  yielded  without  re- 
luctance to  his  civil  and  military  power ; and  a 
foreign  enemy  was  introduced  for  the  firft  time 
into  the  impregnable  fortrefs  of  Ravenna.  That 
city  and  fortrefs  were  fpeedily  recovered  by  the 
active  diligence  and  maritime  forces  of  the  Vene-* 
tians ; and  thofe  faithful  fubjedts  obeyed  the  exhort- 
ation of  Gregory  himfelf,  in  feparating  the  perfonal 
guilt  of  Leo  from  the  general  caufe  of  the  Roman 
empire49.  The  Greeks  were  lefs  mindful  of  the 
fervice,  than  the  Lombards  of  the  injury : the  two 
nations,  hoftile  in  their  faith,  were  reconciled  in  a 
dangerous  and  unnatural  alliance;  the  king  and 
the  exarch  marched  to  the  conqueft  of  Spoleto 
and  Rome:  the  florm  evaporated  without  effedb, 
but  the  policy  of  Liutprand  alarmed  Italy  with  a 
vexatious  alternative  of  hoftility  and  truce.  Elis 
fuccefior  Aftolphus  declared  himfelf  the  equal 
enemy  of  the  emperor  and  the  pope : Ravenna 


49  The  Venetian  hiftorians,  John  Sagominus  (Chron.  Venet. 
p.  13.)  and  the  doge  Andrew  DandoJo  (Scriptores  Rer.  Ital.  totti. 
xii.  p.  135.),  have  preferved  this  e.pitlle  of  Gregory.  The  lofs  and 
recovery  of  Ravenna  are  mentioned  by  Pauius  Diaeonus  (de  Gelf. 
Langobard.  1.  vi.  c.  49.  54.  in  Script.  Ital.  tom,i.  pars  i.  p.  506, 
jo8.)  ; but  our  chronologies,  Pagi,  Mura  tori,  Src.  cannot  al'certain  ( 
tire  date  or  circurolfcanccs. 

- was 


Digitized  by  Google 


. - OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE.  14; 

was  fubdued  by  force  or  treachery50,  and  this  final  C^A  P. 

conqueft  extinguifhed  the  feries  of  the  exarchs, 

who  had  rejgned  with  a fubordinate  power  fincc 

the  time  of  Juftinian  and  the  ruin  of  the  Gothic 

kingdom.  Rome  was  fummoned  to  acknowledge 

the  victorious  Lombard  as  her  lawful  fovereign ; 

the  annual  tribute  of  a piece  of  gold  was  fixed  as 

the  ranfom  of  each  citizen,  and  the  fword  of  de- 

ftruCtion  was  unflieathed  to  exaCt  the  penalty  of 

her  difobedience.  The  Romans  hefitated ; they 

entreated;  they  complained ; and  the  threatening 

Barbarians  were  checked  by  arms  and  negotiations, 

till  the  popes  had  engaged  the  friendlhip  of  an  ally 

and  avenger  beyond  the  Alps  *\ 

In  his  diftrefs,  the  firft  Gregory  had  implored  Her  deli- 
the  aid  of  the  hero  of  the  age,  of  Charles  Martel,  pc”"“  by 
who  governed  the  French  monarchy  with  the  hum-  A.D.75+. 
ble  title  of  mayor  or  duke ; and  who,  by  his  fignal 
victory  over  the  Saracens,  had  faved  his  country, 
and  perhaps  Europe,  from  the  Mahometan  yoke. 

The  ambafiadors  of  the  pope  were  received  by 
Charles  with  decent  reverence ; but  the  greatnefs 
of  his  occupations,  and  the  Ihortnefs  of  his  life, 
prevented  his  interference  in  the  affairs  of  Italy, 
except  by  a friendly  and  ineffectual  mediation. 

His  fon  Pepin,  the  heir  of  his  power  and  virtues, 

1°  The  option  will  depend  on  the  various  readings  of  the  MSS.  of 
Anaftafius— • dcctpcrat,  or  dtcerpjerat  (Script.  Ital.  tom.  iii.  pars  i. 
p.  167.). 

S'  The  Codex  Carolinus  is  a colleftion  of  the  Epiftles  of  the  Pope* 
to  Charles  Martel  (whom  they  ilyle  Sniirgului),  Pepin,  and  Charl«- 
magne,  as  far  as  the  year  791,  when  it  was  formed  by  the  laft  of  thefe 
princes.  His  original  and  authentic  MS.  (Bibliothecae  Cubicularis) 
is  now  in  the  Imperial  library  of  Vienna,  and  has  been  publifhed  by 
Lambecius  and  Murawri  ('Script.  Rcrum  Ital.  tom.  iii.  pars  ii. 
p.  75,  &c.). 
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chap.  affumed  the  office  of  champion  of  the  Roman 

i- ' church  ; and  the  zeal  of  the  French  prince  appears 
to  have  been  prompted  by  the  love  of  glory  and 
religion.  But  the  danger  was  on  the  banks  of  the 
Tyber,  the  fuccour  on  thole  of  the  Seine;  and  our 
fympathy  is  cold  to  the  relation  of  diftant  mifery. 
Amidft  the  tears  of  the  city,  Stephen  the  third  em- 
braced the  generous  refolution  of  vifiting  in  perfon 
the  courts  of  Lombardy  and  France,  to  deprecate 
the  injuftice  of  his  enemy,  or  to  excite  the  pity  and 
indignation  of  his  friend.  After  foothing  the  pub- 
lic defpair  by  litanies  and  orations,  he  undertook 
this  laborious  journey  with  the  ambaffadors  of  the 
French  monarch  and  the  Greek  emperor.  The 
king  of  the  Lombards  was  inexorable;  but  his 
threats  could  not  filence  the  complaints,  nor  retard 
the  fpeed,  of  the  Roman  pontiff,  who  traverfed  the 
Pennine  Alps,  repofed  in  the  abbey  of  St.  Maurice, 
and  haftened  to  grafp  the  right-hand  of  his  pro- 
testor; a hand  which  was  never  lifted  in  vain, 
either  in  war  or  friendfhip.  Stephen  was  enter- 
tained as  the  vifible  fucceffor  of  the  apoftle  ; at  the 
next  affembly,  the  field  of  March  or  of  May,  his  in- 
juries were  expofed  to  a devout  and  warlike  nation, 
and  he  repaffed  the  Alps,  not  as  a fuppliant, 
but  as  a conqueror,  at  the  head  of  a French 
army,  which  w-as  led  by  the  king  in  perfon.  The 
Lombards,  after  a weak  refiftance,  obtained  an 
ignominious  peace,  and  fwore  to  reftore  the  ' 
poffeffions,  and  to  refpeSt  the  fanftity,  of  the  Ro- 
man church.  But  no  foonerwas  Aftolphus  deliver- 
ed from  the  prefence  of  the  French  arms,  than  he 
forgot  his  promile  and  refe.nted  his  difgrace. 
Rome  was  again  encompaffcd  by  his  arms  ; and 
7 Stephen, 
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Stephen,  apprehenfive  of  fatiguing  the  zeal  of  his 
Tranfalpine  allies,  enforced  his  complaint  and  re-  > _ - j 
qued,  by  an  eloquent  letter  in  the  name  and  per- 
fon  of  St.  Peter  himfelf51.  The  apodle  afiures  . 
his  adoptive  fons,  the  king,  tfie  clergy,  and  the 
nobles  of  France,  that  dead  in  the  flefh,  he  is  dill 
alive  in  the  fpirit ; that  they  now  hear,  and  mud 
obey,  the  voice  of  the  founder  and  guardian  of  the 
Roman  church : that  the  Virgin,  the  angels,  the 
faints,  and  the  martyrs,  and  all  the  hod  of  heaven, 
unanimoufly  urge  the  requed,  and  will  confefs  the 
obligation ; that  riches,  victory,  and  paradife, 
will  crown  their  pious  enterprife,  and  that  eternal 
damnation  will  be  the  penalty  of  their  negledt,  if 
they  fuffer  his  tomb,  his  temple,  and  his  people,  > 
to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  perfidious  Lombards. 

The  fecond  expedition  of  Pepin  was  not  lefs  rapid 
and  fortunate  than  the  firft:  St.  Peter  was  fatisfied, 

Rome  was  again  faved,  and  Adolphus  was  taught 
the  ledons  of  judice  and  fincerity  by  the  fcourge 
of  a foreign  mader.  After  this  double  chadife- 
ment,  the  Lombards  languifhed  about  twenty 
years  in  a date  of  languor  and  decay.  But  their 
minds  were  not  yet  humbled  to  their  condition ; 
and  indead  of  affecting  the  pacific  virtues  of  the 
feeble,  they  peevidily  haraded  the  Romans  with 
a repetition  of  claims,  evafions,  and  inroads,  which 
they  undertook  without  reflection  and  terminated 
without  glory.  On  either  fide,  their  expiring 

Sl  See  this  moft  extraordinary  letter  in  the  Codex  Carolinus, 
epitf.  iii.  p.  91.  The  enemies  of  the  popes  have  charged  them  with 
fraud  and  blafphcmy  ; yet  they  l'urely  meant  to  pcrl’uade  rather  than 
deceive.  This  introduflion  of  the  dead,  or  of  immortals,  was  fami- 
jiar  to  the  ancient  orators,  though  it  is  executed  on  this  occafion  in  the 
rude  faflikm  of  the  age. 
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monarchy  was  prefled  by  the  zeal  and  prudence  of 
pope  Adrian  the  firft,  the  genius,  the  fortune,  and 
greatnefs  of  Charlemagne  the  fon  of  Pepin ; thefe 
heroes  of  the  church  and  ftate  were  united  in  pub- 
lic and  domeftic  friendlhip,  and  while  they  trampled 
on  the  proftrate,  they  varnilhed  their  proceedings 
with  the  faireft  colours  of  equity  and  moderation  **. 
The  pafles  of  the  Alps,  and  the  walls  of  Pavia, 
were  the  only  defence  of  the  Lombards  j the  former 
were  furpriled,  the  latter  were  invefted,  by  the  fon 
of  Pepin  j and  after  a blockade  of  two  years, 
Defiderius,  the  laft  of  their  native  princes,  fur- 
rendered  his  fceptre  and  his  capital.  Under  the 
dominion  of  a foreign  king,  but  in  the  pofieflion 
of  their  national  laws,  the  Lombards  became  the 
brethren,  rather  than  the  fubje&s,  of  the  Franks  j 
who  derived  their  blood,  and  manners,  and  lan- 
guage, from  the  fame  Germanic  origin  **. 

The  mutual  obligations  of  the  popes  and  the 
Carlovingian  family,  form  the  important  link  of 
ancient  and  modern,  of  civil  and  eccleflaftical, 
hiftory.  In  the  conqueft  of  Italy,  the  champions 
of  the  Roman  church  obtained  a favourable  occa- 
fion,  a fpecious  title,  the  wifties  of  the  people,  the 


S?  Except  in  the  divorce  of  the  daughter  of  Defiderius,  whom 
Charlemagne  repudiated  fincaliquo  crimine.  Pope  Stephen  IV.  had 
moft  furioufly  oppofed  the  alliance  of  a noble  Frank— cum  perfida, 
horrida,  nec  dicenda,  foeteniifiima  natione  Longobardorum — to  whom 
he  imputes  the  firft  ftain  of  Icprofy  (Cod.  Carolin.  epift. 4.5.  p.  178, 
179.).  Another  reafon  againft  the  marriage  was  the  exiftence  of  a 
fiift  wife  (Muratori,  Annali  d'ltalia,  tom.  vi.  p.  23a,  A33.  136, 
237.).  But  Charlemagne  indulged  himfelf  in  the  freedom  of  poly- 
gamy or  concubinage. 

54  See  the  Annali  d’ltalia  of  Muratori,  tom.  vi.  and  the  three  firft 
dirTcrtations  of  his  Antiquitates  Itali*  Medii  iEvi,  tom.  i. 
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prayers  and  intrigues  of  the  clergy.  But  the  moft 

eflential  gifts  of  the  popes  to  the  Carlovingian  race  v — j 

were  the  dignities  of  king  of  France55,  and  of 
patrician  of  Rome.  I.  Under  the  facerdotal 
monarchy  of  St.  Peter,  the  nations  began  to  refume 
the  praftice  of  feeking,  on  the  banks  of  the  Tyber, 
their  kings,  their  laws,  and  the  oracles  of  their 
fate.  The  Franks  were  perplexed  between  the 
name  and  fubftance  of  their  government.  All  the 
powers  of  royalty  were  exercifed  by  Pepin,  mayor 
of  the  palace;  and  nothing,  except  the  regal  title, 
was  wanting  to  his  ambition.  His  enemies  were 
crulhed  by  his  valour ; his  friends  were  multiplied 
by  his  liberality ; his  father  had  been  the  faviour 
of  Chriftendom  ; and  the  claims  of  perfonal  merit 
were  repeated  and  ennobled  in  a dcfcent  of  four 
generations.  The  name  and  image  of  royalty  was 
ftill  preferved  in  the  laft  defcendant  of  Clovis,  the 
feeble  Childeric ; but  his  obfolete  right  could  only 
be  ufed  as  an  infbument  of  fedition : the  nation 
was  delirous  of  reftoring  the  fimplicity  of  the  con- 
ftitution;  and  Pepin,  a fubjeft  and  a prince,  was 
ambitious  to  afcertain  his  own  rank  and  the  for- 
tune of  his  family.  The  mayor  and  the  nobles 
were  bound,  by  an  oath  of  fidelity,  to  the  royal 
phantom  : the  blood  of  Clovis  was  pure  and  facred 

55  Betides  the  common  hiftoi  ians,  three  French  critics,  Launoy 
(Opera,  loan.  v.  pars  ii.  1.  vii.  epift.  9.  p.  4.77_487.),  Pagf  (Critica* 

A.  D.  751,  N"  > — 6.  A.  D.  75a,  N°  1 — 10.),  and  Natalis  Alexander 
(Hift.  Novi  Teftamenti,  dlflertat.  ii.  p.  96—107.),  have  treated  this 
fubjeft  of  the  depotition  of  Childeric  with  learning  anJ  attention,  but 
with  a Itrong  bias  to  fave  the  independence  of  the  crown.  Yet  they 
are  hard  prefled  by  the  text  which  they  produce  of  Eginhard,  Tlieo- 
phanes,  and  the  old  annals,  Laurelhamenles,  Fuidcnl'es,  Loilielani. 
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in  their  eyes;  2nd  their  common  ambalTadors  ad- 
dreffed  the  Roman  pontiff,  to  difpel  their  fcruples, 
or  to  abfolve  their  promife.  The  intereft  of  pope 
Zachary,  the  fucceffor  of  the  two  Gregories, 
prompted  him  to  decide,  and  to  decide  in  their 
favour:  he  pronounced  that  the  nation  might  law- 
fully unite,  in  the  fame  perfon,  the  title  and  autho- 
rity of  king;  and  that  the  unfortunate  Childeric,  a 
victim  of  the  public  fafety,  fhouid  be  degraded, 
fhaved,  and  confined  in  a monaftery  for  the  re- 
mainder of  his  days.  An  anfwer,  fo  agreeable  to 
their  wifhes,  was  accepted  by  the  Franks,  as  the 
opinion  of  a cafuift,  the  fentence  of  a judge,  or  the 
oracle  of  a prophet:  the  Merovingian  race  difap- 
peared  from  the  earth ; and  Pepin  was  exalted  on 
a buckler  by  the  fuffrage  of  a free  people,  ac- 
cuftomed  to  obey  his  laws  and  to  march  under  his 
ftandard.  His  coronation  was  twice  performed, 
with  the  fandtion  of  the  popes,  by  their  moft  faith- 
ful fervant  St.  Boniface,  the  apoftle  of  Germany, 
and  by  the  grateful  hands  of  Stephen  the  third, 
•who,  in  the  monaftery  of  St.  Denys,  placed  the 
diadem  on  the  head  of  his  benefadtor.  The  royal 
undtion  of  the  kings  of  Ifrael  was  dexteroufiy  ap- 
plied56: the  fuccefibr  of  St.  Peter  affumed  the 
charadter  of  a divine  ambaffador  : a German  chief- 
tain was  transformed  into  the  Lord’s  anointed ; and 

S6  Not  abfolutely  for  the  firft  time.  On  a lefs  eonfpicuous  theatre, 
it  had  been  ufed,  in  the  vn&  and  vii1*1  centuries,  by  the  provincial 
hilltops  of  Britain  and  Spain.  The  royal  uniliun  of  Conftantinople 
was  borrowed  from  the  Latins  in  the  laft  age  of  the  empire.  Con- 
ftantinc  ManafTcs  mentions  that  of  Charlemagne  as  a foreign,  Jewifh, 
incomprthenfihle  ceremony.  See  Sclden’s  Titles  of  Honour,  in  his 
Works,  vol.  iii.  part  i.  p.  134—143. 
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this  Tewifh  rite  has  been  diffufed  and  maintained  C,HAP* 

* # t . yCLI  A* 

by  the  fuperftition  and  vanity  of  modern  Europe.  « 

The  Franks  were  abfolved  from  their  ancient  oath; 
but  a dire  anathema  was  thundered  againft  them 
and  their  pofterity,  if  they  fhould  dare  to  renew 
the  fame  freedom  of  choice,  or  to  eledt  a king, 
except  in  the  holy  and  meritorious  ' race  of  the 
Carlovingian  princes.  Without  apprehending  the 
future  danger,  thefe  princes  gloried  in  their  prefent 
Security : the  lecretary  of  Charlemagne  affirms, 
that  the  French  fceptre  was  transferred  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  popes 57 ; and,  in  their  boldeft  en- 
terprises, they  infill,  with  confidence,  on  this  fignal 
and  fuccefsful  a£t  of  temporal  jurifdi&ion. 

II.  In  the  change  of  manners  and  language,  Pat  ricians 
the  patricians  of  Rome  58  were  far  removed  from  of  Rome* 
the  Senate  of  Romulus,  or  the  palace  of  Conftan- 
tine,  from  the  free  nobles  of  the  republic,  or  the 
fiditious  parents  of  the  emperor.  After  the  re- 
covery of  Italy  and  Africa  by  the  arms  of  Juftinian, 
the  importance  and  danger  of  thofe  remote  pro- 
vinces required  the  prefence  of  a fupreme  magis- 
trate ; he  was  indifferently  ftyled  the  exarch  or  the 
patrician ; and  thefe  governors  of  Ravenna,  who 

57  See  Eginhard,  in  Vita  Caroli  Magni,  c.  i.  p.  9,  &c.  c.  iii.  p.  24. 

Childeric  was  depofed— juju,  the  Carlovingians  were  eftablilhed— 
eufitritait,  Pontificis  Romani.  L annoy.  Sic.  pretend  that  thefe  ftrong 
words  are  fufceptible  of  a very  foft  interpretation.  Be  it  fo ; yet 
Eginhard  underftood  the  world,  the  court,  and  the  Latin  language. 

s»  For  the  title  and  powers  of  patrician  of  Rome,  fee  Ducange 
(Gloir.  Latin,  tom.  v.  p.  149— 151.),  Pagi  (Critics,  A.  D.  740, 

No  6 — 11.),  Muratori  (Annali  d'ltalia,  tom.  vi.  p.  308—329.),  and 
St.  Marc  ( Abrege  Chronologiquc  de  l'ltalie,  tom.  i.  p.  379 — 381.). 

Of  thefe,  the  Francifcan  Pagi  is  the  mod  difpofed  to  make  the  patri- 
cian a lieutenant  of  the  church,  rather  than  of  the  empire. 
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ch  A^p.  fi]i  their  place  in  the  chronology  of  princes,  ex- 
i , tended  their  jurifdiction  over  the  Roman  city. 

Since  the  revolt  of  Italy  and  the  lofs  of  the  Ex- 
archate, the  diftrefs  of  the  Romans  had  exacted 
fome  facrifice  of  their  independence.  Yet,  even 
in  this  aft,  they  exercifed  the  right  of  difpofing 
of  themfelves ; and  the  decrees  of  the  fenate  and 
people  fucceffively  inverted  Charles  Martel  and 
his  pofterity,  with  the  honours  of  patrician  of  Rome. 
The  leaders  of  a powerful  nation  would  have  dif- 
dained  a fervile  title  and  fubordinate  office ; but 
the  reign  of  the  Greek  emperors  was  iufpended ; 
and,  in  the  vacancy  of  the  empire,  they  derived  a 
more  glorious  commiffion  from  the  pope  and  the 
republic.  The  Roman  ambafladors  prefented 
! thefe  patricians  with  the  keys  of  the  fhrine  of  St. 
Peter,  as  a pledge  and  fymbol  of  fovereignty  j with 
a holy  banner,  which  it  was  their  right  and  duty 
to  unfurl  in  the  defence  of  the  church  and  city J9. 

In  the  time  of  Charles  Martel  and  of  Pepin,  the 
ir.terpofuion  of  the  Lombard  kingdom  covered  the 
freedom,  while  it  threatened  the  fafety,  of  Rome; 
and  the  patriciate  reprefented  only  the  title,  the 
fervice,  the  alliance,  of  thefe  diftant  protectors. 
The  power  and  policy  of  Charlemagne  annihilated 
an  enemy,  and  impofed  a mailer.  In  his  firft  vifit 

59  The  papal  advocates  can  fofren  the  fymbolic  meaning  of  the 
banner  and  the  keys  ; but  the  ftyle  of  ad  rtgnum  dimifunus,  or  dircxi- 
mus  (Codex  Carotin,  epift.  i.  tom.  iii.  pars  ii.  p.  76.),  1’eems  to  al-  \ 
low  of  no  palliation  or  efcapc.  In  the  MS.  of  the  Vienna  library, 
they  i'e;ul,  in  (lead  of  rcgnum,  rogum,  prayer  or  requeft  (fee  Ducange)  ; 
and  the  royalty  of  Charles  Martel  is  fubverted  by  this  important  cor- 
rcflion  (Catalan^  in  his  Critical  Prefaces  Annali  d’ltslia,  tom.  xvii. 

P-  95 -9‘jT 
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to  the  capital,  he  was  received  with  all  the  honours  ^ F. 
which  had  formerly  been  paid  to  the  exarch,  the 
reprefentative  of  the  emperor;  and  thefe  honours 
obtained  fome  new  decorations  from  the  joy  and 
gratitude  of  pope  Adrian  the  firfteo.  No  fooner 
was  he  informed  of  the  fudden  approach  of  the 
monarch,  than  he  difpatched  the  magiftrates  and 
nobles  of  Rome  to  meet  him,  with  the  banner, 
about  thirty  miles  from  the  city.  At  the  diftance 
of  one  mile,  the  Flaminian  way  was  lined  with  the 
Jcbcols,  or  national  communities,  of  Greeks,  Lom- 
bards, Saxons,  &c. : the  Roman  youth  was  under 
arms ; and  the  children  of  a more  tender  age,  with 
palms  and  olive  branches  in  their  hands,  chaunted 
the  prail'es  of  their  great  deliverer.  At  the  afpeft 
of  the  holy  erodes,  and  enfigns  of  the  faints,  he 
difmounted  from  his  horfe,  led  the  procefiion  of 
his  nobles  to  the  Vatican,  and,  as  he  afeended  the 
flairs,  devoutly  killed  each  flep  of  the  threfhold 
of  the  apoftles.  In  the  portico,  Adrian  expefted 
him  at  the  head  of  his  clergy  : they  embraced,  as 
friends  and  equals ; but  in  their  march  to  the  altar, 
the  king  or  patrician  afiumed  the  right-hand  of 
the  pope.  Nor  was  the  Frank  content  with  theft: 
vain  and  empty  demonftrations  of  refpeft.  In  the 
twenty-fix  years  thatelapfed,  between  the  conquell 
of  Lombardy  and  his  Imperial  coronation,  Rome, 
which  had  been  delivered  by  the  fword,  was  fub- 
je£t,  as  his  own,  to  the  fceptre,  of  Charlemagne. 

60  In  the  authentic  narrative  of  this  reception,  the  Liber  Ponlili- 
cnlis  obferves— ohvfain  illi  ejus  fanftitas  dirigens  venerabiles  truces, 
id  eft  figna  ; ficut,  inos  eft  ad  exarchum,  aut  patricium  fufeipiendum, 
cum  cum  ingenti  honore  fufeipi  fecit  (tom.  iii.  par*  i,  p.  i2j.). 

The 
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The  people  fwore  allegiance  to  his  perfon  and  fa- 
mily : in  his  nariie  money  was  coined,  and  juftice 
was  adminiftered ; and  the  eleflion  of  the  popes  was 
examined  and  confirmed  by  his  authority.  Ex- 
cept an  original  and  felf-inherent  claim  of  fove- 
reignty,  there  was  not  any  prerogative  remaining, 
which  the  title  of  emperor  could  add  to  the  patri- 
cian of  Rome 

The  gratitude  of  the  Carlovingians  was  adequate 
to  thefe  obligations,  and  their  names  are  confecrated, 
as  the  faviours  and  benefadtors  of  the  Roman 
church.  Her  ancient  patrimony  of  farms  and 
houfes  was  transformed  by  their  bounty  into  the 
temporal  dominion  of  cities  and  provinces  ; and 
the  donation  of  the  Exarchate  was  the  firft  fruits  of 
the  conquefts  of  Pepin41.  Aftolphus  with  a figh 
relinquifhed  his  prey ; the  keys  and  the  hoftages 
of  the  principal  cities  were  delivered  to  the  Freoch 
ambafiador ; and,  in  his  mailer’s  name,  he  pre- 
fented  them  before  the  tomb  of  St.  Peter.  The 
ample  meafure  of  the  Exarchate43  might  comprife 

all 

6t  Paulus  Diaconus,  who  wrote  before  the  empire  of  Charlemagne, 
deferibes  Rome  as  his  fubjeft  city — veftrae  civitates  (ad  Pompcium 
Feltum),  fuis  addidit  feeptris  (de  Metenfis  Ecclefi*  Epifcopis). 
Some  Carlovingian  medals,  (truck  at  Rome,  have  engaged  Le  Blanc 
to  write  an  elaborate,  though  partial,  dillertation  on  their  autho- 
rity at  Rome,  both  as  patricians  and  emperors  (Amfterdam,  1692, 
in  4"’). 

c*  Mofiicim  (Inflitution  Hilt.  Ectlef.  p.  163.)  weighs  this  dona- 
tion with  fair  and  deliberate  prudence.  The  original  aft  has  never 
been  produced;  bnt  the  Liber  Pontificalis  reprefents  (p.  171.),  and 
the  Codex  Carolinus  fuppofes,  this  ample  gift.  Both  are  contempo- 
rary records ; and  the  latter  is  the  more  authentic,  fince  it  has  been 
preferred,  not  ir.  the  p3pal,  but  the  Imperial,  library. 

A5  Between  the  exorbitant  claims,  and  narrow  conceflions,  of  in- 
tertit and  prejudice,  from  which  even  Muratoti  (Antiquitat.  tom.  i. 

p.  6 j 
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all  the  provinces  of  Italy  which  had  obeyed  the  CxljxP' 
emperor  and  his  vicegerent;  but  its  ftrift  and  pro-  <_  -t—  ■ 
per  limits  were  included  in  the  territories  of  Ra- 
venna, Bologna,  and  Ferrara  : its  infeparable  der 
pendency  was  the  Pentapolis,  which  ftretched  along 
the  Adriatic  from  Rimini  to  Ancona,  and  advanced 
into  the  midland  country  as  far  as  the  ridges  of 
the  Apennine.  In  this  tranfadlion,  the  ambition 
and  avarice  of  the  popes  had  been  feverely  con- 
demned. Perhaps  the  humility  of  a Chriftian  prieffc 
fhould  have  rejedled  an  earthly  kingdom,  which 
it  was  not  eafy  for  him  to  govern  without  renoun- 
cing the  virtues  of  his  profeilion.  Perhaps  a faith- 
ful fubjedt,  or  even  a generous  enemy,  would  have 
been  lefs  impatient  to  divide  the  fpoils  of  the  Bar- 
barian ; and  if  the  emperor  had  entrufted  Stephen 
to  folicit  in  his  name  the  reftitution  of  the  Ex- 
archate, I will  not  abfclve  the  pope  from  the  re- 
proach of  treachery  and  falfehood.  But  in  the 
rigid  interpretation  of  the  laws,  every  one  may 
accept,  without  injury,  whatever  his  benefadior 
can  bellow  without  injullice.  The  Greek  emperor 
had  abdicated  or  forfeited  his  right  to  the  Exarchate; 
and  the  fword  of  Aftolphus  was  broken  by  the 
flronger  fword  of  the  Carlovingian.  It  was  not 
in  the  caufe  of  the  Iconoclaft  that  Pepin  had  cx- 
pofed  his  perfon  and  army  in  a double  expedition 
beyond  the  Alps : he  poflefied,  and  might  lawfully 
alienate,  his  conquefts ; and  to  the  importunities 
of  the  Greeks,  he  pioufly  replied,  that  no  human 

p.  6;— 68.)  is  not  exempt,  I have  been  guided,  in  the  limits  of  the 
Exarchate  and  Pentapolis,  by  the  Differtatio  Chorographiea  Italic 
Medii  iEvi,  tom.  jc.  p.  tSo  — 180. 

, confider- 
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chap,  confideration  fhould  tempt  him  to  relume  the  gift 
-J-l. which  he  had  conferred  on  the  Roman  pontiff 
for  the  remiffion  of  his  fins  and  the  falvation  of  his 
foul.  The  fplendid  donation  was  granted  in  fu- 
preme  and  abfolute  dominion,  and  the  world  be- 
held for  the  firft  time  a Chriftian  bifhop  inverted 
with  the  prerogatives  of  a temporal  prince ; the 
choice  of  magiftrates,  the  exercife  of  juftice,  the 
impofition  of  taxes,  and  the  wealth  of  the  palace 
of  Ravenna.  In  the  diflblution  of  the  Lombard 
kingdom,  the  inhabitants  of  the  dutchy  of  Spoleto ** 
fought  a refuge  from  the  ftorm,  fhaved  their 
heads  after  the  Roman  fafhion,  declared  themfelves 
the  fervants  and  fubje&s  of  St.  Peter,  and  com- 
pleted, by  this  voluntary  furrender,  the  prefent 
circle  of  the  ecclefiaftical  ftate.  That  myfterious 
circle  was  enlarged  to  an  indefinite  extent,  by  the 
verbal  or  written  donation  of  Charlemagne*5, 
who,  in  the  firft  tranfports  of  his  vitftory,  defpoiled 
himtelf  and  the  Greek  emperor  of  the  cities  and 
iflands  which  had  formerly  been  annexed  to  the 
Exarchate.  But,  in  the  cooler  moments  of  ab- 
fence  and  reflexion,  he  viewed,  with  an  eye  of 


' 64  Spoletini  deprecati  funt,  ut  eos  in  fervitio  B.  Petri  reciperet  et 
more  Romanorum  tonfurari  faceret  (Anaftallus,  p.  185.).  Yet  it 
may  be  a queftion  whether  they  gave  their  own  perfons  or  their 
country. 

6S  The  policy  and  donations  of  Charlemagne  ate  carefully  examined 
by  St.  Marc  (Abrcge,  tom.  i.  p.  390 — 408.),  who  has  well  ftudied 
the  Codex  Carolinus.  I believe,  with  him,  that  they  were  orrly  ver- 
bal. The  molt  ancient  aft  of  donation  that  pretends  to  be  extant,  is 
that  of  the  emperor  Lewis  the  Pious  (Sigonius,  de  Regno  Italiae,  I.  ir. 
Opera,  tom.  ii.  p.  167 — 172.).  Its  authenticity,  or  at  leaft  its  inte- 
grity, are  much  queltioned  (Pagi,  A.  D.  817,  N®  7,  &c.  Muratori, 
Annali,  tom.  vi.  p.  432,  &c.  Dilfertat.  Chorographica,  p.  33,  34.); 
but  I fee  no  reafonable  objection  to  thefc  princes  fo  freely  difpofing  of 
what  was  not  their  own. 

10  jealoufy 
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jealoufy  and  envy,  the  recent  greatnefs  of  his  ec- 
clefiaftical  ally.  The  execution  of  his  own  and 
his  father’s  promifes  was  refpeftfully  eluded : the 
king  of  the  Franks  and  Lombards  aflerted  the 
inalienable  rights  of  the  empire  ; and,  in  his  life 
and  death,  Ravenna6*,  as  well  as  Rome,  was  num- 
bered in  the  lift  of  his  metropolitan  cities.  The 
fovereignty  of  the  Exarchate  melted  away  in  the 
hands  of  the  popes  : they  found  in  the  archbifhops 
of  Ravenna  a dangerous  and  domeftic  rival 67 : the 
nobles  and  people  difdained  the  yoke  of  a prieft  ; 
and,  in  the  diforders  of  the  times,  they  could  only 
retain  the  memory  of  an  ancient  claim,  which, 
in  a more  profperous  age,  they  have  revived  and 
realized. 

Fraud  is  the  refource  of  weaknefs  and  cunning; 
and  the  ftrong,  though  ignorant,  Barbarian  was 
often  entangled  in  the  net  of  facerdotal  policy. 
The  Vatican  and  Lateran  were  an  arfenal  and  manu- 
facture, which,  according  to  the  occafion,  have 
produced  or  concealed  a various  collection  of  falfe 
or  genuine,  of  corrupt  or  fufpicious,  aCts,  as  they 
tended  to  promote  the  intereft  of  the  Roman 
church.  Before  the  end  of  the  eighth  century, 
fome  apoftolical  fcribe,  perhaps  the  notorious  Ifi- 
dore,  compofed  the  decretals,  and  the  donation  of 

Charlemagne  folicited  and  pbtained  from  the  proprietor,  Ha- 
drian I.  the  mofaics  of  the  palace  of  Ravenna,  for  the  decoration  o £ 
Aix-la-Chapclle  (Cod.  Carolin.  epift.  67.  p.  2*3.). 

®7  The  popes  often  complain  of  the  ufurpations  of  Leo  of  Ravenna 
(Codex  Carolin.  epift.  51,  jt,  53.  p.  aoo — *05.)  Si  corpus  St.  An- 
drew fratris  germani  St.  Petri  hie  humaifet,  nequaquam  nos  Romani 
pontificcs  lie  fubjugaflent  (Agnellus,  Liber  Pontificalis,  in  Scriptoret 
Rerum  Ital.  torn.  ii.  pars  i.  p.  107.). 

Con- 
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Cxux  P’  ^■onftan^ne>  the  two  magic  pillars  of  the  fpiririfel 
< — > and  temporal  monarchy  of  the  popes.  This  me- 
morable donation  was  introduced  to  the  world  by 
an  epiftle  of  Adrian  the  firft,  who  exhorts  Charle-  . . t 
magne  to  imitate  the  liberality,  and  revive  the  * 
name,  of  the  great  Conftantine45.  According  to 
the  legend,  the  firft:  of  the  Chriftian  emperors 
was  healed  of  the  leprofy,  and  purified  in  the 
waters  of  baptifm,  by  St.  Silvefter,  the  Roman 
bifhop ; and  never  was  p’nyfician  more  glorioufly 
recompeiifed.  Jlis  royal  profelyte  withdrew  front 
the  feat  and  patrimony  of  St.  Peter;  declared  his 
refolution  of  founding  a new  capital  in  the  Eaft ; 
and  religned  to  the  popes  the  free  and  perpetual 
fovereignty  of  Rome,  Italy,  and  the  provinces  oL 
the  Weft:69.  This . fiction  was  productive  of  the  q 
molt  beneficial  effeCts.  The  Greek  princes  were 
convicted  of  the  guilt  of  ufurpation ; and  the  re- 
volt of  Gregory  was  the  claim  of  his  lawful  inhe- 
ritance. The  popes  were  delivered  from  their  debt 
of  gratitude  ; and  the  nominal  gifts  of  the  Carlo- 

✓ 

63  Piiflimp  Conftantino  magno,  per  ejits  largitatem  S.  R.  Ecdelia 
elevata  et  exaltara  eft,  et  poteftatem  in  his  Hel'periae  partibus  largiri 
dignatus  eft.  . . . Quia  ecce  novus  Conftantinus  his  temporibus,  &c, 

* (Codex  Carolin.  epift.  49.  in  tom.  iii.  part  ii.  p.  195.).  Pagi 
(Critica,  A.  D.  314,  N°  16.)  afcribes  them  to  an  impoftor  of  the 
•viiith  century,  who  borrowed  the  name  of  St.  ffidore  : his  humble 
title  of  Ptrcitor  was  ignorantly,  but  aptly,  turned  into  Mercator',  his 
meixhandife  was  indeed  profitable,  and  a few  fhects  of  paper  were 
fold  for  much  wealth  and  power. 

69  Fabiicius  (Bibliot.  Grsee.  tom.  vi.  p.  4 — 7.)  hasenumerated 
the  feveral  editions  cf  this,  A£l,  in  Greek  and  Latin.  The  copy 
which  Laurentius  Valla  recites  ar.d  refutes,  appears  to  be  taken  either 
from  the  fpurious  Ads  of  St.  Silvefter  or  from  Grattan's  Decree,  to  i 
■which,  according,  to  hiiq  and  others,  it  has  been  furreptitioufly 
tacked. 

• * ■ * * 
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vingians  were  no  more  than  the  juft  and  irrevocable  ^ P. 
reftitution  of  a fcanty  portion  of  the  ecclefiaftical  L -t_  j 
ftate.  The  fovereignty  of  Rome  no  longer  de- 
pended on  the  choice  of  a fickle  people ; and  the 
luccelTors  of  St.  Peter  and  Conftantine  were  in- 
verted with  the  purple  and  prerogatives  of  the 
Caefars.  So  deep  was  the  ignorance  and  credulity 
of  the  times,  that  the  moft  abfurd  of  fables  was  re- 
ceived, with  equal  reverence,  in  Greece  and  in 
France,  and  is  ftill  enrolled  among  the  decrees  of 
-the  canon  law70.  The  emperors,  and  the  Ro- 
mans, were  incapable  of  difeerning  a forgery,  that 
fubverted  their  rights  and  freedom ; and  the  only  op- 
pofition  proceeded  from  a Sabine  monaftery,  which, 
in  the  beginning  of  the  twelfth  century,  difputed  the 
truth  and  validity  of  the  donation  of  Conftantine  7‘. 

In  the  revival  of  letters  and  liberty  this  fidlitious  deed 
was  tranfpierced  by  the  pen  of  Laurentius  V alia,  the 
pen  of  an  eloquent  critic  and  a Roman  patriot  7\  His 

contem- 

79  In  the  year  1059,  it  was  believed  (was  it  believed?)  by  pope 
Leo  IX.  cardinal  Peter  JOamianns,  Sec.  Muratori  places  (Annaii 
d'ltalia,  tom.  ix.  p.  23,24.)  the  fi&itious  donations  of  Lewis  the 
Pious,  the  Othos,  See.  de  Donations  Conliantini.  See  a DilTcrtatiun 
of  Natalis  Alexander,  feculum  iv.  dill.  25.  p.  33s  — 350. 

7*  See  a large  account  of  the  controverfy  (A.  D.  1105),  which 
arofe  from  a private  law-fuit,  in  the  Chronicon  Farlcnfe  (Script. 

Rcrum  Italicarum,  tom.  ii.  pars  ii.  p.  637,  &c.),  a copious  extrafl  from 
the  archives  of  that  Bcnedifline  abbey.  They  were  former  ly  accefli- 
ble  to  curious  foreigners  (Le  Blanc  and  Mabiilon),  and  would  have 
enriched  the  firft  volume  of  the  Hiiloria  Monaitica  Italia;  of  Quirini. 

But  they  are  now  imprifoned  (Muratori,  Scriptores  R.  I.  tom.  ii. 
pars  ii.  p.  269.)  by  the  timid  policy  of  the  court  of  Rome;  and  the 
future  cardinal  yielded  to  the  voice  of  authority  and  the  whifpers  of 
ambition  (Quirini,  Comment,  pars  ii.  p.  123 — 136  ). 

7*  I have  read  in  the  colleftion  of  Schardius  (de  Poteftatc  Impe- 
rial! Eccleftaftica,  p.  734— 7S0.),  this  animated  difcourfe,  which  was 
compofed  by  the  author,  A.  D,  1440,  fix  years  after  the  flight  of  pope 

VOL.  IX.  M Eugenius 
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CXLnfP’  conternPorar'ies  °f  fifteenth  century  were  afid- 
v,  — r-  nifhed  at  his  facrilegious  boldnefs  ; yet  fuch  is  the 

filent  and  irrefiftible  progrefs  of  reafon,  that  be- 
fore the  end  of  the  next  age,  the  fable  was  rejetted 
by  the  contempt  of  hiftorians  ” and  poets 7+,  and 
the  tacit  or  modeft  cenfure  of  the  advocates  of 
the  Roman  church75.  The  popes  themfelves 
have  indulged  a fmile  at  the  credulity  of  the 
viilgar 7< ; but  a falfe  and  obfolete  title  ftill  fanc- 
trfies  their  reign ; and,  by  the  fame  fortune  which 
has  attended  the  decretals  and  the  Sibylline  oracles, 
the  edifice  has  fubfifted  after  the  foundations  have 
been  undermined. 

Eugenitts  IV.  It  is  a moft  vehement  party  pamphlet : Valla  juftifie* 
and  animates  the  revolt  of  the'Romans,  and  would  even  approve  the 
ufe  of  a dagger  agninft  their  facerdotal  tyrant.  Such  a critic  might 
expeft  the  perfecution  of  the  clergy  ; yet  he  made  his  peace,  and  is 
buried  in  the  Lateran  (Bayle,  Diftionaire  Critique,  Valla  5 VolTnis, 
de  HiUoiicis  Latinis,  p.  580.). 

77  See  Guicciardini,  a fervant  of  the  popes,  in  that  long  and  va- 
luable digreflion,  which  has  refumed  its  place  in  the  laft  edition,  cor- 
reftly  publifhed  from  the  author’s  MS.  and  printed  in  four  volumes 
in  quarto,  under  the  name  of  Friburgo,  1775  (Illoria  d’ltalia,  tom.  i. 
P-  385-395.). 

7+  The  Paladin  Aftolpho  found  it  in  the  moon,  among  the  things 
that  were  loft  upon  earth  (Orlando  Furiofo,  xxxiv.  So.). 

Di  vari  fiore  ad  un  grand  inonte  paffa, 

Ch’ebbe  gia  liuono  odore,  or  puzza  forte 
Quefto  era  il  dono  (fe  pero  dir  lece) 

Che  Conftantino  al  buon  Silveftro  fece. 

Yet  this  incomparable  poem  has  been  approved  by  a bull  of  Leo  X. 

TJ  See  Baronins,  A.  D.  324.,  N°  117— 123.  A.  D.  2191,  N°  52, 
&c.  The  cardinal  wiflies  to  fuppofe  that  Rome  was  offered  Conftan- 
tine,  and  nfajed  by  Silvefter.  The  aft  of  donation  he  confiders, 
ftrangely  enough,  as  a forgery  of  the  Greeks. 

7®  Baronius  n’en  dit  gueres  contre:  encore  en  a-t’il  trop  dit,'  et 
l’on  vouloit  fans  moi  (Cardinal  du  Perron),  qui  I’empechai,  cenlbrer 
cette  partie  dc  fon  hiftoire.  J’en  devifai  un  jour  avec  le  Pape,  et  it  ne 
me  repondit  autre  chofe  “ che  volete  f i Canonici  la  lcngono,”  if  le 
flilbit  in  riant  (Penoniana,  p.  77.). 

While 
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. While  the  popes  eftablifhed  in  Italy  their  free-  c^a  P. 
dom  and  dominion,  the  images,  the  firil  caufe  of 
their  revolt,  were  reftored  in  the  Eaftern  empire 77.  ^°7* 
Under  the  reign  of  Conftantine  the  fifth,  the  images  in 
union  of  civil  and  ecclefiaftical  power  had  over-  'the  cm  - by 
thrown  the  tree,  without  extirpating  the  root,  of 
fuperftition.  The  idols,  for  fuch  they  were  now  &c. 
held,  were  fecretly  cherifhed  by  the  order  and  the 
fex  moft  prone  to  devotion  ; and  the  fond  alliance 
of  the  monks  and  females,  obtained  a final  vidlory 
over  the  reafon  and  authority  of  man.  Leo  the 
fourth  maintained  with  lefs  rigour  the  religion  of 
his  father  and  grandfather ; but  his  wife,  the  fair 
and  ambitious  Irene,  had  imbibed  the  zeal  of  the 
Athenians,  the  heirs  of  the  idolatry,  rather  than 
the  philofophy,  of  their  anceftors.  During  the 
life  of  her  hufband,  thefe  fcntiments  were  in- 
flamed by  danger  and  diflimulation,  and  Ihe 
could  only  labour  to  proteft  and  promote  fome 
favourite  monks  whom  flie  drew  from  their  ca- 
verns, and  feated  on  the  metropolitan  thrones  of 
the  Eaft.  But  as  foon  as  Ihe  reigned  in  her  own 
name  and  that  of  her  fon,  Irene  more  ferioufly 


17  The  remaining  hiftory  of  images,  from  Irene  to  Theodora,  is 
colletted,  for  the  Catholics,  by  Baronius  and  Pagi  (A.  D.  78a— 
840),  Natalis  Alexander  (Hift.  N.  T.  feculum  riii.  Panoplia  ad- 
verfus  Hsereticos,  p.  118 — 178.),  and  Dupin  (Bibliot.  Ecclef.  tom.vi. 
p.  156—154.);  for  the  Proteftants,  by  Spartheim  (Hift.Imag.  p.  305 — 
639.),  Bafnage  (Hift.  de  i'Eglife,  tom.  i.  p.  556—57*.  tom.  ii. 
p.  1361—1385.),  and  Molheim  (Inftitut.  Hift.  Ecclef.  fecul.  viii 
et  ix.).  The  Proteftants,  except  Mofhcim,  are  foured  with  ccntro- 
verfy  j but  the  Catholics,  except  Dupin,  are  inflamed  by  the  fury  and 
iuperflition  of  the  monks;  and  even  Lc  Beau  (Hift.  du  lias  Em- 
pire), a gentleman  and  a fcholar,  is  iufefled  by  the  o'dious  con- 
tagion. 

M 2 under-  ' 
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CXlixP'  undertook  the  ruin  of  the  Iconoclafts  ; and  the 
firft  ftep  of  her  future  perfection,  was  a general 


edift  for  liberty  of  confcience.  In  the  reftora- 
tion  of  the  monks,  a thoufand  images  were  ex- 
pofed  to  the  public  veneration ; a thoufand  legends 
were  invented  of  their  fufferings  and  miracles. 
By  the  opportunities  of  death  or  removal,  the 
cpifcopal  feats  were  judicioufly  filled } the  mod 
eager  competitors  for  earthly  or  celeftial  favour, 
anticipated  and  flattered  the  judgment  of  their 
fovereign ; and  the  promotion  of  her  fecretary 
Tarafius,  gave  Irene  the  patriarch  of  Conftanti- 
nople,  and  the  command  of  the  Oriental  church. 
But  the  decrees  of  a general  council  could  only 
be  repealed  by  a fimilar  afiembly  73 ; the  Icono- 
clafts whom  (he  convened,  were  bold  in  pofief- 
fion,  and  averfe  to  debate  j and  the  feeble  voice 
of  the  bifliops  was  re-echoed  by  the  more  for- 
midable clamour  of  the  foldiers  and  people  of 
vnih  ge-  Conftantinople.  The  delay  and  intrigues  of  a 
council,  year,  the  feparation  of  the  difaffe&ed  troops,  and 
the  choice  of  Nice  for  a fecond  orthodox  fynod, 
removed  thefe  obllaclesj  and  the  epifcopal  con- 
fcience was  again,  after  the  Greek  fafhion,  in  the 
hands  of  the  prince.  No  more  than  eighteen 
days  were  allowed  for  the  confummation  of  this 
important  work : the  Iconoclafts  appeared,  not  as 
judges,  but  as  criminals  or  penitents}  the  fcene 
was  decorated  by  the  legates  of  pope  Adrian  and 


■ D.  787, 
Sept.  24 — 
Oit.  ij. 


7*  See  the  Afts,  in  Greek  and  Latin,  of  the  fecond  Council  of 
Nice,  with  a number  of  relative  pieces,  in  the  viiith  volume  of  the 
Councils,  p.  645—1600.  A faithful  verlion,  with  fome  critical 
notes,  would  provoke,  in  different  readers,  a figh  or  a fmile. 

the 
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the  Eaftern  patriarchs 79,  the  decrees  were  framed  c^[^p‘ 
by  the  prefidenj  Tarafius,  and  ratified  by  the  ac-  1 ~ p 

clamadons  and  fubfcriptions  of  three  hundred  and 
fifty  bilhops.  They  unanimoufly  pronounced,  that 
the  worfhip  of  images  is  agreeable  to  fcripture  and 
reafon,  to  the  fathers  and  councils  of  the  church : 
but  they  hefitate  whether  that  worfhip  be  relative 
Qr  direft ; whether  the  Godhead,  and  the  figure, 
of  Chrift  be  entitled  to  the  fame  mode  of  adora- 
tion. Of  this  fecond  Nicene  council,  the  a<5b  are 
ftill  extant  ; a curious  monument  of  fuperftition 
and  ignorance,  of  falfehood  and  folly.  I fhall 

only  notice  the  judgment  of  the  bifhops,  on  the 
comparative  merit  of  image-worihip  and  morality. 

A monk  had  concluded  a truce  with  the  daemon 
of  fornication,  on  condition  of  interrupting  his 
daily  prayers  to  a pifture  that  hung  in  his  cell. 

His  fcruples  prompted  him  to  confult  the  abbot. 

“ Rather  than  abftain  from  adoring  Chrift  and 
*.*  his  Mother  in  their  holy  images,  it  would  be 
<f  better  for  you,”  replied  the  caluift,  “ to  enter 
“ every  brothel,  and  vifit  every  proftitute,  in  the 
*5  city  *°.” 

19  The  pope’s  legates  were  cafual  meflengers,  two  priefts  without 
any  fpecial  commiffion,  and  who  were  difavowed  on  their  return. 

Some  vagabond  monks  were  periuaded  by  the  Catholics  to  reprefent 
the  Oriental  patriarchs.  This  curious  anecdote  is  revealed  by  Theo- 
dore Studites  (epift.  i.  38.  in  Sirmond.  Opp.  tom.  v.  p.  1319. )>  one 
of  the  warmed  Iconoclafts  of  the  age. 

80  o-oi  fin  MTiXinn  r»  t n aroTm  Totvrn  wop, no,  11;  0 fin 

ti7l\br,: , n it a xf>n?n  to  wp«7xiuni’  to,  njjan  Xa*  lwa,  Xflro* 

(iim  rnt  iot*i  avre  finTfO;  1,  (1x0,1.  Theft  vifits  could  not  be  inno- 
cent, fince  the  Aai fiut  mjntiu;  (the  dxmon  of  fornication)  t-rrohtfiu 
it  at nut . . . u fitci  at  Uf  iWWUtTo  *vtu  ajhifa,  &C.  Actio  iv.  p.  901. 

4ftio  v.  p.  1031. 
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CHAP. 

XLIX. 

' 1 

Final  efta- 
blifhment 
of  images 
by  the  em- 
prefs 

Theodora, 
A.D.  841. 


For  the  honour  of  orthodoxy,  at  leaft  the  or- 
thodoxy  of  the  Roman  church,  it  is  fomewhat 
unfortunate,  that  the  two  princes  who  convened 
the  two  councils  of  Nice,  are  both  ftained  with 
the  blood  of  their  Tons.  The  fecond  of  thefe  af- 
fpmblies  was  approved  and  rigoroufly  executed  by 
the  defpotifm  of  Irene,  and  Ihe  refufed  her  ad- 
verfaries  the  toleration  v/hich  at  firft  Ihe  had 
granted  to  her  friends.  During  the  five  fucceed- 
ing  reigns,  a period  of  thirty-eight  years,  the 
conteft  was  maintained,  with  unabated  rage  and 
various  fuccefs,  between  the  worfhippers  and  the 
breakers  of  the  images ; but  I am  not  inclined  to 
purfue  with  minute  diligence  the  repetition  of  the 
fame  events.  Nicephorus  allowed  a general  li- 
berty of  fpeech  and  practice ; and  the  only  virtue 
of  his  reign  is  accufed  by  the  monks  as  the  caufe 
of  his  temporal  and  eternal  perdition.  Superfti- 
tion  and  weaknefs  formed  the  charadler  of  Mi- 
chael the  firft,  but  the  faints  and  images  were 
incapable  of  fupporting  their  votary  on  the  throne, 

In  the  purple,  Leo  the  fifth  afferted  the  name 
and  religion  of  an  Armenian ; and  the  idols,  with 
their  feditious  adherents,  were  condemned  to  a ’ 
fecond  exile..  Their  applaufe  would  have  fanc- 
tified  the  murder  of  an  impious  tyrant,  but  his 
aflaflin  and  fucceflor,  the  fecond  Michael,  was 
tainted  from  his  hirth  with  the  Phrygian  herefies  : 
he  attempted  to  mediate  between  the  contending 
parties ; and  the  intradtable  fpirit  of  the  Catholics 
infenfibly  call  him  into  the  oppofite  fcale.  His 
moderation  was  guarded  by  timidity ; but  his  fon 
Th^ophilus,  alike  ignorant  of  fear  and  pity,  was 

the 
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the  laft  and  moft  cruel  of  the  Iconoclafts.  The  C^^£P" 
enthufiafm  of  the  times  ran  ftrongly  againft  them ; > — 
and  the  emperors,  who  ftemmed  the  torrent,  were 
exafperated  and  punifhcd  by  the  public  hatred. 

After  the  death  of  Theophilus,  the  final  victory 
of  the  images  was  atchieved  by  a fecond  female,’ 
his  widow  Theodora,  whom  he  left  the  guardian 
of  the  empire.  Her  meafures  were  bold  and  de- 
cifive.  The  fidlion  of  a tardy  repentance  ab- 
folved  the  fame  and  the  foul  of  her  deceafed 
hufband : the  fentence  of  the  Iconoclaft  patriarch 
was  commuted  from  the  lofs  of  his  eyes  to  a 
whipping  of  two  hundred  lafhes : the  bilhops 
trembled,  the  monks  fhouted,  and  the  feftival  of 
orthodoxy  preferves  the  annual  memory  of  the 
triumph  of  the  images.  A fingle  queftion  yet 
remained,  whether  they  are  endowed  with  any 
proper  and  inherent  fantftity ; it  was  agitated  by 
the  Greeks  of  the  eleventh  century 81  and  as  this 
opinion  has  the  ftrongeft  recommendation  of  ab- 
furdity,  I am  furprifed  that  it  was  not  more  ex- 
plicitly decided  in  the  affirmative.  In  the  Weft, 
pope  Adrian  the  firft  accepted  and  announced  the 
decrees  of  the  Nicene  afiembly,  which  is  now  re- 
vered by  the  Catholics  as  the  feventh  in  rank  of 
the  general  councils.  Rome  and  Italy  were  docile 
to  the  voice  of  their  father ; but  the  greateft  part 
of  the  Latin  Chriftians  were  far  behind  in  the  race 
of  fuperftition.  The  churches  of  France,  Gcr-  ReluAanc* 
many,  England,  and  Spain,  fleered  a middle  pfra'^s 

81  See  an  account  of  this  controverfy  in  the  Alexius  of  Anna 
Comnena  (1.  v.  p.  119  ) and  Molheim  (Inftitut,  Hift.  Ecclef.  p.  371, 

in-)-  ' ■ ’ 
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courfe  between  the  adoration  and  the  deftrt*ftion 
of  images,  which  they  admitted  into  their  temples, 
not  as  objects  of  worfhip,  but  as  lively  and  ufeful 
memorials  of  faith  and  hiftory.  An  angry  book 
of  controverfy  was  compofed  and  publifhed  in  the 
name  of  Charlemagne81;  under  his  authority  a 
fynod  of  three  hundred  bifhops  was  aflembled  at 
Frankfort81 : they  blamed  the  fury  of  the  Icono- 
clafts,  but  they  pronounced  a more  fevere  cenfure 
againft  the  fuperftition  of  the  Greeks,  and  the  de- 
crees of  their  pretended  council,  which  was  long 
defpifed  by  the  Barbarians  of  the  Weft14.  Among 
them  the  worfhip  of  images  advanced  with  a filent 
and  infenfible  progrefs ; but  a large  atonement  is 
made  for  their  hefitation  and  delay,  by  the  grofs 
idolatry  of  the  ages  which  precede  the  reforma- 
tion, and  of  the  countries,  both  in  Europe  and 
America,  which  are  ftill  immerfed  in  the  gloom  of 
fuperftition. 

81  The  Libri,Carolim  (Spanheim,  p.  44.3—519.),  compofed  in  the 
palace  or  winter  quarters  of  Charlemagne,  at  Worms,  A.D.  790; 
and  fent  by  Engebert  to  pope  Hadrian  I.  who  anfwered  them  by  a 
grandis  et  verbofa  epiltola  (Concii.  tom.  viii.  p.  1553  ).  The  Caro- 
lines propofe  no  objeftions  againft  the  Nicene  fynod,  and  fuch  words 
as  thefe  are  the  flowers  of  their  rhetoric — dementiam  prifctc  Genti- 

litatis  obfoletum  errorem argumenta  infanilfmia  et  abfur- 

diflima  ....  deriftone  dignas  nxnias,  See.  Sec. 

8t  The  aflemblies  of  Charlemagne  were  political,  as  well  as  eccle- 
fiaftical;  and  the  three  hundred  members  (Nat.  Alexander,  fee.  viii. 
p.  53.)  who  fat  and  voted  at  Frankfort  mult  include  not  only  the 
biihops,  but  the  abbots,  and  even  the  principal  laymen. 

3 4-  Qu_i  fupra  fanftiilima  panes  r.oftri  (epifeopi  et  facerdotes)  om- 
nimodis  fervitium  et  adorationem  imagir.um  renuentes  contcmpferunt, 
atque  confentientes  condemnaverunt  (Concii.  tom.  ix.  p.  101. 
Canon  ii.  Franckfurd).  A polemic  muft  be  hard-hearted  indeed, 
who  does  not  pity  the  efforts  of  Baronins,  Pagi,  Alexander,  Maim- 
bourg,  Sec.  to  elude  this  unlucky  lenience. 

It 
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It  was  after  the  Nicene  fynod,  and  under  the 
reign  of  the  pious  Irene,  that  the  popes  confum- 
inated  the  feparation  of  Rome  and  Italy,  by  the 
tranflation  of  the  empire  to  the  lefs  orthodox 
Charlemagne.  They  were  compelled  tochufe  be- 
tween the  ural  nations : religion  was  not  the  foie 
motive  of  tWeir  choice  ; and  while  they  diffembled 
the  failings  of  their  friends,  they  beheld,  with  re- 
luctance and  fufpicion,  the  Catholic  virtues  of 
their  foes.  The  difference  of  language  and  man- 
ners had  perpetuated  the  enmity  of  the  two  capi- 
tals ; and  they  were  alienated  from  each  other  by 
the  hoftile  oppofition  of  feventy  years.  In  that 
fchifm  the  Romans  had  tailed  of  freedom,  and 
the  popes  of  fovereignty:  their  fubmiffion  would 
have  expofed  them  to  the  revenge  of  a jealous 
tyrant  ■,  and  the  revolution  of  Italy  had  betrayed 
the  impotence,  as  well  as  the  tyranny,  of  the 
Byzantine  court.  The  Greek  emperors  had  re- 
ftored  the  images,  but  they  had  not  reftored  the 
Calabrian  eftates 85  and  the  Illyrian  diocefe 89, 

8?  Theophanes  (p.  343.)  fpecifies  thofe  of  Sicily  and  Calabria, 
which  yielded  an  annual  rent  of  three  talents  and  a half  of  gold  (per- 
haps 7000 1.  fterling).  Liutprand  more  pompotifly  enumerates  the 
patrimonies  of  the  Roman  church  in  Greece,  Judtea,  Perfia,  Mefqpo- 
tamia,  Babylonia,  Egypt,  and  Libya,  which  were  detained  by  the  in- 
jullice  of  the  Greek  emperor  (Legat.  ad  Nicephorum,  in  Script. 
Rerum  Italicarum,  tom.  ii.  parsi.  p.  481.). 

86  The  great  diocefe  of  the  Eaftem  Illyricum,  with  Apulia,  Ca- 
labria, and  Sicily  (Thomafiin,  Difcipline  de  I'Eglife,  tom.  i. 
p.  145.)  : by  the  confeftion  of  the  Greeks,  the  patriarch  of  Conftan- 
tinople  had  detached  from  Rome  the  metropolitans  of  Tlieflfalonica, 
Athens,  Corinth,  Nicopolis,  and  Patiae  (Luc.  Hoiften.  Geograph. 
Sacra,  p.  22.)  ; and  his  fpiritual  conquefts  extended  to  Naples  and 
Amalphi  (Giannone,  Iftoria  Civile  di  Napoli,  tom.  i.  p.  517—524, 
Pagi,  A.  D.  730,  N°  ix.). 

which 
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CHAP,  which  the  Iconoclafts  had  torn  away  from  the 
^ fucceffors  of  St.  Peter;  and  pope  Adrian  threatens, 
them  with  a fitntence  of  excommunication  unlefs 
they  fpeedily  abjure  this  practical  herefy  87.  The 
Greeks  were  now  orthodox,  but  their  religion 
might  be  tainted  by  the  breath  of  the  reigning 
monarch : the  Franks  were  now  contumacious ; 
but  a difcerning  eye  might  difcern  their  approach- 
ing conversion  from  the  ufe,  to  the  adoration,  of 
images.  The  name  of  Charlemagne  was  ftained 
by  the  polemic  acrimony  of  his  fcribes  ; but  the 
conqueror  himfelf  conformed,  with  the  temper  of 
a ftatefman,  to  the  various  pra&ice  of  France  and 
Italy.  In  his  four  pilgrimages  or  vifits  to  the 
Vatican,  he  embraced  the  popes  in  the  commu- 
nion of  friendfhip  and  piety ; knelt  before  the 
tomb,  and  confequently  before  ‘the  image,  of  the 
apoftle;  and  joined,  without  fcruple,  in  all  the 
prayers  and  procefiions  of  the  Roman  liturgy. 
Would  prudence  or  gratitude  allow  the  pontiffs  to 
renounce  their  benefadtor  ? Had  they  a right  to 
alienate  his  gift  of  the  Exarchate  ? Had  they 
power  to  abolifh  his  government  of  Rome  ? The 
title  of  patrician  was  below  the  merit  and  great- 
nefs  of  Charlemagne;  and  it  was  only  by  re- 
viving the  Weftern  empire  that  they  could  pay 

*7  In  hoc  oftenditur,  quia  ex  uno  capitulo  ab  errore  reverfis,  in. 
aliis  duobus,  in  eodtm  (was  it  the  fame?)  permaneant  errore  .... 
de  dioccfi  S.  R.  E.  feu  de  patrimoniis  iterum  increpantes  commo- 
nemus,  ut  C ea  reftituere  noluerit  hereticum  eum  pro  hujufir.odi  errore 
perfevantia  decememus  (Epift.  Hadrian.  Papse  ad  Caroium  Magnum, 
in  Concil.  tom.  viii.  p,  1598.)  ; to  which  he  adds  a reafon,  molt  di- 
reftly  oppofite  to  his  conduft,  that  he  preferred  the  falvation  of  fouls 
and  rule  of  faith  to  the  goods  of  this  tranfitory  world. 

their 
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their  obligations  or  fecure  their  eftablifhment.  By  c H a.p. 
this  decifive  meafure  they  would  finally  eradicate 
tire  claims  of  the  Greeks : from  the  debafement 
of  a provincial  town,  the  majefty  of  Rome  would 
be  reftored  : the  Latin  Chriftians  would  be  united, 
under  a fupreme  head,  in  their  ancient  metro- 
polis ; and  the  conquerors  of  the  Weft  would 
receive  their  crown  from  the  fucceflors  of  St.  Peter. 

The  Roman  church  would  acquire  a zealous  and 
refpeftable  advocate ; and,  under  the  fhadow  of 
the  Carlovingian  power,  the  bifliop  might  exer- 
cife,  with  honour  and  fafety,  the  government  of 
the  city  ®\ 

Before  the  ruin  of  paganifm  in  Rome,  the  com-  Corona- 
petition  for  a wealthy  bifhopric  had  often  been  chade- 
produdlive  of  tumult  and  bloodfhed.  The  peo-  magnea* 

, , r , , 1 emperor  of 

pie  was  lels  numerous*  but  the  times  were  more  Rome  and 

favage,  the  prize  more  important,  and  the  chair 

of  St.  Peter  was  fiercely  difputed  by  the  leading  a.d.  80a, 

ecclefiaftics  who  afpired  to  the  rank  of  fovereign.  Dec‘ 

The  reign  of  Adrian  the  firft  ,s>  furpafies  the  mea- 

; ' • 

88  Fontaiiini  confiders  the  empetors  as  no  more  than  the  advocates 
of  the  church  (ndvocatus  et  defenfor  S.R.  E.  See  Ducange,  GiolT. 
hat.  tom.  i.  p.  97.).  His  antagonill  Muratoti  reduces  the  popes  to 
be  no  more  than  the  exarchs  of  the  emperor.  In  the  more  equitable 
view  of  Molheim  (Inftitut.  Hid.  Ecclef.  p.  264,  265.),  they  held 
Rome  under  the  empire  as  the  molt  honourable  i'pecies  of  fief  or  be- 
nefice— premuntur  nofte  caliginosa! 

3'J  His  merits  and  hopes  are  fummed  up  in  an  epitaph  of  thirty- 
eight  verfes,  of  which  Charlemagne  declares  hiinfelf  the  authoe 
(poncil.  tom.  viii.  p.  5*0.). 

Poll  patrem  lacrymans  Carolus  h«ec  carmina  Icripfi. 

Tu  mini  dulcis  amor,  te  modo  plango  pater  . . . 

Nomina  jungo  fimul  titulis,  clariflime,  noftra 
Adrianus,  Carolus,  rex  ego,  tuque  pater. 

The  jroetry  might  be  fupplied  by  Alcuin ; but  the  tears,  the  moll 
glorious  tribute,  can  only  belong  to  Charlemagne. 

furc 
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fure  of  paft  or  fucceeding  ages 90 ; the  walls  of 
Rome,  the  iacred  patrimony,  the  ruin  of  the 
Lombards,  and  the  friendfhip  of  Charlemagne, 
were  the  trophies  of  his  fame : he  fecretly  edified 
the  throne  of  his  fuccefibrs,  and  difplayed  in  a 
narrow  fpace  the  virtues  of  a great  prince.  His 
memory  was  revered ; but  in  the  next  election,  a 
pried  of  the  Lateran,  Leo  the  third,  was  preferred 
to  the  nephew  and  the  favourite  of  Adrian,  whom 
he  had  promoted  to  the  fird  dignities  of  the 
church.  Their  acquiefcence  or  repentance  dif- 
guifed,  above  four  years,  the  blacked  intention  of 
revenge,  till  the  day  of  a proceffion,  when  a furious 
band  of  confpirators  difperfed  the  unarmed  mul- 
titude, and  afiaulted  with  blows  and  wounds  the 
facred  perfon  of  the  pope.  But  their  enterprife 
on  his  life  or  liberty  was  difappointed,  perhaps  by 
their  own  confufion  and  remorfe.  Leo  was  left 
for  dead  on  the  ground ; on  his  revival  from  the 
fwoon,  the  effedl  of  his  lofs  of  blood,  he  recovered 
his  fpeech  and  fight ; and  this  natural  event  was 
improved  to  the  miraculous  redoration  of  his  eyes 
and  tongue,  of  which  he  had  been  deprived,  twice 
deprived,  by  the  knife  of  the  alfafiins91.  From 


9°  Every  new  pope  is  admonifhed — “ Sanfte  Pater,  non  videbis 
“ an  nos  Petri,”  twenty- five  years.  On  the  whole  feries  the  average 
is  about  eight  years — a fhort  hope  for  an  ambitious  cardinal. 

9*  The  a(Tu ranee  of  Anaftafius  (tom.  iii.  pars  i.  p.  197,  198.)  is 
fupported  by  the  credulity  of  fome  French  annalifts;  but  Eginhard, 
and  other  writers  of  the  fame  age,  are  more  natural  and  fincere, 
“ Unus  ei  occulus  paullulum  eft  laefus,”  fays  John  the  deacon  of 
Naples  (Vit.  Epifcop.  Napol.  in  Scriptorcs  Muratori,  tom.  i.  pars  ii. 
p.  312.).  Theodulphus,  a contemporary  billiop  of  Orleans,  obferves 
with  prudence  (I.  iii.  carm.  3.), 

Reddita  l'unt  ? mirum  eft : mirum  eft  auferre  nequifle. 

Eft  tamen  in  dubio,  hinc  mirer  aut  inde  ma&is. 

his 
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his  prifon,  he  efcaped  to  the  Vatican;  the  duke  c^^p- 
of  Spoleto  haftened  to  his  refcue,  Charlemagne  . ' - — > 
fympathifed  in  his  injury,  and  in  his  camp  of  Pa- 
derborn  in  Weftphalia,  accepted  or  folicited  a 
vifit  from  the  Roman  pontiff".  Leo  repafled  the 
Alps  with  a commiflion  of  counts  and  bifhops, 
the  guards  of  his  fafety  and  the  judges  of  his  in- 
nocence; and  it  was  not  without  reluctance,  that 
the  conqueror  of  the  Saxons  delayed  till  the  en- 
fuing  year  the  perfonal  difcharge  of  this  pious 
office.  In  his  fourth  and  laft  pilgrimage,  he  was 
received  at  Rome  with  the  due  honours  of  king 
and  patrician  : Leo  was  permitted  to  purge  him- 
felf  by  oath  of  the  crimes  imputed  to  his  charge  : 
his  enemies  were  filenced,  and  the  facrilegious  at- 
tempt againft  his  life  was  punifhed  by  the  mild 
and  infufficient  penalty  of  exile.  On  the  feftival 
of  Chriftmas,  the  laft  year  of  the  eighth  century, 
Charlemagne  appeared  in  the  church  of  St.  Peter ; 
and,  to  gratify  the  vanity  of  Rome,  he  had  ex- 
changed the  fimple  drefs  of  his  country  for  the 
habit  of  a patrician91.  After  the  celebration  of 
the  holy  myfteries,  Leo  fuddenly  placed  a pre- 
cious crown  on  his  head93,  and  the  dome  re- 


9*  Twice,  at  the  requeft  of  Hadrian  and  Leo,  he  appeared  at  Rome 
— longa  tunica  et  chlamyde  amiflus,  et  calceamentis  quoque  Ro- 
mano more  formatis.  Eginhard  (c.  xxiii.  p.  109— 1 13.)  defcribes, 
like  Suetonius,  the  fimplicity  of  his  drefs,  fo  popular  in  the  nation, 
that  when  Charles  the  Bald  returned  to  France  in  a foreign  habit,  the. 
patriotic  dogs  barked  at  the  apoftate  (Gail lard.  Vie  de  Charlemagne, 
tom.  iv.  p.  109.). 

9t  See  Analtafius  (p.  199.)  and  Eginhard  (c.  xxviii.  p.  124— 
128.).  The  unflion  is  mentioned  by  Theophanes  (p.  399.),  the 
oath  by  Sigonius  (from  the  Ordo  Romanus),  and  the  pope’s  adora- 
tion more  antiquorum  principum,  by  the  Annales  Bcrtiniani  (Script. 
Murator.  tom.  ii.  pars  ii.  p,  505.), 

4 founded 
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chap,  founded  with  the  acclamations  of  the  people* 
v _ ' i “ Long  life  and  vidtory  to  Charles,  the  mod 
tc  pious  Auguftus,  crowned  by  God  the  great  and 
“ pacific  emperor  of  the  Romans !”  The  head 
and  body  of  Charlemagne  were  confecrated  by 
the  royal  unftion  : after  the  example  of  the  Cse- 
fars,  he  was  faluted  or  adored  by  the  pontiff;  his 
coronation  oath  reprefents  a promife  to  maintain 
the  faith  and  privileges  of  the  church  ; and  the 
firft  fruits  were  paid  in  his  rich  offerings  to  the 
ftirine  of  the  apoftle.  In  his  familiar  converfa- 
tion,  the  emperor  protefted  his  ignorance  of  the 
intentions  of  Leo,  which  he  would  have  difap- 
pointed  by  his  ablence  on  that  memorable  day. 
But  the  preparations  of  the  ceremony  muff  have 
difclofed  the  fecret ; and  the  journey  of  Charle- 
magne reveals  his  knowledge  and  expe&ation ; he 
had  acknowledged  that  the  Imperial  title  was  the 
obje£t  of  his  ambition,  and  a Roman  fynod  had 
pronounced,  that  it  was  the  only  adequate  reward 
of  his  merit  and  fervices 9*. 

Reign  and  The  appellation  of  great  has  been  often  be- 
of^Owrie-  ft°wed  and  fometimes  deferved,  but  Charle- 
"'a" d MAGNE  *s  only  prince  in  whofe  favour  the 
768—8/+.  title  has  been  indiffolubly  blended  with  the  name. 

94-  This  great  event  of  the  tranflatfon  or  reftoration  of  the  empire, 
is  related  and  difeuffed  1 y Natalis  Alexander  (fecitl.  ix.  dilTert.  i. 
p.  390 — 397.),  Pagi  (tom.  iii.  p.  418.),  Muratori  (Annali  d’ltalia, 
tom.  vi.  p.  339—  352.),  Sigonius  (de  Regno  Italia:,  1.  iv.  Opp. 
tom.  ii.  p.  247  — 251.),  Spanheim  (de  fifli  Tranflatrone  Imperii), 
Giannone  (tom.  i.  p.  395 — 405.),  St.  Marc  (Abrege  Chronolo- 
gique,  tom.i.  p.  438—450.),  Gaillard  (Hift.  de  Charlemagne,  tom.ii. 
p.  386—446.).  Altnoli  all  thefe  moderns  have  fome  religious  or  na- 
' tional  bias. 

I That 
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hat  name,  with  the  addition  of  faint , is  inferted 
in  the  Roman  calendar ; and  the  faint,  by  a rare  . “ ' f 

felicity,  is  crowned  with  the  praifes  of  the  hifbo- 
rians  and  philofophers  of  an  enlightened  age®*. 

His  real  merit  is  doubtlefs  enhanced  by  the  bar- 
barifm  of  the  nation  and  the  times  from  which  he 
emerged : but  the  apparent  magnitude  of  an  ob- 
je£t  is  likewife  enlarged  by  an  unequal  compa- 
rifon ; and  the  ruins  of  Palmyra  derive  a cafual 
fplendour  from  the  nakednefs  of  the  furrounding 
defert.  Without  injuftice  to  his  fame,  I may 
difcern  fome  blemilhes  in  the  fan&ity  and  great- 
nefs  of  the  reftorer  of  the  Weftern  empire.  Of. 
his  moral  virtues,  chaftity  is  not  the  moll  con- 
Ipicuous  9‘ : but  the  public  happinefs  could  not 
be  materially  injured  by  his  nine  wives  or  con- 
cubines, the  various  indulgence  of  meaner  or 
more  tranfient  amours,  the  multitude  of  his 
baftards  whom  he  bellowed  on  the  church,  and 
the  long  celibacy  and  licentious  manners  of  his 


9S  By  Mably  (Obfervations  fur  l'Hiftoire  de  France),  Voltaire 
(Hiftoire  Generale),  Robertfon  (Hiftory  of  Charles  V.),  and  Mont- 
efquieu  (Efprit  de$  Loix,  1.  xxxi.  c.  18. ).  In  the  year  1781,  M. 
Gaillard  publifhc-d  his  Hiftoire  de  Charlemagne  (in  4.  vols.  in  ismo), 
■which  I have  freely  and  profitably  ufed.  The  author  is  a man  of 
£enfe  and  humanity  ; and  his  work,  is  laboured  with  induftry  and  ele- 
gance. But  I have  likewife  examined  the  original  monuments  of  the 
reigns  of  Pepin  and  Charlemagne,  in  the  Vth  volume  of  the  Hiftorians 
of  France. 

> 1 ...  I 

The  vifion  of  Weltin,  compofed  by  a monk,  eleven  years  after  the 
death  of  Charlemagne,  thews  him  in  purgatory,  with  a vulture,  who 
is  perpetually  gnawing  the  guilty  member,  whileuhe  reft  of  his  body, 
the  emblem  of  his  virtues,  is  found  and  perfect  (fee  Gaillard,  tom.  ii. 
p.  317  — 360.). 

daughters. 
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CHAP,  daughters97,  whom  the  father  was  fufpe&ed  of 
_ L loving  with  too  fond  a paflion.  I fhall  be  fcarcely 
permitted  to  accufe  the  ambition  of  a conqueror ; 
but  in  a day  of  equal  retribution,  the  fons  of  his 
brother  Carloman,  the  Merovingian  princes  of 
Aquitain,  and  the  four  thoufand  five  hundred 
Saxons  who  were  beheaded  on  the  fame  fpot, 
would  have  fomething  to  allege  againft  the  juftice 
and  humanity  of  Charlemagne.  His  treatment 
of  the  vanquifhed  Saxons58  was  an  abufe  of  the 
right  of  conqueft ; his  laws  were  not  lefs  fan- 
guinary  than  his  arms,  and  in  the  difcufiion  of 
his  motives,  whatever  is  fubftracted  from  bigotry 
mud  be  imputed  to  temper.  The  fedentary 
reader  is  amazed  by  his  inceflant  a&ivity  of  mind 
and  body ; and  his  fubjetts  and  enemies  were  not 
lefs  aftonilhed  af  his  fudden  prefence,  at  the  mo- 
ment when  they  believed  him  at  the  moll  diftant 
extremity  of  the  empire ; neither  peace  nor  war, 
nor  fummer  nor  winter,  were  a feafon  of  repofe; 
and  our  fancy  cannot  eafily  reconcile  the  annals  of 
his  reign  with  the  geography  of  his  expeditions. 


97  The  marriage  of  Eginhard  with  Imma,  daughter  of  Charle- 
rrmgr.e,  is,  in  my  opinion,  fufficiently  refuted  by  the  proLrum  and  fufpi - 
£/'*  that  fullied  thefe  fair  damfels,  without  excepting  his  own  wife 
(c.xix.  p.  9S  — 100.  cum  No:is  Schminckc).  The  huiband  mult  have 
been  too  ftrong  for  the  hiftorian. 

Befides  the  mairacres  and  tranfmigrations,  the  pain  of  death 
was  pronounced  againft  the  following  crimes:  i.The  refufal  of 
baptifm.  a.  The  fall'e  pretence  of  baptifm.  3.  A relapfe  to 
idolatry.  4.  The  murder  of  a pried  or  bifhop.  3.  Human  fa- 
crifices.  6.  Eating  meat  in  Lent.  But  every  crime  might  be  ex- 
piated by  baptifm  or  penance  (Gaillard,  tom.  ii.  p.  141— 147.) : and 
the  Chriftian  Saxons  became  the  friends  and  equals  of  the  Franks 
(Struv,  Corpus  Hilt.  Gertnanicx,  p.  133-). 
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But  this  activity  was  a national  rather  than  a per-  ^p* 
fonal  virtue  j the  vagrant  life  of  a Frank  was  y.  — ^1/ 
fpent  in  the  chafe,  in  pilgrimage,  in  military  ad- 
ventures ; and  the  journies  of  Charlemagne  were 
diftinguifhed  only  by  a mote  numerous  train  and- 
* a more  important  purpofe.  His  military  renown 
muft  be  tried  by  the  fcrutiny  of  his  troops,  his 
enemies,  and  his  aftions.  Alexander  conquered 
with  the  arms  of  Philip,  but  the  two  heroes  who 
preceded  Charlemagne,  bequeathed  him  their 
- name,  their  examples,  and  the  companions  of 
. their  victories.  At  the  head  of  his  veteran  and 
fuperior  armies,  he  oppreffed  the  favage-  or  de- 
generate nations,  who  were  incapably  of  confe- 
derating for  their  common  fafety : nor  did  he  ever 
encounter  an  equal  antagonift  in  numbers,  in  dis- 
cipline, or  in  arms.  The  fcience  of  war  has  been 
loft  and  revived  with  the  arts  of  peace;  but  his 
campaigns  are  not  illuftrated  by  any  fiege  or 
battle,  of  Angular  difficulty  and  fuccefs ; and  he 
might  behold,  with  envy,  the  Saracen  trophies  of 
his  grandfather.  After  his  Spaniffi  expedition,  his 
rear-guard  was  defeated  in  the  Pyrensean  moun- 
tains ; and  the  foldiers,  whofe  fituation  was  irre- 
trievable and  whofe  valour  was  ufelefs,  might  ac- 
cufe,  with  their  laft  breath,  xhe  want  of  fkill  or 
caution  of  their  general".  I touch  with  re- 
verence the  laws  of  Charlemagne,  fo  highly  ap- 
< ■ ' . 

99  In  this  aft  ion  the  famous  Rutland,  Rolando,  Orlando,  was 
llain — cum  compluribus  aliis.  See  the  truth  in  Eginhard  (c.  9.  p.  51 
— 46.);  and  tlje  fable  in  an  ingenious  Supplement  of  M.  Gaiilard 
(tom.  iH,  p.  47+. ).  The  Spaniards  are  too  psoud  of  a viflory,  which 
tiiftory  afcribes  to  the  Gafcons,  and  romance  to  the  Saracens. 

Vot.  IX.  V N . plauded  ' 
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plauded  by  a refpectable  judge.  They  compcrfc 
not  a fyftem,  but  a feries,  of  occaffonal  and  mi- 
nute edidts,  for  the  corredtion  of  abufes,  the  re- 
formation of  manners,  the  oeconomy  of  his  farms, 
the  care  of  his  pouljjy,  and  even, the  fale  of  his 
eggs.  He  wifhed  to  improve  the  laws  and  the  ■ 
charadber  of  the  Franks;  and  his  attempts,  how- 
ever feeble  and  imperfedt,  are  deferving  of  praife  t 
the  inveterate  evils  of  the  times  were  fufpended  or 
mollified  by  his  government  ,0° ; but  in  his  infti- 
tutions  I can  feldom  difcover  the  general  views 
and  the  immortal  fpirit  of  a legiflator,  who  fur- 
vives  himfelf  for  the  benefit  of  pofterity.  The 
union  and  {lability  of  his  empire  depended  on 
the  life  of  a fingle  man : he  imitated  the  dan- 
gerous pradlice  of  dividing  his  kingdoms  among 
his  ions;  and,  after  his  numerous -diets,  the  whole 
conftitution  was  left  to  fludluate  between  the  dif- 
orders  of  anarchy  and  defpotifm.  His  efteem  fof 
the  piety  and  knowledge  of  the  clergy  tempted 
him  to  entruft  that  afpiring  brder  with  temporal 
dominion  and  civil  jurifdidlion ; and  his  fon  Lewis, 
when  he  was  dripped  and  degraded  by  the  biftiops, 
might  accufe,  in  fome  meafure,  the  imprudence 
of  his  father.  His  laws  enforced  the  impofition 
of  tithes,  becaule  the  demons  had  proclaimed  in 
the  air  that  the  default  of  payment  had  been  the 
caufe  of  the  laft  fcarcity The  literary  merits 
• . . of 

IK  yet  Schmidt,  from  the  heft  authorities,  repreftnts  the  interior 
di forders  and  opprcilion  of  his  reign  ( Hilt,  des  Allemands,  tom.  ii. 

p.  4-5~49-)*  . . . 

101  Omnis  homo  ex  fun  proprietate  legitimam  decimam  ad  ec- 
defiam  conferat.  Experiment  cniru  didiciinus,  in  anno,  quo  ilia 

valid* 
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of  Charlemagne  are  atteded  by  the  foundation  of  c H A P.  ? 

o J XLIX. 

fchools,  the  introduXion  of  arts,  the  works  which  j 

were  publifhed  in  his  name,  and  his  familiar  con- 
nexion with  the  fubjeXs  and  ftrangers  whom  he 
invited  to  his  court  to  educate  both  the  prince 
and  people.  Ilis  own  ftudies  were  tardy,  la- 
borious, and  imperfeX;  if  he  fpoke  Latin,  and 
underftood  Greek,  he  derived  the  rudiments  of 
knowledge  from  to>nverfation,  rather  than  from 
books ; and,,  in  his  mature  age,  the  emperor 
drove  to  acquire  the  praXice  of  writing,  which 
every  peafant  now  learns  in  his  infancy'01.  The 
grammar  and  logic,  the  mufic  and  adronomy,  of 
the  times,  were  only  cultivated  as  the  handmaids 
of  fuperftition  j but  the  curiofity  of  the  human 
mind  mud  ultimately  tend  to  its  improvement, 
arid  the  encouragement  of  learning  refleXs  the 
pureft  and  mod  pleafing  ludre  on  the  charaXer  of 
Charlemagne  ,0\  The  dignity  of  his  perfon ,0+, 

the 

valida  fames  irrepfit,  ebullire  vacuas  annonas  a dsemonibus  devoratas, 
et  voces  exprobationis  auditas.  Such  is  the  decree  and  affection  of 
the  great  Council  of  Franckfort  (canon  xxv.  tom.  ix.  p.  105.). 

- Both  St-hlen  (Hilt,  of  Tithes  ; Works,  vol.  iii.  part  ii.  p.  114.6  ) 
and  Montelquieu  (Efprit  des  Loix,  1.  xxxi.  c.  i».)  reprcfent  Charle- 
magne as  the  firlt  Ugal  author  of  tithes.  Such  obligations  have  coun- 
try gentlemen  to  his  memory  1 

101  Eginhard  (c.  15.  p.  119.)  clearly  affirms,  tentabat  et  fcri- 
bere  ....  led  parum  prolpere  fucceffit  labor  prsepofterus  et  fero  ia- 
choatus.  The  moderns  have  perverted  and  .corrected  this  obvious 
meaning,  end  the  title  of  M.  Gaillard’s  Differtation  (tom.  iii.  p.  247 
— 16 o.)  betrays  his  partiality. 

,0!  See  Gaillard,  tom.  iii.  p.  138—176.  aud  Schmidt,  tom.  ii. 
p.  111—119. 

,0*  M.  Gaillard  (tom.  iii.  p.  371.)  fixes  the  true  ftature  of  Char- 
lemagne (fee  a Differtation  of  Marquard  Freher  ad  ealcem  Eginhart. 
p.  no,  kc.)  at  five  feet  nine  inches  of  French,  about  fix  feet  one 

N % inch 
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C liAP'  t^ic  ^en6t^1  °f  re*gnJ  profperity  of  hi£ 

. ._'t  1 ' f arms,  the  vigour  of  his  government,  and  the  re- 
verence of  diftant  nations,  diftinguifh  him  from 
the  royal  crowd ; and  Europe  dates  a new  aera 
from  his  reftoration  of  the  Weftern  empire. 

Fxrent  of  That  empire  was  not  unworthy  of  its  title  ,os  j 
his  empire  and  fome  of  the  faireft  kingdoms  of  Europe  were 
the  patrimony  or  conqueft  of  a prince,  who  reign- 
ed at  the  fame  time  in  France,  Spain,  Italy,  Ger- 
many, and  Hungary  ,06.  I.  The  Roman  pro- 
vince of  Gaul  had  been  transformed  into  the  name 
and  monarchy  of  France;  but,  in  the  decay  of 
the  Merovingian  line,  its  limits  were  contracted 
by  the  independence  of  the  Britons  and  the  revolt 
of  Aquitain.  Charlemagne  purfued,  and  confined, 
the  Britons  on  the  fhores  of  the  ocean  ; and  that 
ferocious  tribe,  whofe  origin  and  language  are  fo 
different  from  the  French,  was  chaftifed  by  the 
knpofidon  of  tribute,  hoftages,  and  peace.  After 
a long  and  evafive  contefl,  the  rebellion  of  the  . 

inch  and  a fouith  Englifh  meafure.  The  romance  writers  have  in- 
creafed  it  to  eight  feet,  and  the  giant  was  endowed  with  matchlefs 
ftrengih  and  appetite : at  a tingle  ftroke  of  his  good  fword  Jeytuft,  he 
cut  alunder  an  horfeman  and  his  horfe  ; at  a fingle  rep  sit  hcdevoured 
agoofe,  two  fowls,  a quarter  of  mutton,  &c.  • , , • .• 

,0F  See  the  concife,  but  correfl  and  original,  work  of  d’Anville 
(Etats  formes  cn  Europe  apies  la  Chute  de  l’Empire  Romain  en 
Occident,  Paris,  1771,  in  4.'0),  whofe  map  includes  the  empire  of 
Charlemagne;  the  different  parts  arc  illultrated,  by  Valefius  (No- 
tilia  Galliarum)  for  France,  JJeretti  (DifTertntio  Chorograpliica) 
(or  Italy,  De  Marca  (Marca  Hifpanica)  for  Spain,  For  the  middle 
geography  ot  Germany,  I confel's  myftrlf  poor  and  deftitute. 

ioS  After  a brief  relation  of  his  wars  and  eonquefts  (Vit.  Carol., 
e.  5 — 14.),  Eginhard  recapitulates,  iit  a few  words  (c.  is.),  the 
countries  fubjefl  to  his  empire.  Struvius  (Corpus  Hift.  German, 
p,  118  — 143.)  has  infilled  in  his  Notes  the  texts  of  the  old 
Chronicles. 

dukes 
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dukes  of  Aquitain  was  punifhed  by  the  forfeiture  of  ® H A P. 
their  province,  their  liberty,  and  their  lives.  Harfh  y 
and  rigorous  would  have  been  fuch  treatment  of 
ambitious  governors,  who  had  too  faithfully  copied 
the  mayors  of  the  palace.  But  a recent  difcovery  ,0T 
has  proved  that  thefe  unhappy  princes  were  the  lad 
and  lawful  heirs  of  the  blood  and  fceptre  of  Clovis, 
a younger  branch,  from  the  brother  of  Dagobert, 
of  the  Merovingian  houfe.  Their  ancient  king- 
dom was  reduced  to  the  dutchy  of  Gafcogne,  to 
the  counties  of  Fefenzac  and  Armagnac,  at  the 
foot  of  the  Pyrenees  : their  race  was  propagated  till 
the  beginning  of  the  fixteenth  century  ; and,  after 
furviving  their  Carlovingian  tyrants,  they  were  re  - 
ferved  to  feel  the  injuftice,  or  the  favours,  of  a 
third  dynafty.  By  the  re- union  of  Aquitain, 

France  was  enlarged  to  its  prefent  boundaries,  with 
the  additions  of  the  Netherlands  and  Spain,  as  far 
as  the  Rhine.  II.  The  Saracens  had  been  expelled  Spain, 
from  France  by  the  grandfather  and  father  of, 
Charlemagne  > but  they  dill  poflefled  the  greateft 
part  of  SpAito,  from  the  rock  of  Gibraltar  to  the 
Pyrenees.  Amidft  their  civil  divisions,  an  Arabian 
emir  of  Saragofla  implored  his  protection  in  the 
diet  of  Paderborn.  Charlemagne  undertook  the 
expedition,  reftored  the  emir,  and,  without  dif- 

j 

T°7  Of  a charter  granted  to  the  monaftery  of  Alaon  (A.  D.  845) 
by  Charles  the  Bald,  which  deduces  this, royal  pedigree.  I doubt 
whether  foine  fubfequent  links  of  the  ixth  and  xt)l  centuries  are  equally 
firm  ; yet  the  whole  is  approved  and  defended  by  M.  Gaillard  (tom. 
ii.  p.  60—81.  203 — 2c6.),  who  affirms,  that  the  family  of  Montef- 
quiou  (not  of  the  prefulent  de  Montefquieu)  is  dafcended  in  the  fe- 
male line,  from  Clotake  and  Clovis— an  innocent  pretenfion  ! 

N 3 tin&iom 
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CxlixP*  tin<^10n  impartially  crufhed  the  refiftance 

* . of  the  Chriftians,  and  rewarded  the  obedience  and 

fervice  of  the  Mahometans.  In  his  ablence  he 
inftituted  the  Spanijh  march ,os,  which  extended 
from  the  Pyrenees  to  the  river  Ebro : Barcelona 
was  the  refidence  of  the  French  governor  : he  pof- 
fefied  the  counties  of  Ron  fill  on  and  Catalonia ; and 
the  infant  kingdoms  of  Navarre  and  Arragon  were 
fubjeft  to  his  jurifdidtion.  III.  As  king  of  the 
Lombards,  and  patrician  of  Rome,  he  reigned 
over  the  greateft  part  of  Italy109,  a traft  of  a 
thoufand  miles  from  the  Alps  to  the  borders  of 
Calabria.  The  dutchy  of  Beneventum,  a Lombard 
fief,  had  fpread,  at  the  expence  of  the  Greeks,  over 
the  modern  kingdom  of  Naples.  But  Arrechis, 
the  reigning  duke,  refufed  to  be  included  in  the 
flavery  of  his  country ; afiumed  the  independent 
title  of  prince;  and  oppofed  his  fword  to  the  Car- 
lovingian  monarchy.  His  defence  was  firm,  his 
fubmiffion  was  not  inglorious,  and  the  emperor 
was  content  with  an  eafy  tribute,  the  demolition  of 
his  fortrefies,  and  the  acknowledgment,  on  his 
coins,  of  a fupreme  lord.  The  artful  flattery  of 
his  fon  Grimoald  added  the  appellation  of  father, 
but  he  afierted  his  dignity  with  prudence,  and  Be- 

toS  The  governors  or  counts  of  the  Spanifh  march  revolted  from 
Charles  the  Simple  about  the  year  900 ; and  a poor  pittance,  the 
Roufillon,  has  been  recovered  in  164.1  by  the  kings  of  France  (Longue- 
rue,  Defcription  de  la  France,  tom.  i.  p.  210 — 222.).  Yet  the 
Roufillon  contains  188,900  fubjefls,  and  annually  pays  2,600,000. 
livres  (Necker,  Adminiftration  des  Finances,  tom.  i.  p.  278,  279-)  ^ 
more  people,  perhaps,  and  doubtlefs  more  money,  than  the  march 
$f  Charlemagne. 

•°9  Schmidt,  Hift.  des  Allemapds,  tom.  ii,  p.  200,  See. 
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, neventnminfenfiblyefcapedfromthe  French  yoke”3.  CJ[AP' 

IV.  Charlemagne  was  the  firft  who  united  Germany  — v 

under  the  fame  fceptre.  The  name  of  Oriental  Ge‘'man>'» 
France  is  preferved  in  the  circle  of  Franconia ; 
and. the  people  of  Hejfe  and  Thuringia  were  recent- 
ly incorporated  with  the  vi&ors,  by  the  conformity 
of  religion  and  government.  The  Alemanni,  fo* 
formidable  to  the  Romans,  were  the  faithful  vaflals 
and  confederates  of  the  Franks ; and  their  country 
was  infcribed  within  the  modern  limits  of  Alface , 

Swabia , and  Switzerland.  The  Bavarians > with 
a fimilar  indulgence  of  their  laws  and  manners, 
were  lefs  patient  of  a matter : the  repeated  treafons 
of  Tafillo  juftified  the  abolition  of  their  hereditary 
dukes ; and  their  power  was  fhared  among  the 
counts,  who  judged  and  guarded  that  important 
frontier.  But  the  north  of  Germany,  from  the 
Rhine  and  beyond  the  Elbe,  was  {till  hoftile  and  Pa- 
gan ; nor  was  it  till  after  a war  of  thirty- three  years 
that  the  Saxons  bowed  under  the  yoke  Chrift  and 
of  Charlemagne.  The  idols  and  their  votaries  were 
extirpated  : the  foundation  of  eight  bifhoprics,  of 
Munfter,  Ofnaburgh,  Paderborn,  and  linden, 
of  Bremen,  Verden,  Hildefheim,  and  Hal'oerftadt, 
define,  on  either  fide  of  the  Wefer,  the  bounds  of 
ancient  Saxony  ; thefe  epifcopal  feats  were  the  firfl 
fchools  and  cities  of  that  favage  land  ; and  the  re- 
ligion and  humanity  of  the  children  atoned,  in  fome 
degree,  for  the  maflacre  of  the  parents.  Beyond 
the  Elbe,  the  Slavi,  or  Sclavonians,  of  fimilar 
manners  and  various  denominations,  overfpread 

1,0  See  Giannone,  tom.  i.  p.  374,  375.  and  the  Amials  of  Mu- 
Rtori.  , 

. • N 4 • the 
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chap,  the  modern  dominions  of  Pruflia,  Poland,  and 
\_J  r ' y Bohemia,  and  fome  tranfient  marks  of  obedience 
have  tempted  the  French  hiftorian  to  extend  the 
empire  to  the  Baltic  and  the  Viftula.  The  con- 
quefl:  or  converfion  of  thofe  countries  is  of  a rrpre 
recent  age ; but  the  firft  union  of  Bohemia  with 
the  Germanic  body  may  be  juftly  aferibed  to  the 
Hungary,  arms  of  Charlemagne.  V.  He  retaliated  on  the 
Avars,  or  Huns  of  Pannonia,  the  fame  calamities 
which  they  had  inflidted  on  the  nations.  Their 
rings,  the  wooden  fortifications  which  encircled 
their  diftrifts  and  villages,  were  broken  down  by 
the  triple  effort  of  a French  army,  that  was  pour- 
. ' . . ed  into  their  country  by  land  and  water,  through 
the  Carpathian  mountains  and  along  the  plain  of 
• the  Danube.  After  a bloody  conflidt  of  eight 
years,  the  • lofs  of  fome  French  generals  was 
avenged  by  the  (laughter  of  the  mod  noble  Huns: 
the:  relics  of  the  nation  fubmitted  : the  royal  re- 
fidence  ' of  the  chagan  was  left  defolate  and  un- 
known ; and  the  treafures,  the  rapine  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  years,  enriched  the  vidtorious 
troops,  or  decorated  the  churches  of  Italy  and 
Gaul  ***.  After  the  reduction  of  Pannonia,  the 
empire  of  Charlemagne  was  bounded  only  by  the 
conflux  of  the  Danube  with  the  Teyfs  and  the 
Save : the  provinces  of  Iftria,  Liburnia,  and  Dal- 


1,1  Quot  praelia  in  eo  gefta  ! quantum  fanguinis  effufum  fit  I 
Teftatur  vacua  outni  habitat ione  Pannonia,  et  locus  in  quo  regia 
Cagaui  fuit  ita  defertus,  ut  ne  veftigium  quidem  humante  habita- 
tionis  appareat.  Tota  in  hoc  bello  Hunnorum  nobilitas  periit,  tota 
gloria  decidit,  omnts  pecunta  et  congetti  ex  longo  tempore  thefauri 
direpti  Aint. 
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matia,  were  an  eafy,  though  unprofitable,  accef-  C^I^I>. 
fion } and  it  was  an  efFeft  of  his  moderation,  that  j 

he  left  the  maritime  cities  und£r  the  real  or  nomi- 
nal lovereignty  of  the  Greeks.  But  thefe  diftant 
pofieffions  added  more  to  the  reputation  than  to  the 
power  of  the  Latin  emperor;  nor  did  he  rifk  any 
ecclefiaftical  foundations  to  reclaim  the  Barbarians 
from  their  vagrant  life  and  idolatrous  worflup. 

Some  canals  of  communication  between  the  rivers, 
the  Saone  and  the  Meufe,  the  Rhine  and  the 
Danube,  were  faintly  attempted"1.  Their  exe- 
cution would  have  vivified  the  empire ; and  more 
coft  and  labour  were  often  wafted  in  the  ftrutfture 
of  a cathedral. 

If  we  retrace  the  outlines  of  this  geographical  His  neigh, 
picture,  it  will  be  fee n that  the  empire  of  the 
Franks  extended,  between  eaft  and  weft,  from  the 
Ebro  to  the  Elbe  or  V iftula ; between  the  north 
and  fouth,  from  the  dutchy  of  Beneventum  to  the 
river  Eyder,  the  perpetual  boundary  of  Germany 
and  Denmark.  The  perfonal  and  political  im- 
portance of  Charlemagne  was  magnified  by  the 
diftrefs  and  divifion  of  the  reft  of  Europe.  The 
iflands  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  were  difputed 
by  a crowd  of  princes  of  Saxon  or  Scottilh  origin  i 
and,  after  the  lofs  of  Spain,  the  Chriftian  and  Go- 

1,1  The  junftion  of  the  Rhine  and  Danube  was  undertaken  only 
for  the  fervice  of  the  Pannonian  war  (Gailiard,  Vie  de  Charlemagne, 
tom.  ii.  p.  311 — 3 1 5?) . The  canal,  which  would  have  been  only  , 
two  leagues  in  length,  and  of  which  feme  traces  are  dill  extant  in 
Swabia,  was  interrupted  by  exceflive  rains,  military  avocations,  and 
fuperftitious  fears  (Schaepdin,  Hid.  de  l'Academie  des  Inicriptions, 
tom.  xviii.  p,  256,  Molimina  fiuvioium,  &c.  jungendorum,  p. 

J9-6*.). 
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txux'P"  £kic  kingdom  of  Alphonfo  the  Chafte,  was  con- 
w-y— > fined  to  the  narrow  range  of  the  Afturian  moun- 
tains. Thefe  petty  fovereigns  revered  the  power 
or  virtue  of  the  Carlo vingian  monarch,  implored 
the  honour  and  fupport  of  his  alliance,  and  ftyled 
him  their  common  parent,  the  foie  and  fupreme 
emperor  of  the  Welt  “3.  He  maintained  a more 
equal  intercourfe  with  the  caliph  Harun  al  Ra- 
Ihid  ,,+,  whofe  dominion  ftretched  from  Africa  to 
India,  and  accepted  from  his  ambafiadors  a tent, 
a water- clock,  an  elephant,  and  the  keys  of  the 
holy  fepulchre.  It  is  not  eafy  to  conceive  the 
private  friendfhip  of  a Frank  and  an  Arab,  who 
were  ftrangers  to  each  other’s  perfon,  and  language, 
and  religion  : but  their  public  correfpondence  was 
founded  on  vanity,  and  their  remote  fituation  left 
no  room  for  a competition  of  intereft.  Two- 
thirds  of  the  W.eftern  empire  of  Rome  were  fubjecl 
• to  Charlemagne,  and  the  deficiency  was  amply 
fupplied  by  his  command  of  the  inaccefiible  or 
invincible  nations  of  Germany.  But  in  the  choice 
of  his  enemies,  we  may  be  reafonably  furprifcd  ' 
that  he  fo  often  preferred  the  poverty  of  the  north 
to  the  riches  of  the  fouth.  The  three -and -thirty 
campaigns  laborioufly  confumed  in  the  woods  and 
morafles  of  Germany,  would  have  fufficed  to  afifert 

*U  See  Eginhard,  e.  16.  an*l  Gaillard,  tom.  ii.  p.  361—385. 
who  mentions,  with  a loofe  reference,  the  intercourfe  of  Charle- 
magne and  Egbert,  the  emperor’s  gift  of  his  'own  fword,  and  tbe 
niodeft  anfwer  of  his  Saxon  difciple.  The  anecdote,  if  genuine,  would 
have  adorned  our  Englifli  hiltories.  » 

"*  The  correfpondence  is  mentioned  only  in  the  French  annals, 
and  the  Orientals  are  ignorant  of  the  caliph's  friendfhip  for  the  Ckrifi- 
iar.  dor — a polite  appellation,  which  Harun  bellows  on  the  emperor 
of  the  Greeks. 
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the  amplitude  of  his  title  by  the  expulfion  of  the  CxffxP' 
Greeks  from  Italy  and  the  Saracens  from  Spain,  v — 
The  weaknefs  of  the  Greeks  would  have  enfured 
an  eafy  victory ; and  the  holy  crufade  againft  the 
Saracens  would  have  been  prompted  by  glory  and 
revenge,  and  loudly  juftified  by  religion  and  policy. 

Perhaps,  in  his  expeditions  beyond  the  Rhine  and 
the  Elbe,  he  afpired  to  fave  his  monarchy  from 
the  fate  of  the  Roman  empire,  to  difarm  the  ene- 
mies of  civilized  fociety,  and  to  eradicate  the  feed 
of  future  emigrations.  But  it  lias  been  wifely  ob- 
ferved,  that  in  a light  of  precaution,  all  conqueft 
muft  be  ineffectual,  unlefs  it  could  be  univerfal ; 
fince  the  increafing  circle  muft  be  involved  in  a - 
larger  fphere  of  hoftility  ,,f.  The  fubjugation  of 
Germany  withdrew  the  veil  which  had  fo*long  con- 
cealed the  continent  or  fflands  of  Scandinavia  from 
the  knowledge  of  Europe,  and  awakened  the  tor- 
pid courage  of  their  barbarous  natives.  ‘ The 
fierceft  of  the  Saxon  idolaters  efcaped  from  the 
Chriftian  tyrant  to  their  brethren  of  the  north  ; the 
Ocean  and  Mediterranean  were  covered  with  their 
piratical  fleets ; and  Charlemagne  beheld  with  a 
figh  the  deftruCUve  progrefs  of  the  Normans,  ivho, 
in  lefs  than  feventy  years,  precipitated  the  fail  of 
his  race  and  monarchy. 

Had  the  pope  and  the  Romans  revived  the  pri-  rue- 
mitive  conftitution,  the  titles  of  emperor  and  a.d. 
■dtuguftus  \yere  conferred  on  Charlemage  for  the 

,,5  Gaillard,  tom.  ii.  p.  j5t  — 365.  4.71 — 47C.  49X.  I have 
borrowed  his  judicious  remarks  on  Charlemagne’s  plan  of  conqtidt, 
pnd  the  judicious  diftinftion  of  his  enemies  of  the  firft  and  the  fecond 
^gcrintc  (tom,  ii.  p.  184.  509,  &c.), 

term 
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term  of  his  life  j and  his  fucceflors,  on  each  va* 

< — cancy,  mult  have  afcended  the  throne  by  a formal 
. or  tacit  election.  But  the  aflociation  of  his  fon 

vicrmany  j 

% 9*7  i»  Lewis  the  Pious  aflerts  the  independent  right  of 
iaict'  monarchy  and  conqueft,  and  the  erpperor  feems 
on  this  occafion  to  have  forefeen  and  prevented  the 
A.D.813.  latent  claims  of  the  clergy.  The  royal  youth  was 
commanded  to  take  the  crown  from  the  altar,  and 
with  his  own  hands  to  place  it  on  his  head,  as  a 
gift  which  he  held  from  God,  his  father,  and 
the  nation  ,,B.  The  fame  ceremony  was  repeated, 
though  with  lefs  energy,  in  the  fubfequent  aifocia- 
tions  of  Lothaire  and  Lewis  the  fecond  ; the  Car- 
lovingian  fceptre  was  tranfmitted  from  father  to 
fon  in  a lineal  defcent  of  four  generations ; and  the 
ambition  of  the  popes  was  reduced  to  the  empty 
honour  of  crowning  and  anointing  thefe  hereditary 
princes  who  were  already  inverted  with  their  power 
and  dominion.  The  pious  Lewis  furvived  his 
Lewi*  the  brothers,  and  embraced  the  whole  empire  of  Char- 
A.’d.  lemagne ; but  the  nations  and  the  nobles,  his 
814—8+0.  bilhops  and  his  children,  quickly  difcerned  that 
this  mighty  mafs  was  no  longer  infpired  by  the 
fame  foul;  and  the  foundations  were  undermined 
to  the  centre,  while  the  external  furface  was  yet  fair 
» and  entire.  After  a war,  or  battle,  which  con- 

fumed  one  hundred  thoufand  Franks,  the  empire 

*1®  Thegan,  the  biographer  of  Lewis,  relates  this  coronation  ; 
and  Baronius  has  honeftly  tranfcribed  it  (A.  D.  813,  N°  *3,  &c. 
See  Gaillaid,  tom.  ii.  p.  506,  307,  508.),  howfoever  adverfe  to  the 
claims  of  the  popes.  For  the  feries  of  the  Carlovingians,  fee  the 
hiftorians  of  France,  Italy,  and  Germany  5 PfefFel,  Schmidt,  Velly, 
Muratori,  and  even  Voltaire,  whofe  pictures  are  fometimes  juft,  and 
always  pleafing. 

3 ' '•  was 
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was  divided  by  treaty  between  his  three  Cons,  who  chap. 
had  violated  every  filial  and  fraternal  duty.  The  . J . 
kingdoms  of  Germany  and  France  were  for  ever  Lothairei. 
feparated;  the  provinces  of  Gaul,  between  the  s40—  856. 
Rhone  and  the  Alps,  the  Meufe  and  the  Rhine, 
were  afligned,  with  Italy,  to  the  Imperial  dignity 
ofLothaire.  In  the  partition  of  his  Ihare,  Lor- 
raine and  Arles,  two  recent  and  tranfitory  king- 
doms, were  bellowed  on  the  younger  children; 
and  Lewis  the  fecond,  his  eldeft  fon,  was  content  Lewis  11. 
with  the  realm  of  Italy,  the  proper  and  fufficient 
patrimony  of  a Roman  emperor.  On  his  death 
without  any  male  iffue,  the  vacant  throne  was  dis- 
puted by  his  uncles  and  coufins,  and  the  popes 
moil  dexteroufiy  feized  the  occafton  of  judging  the 
claims  and  merits  of  the  candidates,  and  of  bellow- 
ing on  the  moll  obfequious  or  moll  liberal,  the 
Imperial  office  of  advocate  of  the  Roman  church. 

The  dregs  of  the  Carlovingian  race  no  longer  ex- 
hibited any  fymptoms  of  virtue  or  power,  dnd  the 
ridiculous  epithets  of  the  bald.,  the  fiammerer , the 
fat , and  the  fimple , dillinguilhed  the  tame  and 
uniform  features  of  a crowd  of  kings  -alike  deferv- 
ing  of  oblivion.  By  the  failure  of  the  collateral 
branches,  the  whole  inheritance  devolved  to 
Charles  the  Fat,  the  laft  emperor  of  his  family: 
his  infanity  authorifed  the  defertion  of  Germany,  ^^°pnir°f 
Italy,  and  France:  he  was  depofed  in  a diet,  and  a.d.  sss. 
folicited  his  daily  bread  from  the  rebels,  by  whofe 
contempt  his  life  and  liberty  had  been  fpared. 
According  to  the  meafure  of  their  force,  the  govern- 
ors, the  bilhops,  and  the  lords,  ufurped  the  frag- 
ments of  the  falling  empire ; and  fome  preference 

was 
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ch  ^.P-  was  fhewn  to  the  female  or  illegitimate  blood  of 
w— v— > Charlemagne.  Of  the  greater  part,  the  title  and 
pofleffion  were  alike  doubtful,  and  the  merit  was 
adequate  to  the  contracted  fcale  of  their  dominions. 
Thofe  who  could  appear  with  an  army  at  the  gates 
of  Rome  were  crowned  emperors  in  the  Vatican  ; 
but  their  modefty  was  more  frequently  fatisfied 
with  the  appellation  of  kings  of  Italy:  and  the 
whole  term  of  feventy-four  years  may  be  deemed 
a vacancy,  from  the  abdication  of  Charles  the  Fat 
to  the  eftablifhment  of  Otho  the  firft. 

Otho  king  Otho  1,7  was  of  the  noble  race  of  the  dukes  of 
manure-  Saxony  ; and  if  he  truly  defcended  from  Witikind* 
ttores  and  the  advcrfary  and  profelyte  of  Charlemagne,  the 
ates  the*  pofterity  of  a vanquilhed  people  was  exalted  to 
Weiiem  reign  over  their  conquerors.  His  father  Henry 

empire,  0 . 1 J 

a.d.96s.  the  Fowler  was  elefted,  by  the  fuffrage  of  the 
nation,  to  fave  and  inftitute  the  kingdom  of’ Ger- 
many. Its  limits  “*  were  enlarged  on  every  fide 
by  his  fon,  the  firft  and  greateft  of  the  Othos.  A 
portion  of  Gaul  to  the  weft  of  the  Rhine,  along 
the  banks  of  the  Meufe  and  the  Mofelle,  was  af- 
figned  to  the  Germans,  by  whofe  blood  and  lan- 


”7  He  was  the  Ton  of  Otho,  the  fon  of  Ludolph,  in  whofe  favour 
thedtitchyof  Saxony  had  been  inftituted,  A.  D.  858.  Ruotgerus, 
the  biographer  of  a St.  Bruno  (Bibliot.  Bunavianae  Catalog,  tom. 
iii.  vol.  ii.  p.  679.),  gives  a fplcndid  charafter  of  his  family.  Ata- 
vorumatavi  ufque  ad  hominum  memorials  omnes  nobiliflimi  ; nullus 
in  eorum  ftirpe  ignotus,  nullus  degener  facile  reperitur  (apud  Stru- 
viura,  Corp.  Hilt.  German,  p.  216.).  Yet  Gundling  (in  Henrico 
A lie  11  pe)  is  not  fatisfied  of  his  defeent  from  Witikind. 

1,8  St£  the  treatife  of  Conringius  (de  Finibus  Imperii  Germanic?, 
Francofu rt.  i6?o,  in  4'0)  : he  rejects  the  extravagant  and  impro- 
per fcale  of  the  Roman  and  Carlovingian  empires,  and  difculfes  with 
moderation  the  rights  of  Germany,  her  vafials,  and  her  neigh- 
bours, 

guage 
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guage  it  has  been  tinged  fince  the  time  of  CaTar 
and  Tacitus.  -Between  the  Rhine,  the  Rhone,  and 
the  Alps,  the  fucceffors  of  Otho  acquired  a vain 
fupremacy  over  the  broken  kingdoms  of  Burgundy 
and  Arles.  In  the  north,  Chriftianity  was  propa- 
gated by  the  fword  of  Otho,  the  conqueror  and 
apoftle  of  the  Slavic  nations  of  the  Elbe  and  Oder ; 
the  marches  of  Brandenburg  and  Slelwick  were 
fortified  with  German  colonies ; and  the  king  of 
Denmark,  the  dukes  of  Poland  and  Bohemia, 
confeifed  themfelves  his  tributary  vafials.  At  the 
head  of  a victorious  army,  he  pafied  the  Alps, 
fubdued  the  kingdom  of  Italy,  delivered  the  pope, 
and  for  ever  fixed  the  Imperial  crown  in  the  name 
and  nation  of  Germany.  From  that  memorable 
tera,  two  maxims  of  public  jurifprudence  were  in- 
troduced by  force  and  ratified  by  time.  I.  That 
the  prince,  who  was  elected  in  the  German  diet, 
acquired  from  that  inftant  the  fubject  kingdoms 
of  Italy  and  Rome.  II.  But  that  he  might  not 
legally  aflume  the  titles  of  emperor  and  Auguflus, 
till  he  had  received  t^e  crown  from  the  hands  of 
the  Roman  pontiff1'1'. 

The  Imperial  dignity  of  Charlemagne  was  an-  T«nf?.a;- 
nounred  to  the  Ealt  by  the  alteration  of  his  ftyle  j Weitcm' 
and  inftead  of  faluting  his  fathers,  the  Greek  em-  *"<1  Em- 
perors, he  prefumed  to  adopt  the  more  equal 

• l 

”9  The  power  of  cuftom  forces  me  to  number  Conrad  I.  and 
Henry  I.  the  Fowler,  in  the  lilt  of  emperors,  a title  which  was 
never  aflumed  by  thdfe  kings  of  Germany.  The  Italians,  Muratori 
for  inltance,  are  more  lcriipulous  and  correft,  and  only  reckon  the 
princes  who  have  been  crowned  at  Rome.  . ' 

* ^and 
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and  familiar  appellation  of  brother  Perhaps  in 
his  connection  with  Irene  he  afpired  to  the?  name 
of  hufband : his  embaffy  to  Conftantinople  fpoke 
the  language  of  peace  and  friendfhip,  and  might 
conceal  a treaty  of  marriage  with  that  ambitious 
princefs,  who  had  renounced  the  moft  facred  duties 
of  a mother.  The  nature,  the  duration,  the  pro- 
bable confequences  of  fuch  an  union  between  two 
diftant  and  diflbnant  empires,  it  is  impoftible  to 
conjecture  ; but  the  unanimous  filence  of  the  Latins 
may  teach  us  to  fufpeCt,  that  the  report  was  in- 
vented by  the  enemies  of  Irene,  to  charge  her  with 
the  guilt  of  betraying  the  church  and  flate  to  the 
ftrangers  of  the  Weft  The  French  ambafla- 
dors  were  the  fpeCtators,  and  had  nearly  been  the 
victims,  of  the  confpiracy  of  Nicephorus,  and  the 
national  hatred.  Conftantinople  was  exafperated 
by  the  trealon  and  facrilege  of  ancient  Rome : a 
proverb,  “ That  the  Franks  were  good  friends 
«*  and  bad  neighbours,”  was  in  every  one’s  mouth; 
but  it  was  dangerous  to  provoke  a neighbour  who 
might  be  tempted  to  reiterate,  in  the  church  of  St. 
Sophia,  the  ceremony  of  his  Imperial  coronation. 
After  a tedious  journey  of  circuit  and  delay,  the 


,t0  Invidiam  tair.en  fufcepti  nominis  (C.  P.  imperatoribus  fuper 
hoc  indignantibus  magna  tulit  patientia,  vicitque  eorrnn  contuma- 
ciam . . . mittendo  ad  eos  crebias  legationes,  ct  in  epiftolis  fratres 
cos  appcllando.  Kgjnhard,  c.  a8.  p.  n8.).  Perhaps  it  was  on 
their  account  that,  like  Auguftus,  he  affufted  fon.e  reluflance  to  re- 
ceive the  empire. 

i*«  Tiieophanes  fpeaks  of  the  coronation  and  uti&ion  of  Charles, 
Ka;«V«i,'  (Chronograph,  p.  399.),  and  of  his  treaty  of  marriage 
with  Irene  (p.  402.),  which  is  unknown  to  the  Latins.  Gaillard 
relates  his  tranfafUons  with  the  Greek  empire  (tom.  ii.  p.  446— 

‘ambaf- 
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ambaffadors  of  Niccphorus  found  him  in  his  camp,  c^^p* 
on  the  banks  of  the  river  Sala;  and  Charlemagne  u— y— - * 
affetfted  to  confound  their  vanity  by  difplaying,  in 
a Franconian  village,  the  pomp,  or  at  leaft  the 
pride,  of  the  Byzantine  palace  ***.  The  Greeks 
were  fuccefiively  led  through  four  halls  of  audi- 
ence : in  the  firft  they  were  ready  to  fall  proftrate 
before  a fplendid  perfonage  in  a chair  of -date,  till 
he  informed  them  that  he  was  only  a fervant,  the  * 

conftable,  or  mafter  of  the  horfe  of  the  emperor. 

The  fame  miftake,  and  the  fame  anfwer,  were 
repeated  in  the  apartments  of  the  count  palatine, 
the  fteward,  and  the  chamberlain ; and  their  im- 
patience was  gradually  heightened,  till  the  doors 
of  the  prefence- chamber  were  thrown  open,  and 
they  beheld  the  genuine  monarch,  on  his  throne, 
enriched  with  the  foreign  luxury  which  he  defplfed, 
and  encircled  with  the  love  and  reverence  of  his 
vi&orious  chiefs*  A treaty^  of  peace  and  alliance 
was  concluded  between  the  two  empires,  and  the 
limits  of  the  Eaft  and  Weft  were  defined  by  the 
right  of  prefent  pofieflion.  But  the  Greeks  Il3  foon 
forgot  this  humiliating  equality,  or  remembered  it 
only  to  hate  the  Barbarians  by  whom  it  was  extort- 
ed. During  the  fhort  union  of -virtue  and  power. 


111  Gaillard  very  properly  obfcrves,  that  this  pageant  was  a farce 
fuitable  to  children  only  ; but  that  it  was  indeed  reprefented  in  the 
prefence,  and  for  the  benefit,  of  children  of  a larger  growth. 

,1J  Compare,  in  the  original  texts  collefted  by  Pngi  (tom.  iiir 
A.  D.  8n>  N°  7.  A.  D.  824.,  N°  10,  &c..),  the  eontraft  of  Charle- 
magne and  his  fon  : to  the  former  the  ambaffadors  of  Michael  (who 
were  indeed  difavowed)  more  fuo,  id  eft  lingua  Grseci  laudes  dix- 
erunt,im"peratorem  eum  ct  appellant^  5 to  the  latter,  Vuato 

imjjeratori  Framon^t,  &c,  ' 


Vox..  IX, 


they 


O 


,94  THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 

CHAP,  they  refpe&fully  faluted  the  anguft  Charlemagne 
t M < with  the  acclamations  of  bafileus , and  emperor  of 
the  Romans.  As  foon  as  thefe  qualities  were  fe- 
parated  in  the  perfon  of  his  pious  fon,  the  Byzan- 
tine letters  were  infcribed,  “To  the  king,  or,  as 
“ he  ftyles  himfelf,  the  emperor  of the  Franks  and  , 
“ Lombards.”  When  both  power  and  virtue  were 
• extinft,  they  defpoiled  Lewis  the  fecond  of  his  he- 

reditary title,  and,  with  the  barbarous  appellation 
of  rex  or  rega , degraded  him  among  the  crowd 
of  Latin  princes.  His  reply  ,I+  is  exprefiive  of 
his  weaknefs : he  proves,  with  fome  learning,  that 
both  in  facred  and  profane  hiftory,  the  name  of 
king  isfynonymous  with  the  Greek  word  bafileus  : if, 
at  Conftantinople,  it  were  aflumed  in  a more  ex- 
clufive  and  imperial  fenfe,  he  claims  from  his  an- 
ceftors,  and  from  the  pope,  a juft  participation  of 
. the  honours  of  the  Roman  purple.  The  fame  con- 

troverfy  was  revived  ift  the  reign  of  the  Othos  j and 
their  ambaflador  defcribes,  in  lively  colours,  the 
infolence  of  the  Byzantine  court ,15.  The  Greeks 
affe&ed  to  defpife  the  poverty  and  ignorance  of 
the  Franks  and  Saxons;  and  in  their  laft.  decline, 

i > 


,l+  See  the  opiftle,  in  Paralipomena,  of  the  anonymous  writer  of 
Salerno(Sciipt.  Ital.  tom.  ii.  pars  ii.  p.  *43 — 254.  c.93  — 107.),  whom 
Baroniu#  (A.  D.  871,  N°  5 1— 7 1.  j miftook  for  Erchempert,  when 
tie  tranfcribed  it  in  his  Annals. 

1*5  Ipfe  enim  vos,  non  impcratorcm,  id  eft  fua  lingua, 

fed  ob  indignationem  Pnya,  id  eft  regem  noftra  vocabat  (Liutprand, 
in  Legnt.  in  Script.  Ital.  tom.  ii.  pars  i.  p.  479.).  The  pope  had 
exhorted  Nicephorus,  emperor  of  the  Greek, s,  to  make  peace  With 
Otho,  the  auguft  emperor  of  the  Remans — quse  inferiptio  fecundum 
Gnecos  peccatria  et  temeraria  ....  imperatorem  inquiunt,  uniter- 
falem,  Romanerum , Augufium,  magnum,  plum,  Nicephftrurn  (p.  486.),  . 

refufed 
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refuted  to  proftitute  to  the  kings  of  Germany  the  C^!L^P’ 
title  of  Roman  emperors.  , . i_ — v — w 

Thete  emperors,  in  the  election  , of  the  popes,  Authority 
continued  to  exercife  th^  powers  which  had  been  perors  m 
affirmed  by  the  Gothic  and  Grecian  princes  -K  and 
the  importance  of  this  prerogative  increafed  with  popes, 
the  temporal  eftate  and  fpirituai  jurifdiftion  of  the  ^'io6‘0‘50 
Roman  church.  In  the  Chriftian  ariftocracy,  the 
principal  members  of  the  clergy  {till  formed  a fe- 
nate  to  aflifl:  the  adminiftration,  and  tolfupply  the 
vacancy  of  the  bifhop.  Rome  was  divided  into 
twenty-eight  parilhes,  and  each  parifh  was  go- 
verned by  a cardinal-priefl,  or  prefbyter,  a title 
which,  however  common  and  modeft  in  its  origin, 
has  afpired  to  emulate  the  purple  of  kings.  Their 
number  was  enlarged  by  the  aflociation  of  the 
feven  deacons  of  the  mod  confiderable  hofpitals,  the 
feven  palatine  judges  of  the  Lateran,  and  fome  digni- 
taries of  the  church.  This  ecclefiaftical  fenate  was 
directed  by  the  feven  cardinal-bifhops  of  the  Ro- 
man province,  who  were  lefs  occupied  in  the 
fuburb  diocetes  of  Oftia,  Porto,  Velitrae,  Tuf- 
culum,  Prtenefte,  Tibur,  and  the  Sabines,  than 
by  their  weekly  fervice  in  the  Lateran,  and  their 
fuperior  lhare  in  the  honours  and  authority  of  the 
apoftolic  tee.  On  the  death  of  the  pope,  thete 
bifhops  recommended  a fucceflbr  to  the  fuffrage 
of  tire  college  of  cardinals  ,16,  and  their  choice  was 

ratified 

,lfi  The  origin  and  progrefs  of  the  title  of  cardinal  may  be  found 
in  Thomaflin  (Difcipline  del’Eglife,  tom.  i.  p.  1261  — 1298.),  Mu- 
ratori  (Antiquitat.  Italia;  Medii  JEvi,  tom.  vi.  difleit.  lxi.  p.  153 
•—  182.),  and  Mollieim  (Inllitut.  Hilt,  Ecclef.  p.  345— 347.),  who 
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ratified  or  reje&ed  by  the  applaufe  or  clamour  of 
the  Roman  people.  But  the  election  was  imper- 
fect ; nor  co^d  the  pontiff  be  legally  confecrated 
till  the  emperor,  the  ad^pcate  of  the  church,  had 
gracioufiy  fignified,  his  approbation  and  confent. 
.The  royal  commifTioner  examined,  on  the  fpotj 
the  form  and  freedom  of  the  proceedings  ; nor  was 
it,  till  after  a previous  fcrutiny  into  the  qualifi- 
cations of  the  candidates,  that  he  accepted  an 
oath  of  fidelity,  and  confirmed  the  donations  which 
h|td  fucceffively  enriched  the  patrimony  of  St. 
Peter.  In  the  frequent  fchifms,  the  rival  claims 
were  fubmitted  to  the  fentence  of  the  emperor ; and 
in  a fynod  of  bifhops  he  prefumed  to  judge,  to  con- 
demn, and  to  punifh,  the  crimes  of  a guilty  pontiff. 
Otho  the  firft  impofed  a treaty  on  the  fenate  and 
people,  who  engaged  to  prefer  the  candidate  moft 
acceptable  to  his  majefly  117 : his  fucceffors  anti- 
cipated or  prevented  their  choice  : they  beftowed 
the  Roman  benefice,  like  the  bifhoprics  of  Co- 
logne or  Bamberg,  on  their  chancellors  or  pre- 
ceptors ; and  whatever  might  be  the  merit  of  a 
Frank  or  Saxon,  his  name  fufficiently  attefts  die 
interpofition  of  foreign  power.  Thefe  afts  of  pre- 


accurately  remarks  the  forms  and  changes  of  the  eleftion.  The  car- 
dinal biihops,  fo  highly  exalted  by  Peter  Damianus,  are  funk  to'  a 
level  with  the  reft  of  the  facred  college. 

“7  Firmiter  jurantes,  nunquam  fe  papam  elefturos  aut  ordina- 
turos,  praeter  confenfum  et  eleftionem  Othonis  et  filii  fui  (Liutprand, 
I.  vi.  c.  6.  p.  472.).  This  important  concelfion  may  either  fupply  or 
confirm  the  decree  of  the  clergy  and  people  of  Rome,  fo  fiercely  rejefted 
by  Baronins,  Pagi,  and  Muratori  (A.  D.  964),  and  fo  well  defended 
and  explained  by  St.  Marc  (Abrege,  tom.  ii.  p.  808—816.  tom.  iv. 
f>.  *167— ti8j.).  Con fult  that  hiftoVical  critic,  and  the  Annals  of 
Muratori,  for  the  eleftion  and  confirmation  of  each  pope. 
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rogative  were  raoft  fpecioufly  excufed  by  the  vices  c^^p- 
of  a popular  election.  The  competitor  who  had  >J1— 
been  excluded  by  the  cardinals,  appealed  to  the 
paffions  or  avarice  of  the  multitude  : the  V atican 
and  thq  Lateran  were  ftained  with  blood  j and  the  • 
molt  powerful  fenators,  the  marquifles  of  Tufcany 
and  the  counts  of  Tufculum,  held  theapoftolic  fee 
in  a long  afid  difgraceful  fervitude.  The  Roman  Diforders. 
pontiffs,  of  the  ninth  and  tenth  centuries,  were 
infulted,  imprifoned,  and  murdered,  by  their  * 

tyrants ; and  fuch  was  their  indigence  after  the  lofs 
and  ufurpation  of  the  ecclefiaftical  patrimonies, 
that  they  could  neither  fupport  the  (late  of  a prince 
nor  exercife  the  charity  of  a priefl The  in- 
fluence of  two  After  proftitutes,  Marozia,  and 
Theodora,  was  founded  on  their  wealth  and  beauty, 
their  political  and  amorous  intrigues : the  molt 
ftrenuous  of  their  lovers  were  rewarded  with 
the  Roman  mitre,  and  their  reign  “9  may 
have  fuggefted  to  the  darker  ages  138  the 

fable 


118  The  opprcflion  and  vices  of  the  Roman  church  in  the  Xth  cen- 
tury  are  ftrongly  painted  in  the  hiftory  and  legation  of  Liutprand 
(lee  p.  440/450.  471 — 476.  479,  &c.)  j and  it  is  whimfical  enough 
to  obferve  Muratori  tempering  the  inveflives  of  Baronius  againft  the 
popes.  But  thefe  popes  had  been  chofen,  not  by  the  cardinals,  but 
by  lav-patrons. 

,l0  The  time  of  pope  Joan  (papijfa  Joanna)  is  placed  fomewhat 
earlier  than"  Theodora  or  Marozia ; and  the  two  years  of  her  imagi- 
nary teign  are  forcibly  inferted  between  Leo  IV.  and  Benedift  III. 
But  the  contemporary  Anaftafius  indilTolubly  links  the  death  of  Leo 
andthe  elevation  of  Benedift  (illico,  mox,  p.  747.)  : and  the  ac- 
curate chronology  of  Pagi,  Muratori,  and  I.eibnitz,  fixes  both 
events  to  the  year  857. 

The  advocates  for  pope  Joan  produce  one  hundred  and  fifty 
witneflet,  or  rather  echoes,  of  the  xi»<h,  xvth,  and  xvi,h  centuries. 
They  bear«*eftimony  againft  themi'elves  and  the  legend,  by  mul- 
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fable  ,3'  of  a female  pope ,J1.  The  baftard  fon,  the 
grandfon  and  thegreat-grandfon  of  Marozia,  a rare 
genealogy,  were  feated  in  the  .chair  of  St.  Peter,  and 
it  was  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years  that  the  fecond  of 
thefe  became  the  head  ofthe  Latinchurch.  His  youth 
and  manhood  were  of  a fuitable  complexion  ; and 
the  nations  of  pilgrims  could  bear  teftimony  to  the 
charges  that  were  urged  againft  him  in  a Roman 
fynod,  and  in  the  prefence  , of  Otho  the  great.  As 
John  XII,.  had  renounced  the  drefs  and  decencies 
of  his  profefiion,  th t.fpldier  may  not  perhaps  be 
difhonoured  by  the  yvine  which  he  drank,  the  blood 
that  he  lpilt,  the  flames  that  he  kindled,  or  the 
licentious  purfuits  of  gaming  and  hunting.  His 
open  flmony  might  be  the  confequence  of  diftrefs : 

tiplying  the  proof  that  fo  curious  a ftory  mujl  have  been  repeated  by 
writers  of  every  dtfleription  to  whom  it  was  known.  On  thofe  of 
the  ixth  arid  x£h  centuries,  the  recent  event  would  have  flaflied  with  a 
double  force.  Would  Photius  have  fpared  luch  a reproach  ? Could 
Liutprand  have  miffed  fu’ch  a fcandal  ? It  is  lcarcely  worth  while  . to 
difculs  the  various  readings  of  Martinus  Polonus,  Sigebert  of  Gem- 
biours,  or  even  Marianus  Scotus;  but  a moft  palpable  forgery  is  the 
paflage  of  pope  Joan,  which  has  been  ‘foifted  into  foine  MSS.  and 
editions  of  the  Roman  Anaftafius, 

«•  As  fm'fe,  it  deferves  that  name  ; but  I would  not  pronounce 
it  incredible.  Suppofe  a famous  French  chevalier  of  our  own  times 
to  have  been  born  in  Italy,  and  educated  in  the  church,  inft?ad  of 
the  army : her  merit  or  fortune  night  have  railed  her  to  St,  Peter's 
chair;  her  amours  would  have  been  natural;  her' delivery  in  the 
ftreets  unlufky,  but  not  improbable. 

’>l  Till  the  reformation,  the  tale  was  repeated  and  believed  with- 
out offence  p find  Joan’s  female  flatue  long  occupied  her  place  spnong 
the  popes  in  the  cathedral  of  Sienna  (Pagi,  Critics,  tom.  iii.  p.  62+ 
— 626.).  She  has'  been  annihilated  by  two  learned  proteifemts. 
Blonde!  and  Bayle  (Dt&ionaire  Critique,  PapEsse,  Polonus, 
Blondel)  ; but  their  brethren  were  fcandalifed  by  this  equitable 
and  generous  criticifm.  Spanhcim  and  Lenfant  attempt  to  lave  this 
poor  engiqp  of  controverfy  ; ‘and  even  Mofheim  condefiendfc  to  che- 
pjlh  fome  dopbt  and  fufpicion  (p.  w ■> 
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and  his  blafphemous  invocation  of  Jupiter . and  CXI[1^CP’ 
Venus,  if  it  be  true,  could  not  pofiibly  be  ferious.  t — y » 

But  we  read  with  feme  furprife,  that  the  worthy 
orandfon  of  Marozta  lived  in  public  adultery  with 
the  matrons  of  Rome  ; that  the  Lateian  palace  was 
turned  into  a fchool  for  proftitution,  and  that  his 
rapes  of  virgins  and  widows  had  deterred  the  fe- 
male pilgrims  from  vifiting  the  tomb  of  St.  Peter, 

■ left,  in  the  devout  aft,  they  Ihould  be  violated  by 
his  fucceffo; *33.  The  proteftants  have  dtfelt  with 
malicious  pleafure  on  thefe  charaftersofanti-chriftj 
but  to  a philofophic  eye,  the  vices  of  the  clei  gy 
are  far  lefs  dangerous  than  their  virtues.  After  a Reforma- 
long  feries  of  fcandal,  the  apoftolic  fee  was  reform-  cia;ms  cf 
ed  and  exalted  by  the  aufterity  and  zeal  of  Gre-  ,h£h£cb’ 
• gory  VII.  That  ambitious  monk  devoted  his  life  1073,  &c. 
to  die  execution  of  two,  projefb.  I.  To  fix  in  the 
college  of  cardinals  the  freedom  and  independence 
of  election,  and  for  ever  to  abolifh  the  right  or 
ufurpation  of  the  emperors  and  the  Roman  people. 

II.  To  beftow  and  refume  the  Weftern  empire  as 
a fief  or  benefice  ,3'’,  of  the  church,  and  to  extend 

’ll  Lateranenfe  palatium  . . . . proftibulum  meretricum  ..... 

Tcftis  omnium  gentiqm,  pr*terquam  Romanorym,sbfcntia  mulierum, 
qn®  l'ar.ftorum  npoftolorum  limina  ora  ml  i gratia  timent  vifere,  cum 
nonntillas  ante  dies  paucos,  ltuuc  nudierint  conjugatas  viduas,  vir- 
gines  vi  opprefTHTe  (Liutprand,  Hift.  1.  vi.  c.  6.  p.  471.  ee  t « 
whole  affair  of  John  XII.  p-  47 1 '47®*)* 

iH  A new  example  of  the  mifehief  of  equivocation  is  the  biv'fcmm 
(Ducangtf,  tom.  i.  p.  617,  &c.)  which  the  pope  .conferred  on  the 
emperor  Frederic  I.  fmcc  the  Latin  word  may  hgmfy  either  a legal 
fief,  or  a fini  pie  favour,  ari  obligation  (we  want  the  word  bunfmt). 

(See  Schmidt,  Hift.  des  Allemands,  tom.  iii.'p.  393“-4°8’  PfcfFel, 

Abrege  Cltronologique,  tom.  i.  p.  229.  296,  317.  324.  420.  430. 

500.  505.  509,  &c.).  . . _ 
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CxlixP  temporal  dominion  over  the  kings  and  king- 
w— v-w  doms  of  the  earth.  After  a conteft  of  fifty  years, 
the  firft  of  thefe  defigns  was  accomplifhed  by*  the 
firm  fupport  of  the  ecclefiaftical  order,  whofe  li- 
berty was  connedted  with  that  of  their  chief.  But  the 
fecond  attempt,  though  it  was  crowned  with  fome 
• partial  and  apparent  fuccefs,  has  been  vigoroufly 
r'efifted  by  the  lecular  power,  and  finally  extinguilh- 
ed  by  thg  improvement  of  human  reafon. 

Authority  In  the  revival  of  the  empire  of  Rome,  .neither 
pLors  in'"  the  bifhop  nor  the  people  could  beftow  on  Charle- 
Roroe,  magne  or  Otho,  the  provinces  which  were  loft,  as 
they  had  been  won,  by  the  chance  of  arms.  But 
the  Romans  were  free  to  chufe  a maftcr  for  them- 
felves ; and  the  powers  which  had  been  delegated 
to  the  patrician,  were  irrevocably  granted  to  the  * 
> French  and  Saxon  emperors  of.  the  Weft.  The 
broken  records  of  the  times  135  preferve  fome  re- 
membrance of  their  palace,  their  mint,  their  tfi-  » 
bunal,  their  edidts,  and  the  fword  of  juftiee,  >. 
which,  as  late  as  the  thirteenth  century,  was  de- 
rived  from  Caefar  to  the  pnefedt  of  the  city  *34.  » 
Between  the  arts  of  the  popes  and  the  violence  of  . 
the  people,  this  fupremacy  was  crulhed  and  anni- 
hilated. , Content  with  the  titles  of  emperor  and 
Auguftus,  the  fucceflbrs  of  Charlemagne  negledted 
to  afiert  this  local  jurifdidtion.  In  the  hour  of 

■SS  For  the  hjftory  of  the  emperors  in  Rome  and  Italy^fee  Sigo- 
nius,  de  Regno  Itali®  ; Opp.  tom.  ii.  with  the  Notes  of  SaxiuS,  and 
the  Annals  of  Muratori,  whp  might  refer  more  diftinfUy  to  the  au« 
thors  of  his  great  collection,  * . 

# f '■  ’ 

tj6  See  the  Didertation  of  Le  Blanc  at  the  end  of  his  Treatife  des 
f/Ionnoyes  de  France,  in  which  he  produces  fome  Roman  coins  of 
the  French  emperors, 

profpe- 
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profperity,  their  ambition  was  diverted  by  more  C3^^cp* 
alluring  objeCts ; and  in  the  decay  and  divifion  of  ■ -u-  ‘ t 
the  empire,  they  were  opprefied  by  the  defence 
of  their  hereditary  provinces.  Amidft  the  ruins  of  Revolt  of 
Italy,  the  famous  Marozia  invited  one  of  the  uftirp- 
ers  to  afiume  the  character  of  her  third  hufband  ; 
and  Hugh,  king  of  Burgundy,  was  introduced  by 
her.faCtion  into  the  mole  of  Hadrian  or  caftle  of  St. 

Angelo,  which  commands  the  principal  bridge  and 
entrance  of  Ro&e.  Her  fon  by  the  firft  marriage, 

Alberic,  was  compelled  to  attend  at  the  nuptial 
banquet ; but  his  reluCtant  and  ungraceful  fervic? 
was  chaftifed  with  a blow  by  his  new  father.  The 
blow  was  productive  of  a revolution.  **  Romans,” 
exclaimed  the  youth,  “ once  you  were  the  matters 
“ of  the  world,  and  thefe  Burgundians  ri#*moft 
**  ^bjeCt  of  your  Haves.  They  now  reign,  thefe 
tc  voracious  and  brutal  favages,  and  my  injury  isr 
n the  commencement,  of  your  fervitude 137  ” The 
alarum-belt  rung  to  arms  in  every  quarter  of  the 
city:  the  Burgundians  retreated  with  hafte  and 
Ihame  ; Marozia  was  imprifoned  by  her  victorious 
Ion  ; and  his  brother,  pope  John  XI.  was  reduced 
to  the  exercife  of  his  fpiritual  functions.  With  the 
title  of  prince,  Alberic  poffefled  above  twenty 
years  the  government  of  Rome,  and  he  is  faid  to 
have  gratified  the  popular  prejudice,  by  reftoring 

»J7  Romanoruro  aliquandofervi,  fcilicet  Burgundiones,  Romanis 
imperent  ? . . . . Roman*  urbis  dignitas  ad  t^ntam  eft  ftultitiam 
dufla,  ut  meretricum  ctiam  imperio  parent  ? (Liutprand,  I.  iii.  c. 
is.  p.  450.).  Sigonius  (1.  vi.  p.  400.)  pofitively  affirms  ihe  reno- 
vation of.the  confulfhip  ; but  in  the  old  writers  Albericus  is  more 
frequently  ftyled  princrps  Romanorum. 

the 
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™ the  office,  or  at  leaft  the  title,  of  confuls  and  tri- 

*— v“— > bunes.  Hision  and  heir  Oftavian  affumed,  with 
the  pontificate,  the  name  of  John  XII. ; like  his 
predeceffor,  he  was  provoked  by  the  Lombard 
princes  to  feek  a deliverer  for  the  church  and,  re- 
public; and  the  fervices  of  Otho  were  rewarded 
with  the  Imperial  dignity.  But  the  Saxon  was 
imperious,  the  Romans  were  impatient,  the  fef- 
tival  of  the  coronation  was  difturbed  by  the  fecret 
conflict  of  prerogative  and  freedom,  and  Otho 
commanded  his  fword-bearer  not  to  ftir  from  his 
perfon,  left  he  fhould  be  affauked  and  murdered 
at  tfie  f°°t  of  the  altar  *3'.  Before  he  repaired  the 

John  XII.  # r 

a.d.  967.  Alps,  the  emperor  chaftifcd  the  revolt  of  the  people 
and  the  ingratitude  of  John  XII.'  The  pope  was 
degraded  in  a fynod ; the  priefeft  was  mounted 
on  an  afs,  whipped  through  the  city,  and  call  into 
a dungeon  ; thirteen  of  the  moft  guilty  were  hang- 
ed, others  were  mutilated  or  baniffied ; and  this 
fevere  procefs  was  juftified  by  the  ancient  laws  of 
' Theodofius  and  Juftinian.  The  voice  of  fame  has 
accufed  the  fecond  Otho  of  a perfidious  and  bloody 
aft,  the  maffacre  of  the  fenators,  whom  he  had 
invited  to  his  table  under  the  fair  femblance  of  bof- 
> pitality  and  friendfhip  *39.  In  the  minority  of  his 
fon  Otho  the  third,  Rome  made  a bold  attempt 
to  ffiake  off  the  Saxon  yoke,  and  the  conful 

Hs  Diimar,  p.  354  aputl  Schmidt,  tom.  iii.  p.  439.  . 

H?  This  Moody  fealt  is  defcribed  in  Leonine  verfe,  in  the  Pan- 
theon of  Godfrey  of  Viterho  (Script.  Ital.  tom.  vii.  p.  436,  417-)» 
who  flourHhed  towards  the  end  of  the  xii1**  century  (Fabricius,  Bi- 
biiot.  Latin,  rrud.  et  infiini  JEv i,  torn.  iii.  p.  69.  edit  Manfi)  ; but 
his  evidence,  which  impofed  on  Sigonius,  is  reaibnably  fflfpr£ljd  by 
fiiuratori  (Annali,  tom.  viii.  p.  1 77-)- 

x o Crefcen- 
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C re  fee  n tins  was  the  Brutus  of  the  republic.  From 
the  condition  of  a fubject  and  an  exile,  he  Avice  >_  — „ - * 
rofe  to  the  command  of  the  city,  opprefied,  ex- 
pelled,  and  created  the  popes,  and  formed  a cod-  Crrfecn- 
fpiracy  for  reftoriog  the  authority  of  die  Cireek  ^ 0.998. 
emperors.  In  the  fortrefs  of  St.  Angelo,  he  main- 
tained an  ‘obftinate  fiege,  till  the  unfortunate  con- 
ful  was  betrayed  by  a promife  of  fafety : his 
body  was-fufpended  on  a gibbet,  and  his  head  was' 
expoied  on  the  battlements  of  the  caftle.  By  are- 
verfe  of  fortune,  Otho,  after  feparating  his  troops, 
w|is  befieged  three  days,  without  food,  in  his  pa- 
lace ; and5  a difgraceful  efcape  hived  fyn  from  the 
jufhee  or  fury  of  the  Romans.  I he  lenator 
Ptolemy  was  the  leader  of  the  people,  and  the 
widow  of  Crefcentius  enjoyed  the  pleafure  or  the 
fame  of  revenging  her  hufband,  by  a poifon  which 
flie  adminiftered  to  her ‘imperial  lover.  It  was 
the  defign  of  Otho  the  third  to  abandon  the  ruder 
countries  of  the  north,  to  ereft  his  throne  in  Italy, 
and  to  revive  the  infti|utions  of  the  Roman  mo- 
narchy. But  his  fucceffors  only  once  in  their  lives 
appeared  on  the  banks  of  the  Tyber,  to  receive 
th%crown  in  the  Vatican  Their  abfence  was 
Contemptible,  • their  prefence  odious  and^  formi- 
dable. They  defeended  from  the  Alps,  at  the  head 
of  their  Barbarians,  who  were  {hangers  and  ene- 
mies to  the  country  j and  their  traniient  vifit  was 

1+0  The  coronation  of  the  emperor,  and  fome  original  ceremoniet 
Of  the  xlh  century,  are  preferved  in  the  Panegync  on  Bercngariua 
(Script.  Ital.  tom.  ii.  pars  i.  4.05— 4*4*)»  ‘liviitiatt  > t ,e  ‘ " * 
of  Hadrian  Valef.us,  and  Leibnitz.  Sigonius  has  (elated  the.  whole 
procefs  of  the  Roman  expedition,  in. good  Latin,  but  wait  fome  er- 

jqts  of  time  ami  facl  (1.  vii.  p.  -Hl_'+VT  , ^ fcenC 


Digitized  by  Google 


*o4- 

CHAP. 

XJLIX. 


The  king- 
dom of 
Italy, 


THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 

a fcene  of  tumult  and  bloodfhed  ,4\  A faint  re- 
menribrance  of  their  anceftors  ftill  tormented  the 
Romans  j and  they  beheld  with  pious  indignation 
the  fuccefiuon  of  Saxons,  Franks,  Swabians,  and 
Bohemians,  who  ufurped  the  purple^  and  preroga- 
tives of  the  CaTars. 

* There  is  nothing  perhaps  more  adverfc’ to  nature 
and  reafon  than  to  hold  in  obedience  remote 


A- d.  774.  countries  and  foreign  nations,  in  oppofition  to 
— ,ai°*  their  inclination  and  iptereft.  A torrent  of  Bar- 

barians may  pafs  over  the  earth,  but  an  extenfive 
empire  mull  be  fupported  by  a refined  fyftem  of 
policy  and  qjjpreflion ; in  the  centre,  an  abfolute 
power,  prompt  in  aCtion,  and  rich  in  refources  ; a 
fwift  and  eafy  communication  with  the  extreme 
parts  : fortifications  to  check  the  firft  effort  of  re- 
bellion : a regular  adminiftration  to  protect  and 
punifh  ; and  a well-difciplined  army  to  inlpire  fear, 
without  provoking  difcontent  and  defpair.  Far 
different  was  the  fituation  of  the  German  Caefars, 
who  were  ambitious  to  enflave  the  kingdom  of 
Italy.  Their  patrimonial  eftates  were  ftj-etched 
along  the  Rhine,  or  fcattered  in  the  provinces  j* 
but  this  ample  domain  was  alienated  by  the*im- 
prudence  or  diftrefs  of  fucceflive-  princes ; and 
their  revenue,  from  minute  and  vexatious  prero- 
gative, was  fcarcely  fufficient  for  the  maintenance 
of  their  houfehold.  Their  troops  were  formed  by 
the  legal  or  voluntary  fervice  of  their  feudal  vaf- 
fals,  who  palled  the  Alps  with  reluctance,  affumed 


T**  In  a quarrel  at  the  coronation  of  Conrad  II.  Muratori  takes 
leave  to  obfei  ve— doveano  ben  cffere  allora,  indifciplinati,  Barbari,  e 
tfialt  i Tedcfchi.  Annal.  tom.  viii.  p.  368. 
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the  licenfe  of  rapine  and  diforder,  and  caprici-  C^L^' 

oufly  deferted  before  the  end  of  the  campaign.  1 , 

Whole  armies  were  fwept  away  by  the  peftilential 
influence  of  the  climate;  the  furvivors  brought 
back  the  bones  of  their  princes  and  nobles  ***,  and 
the  effects  of  their  own  intemperance  were  often  * 
imputed  to  the  treachery  and  malice  of  the  Italians, 
who  rejoiced  at  leaft  in  the  calamities  of  the  Bar- 
barians. This  irregular  tyranny  might  contend 
on  equal  terms  with  the  petty  tyrants  of  Italy; 
nor  can  the  people,  or  the  reader,  be  much  inte- 
refted  in  ‘the  event  of  the  quarrel.  But  in  die 
eleventh  and  twelfth  centuries,  the  Lombards  re- 
kindled the  flame  of  induftry  and  freedom  ; and 
the  generous  example  was  at  length  imitated  by 
the  republics  of  Tufcany.  In  the  Italian  cities  a 
municipal  government  had  never  been  totally  abo- 
lifhed ; and  their  firft  privileges  were  granted  by 
the  favour  and  policy  of  the  emperors,  who  were 
defirous  of  eredting  a plebeian  barrier  againfl:  the 
independence  of  the  nobles.  But  their  rapid  pro- 
grefs,  the  daily  extenfion  of  their  power  and  pre- 
tenfions,  were  founded  on  the  numbers  and  fpirit 
of  thefe  riflng  communities  *4*.  Each  city  filled 

fco* 

>**  After  boiling  away  the  bones.  The  caldrons  for  that  purpofe 
were  a neceflary  piece  of  travelling  furniture  ; and  a German  who 
was  ufitig  it  for  his  brother,  promifed  it  to  a friend,  after  it  fhould 
have  beeu  employed  for  himfeif  (Schmidt,  tom.  iii.  p.  413,  424.). 

The  fame  author  oblerves,  that  the  whole  Saxon  line  was  extinguifh- 
ed  in  Italy  (tom.  ii.  p.  440.). 

■41  Otho  bifhop  of  Frifmgen  has  left  an  important  pillage  on  the 
Italian  cities  (I.  ii.  c.  13.  in  Script.  Ital.  tom.  vi,  p.  707—719,) 
and  the  rife,  progrefs,  and  government,  of  thefe  republics  are  per- 
fectly illutlratcd  by  Muratori  (Antiquitat.  Ital.  Medii  IEs\,  tom.  iv. 
diflerf.  xlv— lii.  p.  t—  673,  Annal.  tom*  viii,  ix,  x.). 
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C HAP.  the  meafure  of  her  dioceie  or  diftrid : the  iurifdic- 
XL1X.  J 

■- ' tion  of  the  counts  and  bifhops,  of  the  marquififes 

and  counts,  was  banifhed  from  the  land : and 
the  proudeft  nobles  were  perfuaded  or  compelled 
to  defert  their  folitary  caftles,  and  to  embrace  the 
more  honourable  character  of  freemen  and  magif- 
trates.  The  degifiative  authority  was  inherent  in 
the  general  aifembly;  but  the  executive  powers 
were  entrufted  to  three  confuls,  annually  cholen 
from  the  three  orders  of  captains,  vahajfyrs'*?, 
and  commons,  into  which  the  republic  was  di- 
vided. Under  the  protection  of  equal  law,  *the 
labours  of  agriculture  and  commerce  were  gradu-  * 
ally  revived ; but  the  martial  fpirit  of  the  Lom- 
bards was  nourifhed  by  the  prefence  of  danger ; 
and  as  often  as  the  bell  was-rung,  or  the  ftandard  145 
eredled,  the  gates  of  the  city  poured  forth  a nu- 
merous and  intrepid  band,  wliofe  zeal  in  their 
own  caufe  \ps  foon  guided  by  the  ufe  and  difcipline 
of  arms.  At  .the  foot  of  thefe  popular  ramparts, 
the  pride  of  the  Csefars  was  overthrown  j and  the 
invincible  genius  of  liberty  prevailed  over  the  two 
Frederics,  the  greateft  princes  of  the  middle  age: 
the  fil'd,  fuperior  perhaps  in  military  prowefs;  the 
fecond,  who  undoubtedly  excelled  in  the  fofter  ac- 
complifhments  of  peace  and  learning. 

*44  For  thefe  titles,  lee  Selden  (Titles  of  Honour,  vol.  iii.  part  i. 
p.  488.),  Ducange  (Glolf.  Latin,  tom:  ii.  p.  140.  tom.  vi.  p.  776.), 
and  St.  Marc  (Abrego  Chronologique,  tom.  ii.  p.  719.)". 

’45  The  Lombards  invented  and  uled  the  carocium,  a .'ftandard 
* planted  on  a car  or  waggon,  drawn  by  a team  of  oxen  (Ducange, 
tom.  ii.  p.  194,  195.  Muratori,  Aritiquitat.  tom.  ii.  dill",  xxvi.  p. 
♦89  — 493.), 
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Ambitious  of  reftoring  the  fplendour  of  the 
purple,  Frederic  the  firft  invaded  the  republics  of  . j 
Lombardy,  with  the  arts  of  a ftatefman,  the  valour  plc‘ierJc 
of  a foldier,  and  the  cruelty  or  a tyrant.  1 he  a.  d. 
recent  difcovery  of  the  pande&s  had  renewed  a fci- 
ence  molt  favourable  to  defpotifm  j and  his  venal 
advocates  proclaimed  the  emperor  the  abfolute 
matter  of  the  lives  and  properties  of  his  fubjefts. 

■His  royal  prerogatives,  in  a lefs  odious  fen fe,  were 
acknowledged  in  the  diet  of  Roncaglia ; and  the 
revenue  of  Italy  was  fixed  at  thirty  thoufand  pounds 
of  filver ,+6,  which  were  multiplied  t,o  an  indefinite  ' 
demand,  by  the  rapine  of  the  fifcal  officers.  The 
obftinate  cities  were  reduced  by  the  terror  or  the 
force  of  his  arras ; his  captives^were  delivered  to 
the  executioner,  or  {hot  from  his  military  engines; 
and,  after  the  fiege  and  furrender  of  Milan,  the 
buildings  of  that  flately  capital  were  razed  to  the 
ground,  three  hundred  hoftages  were  fent  into  Ger- 
many, and  the'  inhabitants  were  difperfed  in  four 
villages,  under  the  yoke  of  the  inflexible  con- 
queror ,47.  Rut  Milan  foon  role  from  her  allies ; 
and  the  league  of  Lombardy  was  cemented  by 
diftrefs  : their  caufe  was  efpoufed  by  Venice,  pope 
Alexander  the  third,  and  the  Greek  emperor  : the 
fabric  of  oppreflion  was  overturned  in  a day  ; and 
in  the  treaty  of  Conftance,  Frederic  fubfcribed, 

K5  Gunther  Ligurinus,  1.  viii.  584.  ct  feq.  apud  Schmidt,  tom. 
iii.  p.  399. 

>47  Solus  imperator  faciem  iuam  firmavit  ut  petram  (Burcard.  de 
* Excidio  Mediolani,  Script.  Ital.  tom.  vi.  p.  917.).  This  volume 
of  Muratori  contains  the  originals  of  the  hiftory  of  Frederic  the  firft, 
which  mull  be  compared  with  due  regard  to  the  circuraft.inces  and 
prejudices  of  each  German  or  Lombard  writer, 

with  ' 


Digitized  by  Googl 


208 


THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 


CHAP. 

XLIX. 


Frederic 
the  fecond, 
A.  D. 
1198— 
1150. 


Independ- 
ence of  the 
princes  of 
Germany, 
A.  D. 
81+ — 
1250,  See. 


with  fome  refer  various,  the  freedom  of  four-and- 
twenty  cities.  His  graadfon  contended  with  their 
vigour  and  maturity ; but  Frederic  the  fecond ,4* 
was  endowed  with  fome  perfonal  and  peculiar  ad- 
vantages. His  birth  and  education  recom.mended 
him  to  the  Italians ; and  in  the  implacable  difeord 
of  the  two  fa&ions,  .the  Ghibelins  were  attached 
to  the  emperor,  while  the  Guelfs  difplayed  the 
banner  of  liberty  and  the  church.  The  court  of 
Rome  had  {lumbered,  when  his  father  Henry  the 
fixth  was  permitted  to  unite  with  die  empire  the 
kingdoms  of  .Naples  and  Sicily;  and  from  thefe 
hereditary  realms,  the  fon  derived  an  ample  and 
ready  fupply  of  troops  and  treafure.*  Yet  Frederic 
the  fecond  was  finally  opprefied  by  the  arms  of  the 
Lombards  and  the  thunders  of  the  Vatican;  his 
kingdom  was  given  to  a ftranger,  and  the  laft  of 
his  family  was  beheaded  at  Naples  on  a public 
fcaffold.  During  fixty  years,  no  emperor  appeared 
in  Italy,  and  the  name  was  remembered  only  by 
the  ignominious  fale  of  the  laft  relics  of  fove-- 

rc»g**y-  . ‘ 

The  Barbarian  conquerors  of  the  Weft  w^re 
pleated  to  decofate  their  chief  with  the  title  of  em- 
peror; but  it  was  not  their  defign  to  invelt  him 
with  the  defpotifm  of  Conftantine  and  Juftiniap. 
The  perfons  of  the  Germans  were  free,  their, con- 
quefts  were  their  own,  and  their  national  chara&er 
was  animated  by  a .fpirit  which  fcorned  the  fervile- 
jurifprudence  of  the  new  or  the  ancient  Rome.  I t 

; . , V 

»+8  For  the  hiftory  of  Frederic  II.  and  the  lioufe  of  Swabia  at 
Maples,  fee  Giatinone,  ittoi  ia  Civile,  tom.  ii.  1.  xiv— xix.  - .... 
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would  have  been  a.  vain  and  dangerous  attempt  to  c p. 
impofe  a monarch,  on  the  armed  freemen  who  were 
impatient  of  a magiftrate ; on  the  bold,  who  re- 
fufed  to  obey ; on  the  powerful,  who  afpired  to 
command.  The  empire  of  Charlemagne  andOtho 
was  diftributed  among  the  dukes  of  the  nations  or 
provinces,  the  counts  of  the  fmaHer  diftri&s,  and 
the  margraves  of  the  marches  or  frontiers,  who  all 
united  the  civil  and  military  authority  as  it  had 
been  delegated  to  the  lieutenants  of  the  firft  Csefars. 

The  Roman  governors,  who,  for  the  moft  part, 
were  foldiers  of  fortune,  feduced  their  mercenary 
legions,  affumed  the  Imperial  purple,  and  either 
failed  or  fucceeded  in  their  revolt,  without  wound- 
ing the  power  and  unity  of  government.  If  the 
dukes,  margraves,  and  counts  of  Germany,  were 
lefs  audacious  in  their  claims,  the  confequences  of 
their  fuccefs  were  more  lading  and  pernicious  to 
the  date.  Inltead  of  aiming  at  the  fupreme  rank, 
they  filently  laboured  to  eftablilh  and  appropriate 
their  provincial  independence.  Their  ambition 
was  feconded  by  the  weight  of  their  eftates  and 
vailals,  their  mutual  example  and  fupport,  the 
common  intereft  of  the  fubordinate  nobility,  the 
change  of  princes  and  families,  the  minorities  of 
Otho  the  third  and  Henry  the  fourth,  the  ambition 
of  the  popes,  and  the  vain  purfuits  of  the  fugitive 
crowns  of  Italy  and  Rome.  All  the  attributes  of 
regal  and  territorial  jurifdiclion  were  gradually 
ufurped  by  the  commanders  of  the  provinces  ; the 
right  of  peace  and  war,  of  life  and  death,  of  coin- 
age and  taxation,-  of  foreign  alliance  and  domeftic 
ceconomy.  Whatever  had  been  feized  by  violence, 
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was  ratified  by  favour  or  diftrefs,  was  granted  as 
the  price  of  a doubtful  vote  or  a voluntary  fervice  * 
whatever  had  been  granted  to  one,  could  not,  withr. 
out  injury,  be  denied  to  his  fucceflbr  or  equal  * 
and  every  aft  of  local  or  temporary  pofieffion  was 
infenfibly  moulded  into  the  conltitution  of  the  Ger- 
manic kingdom.  In  every  province,  the  vifible 
prefence  of  the  duke  or  count  was  interpofed  be- 
tween the  throne  and  the  nobles ; the  fubjedts  of 
the  law  became  the  vaflals  of  a private  chief}  and 
the  ftandard,  which  be  received  from  his  fovereign, 
was  often  raifed  againft  him  in  the  field.  The 
temporal  power  of  the  clergy  was  cherifhed  and 
exalted  by  the  fuperflition  or  policy  of  the  Carlo- 
vingian  and  Saxon  dynafties,  who  blindly  depend- 
ed on  their  moderation  and  fidelity ; and  the. 
bifhoprics  of  Germany  were  made  equal  in  extent 
and  privilege,  fuperior  in  wealth  and  population, 
to  the  moft  ample  Hates  of  the  military  order.  Asr 
long  as  the  emperors  retained  the  prerogative  of. 
bellowing  on  every  vacancy  thefe  ecclefiaflic  and 
fecular  benefices,  their  caufe  was  maintained  by  the 
gratitude  or  ambition  of  their  friends  and  favourites. 
But  in  the  quarrel  of  the  inveftitures,  they  were  de- 
prived of  their  influence  over  the  epifcopal  chapters; 
the  freedom  of  election  was  reftored,  and  the  fove- 
reign  was  reduced,  by  afolemn  mockery,  to  his  JirJl 
-prajersy  the  recommendation,  once  in  his  reign,  to  a 
Angle  prebend  in  each  church.  T he  fecular  governors*, 
inflead  of  being  recalled  at  the  will  of  a fuperior, 
could  be  degraded  only  by  thefentence  of  their  peers. 
In  the  firft  age  of  the  monarchy,  the  appointment  of 
the  fon  to  the  dutchy  or  county  of  his  father,  was 
, ; , 4 _ fbli- 
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fblicited  as  a favour  j it  was  gradually  obtained  as  cx”  ^ p* 
a cuftom,  and  extorted  as  a right : the  lineal  fuc-  >..rv  * 

ceflion  was  often  extended  to  the  collateral  or  fe- 
male branches  j the  {bates  of  the  empire  (their  po- 
pular, and  at  length  their  legal,  appellation)  were 
divided  and  alienated  by  teftament  and  fale;  and 
all  idea  of  a public  truft  was  loft  in  that  of  a private 
and  perpetual  inheritance.  The  emperor  could 
not  even  be  enriched  by  the  caftjalties  of  forfeiture 
and  extin&ion : within  the  term  of  a year,  he  was 
obliged  to  difpofe  of  the  vacant  fief,  and  in  the 
choice  of  the  candidate,  it  was  his  duty  to  confult 
either  the  general  or  the  provincial  diet. 

After  the  death  of  Frederic  the  fecond,  Ger-  The  Ger- 
many was  left  a monfter  with  an  hundred  heads,  fthudonl”" 
A crowd  of  princes  and  prelates  difpuced  the  ruins 
of  the  empire:  the  lords  of  innumerable  caftles  were 
lefs  prone  to  obey,  than  to  imitate,  their  fuperiors ; 
and  accdrding  to  the  meafure  of  their  ftrength, 
their  incefiant  hoftilities  received  the  names  of  con- 
q'ueft  or  robbery.  Such  anarchy  was  the  inevitable 
cbrifeiu^nce  of  the  laws  and  manners  of  Europe  j 
arid  the  kingdoms  of  France  and  Italy  were  fhivercd 
into  fragments  by  the  violence  of  the  fame  tempeft. 

Btlt  the  Italian  cities  and  the  French  vaflals  were 
divided  and  deftroyed,  while  the  union  of  the  Ger- 
mans has  produced,  under  the  name  of  an  empire, 
a great  fyftem  of  a foedcrative  republic.  In  the 
frequent  and  at  laft  the  perpetual  inftitution  of 
diets,  a national  fpirit  was  kept  alive,  and  the 
powers  of  a common  legiflature  are  ftill  exercifed 
by  the  three  branches  or  colleges  of  the  eledors, 
the.  princes,  and  the  free  and  Imperial  cities  of 

P a Germany. 
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CxlixP*  Ger'many-  Seven  of  the  mod  powerfi.il  feuda- 
t,  . ‘ . taries  were  permitted  to  affume,  with  a diftinguilh- 
ed  name  and  rank,  the  exclufive  privilege  of  chitling 
the  Roman  emperor ; and  thefe  ele&ors  were  the 
king  of  Bohemia,  the  duke  of  Saxony,  the  mar- 
grave of  Brandenburgh,  the  count  palatine  of  the 
Rhine,  and  the  three  archbilhops  of  Mentz,  of 
Treves,  and  of  Cologne.  II.  The  college  of 
_ princes  and  prelates  purged  themfelves  of  a pro- 
mi  fcuous  multitude : they  reduced  to  four  repre- 
fentative  votes,  the  long  feries  of  independent 
counts,  and  excluded  the  nobles  or  equeftrian 
order,  fixty  thoufand  of  whom,  as  in  the  Polilh 
diets,  had  appeared  on  horfeback  in  the  field  of 
election.  III.  The  pride  of  birth  and  dominion, 
of  the  fword  and  the  mitre,  wifely  adopted  the  com- 
mons as  the  third  branch  of  the  legislature,  and, 
in  the  progrefs  of  fociety,  they  were  introduced 
about  the  fame  ®ra  into  the  national  afiemblies  of 
France,  England,  and  Germany.  The  Hanfeatic 
league  commanded  the  trade  and  navigation  of  the 
north : the  confederates  of  the  Rhine  fecured  the 
peace  and  intercourle  of  the  inland  country : the 
influence  of  the  cities  has  been  adequate  to  their 
wealth  and  policy,  and  their  negative  ftill  invalidates 
the  a£ts  of  the  two  fuperior  colleges  of  electors  and 
princes ,49. 

It 

*49  In  the  immenfe  labyrinth  of  the  jmfullievm  of  Germany,  I mult 
either  quote  one  writer  or  a thoufand;  and  I had  rather  trull  to  one 
faithful  guide,  than  tranfcribe,  on  credit,  a multitude  of  names  and 
pailages.  That  guide  is  M.  PfefFel,  the  author  of  the  belt  legal  and 
conftitutional  hiftory  that  I know  of  any  country  (Nouvel  Abrege 
Chronologique  de  l’tiiftoirc  et  du  Droit  Public  d’Allemagne ; Paris, 
. . >776* 


Digitized  by  Google 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE.  213 

It  is  in  the  fourteenth  century,  that  we  may  view  cx^^p* 
in  the  ftrongeft  light  the  Rate  and  contraft  of  the  1 — — j 
Roman  empire  of  Germany,  which  no  longer  held,  ^jakn*fg 
except  on  the  borders  of  the  Rhine  and  Danube,  a ty  of  the 
Angle  province  of  Trajan  or  Conftantine.  Their 
unworthy  fucceflors  were  the  counts  of  Hapfburgh,  Charles 

of  Nafiau,  of  Luxemburgh,  and  of  Schwartzen-  , 3^7 

burgh:  the  emperor  Henry  the  feventh  procured  IJ78‘ 
for  his  fon  the  crown  of  Bohemia,  and  his  grand- 
fon  Charles  the  fourth  was  born  among  a people, 
ftrange  and  barbarous  in  the  ellimation  of  the 
Germans  themfelves  ,s°.  After  the  excommuni- 
cation of  Lewis  of  Bavaria,  he  received  the  gift  or 
promife  of  the  vacant  empire  from  the  Roman 
pontiffs,  who,  in  the  exile  and  captivity  of  Avignon, 
affedted  the  dominion  of' the  earth.  The  death 
of  his  competitors  united  the  electoral  college,  and 
Charles  was  unanimoufly  fainted  king  of  the  Ro- 
mans, and  future  emperor:  a title  which  in  the 
lame  age  was  proftituted  to  the  Caefars  of  Germany 
and  Greece.  The  German  emperor  was  no  more 


1776,  1 vol$.  in  4,B).  His  learning  and  judgment  have  difcerr.ed  the 
molt  intere  fling  fails j his  Ample  brevity  comprifcs  them  in  a narrow 
fpace ; his  chronological  order  diflributes  them  under  the  proper  dates  j 
and  an  elaborate  index  collects  them  under  their  refpeftive  head*.  To 
this  work,  in  a Ids  perfefl  date,  Dr.  Robertfon  was  gratefully  in* 
debted  for  that  mrfterly  Iketch  which  traces  even  the  modern  changes 
of  the  Germanic  body.  The  Corpus  Hiflorix  Germanicse  of  Stru- 
vius  has  been  likewile  confulted,  the  more  ufcfully,  as  that  huge 
dbmpilation  is  fortified  in  every  page  with  the  original  texts. 

•so  Yet,  ptrfotwllj,  Charles  IV.  muft  not  be  confidered  as  a Barba- 
rian, After  his  education  at  Paris,  he  recovered  the  ufe  of  the  Bohe- 
mian, his  native,  idiom  5 and  the  emperor  converted  and  wrote  with 
equal  facility  in  French,  Latin,  Italian,  and  German  (Struvius, 
p.  615,  616.).  Petrarch  always  reprei'ents  him  as  a politeand  learned 
prince. 
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Cxlh<:P*  t^ian  e^*'re  anc^  iropotent  magiftrate  of  an 
-w-  ariftocracy  of  princes,  who  had  not  left  him  a vil- 
lage that  he  might  call  his  own.  His  beftprero- 
gative  was  the  right  of  prefiding  and  propofing  in 
the  national  lenate,  which  was  convened  at  his 
fummons;  and  his  native  kingdom  of  Bohemia, 
lefs  opulent  than  the  adjacent  city  of  Nurem- 
bergh,  was  the  firmed:  feat  of  his  power  and  the 
A.  D.  richeft  fource  of  his  revenue.  T he  army  with 
which  he  palled  the  Alps,  confifted  of  three  hun- 
dred horfe.  In  the  cathedral  of  St.  Ambrofe, 
Charles  was  crowned  with  the  iron  crown,  which 
tradition  afcribed  to  the  Lombard  monarchy ; but 
he  was  admitted  only  with  a peaceful  train  ; the 
gates  of  the  city  were  (hut  upon  him ; and  the  king 
of  Italy  was  held  a captive  by  the  arms  of  the 
Vilconti,  whom  he  confirmed  in  the  fovereignty  of 
Milan.  In  the  V atican  he  was  again  crowned  with 
the  golden  crown  of  the  empire  j but,  in  obedience 
to  a fecret  treaty,  the  Roman  emperor  immediately 
withdrew,  without  repofing  a fmgle  night  within 
the  walls  of  Rome.  The  eloquent  Petrarch”', 
whofp  fancy  revived  the  vifionary  glories  of  the 
Capitol,  deplores  and  upbraids  the  ignominious 
flight  of  the  Bohemian ; and  even  his  contempo- 
raries could  obferve,  that  the  foie  exercife  of  his 
authority  was  in  the  lucrative  fale  of  privileges  and 

titles.  The  gold  of  Italy  fecured  the  election  of  his 

• 

• ■ • ..  . p 

. Befules  the  German  and  Italian  hiftorians,  the  .expedition  of 

Charles  IV,  it  painted  in  lively  and  original  colours  in  the  curious 
Memoires  fur  la  Vie  de  Petrarqne,  tom.  iti.  p.  376 — 430.  by  the  abbe 
de  Sade,  whorfc  prolixity  has  never  been  blamed  by  any  reader  of  tafte 
and  curiofity. 
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fon  ; but  fuch  was  the  ffiameful  poverty  of  the  Ro-  C^j^p* 

man  emperor,  that  his  perfon  was  arrefted  by  a but-  1 ^ 1 

cher  in  the  ftreets  of.  Worms,  and  was  detained  in 
the  public  inn,  as  a pledge  or  hoftage  for  the  pay- 
ment of  his  expences. 

From  this  humiliating  feene,  let  us  turn  to  the  His  oft«n- 
apparent  majefty  of  the  fame  Charles  in  the  diets  a.  ix 
of  the  empife.  The  golden  bull,  which  fixes  the  *3S6* 
Germanic  conftitution,  is  promulgated  in  the  ftyle 
of  a fovereign  and  legifiator.  An  hundred  princes 
bowed  before  his  throne,  and  exalted  their  own 
dignity  by  the  voluntary  honours  which  they 
yielded  to  their  chief  or  minifter.  At  the  royal 
banquet,  the  hereditary  great  officers,  the  feven 
cleft  or  s,  who  in  rank  and  title  were  equal  to  kings, 
performed  their  folemn  and  domeftic  fervice  of 
the  palace.  The  feals  of  the  triple  kingdom  were 
borne  in  ftate  by  the  archbiffiops  of  Mentz, 

Cologne,  and  Treves,  the  perpetual  arch- chancel- 
lors of  Germany,  Italy,  and  Arles.  The  great 
marfhal,  on  horfeback,  exercifed  his  funftion  with 
a filver  meafure  of  oats,  which  he  emptied  on  the  - 
ground,  and  immediately  difmounted  to  regulate 
the  order  of  the  guefts.  The  great  fteward,  the 
count  palati/ie  of  the  Rhine,  placed  the  dithes  on 
the  table.  The  great  chamberlain,  the  margrave 
of  Brandenburgh,  prefented,  after  the  repaft,  the 
golden  ewer  and  bafon,  to  wafh.  The  king  of 
Bohemia,  as  great  cup-bearer,  was  reprefented  by 
the  emperor’s  brother,  the  duke  of  Luxemburgh 
and  Brabant;  and  the  proceffion  was  clofed  by  the 
great  huntfmen,  who  introduced  a boar  and  a ihg, 
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CxlixP’  a ^0U<^  c^orus  horns  an(i  hounds’5*.  Nor 
v ■ was  the  fupremacy  of  the  emperor  confined  to 
Germany  alone : the  hereditary  monarchs  of  Eu- 
rope confeffed  the  pre-eminence  of  his  rank  and 
dignity  : he  was  the  firft  of  the  Chriftian  princes, 
the  temporal  head  of  the  great  republic  of  the 
Weft,s! : to  his  perfon  the  title  of  majcfty  was  long 
appropriated  j and  he  difputed  with  the  pope  the 
fublime  prerogative  of  creating  kings  and  afTembling 
councils.  The  oracle  of  the  civil  law,  the  learned 
Bartolus,  was  a penfioner  of  Charles  the  fourth  ; 
and  his  fchool  refounded  with  the  doCtrine,  that 
the  Roman  emperor  was  the  rightful  fovereign  of 
the  earth,  from  the  rifing  to  the  fetting  fun.  The 
contrary  opinion  was  condemned,  not  as  an  error, 
but  as  an  herefy,  fince  even  the  gofpel  had  pro- 
nounced, <c  And  there  went  forth  a decree  front 
“ Caefar  Auguftus,  that  all  the  world  fhould  be 
“ taxed  ,5\” 

Contraftof  If  we  annihilate  the  interval  of  time  and  fpace 
andmodef.  between  Auguftus  and  Charles,  ftrong  and  ftriking 
guftusAu"  the  contrail  between  the  two  Caefars  j the 

Bohemian,  who  concealed  his  weaknefs  under  tjie 
mafk  of  oftentation,  and  the  Roman,  who  difguifed 
his  ftrength  under  the  femblance  of  modefty.  At 
the  head  of  his  victorious  legions,  in  h!s  reign  over 
the  fea  and  land,  from  the  Nile  and  Euphrates  to 
the  Atlantic  ocean,  Auguftus  profeffed  himfelf  the 

• 5*  See  the  whole  ceremony,  in  Struvius,  p.  619. 

*55  The  republic  of  Europe,  with  the  pope  and  emperor  at  it*  head, 
was  never  reprefemed  with  more  dignity  than  in  the  council  of  Con- 
(lance.  See  Lenfant's  Hiliory  of  that  affembly. 

*54  Gravina,  Origines  Juris  Civilis,  p.  10S. 
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fervant  of  the  ftate  and  the  equal  of  his  fellow-  CX”IXP* 
citizens.  The  conqueror  of  Rome  and  her  pro-  . 
vinces  afliimed  the  popular  and  legal  form  of  a 
cenfor,  a conful,  and  a tribune.  His  will  was 
the  law  of  mankind,  but  in  the  declaration  of  his 
laws  he  borrowed  the  voice  of  the  fenate  and  peo- 
ple ; and,  from  their  decrees,  their  matter  accepted 
and  renewed  his  temporary  commiflion  to  admi- 
nifter  the  republic.  In  his  drefs,  his  domeftics  *S5, 
his  titles,  in  all  the  offices  of  focial  life,  Auguftus 
maintained  the  chara&er  of  a private  Roman  j and 
his  moft  artful  flatterers  refpefted  the  fecret  of  his 
abfolute  and  perpetual  monarchy. 


W Si*  tboufand  urns  have  been  difeoveredof  the  (laves  and  freed- 
tnen  of  Auguftus  and  Livia.  So  minute  was  the  divilion  ot  office,  that 
one  Have  was  appointed  to  weigh  the  wool  which  was  lpun  bv  the  era- 
prefs's  maids,  another  for  the  care  of  her  lap-dog,  See.  (Camcrc  Sepol- 
chrale,  Sec.  by  Bianchini.  Extrafl  of  his  work,  in  the  Bibliotheque 
Italique,  tom.  iv.  p.  175.  His  Eloge,  by  Fontenelle,  tom.  vi. 
p.  356.).  But  thefe  fervants  were  of  the  fame  rank,  and  poflibly  not 
more  numerous  than  tbofe  of  Pollio  or  Lentulus.  They  only  prove 
the  general  riches  of  the  city. 
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C H A P.  L. 

Defer  ip  lion  of  Arabia  and  its  Inhabitants. — Birth , 
Character,  and  Do  Urine  of  Mahomet. — He 
preaches  at  Mecca. — Flics  to  Medina. — Propa- 
gates his  Religion  by  the  Sword. — Voluntary  or 
reludlant  Submiffion  of  the  Arabs. — His  Death  and 

*» 

Succejfors. — The  Claims  and  Fortunes  of  Ali  and 
his  Defendants. 

CHAP.  A FTER  purfiring  above  fix  hundred  years  the 
. L~  . xjL  fleeting  Crefars  of  Conftantinople  and  Ger- 
many, I now  defeend,  in  the  reign  of  Heraclius, 
on  the  eaftern  borders  of  the  Greek  monarchy. 
While  the  ftate  was  exhaufted.  by  the  Perfian  war, 
and  the  church  was  diftradVed  by  the  Neftorian  and 
Monophyfite  fedls,  Mahomet,  with  the  fword  in 
one  hand  and  the  koran  in  the  other,  eredled  his 
throne  on  the  ruins  of  Chriftianity  and  of  Rome. 
The  genius  of  the  Arabian  prophet,  the  manners 
of  his  nation,  and  the  fpiric  of  his  religion,  in- 
volve the  caufes  of  the  decline  and  fall  of  the 
Eaftern  empire ; and  our  eyes  are  curioufly  intent 
on  one  of  the  moft  memorable  revolutions,  which 
have  imprefled  a new  and  lafting  charadter  on  the 
nations  of  the  globe  *. 

* As  in  this  and  the  following  chapter  I fliall  difplay  much  Arabic 
learning,  I 11111(1  profefs  my  total  ignorance  of  the  Oriental  tongues, 
and  my  gratitude  to  the  learned  interpreters,  who  have  transfufed  their 
fcience  into  the  Latin,  French,  and  Englifh  languages.  Their  col- 
lections, vcrlions,  and  hillorics,  I fliall  occafionally  notice. 

In 
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In  the  vacant  fpace  between  Perfia,  Syria, 
Egypt,  and  /Ethiopia,  the  Arabian  peninfula  * may 
be  conceived  as  a triangle  of  fpacious  but  irregular 
dimenfions.  From  the  northern  point  of  Beles  1 
on  the  Euphrates,  a line  of  fifteen  hundred  miles 
is  terminated  by  the  {freights  of  Babelmandel  and 
the  land  of  frankincenfe.  About  half  this  length 
may  be  allowed  for  the  middle  breadth,  from  eaft 
to  weft,  from  Baflbra  to  Suez,  from  the  Perfian 
Gulf  to  the  Red  Sea*.  The  fides  of  the  triangle 

are 

* The  Geographers  of  Arabia  may  he  divided  into  three  clafTes: 
1.  The  Greets  and  Latin,  whole  progreflive  knowledge  may  be  traced 
in  Agatharcides  (de  Mari  Rubro,  in  Hudfon,  Geograph.  Minor, 
tom.  i.),  Diodorus  Siculus  (tom.  i.  1.  ii.  p.  159 — 167.  1.  iii.  p.  211 
—216.  edit.  Weirding),  Strabo  (1.  xvi.  p.  1112 — 1114.  from  Kratof- 
thcnes,  p.  1121—1131.  from  Artemidorus),  Dionyfius  (Periegtfis, 
927—969.),  Pliny  (Hift.  Natur.  v.  n.  vi.  32.),  and  Ptolemy  (De- 
i'cript.  et  Tabulae  Urbium,  in  Hudfon,  tom.  iii.).  a.  The  Arabic 
writers,  who  have  treated  the  fubjeil  with  the  zeal  of  patriotifm  or  de- 
votion : the  extrafls  of  Pocock  (Specimen  Hift.  Arabum,  p.  125— 
128.)  from  the  Geography  of  theSherif  al  Edrifli,  render  us  Itill  more 
diflatisfied  with  the  verlion  or  abridgment  (p.  24 — 27.  44 — 56.  108, 
See.  1 19,  &c.)  which  the  Maronites  have  publifhed  under  the  abfurd 
title  of  Geographia  Nubienfis  (Paris,  1619);  but  the  Latin  and 
French  tranflators,  Greaves  (in  Hudfon,  tom.  iii.)  and  Galland 
(Voyage  de  la  Paleftine  par  La  Roque,  p.  2C5— 346.),  have  opened 
to  us  the  Arabia  of  Abulfeda,  the  moft  copious  and  correft  account 
of  the  peninfula,  which  may  be  enriched,  however,  from  the  Biblio- 
theque  Orientale  of  d’Herbelot,  p.  120.  et  alibi  paliim.  3.  The 
European  travellers ; among  whom  Shaw  (p.  438 — 455.)  and  Niebuhr 
(Dcfcription,  1773.  Voyages,  tom.  i.  1776)  deferve  an  honourable 
diftinflion  : Bufching.  (Geographic  par  Berenger,  tom.  viii.  p.  416— 
jto.)  has  compiled  with  judgment;  and  d’Anville’s  Maps  (Orbis 
VeteribusNotus,  and  ire  Partie  de  l’Alie)  fhould  lie  before  the  reader, 
with  his  Geographic  Ancienne,  tom.  ii.  p.  108 — 131. 

3 Abulfed.  Dcfcript.  Arabiae,  p.  1.  D’Anviile,  1’Euphrate  et  le 
Tigre,  p.  19,  10.  It  was  in  this  place,  the  paradife  or  garden  of  a 
fatrap,  that  Xenophon  and  the  Greeks  tirft  paffed  the  Euphrates  ( Ana- 
bafts,  J.  i.  c.  10.  p.  29.  edit.  Wells). 

4 Reiand  has  proved,  with  much  fuperfluous  learning,  1.  That  our 
Red  Sea  (the  Arabian  Gulph)  is  no  more  than  a part  of  the  Mare 
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chap.  3re  gradually  enlarged,  and  the  fouthern  bafis  pre- 
s J . fents  a front  of  a thoufand  miles  to  the  Indian 
ocean.  The  entire  furface  of  the  peninfula  exceeds 
in  a fourfold  proportion  that  of  Germany  or  France ; 
but  the  far  greater  part  has  been  juftly  ftigmatifed 
The  foil  with  the  epithets  of  the  Jtony  and  the  Jandy.  Even 
ma;e.C  '*  the  wilds  of  T artary  are  decked,  by  the  hand  of 
nature,  with  lofty  trees  and  luxuriant  herbage ; and 
the  lonefome  traveller  derives  a fort  of  comfort  and 
fociety  from  the  prefence  of  vegetable  life.  But  in 
the  dreary  wafte  of  Arabia,  a boundlefs  level  of  fand 
is  interfered  by  fharp  and  naked  mountains; 
and  the  face  of  the  defert,  without  (hade  or  Ihelter, 
is  fcorched  by  the  diredt  and  intenfe  rays  of  a tro- 
pical fun.  Inftead  of  refrelhing  breezes,  the  winds, 
particularly  from  the  fouth-weft,  diffufe  a noxious 
and  even  deadly  vapour ; the  hillocks  of  fand  which 
they  alternately  raife  and  fcatter,  are  compared  to 
the  billows  of  the  ocean,  and  whole  caravans,  whole 
armies,  have  been  loft  and  buried  in  the  whirlwind. 
The  common  benefits  of  water  are  an  objeft  of  de- 
fire and  conteft;  and  fuch  is  the  fcarcity  of  wood, 
that  fome  art  is  requifite  to  preferve  and  propagate 
the  element  of  fire.  Arabia  is  deftitute  of  navi- 
gable rivers,  which  fertilize  the  foil,  and  convey 
its  produce  to  the  adjacent  regions  : the  torrents 
that  fall  from  the  hills  are  imbibed  by  the  thirfty 
earth : the  rare  and  hardy  plants,  the  tamarind 
or  the  acacia,  that  ftrike  their  roots  into  the  clefts 


Rutrum,  the  Zfvfyx  6«?.ara-»!  of  the  ancients,  which  was  extended  to 
the  indefinite  fpace  of  the  Indian  ocean,  a.  That  the  fynonymous 
words  ifvdeo?,  ori6io4'C,  alluded  to  the  colour  of  the  blacks  or  negroes 
(Diflert.  Mifcell.  tcm.  i.  p.  59 — 117.). 
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of  the  rocks,  are  nourifhed  by  the  dews  of  the  c & 
night : a fcanty  fupply  of  rain  is  colleded  in  cifterns  ...  y 
and  aqueduds : the  welis  and  fprings  are  the  fecret 
treafure  of  the  defert  j and  the  pilgrim  of  Mecca 5, 
after  many  a dry  and  fultry  march,  is  difgufted  by 
the  tafte  of  the  waters,  which  have  rolled  over  a 
bed  of  fulphur  or  fait.  Such  is  the  general  and 
genuine  pidure  of  the  climate  of  Arabia.  The 
experience  of  evil  enhances  the  value  of  any  local 
or  partial  enjoyments.  A fhady  grove,  a green 
padu re,  a ftream  of  frefh  water,  are  fufficient  to  at- 
trad  a colony  of  fedentary  Arabs  to  the  fortunate 
fpots  which  can  afford  food  and  refrefhment  to 
themfelves  and  their  cattle,  and  which  encourage 
their  induftry  in  the  cultivation  of  the  palm-tree 
and  the  vine.  The  high  lands  that  border  on  the 
Indian  ocean  are  diftinguifhed  by  their  fuperior 
plenty  of  wood  and  water : the  air  is  more  tem- 
perate, the  fruits  are  more  delicious,  the  animals 
and  the  human  race  more  numerous  ; the  fertility 
of  the  foil  invites  and  rewards  the  toil  of  the 
hufbandman ; and  the  peculiar  gifts  of  frankincenfe  * 
and  coffee  have  attraded  in  different  ages  the 
merchants  of  the  world.  If  it  be  compared  with 

a 

s Tn  the  thirty  days,  or  Rations,  between  Cairo  and  Mecca,  there 
are  fifteen  deftitute  of  good  water.  See  the  route  of  the  Hadjees,  in 
Shaw’s  Travels,  p.  4.77. 

6 The  aromatics,  efpecially  the  thui  or  frankincenfe,  of  Arabia,  oc* 
cupy  the  xii,h  book  of  Pliny.  Our  great  poet  (Paradife  Loft,  1.  iv.) 
introduces,  in  a fimile,  the  lpicy  odours  that  arc  blown  by  the  north- 
eaft  wind  from  the  Sabaean  coaft  ; 

— —Many  a league, 

Pleas'd  with  the  grateful  lcent,  old  Ocean  fmiles. 

(Plin.  Hilt.  Natur.  xii,  41.) 

the 
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CHAP. 

L. 


Divifion  of 
the  fandy, 
the  (tony, 
and  the 
happy,  A- 
rabia. 


the  reft  of  the  peninfula,  this  fequeftered  region  may 
truly  deferve  the  appellation  of  the  happy  ; and  the 
fplendid  colouring  of  fancy  and  fiction  has  been 
fuggefted  by  contraft  and  countenanced  by  diftance. 
It  was  for  this  earthly  paradife  that  nature  had 
referved  her  choiceft  favours  and  her  moft  curious 
workmanfhip : the  incompatible  blcfiings  of  lux- 
ury and  innocence  were  afcribed  to  the  natives: 
the  foil  was  impregnated  with  gold 7 and  gems, 
and  both  the  land  and  fea  were  taught  to  exhale  the 
odours  of  aromatic  fweets.  This  divifion  of  the 
fandy , the  flony,  and  the  happy , fo  familiar  to 
the  Greeks  and  Latins,  is  unknown  to  the  Ara- 
bians themfelves ; and  it  is  fingular  enough,  that 
a country,  whofe  language  and  inhabitants 
have  ever  been  the  fame,  fhould  fcarcely  retain 
a veftige  of  its  ancient  geography.  The  maritime 
dillricts  of  Bahrein  and  Oman  are  oppofite  to  the 
realm  of  Perfia.  The  kingdom  of  Yemen  dis- 
plays the  limits,  or  at  leaft  the  fituation,  of  Ara- 
bia Fcelix  : the  name  of  Neged  is  extended  over 
the  inland  fpace;  and  the  birth  of  Mahomet  has 
illuftrated  the  province  of  Hejaz  along  the  coaft  of 
the  Red  Sea 8. 

»•  : .1; 


7 , Agatharcides  affirms,  that  lumps  of  pure  gold  were  found,  from 
the  fize  of  an  olive  to  that  of  a nut;  that  iron  was  twice,  and  filver 
ten  times.,  the  value  of  gold  (de  Man  Kubro,  p.  60.).  Thetc  real  or 
imaginary  treaimes  are  vaniihed ; and  no  gold  mines  are  at  prefent  ; 
known  in  Arabia  (Niebuhr,  Defcription,  p.  124..).  ~ ir'! 

B Confult,  penile,  and  ltudy,  the  Specimen  Hiftoria  Arabum  of  ■ 
Pocock ! (Oxon.  1650,  in  4:o. ) The  thirty  pages  of  text  and  ver-  1 
lion  are  extradited  from  the  Dynafties  of  Gregory  Abulpharagius,  • 
which  Pocock  afterwards  tranllated  (Oxon.  1663,  in  4,'*)  t the  three 
hundred  and  fifty-eight  notes  form  a claffic  and  Original  work  on, the' 
Arabian  antiquities . ...  'S\ ioo&V 
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The  meafure  of,  population  is  regulated  by  the  c HLAP- 

means  of  fubfiftence;  and  the  inhabitants  of  this  . 

vaft  peninfula  might  be  out-numbered  by  the  ^heTe- 
fubje&s  of  a fertile  and  induftrious  provinee.  doweens,  - 
Along  the  Ihores  of  the  Perfian  gulf,  of  the  Arabs!'41 
ocean,  and  even  of  the  Red  Sea,  the  Ifthyophagi  9, 
or  fifh.- eaters,  continued  to  wander  in  quell  of 
their  precarious  food.  In  this  primitive  and  abjedt 
Hate,  which  ill  deferves  the  name  of  fociety,  the 
human  brute,  without  arts  or  laws,  almoft  without 
fenle  or  language,  is  poorly  dillinguifhed  from 
the  reft  of  the  animal  creation.  Generations  and 
ages  might  roll  away  in  filent  oblivion,  and  the 
helplefs  favage  was  reftrained  from  multiplying 
his  race,  by  the  wants  and  purfuits  which  con- 
fined his  exiftence  to  the  narrow  margin  of  the  fea- 
coaft.  But  in  an  early  period  of  antiquity  the 
great  body  of  the  Arabs  had  emerged  from  this 
fcene  of  mifery;  and  as  the  naked  wildernefs 
could  not  maintain  a people  of  hunters,  they  rofe 
at  once  to  the  more  fecure  and  plentiful  condition 
of  the  paftoral  life.  The  fame  life  is  uniformly 
purfued  by  the  roving  tribes  of  the  defert,  and  in 
the  portrait  of  the  modern  Bedoweens,  we  may 
trace  the  features  of  their  anceftors*0,  who,  in 

the 

9 Arvian  remarks  the  Tflhyophagi  of  the  coaft  of  Hejaz  (Periplut 
Maris  Erythrsei,  p.  n.)  and  beyond  Aden  (p.  15.).  It  feems  pro- 
bable that  the  (hores  of  the  Red  Sea  (in  the  largeft  fenfe)  were  oc- 
cupied by  theie  favages  in  the  time,  perhaps,  of  Cyrus;  but  I can 
hardly  believe  that  any  cannibals  were  left  among  the  fa  rages  in  the 
reign  of  Juiiinian  (Procop.  de  Bell.  Perfic.  1.  i.  c.  19.). 

ro  See  the  Specimen  Hiftorise  Arabum  of  Pocock,  p.  a.  j.  86,  &e. 

The  journey  of  M.  d'Arvieux,  in  1664,  to  the  camp  of  the  emir  of 
Mount  Carmel  (Voyage  de  la  Paleftine,  Amfterdam,  >718),  exhibits 
. . ) a pleafmg 
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C HlA  P*  a§e  Mofes  or  Mahomet,  dwelt  under 
v _ I.  fimilar  tents,  and  condufted  their  horfes,  and 
camels,  and  lheep,  to  the  fame  fprings  and  the 
fame  paftures.  Our  toil  is  leflened,  and  our 
wealth  is  increafcd,  by  our  dominion  over  the 
ufeful  animals ; and  the  Arabian  fhepherd  had  ac- 
quired the  abfolute  poffefiion  of  a faithful  friend 
The  horfe.  and  a laborious  Have  “.  Arabia,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  naturalift,  is  the  genuine  and  original 
country  of  the  borje  ■,  the  climate  mod:  propitious, 
not  indeed  to  the  fize,  but  to  the  fpirit  and  fwifc- 
nefs,  of  that  generous  animal.  The  merit  of  the 
Barb,  the  Spanifh,  and  the  Englilh  breed,  is  de- 
rived from  a mixture  of  Arabian  blood  “ : the 
Bedoweens  preserve,  with  fuperftitious  care,  the 
honours  and  the  memory  of  the  pureft  race : the 
males  are  fold  at  a high  price,  but  the  females  are 
feldom  alienated ; and  the  birth  of  a noble  foal 
was  efteemed,  among  the  tribes,  as  a fubjeft  of 
joy  and  mutual  congratulation.  Thefe  horfes  are 
educated  in  the  tents,  among  the  children  of  the 
Arabs,  with  a tender  familiarity,  which  trains 

s pleafing  and  original  pifture  of  the  life  of  the  Bedoweens,  which 
may  be  illultrated  from  Niebuhr  (Defcription  de  I’Arabie,  p.  3*7— 
|44.)  and  Volaey  (tom.  i.  p.  3+3—385.),  the  laft  and  moft  judicious 
of  our  Syrian  travellers. 

>*  Read  (it  is  no  unplelfuig  talk)  the  incomparable  article*  of  the 
I 'or  ft  and  the  Ca*W,  in  the  Natural  Kldory  of  M.  de  Butfon. 

>l  For  the  Arabian  horfes,  fee  d’Arvieux  (p.  *59—173.)  and 
Niebuhr  (p.  i+a— 3+4.).  At  the  end  of  the  xiiith  century,  the  horfe* 
of  is eged  were  efteeaned  lure- footed,  thoi'e  of  Yemen  ftrong  and  fer- 
v.oeabie,  thofe  of  Hejaz  moft  noble.  The  horfe*  of  Europe,  the 
tenth  and  laft  clai,  were  generally  defpjfcd,  as  having  too  much  body 
and  loo  ‘little  fpirit  (d’fierbelot,  Bibliot.  Orient,  p.  339.)  ; tbeir 
ilrengtb  was  re^uiiitc  to  beat  the  weight  ot  the  knight  and  his  ar- 
mour. , • 

• • • , •»•**<*.  . .*  1 

* . them 
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them  in  the  habits  of  gentlenefs  and  attachment.  c hla  p- 
They  are  accuftomed  only  to  walk  and  to  gallop  : ■ 1 f 

their  fenfadons  are  not  blunted  by  the  inceffant 
abufe  of  the  fpur  and  the  whip : their  powers  are 
referved  for  the  moments  of  flight  and  purfuit j 
but  no  fooner  do  they  feel  the  toufch  of  the  hand 
or  the  ftirrup,  than  they  dart  away  with  the  fwift- 
nefs  of  the  wind  j and  if  their  friend  be  dif- 
- mounted  in  the  rapid  career,  they  inftantly  flop 
till  he  has  recovered  his  feat.  In  the  fands  of 
. Afric  and  Arabia,  the  camel  is  a facred  and  pre-  The  ca. 
cious  gift.  .That  ftrong  and  patient  beafl:  of  mel‘ 
burthen  can  perform,  without  eating  or  drinking, 
a journey  of  feveral  days ; and  a refervoir  of  frelh 
water  is  prefer ved  in  a large  bag,  a fifth  ftomach 
of  the  animal,  whofe  body  is  imprinted  with  the 
marks  of  fervitude : the  larger  breed  is  capable  of 
tranfporting  a weight  of  a thoufand  pounds ; and 
the  dromedary,  of  a lighter  and  more  aCtive 
frame,  outftrips  the  fleeteft  courfer  in  the  race. 

Alive  or  dead,  almoft  every  part  of  the  camel  is 
ferviceable  to  man : her  milk  is  plentiful  and  nu^ 
tritious  : the  young  and  tender  flefh  has  the  tafte 
of  veal 13 : a valuable  fait  is  extracted  from  the 
urine  : the  dung  fupplies  the  deficiency  of  fuel; 
and  the  long  hair,  which  falls  each  year  and  is  re- 
newed, is  coarfely  manufactured  into  the  gar- 
ments, the  furniture,  and  the  tents,  of  the  Be- 

Qui  camibus  camelorum  vefci  folent  odii  tenaces  liint,  was  tha 
opinion  of  an  Arabian  phyfician  (Pocock,  Specimen,  p. ,,8S.)‘.  Ma- 
homet hiinfelf,  who  was  fond  of  milk,  prefers  the  cow,  and  does  not 
even  mention  the  camel  ; but  the  diet  of  Mepca  and  Medina  was  al- 
ready more  luxurious  (Gagnier,  Vie  de  Mahomet,  tom.  iii.  p.  404.). 

Vol.  IX.  _ <*;  Q t " doweens. 

* v 

• ; J ' ■’ 
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chap,  doweens.  In  the  rainy  feafons  they  confume  the 
L rare  and  inefficient  herbage  of  the  defert : during 

the  heats  of  fummer  and  the  fcarcity  of  winter, 
they  remove  their  encampments  to  the  fea-coaft, 
the  hills  of  Yemen,  or  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
Euphrates,  and  have  often  extorted  the  dangerous 
licenfe  of  vifiting  the  banks  of  the  Nile,  and  the 
villages  of  Syria  and  Paleftine.  The  life  of  a 
wandering  Arab  is  a life  of  danger  and  diftrefs; 
and  though  fometimes,  by  rapine  or  exchange, 
he  may  appropriate  the  fruits  of  induftry,  a pri- 
vate citizen  in  Europe  is  in  the  poffeffion  of  more 
folid  and  pleafing  luxury  than  the  proudeft  emir, 
who  marches  in  the  field  at  the  head  of  ten  thou- 


fand  horfe. 

Citi$s  of  Yet  an  cffential  difference  may  be  found  be- 

Arab‘ai  tween  the  hords  of  Scythia  and  the  Arabian 
tribes,  fince  many  of  the  latter  were  collefted 
into  towns,  and  employed  in  die  labours  of  trade 
and  agriculture.  A part  of  their  time  and  in- 
duftry was  {till  devoted  to  the  management  of 
their  cattle : they  mingled,  in  peace  and  war,  with 
their  brethren  of  the  defert;  and  the  Bedoweens 
derived  from  their  ufeful  intercourfe,  fome  fupply 
of  their  wants,  and  fome  rudiments  of  art  and 
knowledge.  Among  the  forty-two  cities  of  Ara- 
bia ,+,  enumerated  by  Abulfeda,  the  moft  ancient 
and  populous  were  fituate  in  the  happy  Yemen : 


H Yet-Marcian  of  Heraelea  (in  Periplo,  p.  16.  in  tom.  i.  HudJon, 
Minor.  Geograph.)  reckons  one  hundred  and  fixty-four  towns  in 
Arabia  Fcelix.  The  fne  of  the  town*  might  be  fmall— the  faith  of 
the  writer  might  be  targe.  - . ' 

i ‘ ; ’ - the 
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the  towers  of  Saana‘s,  and  the  marvellous  re- 
lervoir  of  Merab  ,e,  were  conftru&ed  by  the  kings 
of  the  Homeritcs ; but  their  profane  luftre  was 
eclipfed  by  the  prophetic  glories  of  Medina  11 
and  Mecca  **,  near  the  Red  Sea,  and  at  the 
diftance  from  each  other  of  two  hundred  and 
feventy  miles.  The  laft  of  thefe  holy  places  was 
known  to  the  Greeks  under  the  name  of  Ma- 
coraba;  and  the  termination  of  the  word  is  ex- 
prefiive  of  its  greatnefs,  which  has  not  indeed,  in 
the  mod  flourilhing  period,  exceeded  the  fize  and, 
populoufnefs  of  Marfeilles.  Some  lat'ent  motive, 

**  It  is  compared  by  Abulfeda  (in  Hudfon,  tom.  iii.  p.  34.)  to 
Damafcus,  and  is  ftjill  the  refidence  of  the  Imam  of  Yemen  (Voyages 
de  Niebuhr,  tom.  i.  p.  331 — 341.).  Saana  is  twenty-four  parafangs 
from  Dafar  (Abulfeda,  p.  51.),  and  fixty-eight  from  Aden  (p.  53.). 

16  Pocock,  Specimen,  p.  37.  Geograph.  Nubienfts,  p.  52.  Me- 
riaba,  or  Merab,  fix  miles  in  circumference,  was  deftroyed  by  the  le- 
gions of  Auguftus  (Plin.  Hilt.  Nat.  vi.  32.),  and  had  not  revived  in 
the  xislh  century.  (Abuifed.  Dcfcript.  Arab.  p.  j8.). 

’7  The  name  of  city,  Medina,  was  appropriated,  *«r 
to  Yatreb  (the  Iatrippa  of  the  Greeks),  the  feat  of  the  prophet. 
The  diltanccs  from  Medina  are  reckoned  by  Abulfeda  in  llations,  or 
days  journey  of  a caravan  (p.  15.):  to  Bahrein,  xv;  to  Bailors, 
xviii ; to  Cufah,  xx  ; to  Damafcus  or  Paleftine,  xx  j to  Cairo,  xxv  ; 
to  Mecca,  x;  from  Mecca  to  Saana  (p.  52.)  or  Aden,  xxx  ; to 
Cairo,  xxxi  days,  or  412  hours  (Shaw's  Travels,  p.  4.77.)  ; which, 
according  to  the  eftimate  of  d’Anville  (Mefures  Itineraires,  p.  99  ), 
allows  about  twenty  five  Englilh  miles  for  a day’s  journey.  From 
the  land  of  fi  ankfncenfe  (Hadramaut,  in  Yemen,  between  Aden  and 
Cape  Fartafch)  to  Gaza,  in  Syria,  Pliny  (Hilt.  Nat.  xii.  3*.)  com- 
putes Ixv  manfions  of  camels.  Thefe  mcafures  may  afiift  fancy  and 
elucidate  facts. 

18  Our  notions  of  Mecca  mult  be  drawn  from  the  Arabians 
(d'Herbelot,  Bibliothecjue  Orientalc,  p.  368 — 371.  Pocock,  Spe- 
cimen, p.125—128.  Abulfeda,  p.  ii — 40.).  As  no  unbeliever  is 
permitted  to  enter  the  city,  our  travellers  are  file  it ; and  the  fiiort 
hints  of  Thevenot  (Voyages  du  Levant,  part  i.  p.  490.)  are  taken 
from  the  fufpicious  mouth  of  an  African  renegado.  Some  Perlians 
counted  fiooo  houfes  (Chardin,  tom.  iv.  p.  167.). 

perhaps 
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C HlA  P‘  P^aps  of  fuperftition,  muft  have  impelled  the 
t— v — -»  founders,  in  the  choice  of  a moft  unpromifing 
fituation.  They  eredted  their  habitations  of  mud 
or  (lone,  in  a plain  about  two  miles  long  and  one 
mile  broad,  at  the  foot  of  three  barren  moun- 
tains : the  foil  is  a rock ; the  water  even  of  the 
holy  well  of  Zemzem  is  bitter  or  brackifh;  the 
paftures  are  remote  from  the  city ; and  grapes 
are  tranfported  above  feventy  miles  from  the 
gardens  of  Taycf.  The  fame  and  fpirit  of  the 
Koreilhites',  who  reigned  in  Mecca,  were  confpi- 
cuous  among  the  Arabian  tribes  j but  their  un- 
grateful foil  refufed  the  labours  of  agriculture, 
and  their  pofition  was  favourable  to  the  enterprifes 
her  trade.  cf  trade.  By  the  fea-port  of  Gedda,  at  the  dif- 
. tance  only  of  forty  miles,  they  maintained  an  eafy 
correfpondence  with  Abyfiinia;  and  that  Chriftian 
kingdom  afforded  the  firft  refuge  to  the  difciples 
of  Mahomet.  The  treafures  of  Africa  were  con- 
veyed over  the  peninfula  to  Gerrha  or  Katif,  in 
th.e  province  of  Bahrein,  a city  built,  as  it  is  faid, 
of  rock-falt,  by  the  Chaldean  exiles  19 : and  from 
thence,  with  the  native  pearls  of  the  Perfian  Gulfj 
they  were  floated  on  rafts  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Euphrates.  Mecca  is  placed  almoft  at  an  equal 
diftance,  a month’s  journey,  between  Yemen  on 
the  right,  and  Syria  on  the  left  hand.  The 
former  was  the  winter,  the  latter  the  fummer,  fta- 
tion  of  her  caravans ; and  their  feafonable  arrival 
relieved  the  . (hips  of  India  from  the  tedious  and 
troubldbme  navigation  of  the  Red  Sea.  In  the 


'V  Strabo,  1.  xv».  p.  jjio.  See  one  of  thefe  fait  houfes  near  Baf- 
fora,  iu  d’Herbciui,  Bibuut.  Orient,  p.  6. 


markets 


Digitized  by  Google 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE.  229 

markets  of  Saana  and  Merab,  in  the  harbours  of  c HLA  p* 
Oman  and  Aden,  the  camels  of  the  Koreilhites  ■_  — v—  1 
were  laden  with  a precious  cargo  of  aromatics  ; a 
fupply  of  corn  and  manufactures  was  purchafed  in 
the  fairs  of  Boftra  and  Damafcus;  the  lucrative 
exchange  diffiifed  plenty  and  riches  in  the  ftreets 
of  Mecca  j and  the  nobleft  of  her  ions  united 
the  love  of  arms  with  the  profeflion  of  mer- 
chandife 10. 

The  perpetual  independence  of  the  Arabs  has  National 
been  the  theme  of  praife  among  ftrangers  and  J^e^f  the 
natives  ; and  the  arts  of  controverfy  transform  this  Arabs, 
fingular  event  into  a prophecy  and  a miracle,  in 
favour  of  the  pofterity  of  Ifmael”.  Some  ex- 
ceptions, that  can  neither  be  difiembled  nor 
eluded,  render  this  mode  of  reafoning  as  indis- 
creet as  it  is  fuperfluous : the  kingdom  of  Ye- 
men has  been  fucceffively  fubdued  by  the  Abvf- 
finians,  the  Perfians,  the  fultans  of  Egypt  and 
the  Turks13:  the  holy  cities  of  Mecca  and  Me- 
dina 

*°  Minim  di£lii  ex  innumeris  populis  pars  xqua  in  nmmrrtiii  aut 
in  latrociniis  degit  (Plin.  Hid.  Nat.  vi.  3*.).  See  Sale’s  Koran, 

Sural  cvi.  p.  503.  Pocock,  Specimen,  p.  2.  D'Herbdot,  Bihliot. 

Orient,  p.  361.  Prideaux’s  Liteof  Mahomet,  p.  5.  Gagnier,  Viede 
Mahomet,  tom.  i.  p.  72.  120.  126,  &c. 

tl  A namelefs  doctor  (Univerfal  Hift.  vol.  xx.  oflavo edition)  has 
formally  Jemtmflratcd  the  truth  of  Chriftianity  by  the  independence  of 
the  Arabs.  A critic,  befides  the  exceptions  of  fatt,  might  ditpnte 
the  meaning  of  the  text  (Genef.  xvi.  11.),  the  extent  of  the  applica- 
tion, and  the  foundation  of  the  pedigree. 

**  It  was  fubdued,  A.  D.  11 73,  by  a brother  of  the  great  Saladin, 
who  founded  a dynafty  of  Curds  or  Ayoubites  (Guignes,  Hift.  dcs 
Huns,  tom.  i.  p.  425.  D'Heibelot,  p.  477.). 

*t  By  the  lieutenant  of  Solimnn  I.  (A.  D.  1538)  and  Selim  II. 

(1568).  See  Cantemir’s  Hift.  of  the  Othman  Empire,  p.  101.  221. 

The  Paftia,  who  refided  at  Saana,  commanded  twenty-one  Beys,  but 

0,3  no 
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C HlA  P"  ^’,na  ^avc  r?PeatecNy  bowed  under  a Scythian 

■_  - _ ■ tyrant ; and  the  Roman  province  of  Arabia H 
embraced  the  peculiar  wildernefs  in  which  If- 
mael  and  his  fons  muft  have  pitched  their  tents 
in  the  face  of  their  brethren.  Yet  thefe  excep- 
tions are  temporary  or  local ; the  body  of  the 
nation  has  efcaped  the  yoke  of  the  mod  powerful 
monarchies:  the  arms  of  Sefoftris  and  Cyrus,  of 
Pompey  and  Trajan,  could  never  atchieve  the 
conqueft  of  Arabia;  the  prefent  fovereign  of  the 
Turks 15  may  exercife  a fliadow  of  jurifdidlion, 
but  his  pride  is  reduced  to  folicit  the  friendfhip 
of  a people,  whom  it  is  dangerous  to  provoke 
and  fruitlefs  to  attack.  The  obvious  caufes  of 
their  freedom  are  infcribed  on  the  chara&er  and 
country  of  the  Arabs.  Many  ages  before  Ma- 


no  revenue  was  ever  remitted  to  the  Porte  (Marfigli,  Stato  Militare 
deli’  Irnperio  Ottomanno,  p.  124.),  and  the  Turks  were  expelled 
about  the  year  1630  (Niebuhr,  p.  167,  168.). 

*♦  Of  the  Roman  province,  under,  the  name  of  Arabia  and  the 
third  Paleftine,  the  principal  cities  were  Botha  and  Petra,  which  dated 
their  tcra  from  the  year  105,  when  they  were  fubdued  by  Palma  a 
lieutenant  of  Trajan  (Dion  Caflius,  1.  lxviii.).  Petra  was  the  ca- 
pital of  the  Nubathieans  ; whofe  name  is  derived  from  the  eldeft  of 
the  ions  of  Iirnael  (Genef.  xxv.  1 a,  &c.  with  the  Commentaries  of 
Jerom,  Le  Clerc,  and  Calmtt).  Juftinian  relinquifhed  a palm  coun- 
try of  ten  days  journey  to  the  fouth  of  iElah  (Procop.  de  Bell. 
Perfic.  1.  i.  c.  19  ),  and  the  Romans  maintained  a centurion  and  a 
cuftom-houfe  (Arrian. in  Periplo  Maris  Erythrai,  p.  11.  in  Hudfon, 
tom.  i.),  at  a place  (\sv**i  xu/*r.t  Pagus  Albus  Hnwara)  in  the  ter- 
ritory of  Medina  (d’Anville  Memoire  fur  l’Egypte,  p.  143.).  Thele 
real  poffdlions,  and  fome  naval  inroads  of  Trajan  (Peripl.  p.  14, 
15.),  are  magnified  by  hillory  and  medals  into  the  Roman  conquelf  of 
Arabia. 

\ " *5  Niebuhr,  (Defcription  de  l’Arabie,  p.  301,  303.  319 — 331.) 
affords  the  mofl  recent  and  authentic  intelligence  of  the  Turkifh  em- 
pire in  Arabia. 

— , ✓ . 
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hornet 1<s,  their  intrepid  valour  had  been  feverely  c HLA  p- 
felt  by  their  neighbours  in  offenfive  and  defenfive  t 

war.  The  patient  and  adtive  virtues  of  a foldier 
are  infenfibly  nurfed  in  the  habits  and  difcipline 
of  a paftoral  life.  The  care  of  the  fheep  and 
camels  is  abandoned  to  the  women  of  the  tribe ; 
but  the  martial  youth  under  the  banner  of  the 
emir,  is  ever  on  horfeback,  and  in  the  field,  to 
practife  the  exercife  of  the  bow,  the  javelin,  and 
the  fcymetar.  The  long  memory  of  their  inde- 
pendence is  the  firmeft  pledge  of  its  perpetuity, 
and  fucceeding  generations  are  animated  to  prove 
their  defcent  and  to  maintain  their  inheritance. 

Their  domeftic  feuds  are  fufpended  on  the  ap- 
proach of  a common  enemy  j and  in  their  laft 
hoftilities  againft  the  Turks,  the  caravan  of 
Mecca  was  attacked  and  pillaged  by  fourfcore 
thoufand  of  the  confederates.  When  they  ad- 
vance to  battle,  the  hope  of  vidtory  is  in  the 
front;  in  the  rear,  the  affurance  of  a retreat. 

Their  horfes  and  camels,  who  in  eight  or  ten 
days  can  perform  a march  of  four  or  five  hun- 
dred miles,  difappear  before  the  conqueror ; the 
fecret  waters  of  the  defert  elude  his  fearch ; and 
his  vidtorious  troops  are  confumed  with  third, 
hunger,  and  fatigue,  in  the  .purfuit  of  an  in- 
vifible  foe,  who  fcorns  his  efforts,  and  fafely 
repofes  in  the  heart  of  the  burning  folitude.  The 
arms  and  deferts  of  the  Bedoweens  are  not  only 
the  fafeguards  of  their  own  freedom,  but  the  bar- 


*f>  Diodorus  Siculus  (tom.ii.  1,  xix.  p.  390 — 393.  edit.  Wefleling) 
has  clearly  expofed  the  freedom  of  the  Nabathxan  Arabs,  who  re- 
fitted the  arms  of  Antigonus  and  his  fon. 
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C iLAF  r*erS  a^°  t^ie  haPPy  Arabia,  whofe  inhabitants, 

‘ _■  remote  from  war,  are  enervated  by  the  luxury  of 
the  foil  and  climate.  The  legions  of  Auguftus 
melted  away  in  difeafe  and  latitude17}  and  it  is 
only  by  a naval  power  that  the  redu&ion  of 
Yemen  has  been  fuccelsfully  attempted.  When 
Mahomet  erected  his  holy  ftandard l8,  that  king- 
dom was  a province  of  the  Perfian  empire  j yet 
feven  princes  of  the  Homerites  ftill  reigned  in 
the  mountains ; and  the  vicegerent  of  Chofroes 
was  tempted  to  forget  his  diftant  country  and  his 
unfortunate  mailer.  The  hiftorians  of  the  age  of 
Juftinian  reprefent  the  Hate  of  the  independent 
Arabs,  who  were  divided  by  intereft  or  affedtion  , 
in  the  long  quarrel  of  the  Eaft : the  tribe  of 
Gajfan  TVas  allowed  to  encamp  on  the  Syrian  ter- 
ritory : the  princes  of  Hira  were  permitted  to 
form  a city  about  forty  miles  to  the  lauthward  of 
the  ruins  of  Babylon.  Their  fervice  in  the  field 
was  fpeedy  and  vigorous;  but  their  friendfhip  was  - 
venal,  their  faith  inconftant,  their  enmity  capri- 
cious : it  was  an  eafier  talk  to  excite  than  to  - • 

difarm  thefe  roving  Barbarians  ; and,  in  the  fa- 
miliar intercourfe  of  war,  they  learned  to  fee, 
and  to  defpife,  the  fplendid  weaknefs  both  of 
Home  and  of  Perfia.  From  Mecca  to  the  Eu- 

*7  Strabo,  1.  xvi.  p.  1117—11x9.  Plin.  Hift.  Natur.  vi.  31.  ASlius 
Gallus  landed  near  Medina,  and  marched  near  a thoufand  miles  into 
the  part  of  Yemen  between  Mareb  and  the  Ocean.  The  non  ante 
deviftis  Sabea:  regibus  (Od.  i.  29.},  and  the  inta£li  Arabum  thel'auri 
(Od.  iii.  of  Horace,  atteft  the  Virgin  purity  of  Arabia. 

lS  See  the  imperfefl  hiitory  of  Yemen  in  Pocock,  Specimen,  p.  55 
—66.  of  Hfra,  p.  66 — 74.  of  Gaflan,  p.  75—78.  as  far  as  it  could  be 
known  or  grei'erved  in  the  time  of  ignorance. 
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phrates,  the  Arabian  tribes*9  were  confounded  by  c HLAP* 
the  Greeks  and  Latins,  under  the  general  appel-  >—  . / . 

lation  of  Saracens30,  a name  which  every  Chrif- 
tian  mouth  has  been  taught  to  pronounce  with 
terror  and  abhorrence. 

The  flaves  of  domeftic  tyranny  may  vainly  Their  do. 
exult  in  their  national  independence ■,  but  the 
Arab  is  perfonally  free ; and  he  enjoys,  in  fome  and  cha- 
degree,  the  benefits  of  fociety,  without  forfeiting  raa“‘ 
the  prerogatives  of  nature.  In  every  tribe,  fu- 
perftition,  or  gratitude,  or  fortune,  has  exalted  a 
particular  family  above  the  heads  of  their  equals. 

The  dignities  of  Iheich  and  emir  invariably  de- 
fcend  in  this  chofen  race ; but  the  order  of  fuc- 
ceffion  is  loofe  and  precarious ; and  the  moft 
worthy  or  aged  of  the  noble  kinfmen  are  pre- 
ferred to  the  fimple,  though  important,  office  of 

*9  The  Tufotxmtxx  ptt>f t-'Jrc  rxvra  *a>  to  orXnroi' 

tp»f*&Kfcoif  xui  aiitriromuj  are  diefcnbed  by  Menander  (Excerpt.  Le- 
gation, p.  1 49 . ) , Procopius  (dc  Bell.  Perftc.  I.  i.  c.  17.  19.  1.  ii. 
c.  10.)  ; and,  in  the  molt  lively  colours,  by  Ammianus  Marcellinus 
(1.  xiv.  c.  4.),  who  had  fpoken  of  them  as  early  as  the  reign  of 
Marcus.  > 

J°  The  name  which,  ufed  by  Ptolemy  and  Pliny  in  a more  con- 
fined, by  Ammianus  and  Procopius  in  a larger,  fenfe,  has  been  de- 
rived-, ridiculoufly,  from  Sarah,  the  wife  of  Abraham,  obfcurely  from 
the  village  of  Saraka  {pur*  N«(3aTaii*ft.  Stephan,  de  Urbibus),  more 
plaufibly  from  the  Arabic  words,  which  lignify  a thievijb  character,  or 
Oriental  fituation  (Roltinger,  Hift.  Oriental.  1.  i.  c.  i.  p.  7,  8.  Po- 
cock.  Specimen,  p.  33—35.  Aflfeman,  Bibliot.  Orient,  tom.  iv. 
p.  567.).  Yet  the  laft  and  moft  popular  of  thefe  etymologies,  is  re'-  ' 
futed  by  Ptolemy  (Arabia,  p.  a.  18.  in  Hudfon,  tom.  iv.),  who  ex- 
prefsly  remarks  the  weftern  and  fouthern  pofition  of  the  Saracens, 
then  an  obfcure  tribe  on  the  borders  of  Egypt.  The  appellation  can- 
not therefore  allude  to  any  national  character ; and,  Cnee  it  was  ira- 
pofed  by  ftrangers,  it  mull  be  found,  not  in  the  Arabic,  but  iu  a 
(preign  language.  . . . - 
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compofing  difputes  by  their  advice*  and  guiding 
valour  by  their  example.  Even  a female  of  fenfe 
and  fpiriti  has  been  permitted  to  command  the 
countrymen  of  Zenobia*1.  The  momentary 
junction  of  feveral  tribes  produces  an  army  : their 
more  lading  union  conftitutes  a nation ; and  the 
fupreme  chief,  the  emir  of  emirs,  whole  banner 
is  displayed  at  their  head,  may  delerve,  in  the 
eyes  of  ftrangers,  the  honours  of  the  kingly  name. 

If  the  Arabian  princes  abufe  their  power,  they 
are  quickly  punifhed  by  the  defertion  of  their 
jubjeds,  who  had  been  accuftomed  to  a mild  and 
parental  jurifdidion.  Their  fpirit  is  free,  their 
deps  are  unconfined,  the  defert  is  open,  and  the 
tribes  and  families  are  held  together  by  a mutual 
and  voluntary  compad.  The  fofter  natives  of 
Yemen  fupported  the  pomp  and  majedy  of  a 
monarch  j but  if  he  could  not  leave  his  palace 
without  endangering  his  life  the  adive  powers 
of  government  mud  have  been  devolved  on  his 
nobles  and  magidrates.  The  cities  of  Mecca  and 
Medina  prefent,  in  the  heart  of  Afia,  the  form, 
or  rather  the  fubdance,  of  a commonwealth.  The 
grandfather  of  Mahomet,  and  his  lineal  ancedors, 
appear  in  foreign  and  domedic  tranfadions  as  the 

Saraceni  . , . . mulieres  aitint  in  eos  regnye  (Expofitio  totius" 
Mundi,  p.  3.  in  Hudfojt,  tom.  iii.).  The  reign  of  Mavia  is  famous 
tn  ecclefiaftieal  dory.  Pocock,  Specimen,  p.  69.  S3. 

31  Mr,  tctnai,  tx.  rut  SaaXtiuj’,  is  the  report  of  Agitharades  (de 
Mttri  Rubro,  p.  63,  64..  in  Hiidfon,  tom.  i.),  Diodorus  Siculus 
(tom.  i.  I.  iii-  c.  47.  p.  115.),  and  Strabo  (!.  xvi.  j*.  n?+.),  But 
I much  fufpeft  that  this  is  one  of  the  popular  tales,  or  extraordinary 
accidents,  which  the  cr«duli:y  of  travellers  fo’ often  transforms  into  a 
(aid,  a cuftoni,  and  a law. 

princes 
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princes  of  their  country ; but  they  reigned,  like  c HLA 

Pericles  at  Athens,  or  the  Medici  at  Florence,  by  > 

the  opinion  of  their  wifdom  and  integrity;  their 
influence  was  divided  with  their  patrimony;  and 
the  fceptre  was  transferred  from  the  uncles  of  the 
prophet  to  a younger  branch  of  the  tribe  of  v 
Koreifh.  On  folemn  occalions  they  convened  the 
aflembly  of  the  people ; and,  fince  mankind  muft 
be  either  compelled  or  perfuaded  to  obey,  the 
ufe  and  reputation  of  oratory  among  the  ancient 
Arabs  is  the  cleared  evidence  of  public  freedom 
But  their  Ample  freedom  was  of  a very  different 
caft  fcom  the  nice  and  artificial  machinery  of  the 
Greek  and  Roman  republics,  in  which  each 
piember  pofTefied  an  undivided  fhare  of  the  civil 
and  political  rights  of  the  community,  In  the 
more  Ample  date  of  the  Arabs,  the  nation  is 
free,  becaufe  each  of  her  fons  difdains  a bafe 
fubmiflion  to  the  will  of  a mader.  His  bread  is 
fortified  with  the  auffere  virtues  of  courage,  pa- 
tience, and  fobriety ; the  love  of  independence 
prompts  him  to  exercife  the  habits  of  felf-com- 
mand ; and  the  fear  of  difhonour  guards  him 
from  the  meaner  apprehenfion  of  pain,  of  danger, 
and  of  death.  The  gravity  and  firmnefs  of  the 
mind  is  confpicuous  in  his  outward  demeanor: 
his  fpeech  is  flow,  weighty,  and  concife,  he  is 
feldom  provoked  to  laughter,  his  only  gedure  is 

51  Non  gloriahantur  anliqtiitus  Arabes,  nifi  glmlio,  hofpite,  et 
thquer.tii  (Scphadius,  a pud  Pocock,  Specimen,  p.  161,  i6i.).  This 
gift* of  fpeech  they  (hared  only  with  the  Pei  fians  5 and  the  fentemious 
Arabs  would  probably  have  difdaincd  the  Simple  and  fublime  logic  of 
Pcmoftkenes. 
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chap,  that  of  ftroking  his  beard,  the  venerable  Cymbol 
of  manhood  ■,  and  the  fenfe  of  his  own  import- 
ance teaches  him  to  accoft  his  equals  without  le- 
vity, and  his  fuperiors  without  awe  3\  The  li- 
berty of  the  Saracens  furvived  their  conquefts : 
the  firft  caliphs  indulged  the  bold  and  familiar 
language  of  their  fubjeds : they  afcended  the 
pulpit  to  perfuade  and  edify  the  congregation ; 
nor  was  it  before  the  feat  of  empire  was  removed 
to  the  Tigris,  that  the  Abbaflides  adopted  the 
proud  and  pompous  ceremonial  of  the  Perfian 
and  Byzantine  courts. 

In  the  ftudy  of  nations  and  men,  we  may  ob- 
ferve  the  caufes  that  render  them  hoftile  or  friendly 
to  each  other,  that  tend  to  narrow  or  enlarge,  to 
mollify  or.  exafper'ate,  the  focial  character.  The 
feparation  of  the  Arabs  from  the  reft  of  mankind, 
has  • aocuftomed  them  to  confound  the  ideas  of 
ftrafrger  andlenemyr  and  the  poverty  of  the  land 
has1  introduced  2.  maxim  of  jurifprudence,  which 
they  believe,  and  pradiie  to  the  prefent  hour. 
They  pretend,  that  in  the  divifion  of  the  earth 
the  rich  and  fertile  climates  were  afligned  to  the 
other  branches  of  the  human  family ; and  that  the 
pofterity  of  the  outlaw  Ifmael  might  recover,"  by 
fraud  or  force,  the  portion  of  inheritance  of 
which  he  had  been  unjuftly  deprived. 1 According 
to  the  remark  of  Pliny,  the  Arabian  tribes  are 
equally  addided  to  theft  and  merchandife : the 

3+  I mult  remind  the  reader  that  d'Arvieux,  d’Herbelot,  and 
Niebuhr,  reprefent,  in  the  molt  lively  colours,  the  maimers  and  go- 
vernment of  the  Arabs,  which  are  illultrated  by  many  incidental  paf- 
fages  in  the  life  of  Mahomet. 
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caravans  that  traverfe  the  defert  are  ranfomed  or  chap. 
pillaged ; and  their  neighbours,  fince  the  remote  . -r‘ 
times  of  Job  and  Sefoftris  ”,  have  been  the  vic- 
tims of  their  rapacious  fpirit.  If  a Bedoween  dif- 
covers  from  afar  a folitary  traveller,  he  rides  fu- 
rioufly  againft  him,  crying,  with  a loud  voice, 

“ Undrefs  thyfelf,  thy  aunt  ( my  wife ) is  without 
a garment.”  A ready  fubmifllon  entitles  him 
to  mercy ; refiftance  will  provoke  the  aggreflor, 
and  his  own  blood  mull  expiate  the  blood  which 
he  prefumes  to  Hied  in  legitimate  defence.  A 
fingle  robber,  or  a few  aflociates,  are  branded 
with  their  genuine  name;  but  the  exploits  of  a 
numerous  band  alfume  the  charadter  of  lawful 
and  honourable  war.  The  temper  of  a people, 
thus  armed  againft  mankind,  was  doubly  inflamed 
by  the  domeftic  licenfe  of  rapine,  murder,  and 
revenge.  In  the  conftitution  of  Europe,  the  right 
of  peace  and  war  is  now  confined  to  a fmall,  and 
the  adtual  exercife  to  a much  fmaller,  lift  of  re- 
fpe&able  potentates ; but  each  Arab,  with  impu- 
nity and  renown,  might  point  his  javelin  againft 
the  life  of  his  countryman.  The  union  of  the 
nation  confifted  only  in  a vague  refemblance  of 
language  and  manners ; and  in  each  community, 
the  jurifdidtion  of  the  magiftrate  was  mute  and 

impotent.  Of  the  time  of  ignorance  which  pre- 

'a-  \- 

35  Obftrve  the  firft  chapter  of  Job,  and  the  long  wall  of  1566 
ftarlta  (which  Sefoliris  built  from  Pelufium  to  Heliopolis  (Diodor. 

Sicul.  tom.  i.  1.  i.  p.  67.).  Under  the  name  of  Hycfii,  the  thepherd- 
kings,  they  had  formerly  fubdued  Egypt  (Marlham,  Canon.  Chron. 
p.  98-163,  See.).  • • - . - . i- 
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chap,  ceded  Mahomet,  feventeen  hundred  battles  36  art 

* . k*  recorded  by  tradition : hoftility  was  embittered 
with  the  rancour  of  civil  faction ; and  the  recital, 
in  profe  or  verfe,  of  an  obfolete  feud  was  fufficient 
to  rekindle  the  fame  paflions  among  the  defendants 
of  the  hoflile  tribes.  In  private  life,  every  man, 
at  leaf  every  family,  was  the  judge  and  avenger 
of  its  own  caufe.  The  nice  fenfibility  of  honour, 
which  weighs  the  mfult  rather  than  the  injury, 
Iheds  its  deadly  venom  on  the  quarrels  of  the 
Arabs : the  honour  of  their  women,  and  of  their 
beards , is  molt  eafily  wounded ; an  indecent 
action,  a contemptuous  word,  can  be  expiated 
only  by  the  blood  of  the  offender;  and  fueh  is 
their  patient  inveteracy,  that  they  expeft  whole 
months  and  years  the  opportunity  of  revenge. 
A fine  or  compenfation  for  murder  is  familiar  to 
the  Barbarians  of  every  age ; but  in  Arabia  the 
kinfmen  of  the  dead  are  at'  liberty  to  accept  the 
atonement,  or  to  exercife  with  their  own  hands 
the  law  of  retaliation.  The  refined  malice  of  the 
Arabs  refufes  even  the  head  of  the  murderer, 
fubftitutes  an  innocent  to  the  guilty  perfon,  and 
transfers  the  penalty  to  the  belt  and  mod  con- 
fiderable  of  the  race  by  whom  they  have  been  in- 
jured. If  he  fills  by  their  hands,  they  are  ex- 
pofed  in  their  turn  to  the  danger  of  reprifals,  the 

36  Or,  according  to  another  account,  noo  (d’HerbeldflfBiblio- 
thcque  Orientale,  p.  75.)  : the  two  hiltorians  who  wrote  of  the  Ayam 
al  Arab,  the  battles  of  the  Arabs,  lived  in  the  ix'1*  and  x,h  century. 
The  famous  war  of  Dalles  and  Gabrali  was  occnfioned  by  two  horfes, 
laded  forty  years,  and  ended  in  a proverb  (Pocock,  Specimen, 
p.  4*.). 
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intereft  and  principal  of  the  bloody  debt  are  ac-  CHAP, 
cumulated ; the  individuals  of  either  family  lead  a . L‘  f 
life  of  malice  and  fufpicion,  and  fifty  years  may 
fometimes  elapfe  before  the  account  of  vengeance 
be  finally  fettled17.  This  fanguinary  fpiiit,  ig- 
norant of  pity  or  forgivenefs,  has  been  moderated, 
however,  by  the  maxims  of  honour,  which  re- 
quire in  every  private  encounter  fome  decent  equa- 
lity of  age  and  ftrength,  of  numbers  and  weapons. 

An  annual  feftival  of  two,  perhaps  of  four,  months,  Annua! 
•was  obferved  by  the  Arabs  before  the  time  of  Uuce‘ 
Mahomet,  during  which  their-  fwords  were  reli- 
gioufly  fheathed  both  in  foreign  and  domeftic 
hoftilityj  and  this  partial  truce  is  more  ftrongly 
exprefiive  of  the  habits  of  anarchy  and  warfare38. 

But  the  fpirit  of  rapine  and  revenge  was  at-  Their  ib- 
tempered  by  the  milder  influence  of  trade  and  lite-  'ial  Suali* 

*■  * ncations 

rature.  The  folitary  peninfula  is  encompaired  by  and  vir- 
the  moft  civilized  nations  of  the  ancient  world  : tues* 
the  merchant  is  the  friend  of  mankind ; and  the 
annual  caravans  imported  the  firft  feeds  of  know- 
ledge and  politenefs  into  the  cities,  and  even  the 
camps  of  the  defert.  Whatever  may  be  the  pedi- 
gree of  the  Arabs,  their  language  is  derived  from 


37  The  modern  theory  and  prafliee  of  the  Arabs  in  the  revenge  of 
murder,  are  deferibed  by  Niebuhr  ( Defcription,  p.  26 — 31.).  The 
hardier  features  of  antiquity  may  be  traced  in  the  Koran,  c.  a.  p.  20. 
e.  17.  p.  130.  with  Sale’s  Obfervations. 

js  Procopius  (de  Beil.  Perfic.  1.  i.  c.  16.)  places  the  tiso  holy 
months  about  the  lutnmer  folftice.  The  Arabians  confecrate  four 
months  of  the  year — the  firft,  feventh,  eleventh,  and  twelfth  ; and 
pretend,  that  in  a long  feries  of  ages  the  truce  was  infringed  only 
four  or  fix  times  (Sale’s  Preliminary  Difcourfe,  p.  J4.7 — ijo.  and 
Notes  on  the  ixth  chapter  of  the  Koran,  p.  154.,  &c.  Cafiti,  Bibiiot. 
Hifjxtno-Aiabica,  tom.  ii.  p,  20,  21.). 

the 
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C HlA  P'  r^e  ^ame  original  ftock  with  the  Hebrew,  the  Syriac, 
s -t’  _i  and  the  Chalda;an  tongues ; the  independence  of 
the  tribes  was  marked  by  their  peculiar  diale&s 19 ; 
but  each,  after  their  own,  allowed  a juft  preference 
to  the  pure  and  perfpicuous  idiom  of  Mecca.  In 
Arabia  as  well  as  in  Greece,  the  perfeiftion  of  lan- 
guage outftripptd  the  refinement  of  manners  j and 
her  fpeech  could  diverfify  the  fourfcore  names  of 
honey,  the  two  hundred  of  a ferpent,  the  five  hundred 
of  a lion,  the  thoufand  of  a fword,  at  a time  when 
this  copious  dictionary  wasv  entrufted  to-  the  me- 
mory of  an  illiterate  people.  The  monuments  of 
the  Homerites  were  infcribed  with  an  obfolete  and 
myfterious  character ; but  the  Cufic  letters,  the 
ground- work  of  the  prefent  alphabet,  were  in- 
vented on  the  banks  of  the  Euphrates;  and  the 
recent  invention  was  taught  at  Mecca  by  a ftranger 
who  fettled  in  that  city  after  the  birth  of  Mahomet. 
The  arts  of  grammar,  of  metre,  and  of  rhetoric, 
were  unknown  to  the  freeborn  eloquence  of  the 
Arabians ; but  their  penetration  was  Iharp,  their 
fancy  luxuriant,  their  wit  ftrong  and  fententious  4°, 

*9  Arrian,  in  the  fecond  century,  remarks  (in  Periplo  Maris 
Erythraei,  p.  n.)  the  partial  or  total  difference  of  the  dialefis  of  the 
Arabs.  Their  language  and  letters  are  copioufly  treated  by  Pocock 
(Specimen,  p.  150-154..),  Cafiri  (Bibliot.  Hifpano- Arabics,  tom. 
i.  p.  t.  83. 191.  tom.  ii.  p.  15,  See.),  and  Niebuhr  (Defcription  de 
l’Arabie,  p.  71— 86.).  I pafs  (lightly;  I am  not  fond  of  repeating 
words  like  a parrot. 

43  A familiar  tale  in  Voltaire’s  Zadig  (le  Chien  et  !e  Cheval)  is 
related,  to  prove  the  natural  fagacity  of  the  Arabs  (d’Herbelot,  Bib- 
liot. Orient,  p.  no,  111.  Gagnier,  Vie  de  Mahomet,  tom.  i.  p. 
3 7 — 46  );  but  d’Arvieux,  or  rather  La  Roque  (Voyage  de  Pal*. 
Itine,  p.  9?-.),  denies  the  boallcd  fuperiority  of  the  Bedoweens.  The 
one  hundred  and  iixty-ninc  fentences  of  All  (tranflated  by  Ockley, 
London,  1718)  afford  a jutt  and  favourable  fpecimen  of  Ara- 
bian wit. 

and 
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and  their  more  elaborate  compofitions  were  addrefT-  chap. 
ed  with  energy  and  effect  to  the  minds  of  their  , ' . 

hearers.  The  genius  and  merit  of  a rifing  poet  Love  of 
■was  celebrated  by  the  applaufe  of  his  own  and  the  poetry* 
kindred  tribes.  A folemn  banquet  was  prepared, 
and  a chorus  of  women,  ftriking  their  tymbals, 
and  difplaying  the  pomp  of  their  nuptials,  fung  in 
the  prefence  of  their  fons  and  hufbands  the  felicity 
of  their  native  tribe;  that  a champion  had  now 
appeared  to  vindicate  their  rights ; that  a herald 
had  raifed  his  voice  to  immortalife  their  renown. 

The  diftant  or  hoftile  tribes  reforted  to  an  annual 
fair  which  was  abolifhed  by  the  fanaticifm  of  the 
firft  Modems  ; a national  aflembly  that  rnuft  have 
contributed  to  refine  and  harmonife  the  Barbarians. 

Thirty  days  were  employed  in  the  exchange,  not 
only  of  corn  and  wine,  but  of  eloquence  and 
poetry.  The  prize  was  difputed  by  the  generous 
emulation  of  the  bards ; the  victorious  performance 
was  depofited  in  the  archives  of  princes  and  emirs; 
and  we  may  read  in  our  own  language,  the  feven 
original  poems  which  were  infcribed  in  letters  of 
gold,  and  fufpended  in  the  temple  of  Mecca  4‘.  The 
Arabian  poets  were  the  hiftorians  and  moralifts  of 
the  age ; and  if  they  fympathifed  with  the  pre- 
judices, they  infpired  and  crowned  the  virtues,  of 
their  countrymen.  The  indifloluble  union  of  ge- 
neroGty  and  valour  was  the  darling  theme  of  their 

+'  Pocock  (Specimen,  p.  158 — j6t.)  and  Caliri  (Bibliot.  Hif- 
pano- Arabics,  tom.  i.  p.  4.8.  84,  &c.  119.  tom.  ii.  p.  17,  &c.) 
fpeak  of  the  Arabian  poets  before  M:.homet : the  ftvcn  poems  of 
the  Caaba  have  been  publifhed  in  Englifh  by  Sir  William  Jones ; but 
his  honourable  million  to  India  has  deprived  us  of  his  own  notes,  far 
more  interefting  than  the  obfcure  and  oblblete  text. 

Vol.  IX.  R fong; 

• * **  Diaitized  bv  Goodie 


242 

C HAP. 
L. 

* v ! 

Examples 
of  genero- 
fit/. 


THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 

long;  and  when  they  pointed  their  keeneft  fatire 
againft  a defpicable  race,  they  affirmed,  in  the 
bitternefs  of  reproach,  that  the  men  knew  not 
how  to  give,  nor  the  women  to  deny41.  The 
fame  hofpitality,  which  was  p raft i fed  by  Abraham 
and  celebrated  by  Homer,  is  Hill  renewed  in  the 
camps  of  the  Arabs.  The  ferocious  Bedoweens, 
the  terror  of  the  defert,  embrace,  without  in- 
quiry orhefitation,  thellranger  who  dares  to  confide 
in  their  honour  and  to  enter  their  tent.  His  treat- 
ment is  kind  and  refpeftful  ; he  fliares  the  wealth 
or  the  poverty  of  his  hoft ; and,  after  a needful 
repofe,  he  is  difmifled  on  his  way,  with  thanks, 
with  bleffings,  and  perhaps  with  -gifts.  The  heart 
and  hand  are  more  largely  expanded  by  the  wants 
of  a brother  or  a friend  ; but  the  heroic  afts  that 
could  deferve  the  public  applaufe,  mull  have  fur- 
palTed  the  narrow  meafure  of  difcretion  and  expe- 
rience. A dil'pute  had  arifen,  who,  among  the 
citizens  of  Mecca,  was  entitled  to  the  prize  of 
generofity ; and  a fucceffive  application  was  made 
to  the  three  who  were  deemed  moll  worthy  of  the 
trial.  Abdallah,  the  fon  of  Abbas,  had  under- 
taken a diftant  journey,  and  his  foot  was  in  the 
ltirrup  when  he  heard  the  voice  of  a fuppliant, 
“ O fon  of  the  uncle  of  the  apoftle  of  God,  I am 
tc  a traveller  and  in  diftrefs.”  He  inftantly  dif- 
mounted  to  prefent  the  pilgrim  with  his  camel, 
her  rich  caparifon,  and  a purfe  of  four  thoufand 
pieces  of  gold,  excepting  only  the  fword,  either  for 
its  intrinfic  value,  or  as  the  gift  of  an  honoured 

4*  Sale’s  Preliminary  Difcourfe,  p.  *9,  30. 

kinfman. 
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kinfman.  The  fervant  of  Kais  informed  the  fe-  c ^AP* 
cond  fuppliant  that  his  matter  was  afleep;  but  he  ■ -t-  ■ 

immediately  added,  “ Here  is  a purfe  of  feven 
“ thoufand  pieces  of  gold  (it  is  all  we  have  in  the 
tc  houfe),  and  here  is  an  order,  that  will  entitle 
“ you  to  a camel  and  a Have the  matter,  as 
foon  as  he  awoke,  prailed  and  enfranchifed  his  faith- 
ful fteward,  with  a gentle  reproof,  that  by  relpedl- 
ing  his  flumbers  he  had  ftinted  his  bounty.  The 
third  of  thefe  heroes,  the  blind  Arabah,  at  the 
hour  of  prayer,  was  fupporting  his  fteps  on  the 
fhoulders  of  two  Haves.  “ Alas  1”  he  replied,  “ my 
“ coffers  are  empty  ! but  thefe  you  may  fell;  if 
“ you  refufe,  I renounce  them.”  At  thefe  words, 
puffiing  away  the  youths,  he  groped  along  the  wall 
with  his  ttaff.  The  character  ofHatem  is  the  per- 
fect model  of  Arabian  virtue  43 ; he  was  brave  and 
liberal,  an  eloquent  poet  and  a fuccefsful  robber : 
forty  camels  were  roafted  at  his  hofpitable  feafts ; 
and  at  the  prayer  of  a fuppliant  enemy,  he  reftor- 
ed  both  the  captives  and  the  fpoil.  The  freedom 
of  his  countrymen  difdained  the  laws  of  juttice : 
they  proudly  indulged  the  fpontaneous  impulle  of 
pity  and  benevolence. 

The  religion  of  the  Arabs44,  as  well  as  of  the  A n|Ca'tent 
Indians,  confifted  in  the  worfhip  of  the  fun,  the 

moon, 

4t  D’Herbelof,  Bibliot.  Orient,  p.  45S.  Gagnier,  Vie  de  Ma- 
homet, tom.  iii.  p.  118.  Caab  and  Hefnus  (Pocock,  Specimen,  p. 

43.  /r5.  48.)  were  likewife  conlpicuotis  for  their  liberality  ; and 
the  latter  is  elegantly  praifed  by  an  Arabian  poet : “ Videbis  eum 
“ cum  accefleris  exultantem,  ac  fi  dares  illi  quod  ab  illo  petis.” 

44  Whatever  can  now  be  known  of  the  idolatry  of  the  ancient 
Arabians,  maybe  found  in  Pocock  (Specimen,  p.89  — 136.  1S3, 

R a 164.). 
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C \A  P‘  moon>  anc^  the  fixed  ftars,  a primitive  and  fpeci- 

> — ous  mode  of  fuperftition.  The  bright  luminaries 
of  the  Iky  difplay  thevifible  image  of  a Deity:  their 
number  and  diftance  convey  to  a philofophic,  or 
even  a vulgar,  eye,  the  idea  of  boundlefs  fpace: 
the  chara&er  of  eternity  is  marked  on  thefe  l'olid 
globes,  that  feem  incapable  of  corruption  or  decay : 
the  regularity  of  their  motions  may  be  afcribed  to  a 
principle  of  reafon  or  inftin&j  and  their  real  or 
imaginary  influence  encourages  the  vain  belief  that 
the  earth  and  its  inhabitants  are  the  objeft  of  their 
peculiar  care.  The  fcience  of  aftronomy  was  cul- 
tivated at  Babylon  but  the  fchool  of  the  Arabs 
was  a clear  firmament  and  a naked  plain.  In  their 
nocturnal  marches,  they  fleered  by  the  guidance 
of  the  ftars : their  names,  and  order,  and  daily 
llation,  were  familiar  to  the  curiofity  and  devotion 
of  the  Bedoween  j and  he  was  taught  by  experience 
to  divide  in  twenty-eight  parts,  the  zodiac  of  the 
moon,  and  to  blefs  the  conftellations  who  refrefhed, 
with  falutarv  rains,  the  thirft  of  the  defert.  The 
reign  of  the  heavenly  orbs  could  not  be  extended 
beyond  the  vifible  fphere  ; and  fome  metaphyfical 
powers  were  neceflary  to  fuftain  the  tranfmigration 
of  fouls  and  the  refurredtion  of  bodies  : a camel 
was  left  to  perifh  on  the  grave,  that  he  might  ferve 
his  mailer  in  another  life  s and  the  invocation  of 
departed  fpirits  impjies  that  they  were  ftill  endowed 
with  confcioufnefs  and  power.  I am  ignorant,  and 
I am  carelefs,  of  the  blind  mythology  of  the  Bar- 

164.).  His  profound  erudition  is  more  clearly  and  concifely  inter- 
preted by  Sale  (Preliminary  Difcourfe,  p.  14 — 14.)  j and  Afl'emanni 
(Bibliot.  Orient,  tom.  iv.  p.  5&0— 590.)  has  added  fome  valuable 
remarks. 

barians  > 
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barians  5 of  the  local  deities,  of  the  ftars,  the  air,  chap. 
and  the  earth,  of  their  fex  or  titles,  their  attri-  ■_  -v— ,j 
butes  or  fubordination.  Each  tribe,  each  family, 
each  independent  warrior,  created  and  changed  the 
rites  and  the  objedt  of  his  fantaftic  worfhip;  but 
the  nation,  in  every  age,  has  bowed  to  the  reli- 
gion, as  well  as  to  the  language,  of  Mecca.  The  TheCaaba 
genuine  antiquity  of  the  Caaba  afcends  beyond  ofMecca. 
the  Chriftian  sera : in  defcribing  the  coaft  of  the 
Red  Sea,  the  Greek  hiftorian  Diodorus 45  has  re- 
marked, between  the  Thamudites  and  the  Sabseans, 
a famous  temple,  whofe  fuperior  fandlity  was  re- 
vered by  all  the  Arabians  : the  line  nor  filken 
veil,  which  is  annually  renewed  by  the  T urkifli  em- 
peror, was  firft  offered  by  a pious  king  of  the  Ho- 
merites,  who  reigned  feven  hundred  years  before  the 
time  of  Mahomet46.  Atentora  cavern  might  fuffice 
for  the  worfliip  of  the  favages,  but  an  edifice  of 
flone  and  clay  has  been  eredted  in  its  place;  and 
the  art  and  power  of  the  monarchs  of  the  Eaft 
have  been  confined  to  the  fimplicity  of  the  original 

45  Isfov  ayiarixTov  i&;vrat  Tifiu/aitou  viro  rratru-j  Aoa&ut  •mfUroTirtu 
(Diodor.  Sicul.  tom.  i.  1.  iii.  p.  211.).  The  character  and  pofition 
are  fo  corre&ly  appolite,  that  I am  ftuprifed  how  this  curious  paflage 
(hould  have  been  read  without  notice  or  application.  Yet  this  famous 
temple  had  been  overlooked  by  Agatharcides  (de  Mari  Rubro,  p.  58. 
in  Hudfon,  tom.  i.).  whom  Diodorus  copies  in  the  reft  of  the  de- 
fcription.  Was  the  Sicilian  more  knowing  than  the  Egyptian  ? Or 
was  the  Caaba  built  between  the  years  of  Rome  650  and  74.6,  the 
dates  of  their  refpeflive  hiftories  ? (Dodwell,  in  Diflert.  ad  tom.  i. 

Hudfon,  p.  72.  Fabricius,  Bibliot.  Graec.  tom.  ii.  p.  770.). 

4fi  Pocock,  Specimen,  p.  60,  61.  From  the  death  of  Mahomet 
we  afcend  to  68,  from  his  birth  to  129,  years,  before  the  Chriftian 
aera.  The  veil  or  curtain,  which  is  now  of  filk  and  gold,  was  no 
more  than  a piece  of  Egyptian  linen  ( Abulfeda,  in  Vit.  Mohammed. 

C.  6.  p.  14.). 

R 3 model. 
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model47.  A fpacious  portico  indoles  the  qua- 
drangle of  the  Caaba  ; a fquare  chapel,  twenty- 
four  cubits  long,  twenty-three  broad,  and  twenty- 
feven  high  : a door  and  a window  admit  the  light; 
the  double  roof  is  fupported  by  three  pillars  of 
wood  ; a fpout  (now  of  gold)  difcharges  the  rain- 
water, and  the  well  Zemzem  is  protected  by  a 
dome  from  accidental  pollution.  The  tribe  ofKo- 
reifh,  by  fraud  or  force,  had  acquired  the  cuftody 
of  the  Caaba  :the  facerdotal  office  devolved  through 
four  lineal  defcents  to  the  grandfather  of  Ma- 
homet;' and  the  family  of  the  Hafhemites,  from 
whence  he  fprung,  was  the  moll  refpedable  and 
facred  in  the  eyes  of  their  country  4#.  The  pre- 
cinds  of  Mecca  enjoyed  the  rights  of  landuary; 
and,  in  the  laft  month  of  each  year,  the  city  and 
the  temple  were  crowded  with  a long  train  of  pil- 
grims, who  prefented  their  vows  and  offerings  in 
the  houfe  of  God.  The  fame  rites,  which  are  now 
accomplifhed  by  the  faithful  Mufulman,  were  in- 
vented and  pradifed  by  the  fuperftition  of  the  ido- 
laters. At  an  awful  diftance  they  caff  away  their 
garments : feveh  times,  with  hafty  Heps,  they  en- 
circled the  Caaba,  and  kiffed  the  black  ftone: 


47  The  original  plan  of  the  Caaba  (which  is  fert  ilely  copied  in 
Sale,  the  Univerfal  Hiftory,  & c.)  was  a Turkish  draught,  which 
Keland  (de  Keligione  Moluimmedica,  p.  113—113.)  has  correfled 
and  explained  from  the  belt  authorities.  For  the  defeription  and  le- 
gend of  the  Caaba,  conlult  Pocock  (Specimen,  p.  115  — 12a.),  the 
Bibliotheque  Oriemale  of  d’Herbelot  (Caaba,  Hagir,  Ztnrnem,  &c.)> 
and  Sale  (Preliminary  Difcourfe,  p.  114 — 122.). 

•t5  Cola,  the  fifth  anceltcr  of  Mahomet,  mull  have  ufurped  the 
Caaba  A.  D.  440  ; but  the  liory  is  differently  told  by  Jannabi  (Gag- 
nicr,  Vic  de  Mahomet,  tom.  i.  p.  65—69.)  and  by  Abulfeda  (in  Vit, 
Motjam.  c.  6.  p.  13.), 
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feven  times  they  vifited  and  adored  the  adjacent 
mountains  : feven  times  they  threw  ftones  into  the 
valley  of  Mina  j and  the  pilgrimage  was  atchieved, 
as  at  the  prefent  hour,  by  a facrifice  of  ftieep  and 
camels,  and  the  burial  of  their  hair  and  nails  in 
the  confecrated  ground.  Each  tribe  either  found 
or  introduced  in  the  Caaba  their  domeftic  worlliip : 
the  temple  was  adorned,  or  defiled,  with  three 
hundred  and  fixty  idols  of  men,  eagles,  lions,  and 
antelopes  ; and  moft  confpicuous  was  the  ftatue  of 
Hebal,  of  red  agate,  holding  in  his  hand  feven  ar- 
rowsy  without  heads  or  feathers,  the  inftruments 
and  fymbols  of  profane  divination.  But  this  ftatue 
was  a monument  of  Syrian  arts : the  devotion  of 
the  ruder  ages  was  content  with  a pillar  or  a tablet  j 
and  the  rocks  of  the  defert  were  hewn  into  gods 
or  altars,  in  imitation  of  the  black  ftone 49  of 
Mecca,  which  is  deeply  tainted  with  the  reproach 
of  an  idolatrous  origin.  From  Japan  to  Peru, 
the  ufe  of  facrifice  has  univerfally  prevailed  ; and 
the  votary  has  exprefied  his  gratitude,  or  fear,  by 
deftroying  or  confuming,  in  honour  of  the  gods, 
the  dearell;  and  moft  precious  of  their  gifts.  The 
life  of  aman5°is  the  moft  precious  oblation  to  depre- 
cate 

49  In  the  ftcond  century,  Maximus  of  Tyre  attributes  to  the  Arabs 
the  worth  ip  of  a done — Af«,Stoi  pr.,  omioc  & ax.  cioa. 

To  o£  ayx'AfLX  ucq>  i TtiSs;  r>v  TrTpayanoj  (difiert.  viii.  tom.  i.  p.  14*. 
edit.  Rcifke);  and  the  reproach  is  furioufiy  re-echoed  by  the  Chnft- 
ians  (Clemens  Alex,  in  Protreptico,  p.  40.  Arnobius  contra  Gentes, 
1.  vi.  p.  246-).  Yet  thefe  ftones  were  no  other  than  the 
of  Syria  and  Greece,  fo  renowned  in  facred  and  profane  anti- 
quity (Euleb.  Proep.  Evangel.  1.  i.  p.  37.  Martham,  Canon. 
Chron.  p.  54—56.). 

S°  The  two  horrid  fubjefts  of  Arijpo9tfyi!*  and  notiJolWia,  are  ac- 
curately dilcufled  by  the  learned  Sir  John  Marftiam  (Canon.  Chron. 
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cate  a public  calamity : the  altars  of  Phoenicia 
and  Egypt,  of  Rome  and  Carthage,  have  been 
polluted  with  human  gore  : the  cruel  pra&ice  was 
long  preferved  among  the  Arabs ; in  the  third  cen- 
tury, a boy  was  annually  facrificed  by  the  tribe  of 
the  Dumatians  " ; and  a royal  captive  was  pioufly 
flaughtered  by  the  prince  of  the  Saracens,  the  ally 
and  foldier  of  the  emperor  J uftinian  5\  A parent 
who  drags  his  fon  to  the  altar,  exhibits  the  moll 
painful  and  fublime  effort  of  fanaticifm  : the  deed, 
or  the  intention,  was  fan<5tified  by  the  example  of 
faints  and  heroes  ; and  the  father  of  Mahomet 
himfelf  was  devoted  by  a raflt  vow,  and  hard- 
ly ranfomed  for  the  equivalent  of  an  hundred 
camels.  In  the  time  of  ignorance,  the  Arabs, 
like  the  Jews  and  Egyptians,  abftained  from 
the  tafte  of  fwine’s  flelh53'}  they  circumcif- 

ed 


p.  76—78.  301—304.).  Sanchoniatho  derives  the  Phoenician  facrifice* 
from  the  example  of  Chronus  ; but  we  are  ignorant  whether 
Chronus  lived  before  or  after  Abraham,  or  indeed  whether  he  lived 
at  all. 

K at’  it's  (Karon  ntaiaa  .Ouor,  is  the  reproach  of  Porphyry}  but 
he  likewife  imputes  to  the  Roman  the  fame  barbarous  cultoni,  which, 
A.  U.  C.  637,  had  been  finally  abolifhed.  Dumanha,  Daumat  at 
Gendal,  is  noticed  by  Ptolemy  (Tabul.  p.  37.  Arabia,  p.  9—29.) 
and  Abulfeda  (p.  57.) ; and  may  be  found  in  d’Anville’s  maps,  in 
the  mid-defert  between  Ch'aibar  and  Tadmor. 

J*  Procopius  (de  Bell.  Perftco,  1.  i.  c.  28.),  Evagrius  (1.  vi.  c. 
it  ),  and  Pocock  (Specimen,  p.  72.  86.),  atteft  thehuman  Sacrifices 
of  the  Arabs  in  the  vi‘h  century.  The  danger  and  efcapeof  Abdallah, 
is  a tradition  rather  than  a faft  (Gagnier,  Vie  de  Mahomet,  tom.  i. 
p.  82— 84.). 

ss  Suillis  carnibus  abftincnt,  fays  Solinus  (Polyhiftor.  c.  33.), 
who  copies  Pliny  (I.  viii.  c.  68.)  in  the  ftrange  fuppofition,  that  hogs 
cannot  live  in  Arabia.  The  Egyptians  were  actuated  by  a natural 
and  fuperftitious  horror  for  that  unclean  bead  (Marfham,  Canon, 
p,  20J.).  The  old  Arabians  likewife  pra&ifed,  fxjl  coitum,  the  rite 
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ed  54  their  children  at  the  age  of  puberty  : the  c HLA  p- 
fame  cuftoms,  without  the  cenfure  or  the  precept  y — » 
of  the  Koran,  have  been  filently  transmitted  to  their 
pofterity  and  profelytes.  It  has  been  fagacioufly 
conjedtured,  that  the  artful  legiflator  indulged 
the  ftubborn  prejudices  of  his  countrymen.  It  is 
more  Simple  to  believe  that  he  adhered  to  the  habits 
and  opinions  of  his  youth,  without  forefeeing  that  a 
pradtice  congenial  to  the  climate  of  Mecca,  might 
become  ufelefs  or  inconvenient  on  the  banks  of 
the  Danube  or  the  Volga. 

Arabia  was  free : the  adjacent  kingdoms  were  Introduc- 
fhaken  by  the  ftorms  of  conqueft  and  tyranny,  and  sabisuu. 
the  perfecuted  fedts  fled  to  the  happy  land  where 
they  might  profefs  what  they  thought,  and  pradtife 
what  they  profefled.  The  religions  of  the  Sabians 
and  Magians,  of  the  Jews  and  Chriftians,  were 
difleminated  from  the  Perfian  Gulf  to  the  Red  Sea. 

In  a remote  period  of  antiquity,  Sabianifm  was 
diffufed  overAfia  by  the  Science  of  the  Chaldteans” 
and  the  arms  of  the  Aflyrians.  From  the  observa- 
tions of  two  thoufand  years,  the  priefts  and  aftro- 


of  ablution  (Herodot.  1.  i.  c.  80.),  which  is  fanflified  by  the  Ma- 
hometan law  (Reland,  p.  75,  &c.  Chardin,  or  lather  the  Mtllab  of 
Shaw  Abbas,  tom.  iv.  p.  71,  &c.). 

J4  The  Mahometan  doftors  are  not  fond  of  the  fubjefl ; yet  they 
hold  circumcifion  neceflary  to  falvation,  and  even  pretend  that  Ma- 
homet was  miraculoufly  born  without  a forelkin  (Pocock,  Specimen, 
p.  319,  320.  Sale's  Preliminary  Difcourfe,  p.  106,  107.). 

JSr  Diodorus  Siculus  (tom.  i.  1.  ii.  p.  141— 14.5.)  has  call  on  their 
religion  the  curious  but  fuperficial  glance  of  a Greek.  Their  aliro- 
nomy  would  be  far  more  valuable : they  had  looked  through  the 
telefcope  of  reafon,  fince  they  could  doubt  whether  the  fun  were  in  the 
Dumber  of  the  planets  or  of,  the  fixed  liars. 


nomers 


250 


THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 


c HA  p • nomers  of  Babylon  56  deduced  the  eternal  laws  of 
nature  and  providence.  They  adored  the  feven 
gods  or  angels  who  directed  the  courfe  of  the  feven 
planets,  and  Ihed  their  irrefiftible  influence  on  the 
earth.  The  attributes  of  the  feven  planets,  with 
the  twelve  figns  of  the  zodiac,  and  the  twenty- 
four  conftellations  of  the  northern  and  fouthern 
hemifphere,  were  reprefented  by  images  and  talis- 
mans ; the  feven  days  of  the  week  were  dedicated  to 
their  refpe£tive  deities ; the  Sabians  prayed  thrice 
each  day  ; and  the  temple  of  the  moon  at  Haran 
was  the  term  of  their  pilgrimage S7.  But  the  flexible 
genius  of  their  faith  was  always  ready  either  to 
teach  or  to  learn  : in  the  tradition  of  the  creation, 
the  deluge,  and  the  patriarchs,  they  held  a Angu- 
lar agreement  with  their  Jewifli  captives;  they  ap- 
. pealed  to  the  fecret  books  of  Adam,  Seth,  and 
Enoch ; and  a flight  infufion  of  the  gofpel  has 
transformed  the  laft  remnant  of  the  Polytheifts  into 
the  Chriftians  of  St.  John,  in  the  territory  of  Baf- 
f°ra’8.  The  altars  of  Babylon  were  overturned 

by 

J6  Simplicius  (who  quotes  Porphyry),  de  Coelo,  I.  ii.  com.  xlvi. 
j».  123.  lin.  iS.  apud  Marfham,  Canon.  Chron,  p.  47 4.  who  doubts 
the  fafi,  becaufc  it  is  adverfe  to  his  fy  items.  The  carlieft  date  of 
the  Chal Jean  obi'ervations  is  the  year  2234  before  Chrilt.  After  the 
conqucft  of  Babylon  by  Alexander,  they  were  communicated,  at  th’e 
rcqueft  of  Ariltoiie,  10  the  aitronomer  Hipparchus.  . What  a mo- 
ment in  the  annals  ot  fcience  ! 

57  Pocock  (Specimen,  p.  13S — 146.),  Hottinger  (Hilt.  Oriental, 
p.  162 — 203.),  llydc  (de  Keligione  Vet.  Perlarum,  p.  124.  128, 
£cc.),  d’iierbclot  ( Sail,  p.  725,  726.),  and  Sale  (Preliminary 
* Difeourft-,  p.  14,  15.),  rather  excite  than  gratify  our  curiofity ; 
and  the  hit  of  thefe  writers  confounds  Sabianifin  with  the  primitive 
religion  of  the  Arabs. 

5s  D’Anville  (1'Euphrate  de  le  Tigre,  p.  130— 147.)  will  fix  the 
pofiticn  of  thefe  ambiguous  Chriitians;  Allcmannus  (Bibliot.  Ori. 
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by  the  Magians  ; but  the  injuries  of  the  Sabians 
were  revenged  by  the  fword  of  Alexander ; Perfia 
groaned  above  five  hundred  years  under  a foreign 
yoke  ; and  the  pureft  difqiples  of  Zoroafter  efcaped 
from  the  contagion  of  idolatry,  and  breathed  with 
their  adverfaries  the  freedom  of  the  defert 59.  Seven 
hundred  years  before  the  death  of  Mahomet,  the 
Jews  were  fettled  in  Arabia : and  a far  greater 
multitude  was  expelled  from  the  holy  land  in  the 
wars  of  Titus  and  Hadrian.  The  induftrious  exiles 
afpired  to  liberty  and  power : they  erefted  fyna- 
gogues  in  the  cities  and  cattles  in  the  wildernefs, 
and  their  Gentile  converts  were  confounded  with 
the  children  of  Ifrael,  whom  they  refembled  in  the 
outward  mark  of  circumcifion.  The  Chriftian 
miflionaries  were  ftill  more  active  and  fuccefsful : 
the  Catholics  aflerted  their  univerfal  reign  ; the 
fedts  whom  they  opprefled  fuccettively  retired  be- 
yond the  limits  of  the  Roman  empire  ; the  Mar- 
cionites  and  the  Manichseans  difperfed  their  phan- 
tafiic  opinions  and  apocryphal  gofpels ; the 
churches  of  Yemen,  and  the  princes  of  Hira  and 
Gafian,  were  inllrudted  in  a purer  creed  by  the  Ja- 
cobite and  Neftorian  bifhops60.  The  liberty  of 

cntal.  tom,  iv.  p.  607—614.)  may  explain  their  tenets.  But  it  is  a 
ilippery  talk  to  afcertain  the  creed  of  an  ignorant  people,  afraid  and 
afhamcd  to  difclofe  their  fecret  traditions. 

59  The  Magi  were  fixed  in  the  province  of  Bahrein  (Gagnier,  Vie 
dc  Mahomet;  tom.  iii.  p.  1 14.),  and  mingled  with  the  old  Arabians 
(Pocock,  Specimen,  p.  146 — 150.). 

60  The  date  of  the  Jews  and  Chriftians  in  Arabia,  is  deferibed  by 
Pocock  from  Shareftani,  Sec.  (Specimen,  p.  60.  rj4,  Sec.),  Hot- 
tingcr(Hi!t.  Orient,  p.  era  — *■58.'),  d’Hcrbelot  (Bibliot.  Orient,  p. 
474—476.),  Balruge  (Hid.  lies  Juifs,  tom.  vii.  p.  185.  tom.  viii. 
p.  280.),  and  Sale  (Preliminary  Difcourfe,  p.  21,  Sec.  33,  Sec.). 
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choice  was  prefented  to  the  tribes : each  Arab 
was  free  to  eleCb  or  to  compofe  his  private  religion : 
and  the  rude  fuperftition  of  his  houfe  was  mingled 
with  the  fublime  theology  of  faints  and  philofo- 
phers.  A fundamental  article  of  faith  was  incul- 
cated by  the  confent  of  the  learned  ftrangers;  the 
exiftence  of  one  fupreme  God,  who  is  exalted 
above  the  powers  of  heaven  and  earth,  but  who 
has  often  revealed  himfelf  to  mankind  by  the  mi- 
niftry  of  his  angels  and  prophets,  and  whofe  grace 
or  jurtice  has  interrupted,  by  feafonable  miracles, 
the  order  of  nature.  The  moft  rational  of  the 
Arabs  acknowledged  his  power,  though  they  ne- 
glected his  worlhip  and  it  was  habit  rather  than 
conviction  that  (till  attached  them  to  the  relics  of 
idolatry.  The  Jews  and  Chriftians  were  the  people 
of  the  book ; the  bible  was  already  tranflated  into 
the  Arabic  language  #l,  and  the  volume  of  the  old 
teftament  was  accepted  by  the  concord  of  thefe  im- 
placable enemies.  In  the  (lory  of  the  Hebrew 
patriarchs,  the  Arabs  were  pleafed  to  difeover  the 
fathers  of  their  nation.  They  applauded  the  birth 

61  In  their  offerings  it  was  a maxim  to  defraud  God  for  the  profit 
of  the  idol,  not  a more  potent,  but  a more  irritable  patron  (Pocock, 
Specimen,  p.  tog,  109.). 

61  Our  verfions  now  extant,  whether  Jewilh  or  Chriffiau,  appear 
more  recent  than  the  Koran  ; but  the  exillence  of  a prior  tranflation 
may  be  fairly  inferred,  1.  From  the  perpetual  pratlice  of  the  fyna- 
gogue,  of  expounding  the  Hebrew  teflon  by  a paraphrnfe  in  the 
vulgar  tongue  of  the  country,  a.  From  the  analogy  of  the  Arme- 
nian, Perfian,  Asthiopic  verfions,  exprefsly  quoted  by  the  fathers  of 
the  fifth  century,  who  aflert  that  the  Scriptures  were  tranflated  into 
a// the  Barbaric  languages  (Walton,  Prolegomena  ad  Biblia  Polyglot, 
p.  34.  93  — 97.  Simon,  Hift.  Critique  du  V.  et  du  N.  Teftament, 
tom.  i.  p.  iSo,  181.  i8a— 186.  *93.  305.  306.  tom.  iv.  p.  aofi.). 

and 
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and  promifes  of  Ifmael;  revered  the  faith  and  CHLAP* 
virtue  of  Abraham  ; traced  his  pedigree  and  their  v — 
own  to  the  creation  of  the  firft  man,  and  imbibed 
with  equal  credulity,  the  prodigies  of  the  holy  text, 
and  the  dreams  and  traditions  of  the  Jewilh 
rabbis. 

The  bafe  and  plebeian  origin  of  Mahomet  is  an  Birth  and 
unfkilful  calumny  of  the  Chadians®*,  who  exalt 
inftead  of  degrading  the  merit  of  their  adverfary. 

His  defeent  from  Ifmael  was  a national  privilege 
or  fable ; but  if  the  firft  fteps  of  the  pedigree  ®+  are 
dark  and  doubtful,  he  could  produce  many  gene- 
rations of  pure  and  genuine  nobility : he  fprung 
from  the  tribe  of  Koreifh  and  the  family  of  Ha-  ,, 

(hem,  the  moft  illuftrious  of  the  Arabs,  the  princes 
of  Mecca,  and  the  hereditary  guardians  or  the 
Caaba.  The  grandfather  of  Mahomet  was  Abdol 
Motalleb,  the  fon  of  Hafhem,  a wealthy  and  ge- 
nerous citizen,  who  relieved  the  diftrefs  of  fa- 
mine with  the  fupplies  of  commerce.  Mecca, 
which  had  been  fed  by  the  liberality  of  the  father, 
was  faved  by  the  courage  of  the  fon.  1 he  king- 
dom of  Yemen  was  fubjed  to  the  Chriftian  princes 

6}  In  eo  conveniunt  omnes,  ut  plcbeio  vilique  genere  ortum,  &c. 
(Hottioger,  Hift.  Orient,  p.  136.).  Yet  Theophanes,  the  moft 
ancient  of  the  Greeks,  and  the  father  of  many  a lie,  conkffcs  that 
Mahomet  was  of  the  race  of  Ifmael,  «*  f***«  y«nx«Tar>K  fvKni 
(Chronograph,  p.  *77.). 

b4-  Ahtilfcda  (in  Vit.  Mohammed,  c.  1,  *.)  and  Gagmcr  (Vie  de 
Mahomet,  p.  *5-97-)  Scribe  the  popular  and  approved  genealogy 
of  the  prophet.  At  Mecca,  I would  not  difp»te  its  authenticity  5 at 
Laufanne,  I will  venture  to  obferve,  1.  That  from  liinael  to  Maho- 
met, a period  of  *500  years,  they  reckon  thirty,  inftead  of  feventy- 
five,  generations,  a.  That  the  modern  Bedoweens  are  ignorant  of 
their  hiftory  and  carelefs  of  their  pedigree  (Voyage  dc  d’Arvieux,  p. 

*00.  103.).  r 
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of  Abyflinia ; their  vafifal  Abrahah  was  provoked 
by  an  infult  to  avenge  the  honour  of  the  crofs  j and 
the  holy'city  was  inverted  by  a train  of  elephants 
and  an  army  of  Africans.  A treaty  was  propofed  ; and 
in  the  firft  audience,  the  grandfather  of  Mahomet 
demanded  the  reftitution  of  his  cattle.  ‘f  And 
<c  why,  faid  Abrahah,  do  you  not  rather  implore  my 
“ clemency  in  favour  of  your  temple,  which  I 
(C  have  threatened  to  deftroy  ?”  “ Becaufe,”  re- 

plied the  intrepid  chief,  “ the  cattle  is  my  own : 
“ the  Caaba  belongs  to  the  gods,  and  they  will  de- 
“ fend  their  houfe  from  injury  and  facrilege.”  The 
want  of  provifions,  or  the  valour  of  the  Koreifli, 
compelled  the  Abyflinians  to  a difgraceful  retreat 
their  difcomfiture  has  been  adorned  with  a miraculous 
flight  of  birds,  who  fhowered  down  ftones  on  the 
heads  of  the  infidels ; and  the  deliverance  was  long 
commemorated  by  the  sera  of  the  elephant 65.  The 
glory  of  Abdol  Motalleb  was  crowned  with  do- 
meftic  happinefs,  his  life  was  prolonged  to  the  age' 
of  one  hundred  and  ten  years,  and  he  became  the 
father  of  fix  daughters  and  thirteen  fons.  His  beft 
beloved  Abdallah  was  the  moft  beautiful  and  mo- 

eS  The  feed  of  this  hiftory,  or  fable,  is  contained  in  the  cvt!l 
chapter  of  the  Koran  ; and  Gagnier  (in  Prsefat.  ad  Vit.  Moham.  p. 
i8,  &c.)  has  tranflaicd  the  hiiloticnl  narrative  of  Abulfeda,  which 
may  be  illuftrnted  from  d'Hcrbelot  (Bibliot.  Orientale,  p.  is.),  and 
Pocock  (Specimen,  p.  6+.).  Prideaux  (Life  of  Mahomet,  p.  4.8.) 
calls  it  a lie  of  the  coinage  of  Mahomet  ; but  Sale  (Koran,  p.  501  — 
50J.),  who  is  half  a Mufuhrmn,  attacks  the  inconfiftent  faith  of 
the  Doflor  for  believing  the  miracles  of  the  Delphic  Apollo.  Maracci 
(AJcoran,  tom.  i.  partii.  p.  14.  tom.  ii.  p.  823.)  afcribes  the  mi- 
racle to  the  devil,  and  extorts  from  the  Mahometans  the  confeflion, 
that  God  would  not  have  defended  againft  the  Chrillians  the  idols  of 
the  Caaba. 
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deft  of  the  Arabian  youth ; and  in  the  firft  night, 
when  he  confumrnated  his  marriage  with  Amina,  of 
the  noble  race  of  the  Zahrites,  two  hundred  vir- 
gins are  faid  to  have  expired  of  jealoufy  and  de- 
fpair.  Mahomet,  or  more  properly  Mohammed, 
the  only  fon  of  Abdallah  and  Amina,  was  born  at 
Mecca,  four  years  after  the  death  of  Juftinian,  and 
two  months  after  the  defeat  of  the  Abyftinians 66, 
whofe  victory  would  have  introduced  into  the 
Caaba  the  religion  of  the  Chriftians.  In  his  early 
infancy,  he  was  deprived  of  his  father,  his  mother, 
and  his  grandfather ; his  uncles  were  ftrong  and 
numerous  j and  in  the  divifion  of  the  inheritance, 
the  orphan’s  (hare  was  reduced  to  five  camels  and 
an  ^Ethiopian  maid-fervant.  At  home  and  abroad, 
in  peace  and  war,  Abu  Taleb,  the  moft  refpedtable 
of  his  uncles,  was  the  guide  and  guardian  of  his 
youth ; in  his  twenty-fifth  year,  he  entered  into 
the  fervice  ofCadijah,  a rich  and  noble  widow  of 
Mecca,  who  foon  rewarded  his  fidelity  with  the 
gift  of  her  hand  and  fortune.  The  marriage- con- 
tradt,  in  the  fimple  ftyle  of  antiquity,  recites  the 
mutual  love  of  Mahomet  and  Cadijah  ; deferibes 
him  as  the  moft  accompliihed  of  the  tribe  of  Ko- 
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66  Tlie  fufeft  seras  of  Abulfeda  (in  Vit.  c.  i.  p.  2.),  of  Alex- 
ander, or  the  Greeks,  8S2,  of  Bocht  Nafcr,  or  Nabonafler,  1316, 
equally  lead  us  to  the  year  569.  The  old  Arabian  calendar  is  too 
dark  and  uncertain  to  I'upport  the  lienediftines  (Art  de  verifier  les 
Dates,  p.  1 5.),  who  from  the  day  of  the  month  and  week  deduce  a 
new  mode  of  calculation,  and  remove  the  birth  of  Mahomet  to  the 
year  of  Chrilt  370,  the  10th  of  November.  Yet  this  date  would 
agree  with  the  year  88z  of  the  Greeks,  which  is  afligned  by  Elmacin 
(Hid.  Saracen,  p.  3. ) and  Abulpharagius  (Dynalt.  p.  101.  and  Er- 
rata Pocock’s  verfion).  While  we  refine  our  chronology,  it  is  pofltble 
that  the  illiterate  prophet  was  ignorant  of  his  own  age. 
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reifti ; and  ftipulates  a dowry  of  twelve  ounces  of 
gold  and  twenty  camels,  which  was  fupplied  by 
the  liberality  of  his  uncle  61 . By  this  alliance,  the 
fon  of  Abdallah  was  reftored  to  the  ftation  of  his 
anceflors ; and  the  judicious  matron  was  content 
with  his  domeftic  virtues,  till,  in  the  fortieth  year 
of  his  age  6®,  he  affumed  the  title  of  a prophet,  and 
proclaimed  the  religion  of  the  Koran. 

According  to  the  tradition  of  his  companions, 
Mahomet*9  was  diftinguifhed  by  the  beauty  of  his 
perfon,  an  outward  gift  which  is  feldom  defpifed, 
except  by  thofe  to  whom  it  has  been  refufed.  Be- 
fore he  fpoke,  the  orator  engaged  on  his  fide  the 
affe&ions  of  a public  or  private  audience.  They 
applauded  his  commanding  prefence,  his  majeftic 
afped,  his  piercing  eye,  his  gracious  fmile,  his 

67  I copy  the  honourable  tcftimony  of  Abu  Taleb  to  his  family  and 
nephew.  Laus  Dei,  qui  nos  a ftirpe  Abrahami  et  feminc  lfmaelis 
conftituit,  et  nobis  regionem  facram  dedit,  et  nos  judices  hominibus 
ilatuit.  Porro  Mohammed  filius  Ahdollahi  nepotis  mei  (mpat  vttut) 
quo  cum  ex  aequo  librabitur  e Koraifhidis  quifpiam  cui  son  prje- 
ponderatums  eft,  bonitatc  et  exccllantia,  et  intelleflu  et  gloria  et 
acumine  etfi  opum  inops  fuerit  (et  certe  opes  umbra  tranfiens  funt  et 
depofitum  quod  reddi  debet),  dcliderio  Chadijx  filiae  Chowailedi 
tenetur,  et  ilia  viciflim  ipfius,  quicquid  autem  dotis  vice  petieritis, 
ego  in  me  fufcipiam  (Pocock,  Specimen,  e feptima  parte  libri  Ekn 
Hamduni). 

68  The  private  life  of  Mahomet,  from  his  birth  to  his  million,  is 
preferved  by  Abulfeda  (in  Vit.  c.  3 — 7.),  and  the  Arabian  writers  of 
genuine  or  apocryphal  note,  who  are  alleged  by  Hottinger  (Hill. 
Orient,  p.  104. — an.),  Maracci  (tom.  i.  p.  ro — 14.),  and  Gagniet 
(Vic  de  Mahomet,  tom.  i.  p.  97 — 134.). 

°9  Abulfeda,  in  Vit.  c.  Ixr,  Ixvi.  Gagnier,  Vie  Je  Mahomet, 
tom.  iii.  p.  171 — 289.  ; the  bell  traditions  of  the  perfon  andconver- 
fation  of  the  prophet  are  derived  from  Ayelha,  Ali  and  Abu  Horaira 
(Gagnier,  tom.  ii.  p.  267.  Ockley’s  Hill,  of  the  Saracens,  vol.  ii. 
p.  i49-)>  furnamed  the  father  of  a cat,  who  died  in  the  year  39  of 
the  Hegira, 

flowing 
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flowing  beard,  his  countenance  that  painted  every  c HLA  p‘ 
fenfation  of  the  foul,  and  his  geftures  that  enforced  « — 
each  expreflion  of  the  tongue.  In  the  familiar  of- 
fices of  life  he  fcrupuloufly  adhered  to  the  grave 
and  ceremonious  politenefs  of  his  country  : his  re- 
fpedtful  attention  to  the  rich  and  powerful  was  dig- 
nified by  his  condefcenfion  and  affability  to  the 
pooreft  citizens  of  Mecca : the  franknefs  of  his 
manner  concealed  the  artifice  - of  his  views ; and 
the  habits  of  courtefy  were  imputed  to  perfonal 
friendlhip  or  univerfal  benevolence.  His  memory 
was  capacious  and  retentive,  his  wit  eafy  and 
focial,  his  imagination  fublime,  his  judgment  clear, 
rapid,  and  decifive.  He  poffeffed  the  courage 
both  of  thought  and  adtion ; and,  although  his  de- 
figns  might  gradually  expand  with  his  fuccefs,  the 
firft  idea  which  he  entertained  of  his  divine  million 
bears  the  ftamp  of  an  original  and  fuperior  genius. 

The  fon  of  Abdallah  was  educated  in  the  bofom  of 
the  nobleft  race,  in  the  ufe  of  the  pureft  dialed!  of 
Arabia ; and  the  fluency  of  his  fpeech  was  corredted 
and  enhanced  by  the  pradtice  of  difcreet  and  feafon- 
able  filence.  With  thefe  powers  of  eloquence, 

Mahomet  was  an  illiterate  Barbarian : his  youth 
had  never  been  inftrudted  in  the  arts  of  reading  and 
writing 70 ; the  common  ignorance  exempted  him 

.from 

7°  Thofe  who  believe  that  Mahomet  could  read  or  write,  are  in- 
capable of  reading  what  is  written,  with  another  pen,  in  the  Surats, 
or  chapters  of  the  Koran  vii.  xxix.  xevi.  Thefe  texts,  and  the  tra- 
dition of  the  Sonna,  are  admitted,  without  doubt,  by  Abulfeda 
(in  Vit.  c.  vii.'),  Gagnier  (Not.  ad  Abulfed.  p.  15.),  Pocock  (Speci- 
men, p.  tjif),  Reland  (de  Religione  Mohammedica,  p.  136.), 
and  Sale  (Preliminary  Difcourfe,  p,  44.).  Mr.  White,  almoft 
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from  fhame  or  reproach,  but  he  was  reduced  to 
a narrow  circle  of  exiftence,  and  deprived  of 
thofe  faithful  mirrors,  which  refleft  to  our  mind 
the  minds  of  fages  and  heroes.  Yet  the  book  of 
nature  and  of  man  was  open  to  his  view;  and  fome 
fancy  has  been  indulged  in  the  political  and  phi- 
lofophical  obfervations  which  are  afcribed  to  the 
Arabian  traveller'1'.  He  compares  the  nations 
and  the  religions  of  the  earth  ; difcovers  the  weak- 
nefs  of  the-  Perfian  and  Roman  monarchies ; be- 
holds, with  pity  and  indignation,  the  degeneracy 
of  the  times ; and  refolves  to  unite,  under  one 
God  and  one  king,  the  invincible  fpirit  and  pri- 
mitive virtues  of  the  Arabs.  Our  more  accurate 
inquiry  will  fuggeft,  that  inftead  of  vifiting  the 
courts,  the  camps,  the  temples  of  the  Eaft,  the 
two  journies  of  Mahomet  into  Syria  were  confined 
to  the  fairs  of  Boftra  and  Damafcus  : that  he  was 
only  thirteen  years  of  age  when  he  accompanied 


alone,  denies  the  ignorance,  to  accufe  the  impollure  , of  the  prophet. 
His  arguments  are  far  from  fatisfaftory.  Two  fhort  trading  journies 
to  the  fairs  of  Syria,  were  furely  not  fufficient  to  infufe  a l'cience  fo 
rare  among  the  citizens  of  Mecca:  it  was  not  in  the  cool  deliberate 
aft  ot  a treaty,  that  Mahomet  would  have  dropt  the  mafk  j nor  can 
any  conclulion  be  drawn  from  the  words  of  difeafe  and  delirium. 
The  Uttered  youth,  before  he  a (pi  red  to  the  prophetic  charafter,  mull 
have  often  excrciftd,  in  private  life,  the  arts  of  reading  and  writ- 
ing; and  his  firft  converts,  of  his  own  family,  would  have  been 
the  firft  to  deteft  and  upbraid  his  fcandalous  hypocrify  (White’s  Ser- 
mons, p.  ioj,  104..  Notes,  p.  xxxvi — xxxviii.). 

7*  The  Count  de  Boulainvilliers  (Vie  de  Mahomed,  p.  201  — 
*iS.)  leads  his  Arabian  pupil,  like  the  Telemachus  of  Fenelon,  or 
the  Cyrus  of  Ramfay.  His  journey  to  the  court  of  Perfi  is  probably 
a fiftion  ; nor  can  I trace  the  origin  of  his  exclamation,  “ Les  Grecs 
“ font  pourtant  des  homines.”  The  two  Syrian  journies  are  expreffed 
by  almoft  all  the  Arabian  writers,  both  Mahometans  and  Cluiftians 
(Gagnier  ad  Abulfed.  p.  to.). 
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the  caravan  of  his  uncle,  and  that  his  duty  com-  C HLA  p* 
pelled  him  to  return  as  foon  as  he  had  difpofed  of  > — u- 
the  merchandife  of  Cadijah.  In  thefe  hafty  and 
fuperficial  excurfions,  the  eye  of  genius  might 
difcem  fome  objects  invifible  to  his  grofler  com- 
panions ; fome  feeds  of  knowledge  might  be  caft 
upon  a fruitful  foil;  but  his  ignorance  of  the  Sy- 
riac language  mull  have  checked  his  curiofity ; 
and  1 cannot  perceive,  in  the  life  or  writings  of 
Mahomet,  that  his  profpeft  was  far  extended  be- 
yond the  limits  of  the  Arabian  world.  From  every 
region  of  that  folitary  world,  the  pilgrims  of 
Mecca  were  annually  alfembled,  by  the  calls  of  de- 
votion and  commerce : in  the  free  concourfe  of 
multitudes,  a Ample  citizen,  in  his  native  tongue, 
might  ftudy  the  political  ftate  and  character  of  the 
tribes,  the  theory  and  pradbice  of  the  Jews  and 
Chriftians.  Some  ufeful  ftrangers  might  be  tempt- 
ed, or  forced,  to  implore  the  rights  of  hofpitality ; 
and  the  enemies  of  Mahomet  have  named  the 
Jew,  the  Perfian,  and  the  Syrian  monk,  whom 
they  accufe  of  lending  their  fecret  aid  to  the  com- 
poAtion  of  the  Koran  7\  Converfation  enriches  the 
underftanding,  but  folitude  is  the  fchoolof  genius  j 
and  the  uniformity  of  a work  denotes  the  hand  of  a 
Angle  artift.  From  his  earlieft  youth,  Mahomet 
was  addidted  to  religious  contemplation : each  year, 

71  I am  not  at  leifure  to  pur  Cue  the  fahles  or  conjeflures  which 
name  the  ftrangers  accufed  or  iufpefted  by  the  infidels  of  Mecca 
(Koran,  c.  16.  p.  223.  c.  35.  p.  297.  with  Sale’s  Remarks.  Pi  i- 
deaux’s  Life  of  Mahomet,  p.  22 — 27.  Gagnier,  Not.  ad  Abulfed. 
p.  11.  74.  Maracci,  tom.  ii.  p.  400.).  Even  Prideatix  has  ob- 
served, that  the  tranfaflion  rnuft  have  been  fecret,  and  that  the  feene 
lay  in  the  heart  of  Arabia. 
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C »lA  P’  dur5"g  wionth  °f  Ramadan,  he  withdrew 
. 1 . from  the  world,  and  from  the  arms  of  Cadijah  : 

in  the  cave  of  Hera,  three  miles  from  Mecca73, 
he  confulted  the  fpirit  of  fraud  or  enthufiafm, 
whole  abode  is  not  in  the  heavens,  but  in  the 
mind  of  the  prophet.  The  faith  which,  under  the 
name  of  IJlam,  he  preached  to  his  family  and  na- 
tion, is  compounded  of  an  eternal  truth,  and  a 
necelfary  fidion,  Th'at  there  is  only  one  God, 
AND  THAT  MaHOMET  IS  THE  APOSTLE  OF  GOD. 
One  God.  It  is  the  boaft  of  the  Jewilh  apologifts,  that 
while  the  learned  nations  of  antiquity  were  deluded 
by  the  fables  of  polytheifm,  their  fimple  anceftors 
of  Paleftine  preferved  the  knowledge  and  worfhip 
of  the  true  God.  The  moral  attributes  of  Jehovah 
may  not  eafily  be  reconciled  with  the  ftandard  of 
human  virtue  : his  metaphyfical  qualities  are  darkly 
exprelfed ; but  each  page  of  the  Pentateuch  and 
the  Prophets  is  an  evidence  of  his  power : the  unity 
of  his  name  is  infcribed  on  the  firft  table  of  the 
law ; and  his  fanduary  was  never  defiled  by  any 
vifible  image  of  the  iavifible  efience.  After  the 
ruin  of  the  temple,  the  faith  of  the  Hebrew  exiles 
was  purified,  fixed,  and  enlightened,  by  the  fpiri- 
tual  devotion  of  the  fynagogue ; and  the  authority 
of  Mahomet  will  not  juftify  his  perpetual  reproach, 
that  the  Jews  of  Mecca  or  Medina  adored  Ezra  as 
• the  fon  of  God7\  But  the  children  of  Ifrael  had 
. • ceafed 

73  Alwlfeda  in  Vit.  c.  7.  p.  *j.  Gaguier,  tom.  i.  p.  133.  135. 
The  fituation  of  mount  Hera  is  remarked  by  Abulfeda  (Geograph. 

' Arab.  p.  4.).  Yet  Mahomet  had  never  read  of  the  cave  of  Egeria, 
ubi  noHurnae  Numa  conftituebat  amicae,  of  the  Idsean  mount,  where 
Minos  converi’ed  with  Jove,  See. 

74  Koran,  e.  9.  p.  153.  Al  Beidawi,  and  the  other  commenta- 
tors quoted  by  Sale,  adhere  to  the  charge  ; but  I do  not  underftaml 

that 
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ceafed  to  be  a people ; and  the  religions  of  the  c HLA 
world  were  guilty,  at  lead  in  the  eyes  of  the  pro-  > — ,—.j 
phet,  of  giving  fons,  or  daughters,  or  companions, 
to  the  fupreme  God.  In  the  rude  idolatry  of  the 
Arabs,  the  crime  is  manifeft  and  audacious : the 
Sabians  are  poorly  excufed  by  the  pre-eminence  of 
the  firft  planet,  or  intelligence,  in  their  cceleftial 
hierarchy ; and  in  the  Magian  fyftem  the  confiift 
of  the  two  principles  betrays  the  imperfedtion  of 
the  conqueror.  The  Chriftians  of  thefeventh  cen- 
tury had  infenfibly  relapfed  into  a femblance  of 
paganifm : their  public  and  private  vows  were 
addrerted  to  the  relics  and  images  that  difgraced 
the  temples  of  the  Eaft : the  throne  of  the  Al- 
mighty was  darkened  by  a cloud  of  martyrs,  and 
faints  and  angels,  the  objedls  of  popular  venera- 
tion ; and  the  Collyridian  heretics,  who  flourifhed 
in  the  fruitful  foil  of  Arabia,  inverted  the  Virgin 
Mary  with  the  name  and  honours  of  a goddefs  ”. 

The  myfteries  of  the  Trinity  and  Incarnation  ap- 
pear to  contradidl  the  principle  of  the  divine  unity. 

In  their  obvious  fenfe,  they  introduce  three  equal 
deities,  and  transform  the  man  Jefus  into  the  lub- 
ftance  of  the  fon  of  God78 : an  orthodox  comment- 
ary 

that  it  is  coloured  by  the  mod  obicure  or  abfurd  tradition  of  the 
, Talmudids. 

75  Holtinger,  Hid.  Client,  p.  2*5—118.  The  Collyridian  herefy 
was  carried  from  Thrace  to  Arabia  by  l'oine  women,  and  the  name 
was  borrowed  from  the  koMv/h,  or  cake,  which  they  offered  to  the 
goddefs.  This  example,  that  of  Beryllus  bifhop  of  Bodra  (Eu- 
feb.  Hid.  Ecclef.  1.  vi.  c.  33.),  and  l'evcral  others,  may  excufe  the 
reproach,  Arabia  haerefeun  ferax. 

76  The  three  gods  in  the  Koran  (c.  4..  p.  81.  c.  5.  p.  91.)  are  ob» 
vioufly  .direfted  againft  our  Catholic  mydery  ; but  the  Arabic  com- 
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c hla  p-  ary  will  fatisfy  only  a believing  mind : intemperate 
— w—  curiofity  and  zeal  bad  torn  the  veil  of  the  fanttu- 

ary  ; and  each  of  the  Oriental  feCts  was  eager  to 
confefs  that  all,  except  themfelves,  deferved  the 
reproach  of  idolatry  and  polytheifm.  The  creed 
of  Mahomet  is  free  from  fufpicion  or  ambiguity  ; 
and  the  Koran  is  a glorious  teftimony  to  the  unity 
of  God.  The  prophet  of  Mecca  rejected  the  wor- 
fhip  of  idols  and  men,  of  ftars  and  planets, 
on  the  rational  principle  that  whatever  rifes 
mud  fet,  that  whatever  is  born  mud  die,  that 
whatever  is  corruptible  muft  decay  and  perilh 11 . 
In  the  author  of  the  univerfe,  his  rational  enthu- 
fiafm  confeffed  and  adored  an  infinite  and  eternal 
being,  widiout  form  or  place,  without  iflue  or  fi- 
militude,  prefent  to  our  mod  fecret  thoughts, 
exiding  by  the  necelfity  of  his  own  nature,  and  de- 
riving from  himfelf  all  moral  and  intellectual  per- 
fection. Thefe  fublime  truths,  thus  announced 
in  the  language  of  the  prophet 78,  are  firmly  held 
by  his  difciples,  and  defined  with  metaphyfical  pre- 
cifion  by  the  interpreters  of  the  Koran.  A philo- 

mentators  underftand  them  of  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Virgin 
Mary,  an  heretical  Trinity,  maintained,  as  it  is  laid,  by  fome  Bar- 
barians at  the  council  of  Nice  (Eutych.  Anna],  tom.  i.  p.  440.). 
But  the  exiftence  of  the  Mariannes  is  denied  by  the  candid  Beaul'obre 
(Hift.  de  Manicheifme,  tom.  i.  p.  53a.)  : and  he  derives  the  miftake 
from  the  word  Rouab,  the  Holy  Ghoft,  which  in  fome  Oriental  tongues 
is  of  the  feminine  gender,  and  is  figuratively  ftyled  the  mother  of 
Chrift  in  the  gofpel  of  the  Nazarenes. 

77  This  train  of  thought  is  philofophically  exemplified  in  the 
' charafter  of  Abraham,  who  oppofed  in  Chaldaea  the  firft  introduc- 
tion of  idolatry  (Koran,  c.  6.  p.  106.  d'Herbelot,  Bibliot.  Orient, 
p.  13.). 

78  See  the  Koran,  particulary  the  fecond  (p.  30.),  the  fifty  - 
feventh  (p.  437.),  the  fifty-eighth  (p,  441.)  chapter,  which  proclaim 
the  omnipotence  of  the  Creator. 

fophic 
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fophic  theift  might  fubfcribe  the  popular  creed  of  CH^AP. 
the  Mahometans 79 ; a creed  too  fublime  perhaps  v_  — j 
for  ourprefent  faculties.  What  objcft  remains  for 
the  fancy,  or  even  the  underftanding,  when  we 
have  abftrafted  from  the  unknown  fubftance  all 
ideas  of  time  and  fpace,  of  motion  and  matter, 
of  fenfation  and  reflexion  ? The  firft  principle  of 
reafon  and  revelation  was  confirmed  by  the  voice 
of  Mahomet:  his  profelytes,  from  India  to  Mo- 
rocco, are  diftinguiffied  by  the  name  of  Unitarians ; 
and  the  danger  of  idolatry  has  been  prevented  by 
the  interdi&ion  of  images.  The  doftrine  of  eter- 
nal decrees  and  abfolute  predeftination  is  ftridtly 
embraced  by  the  Mahometans  ; and  they  ftruggle 
with  the  common  difficulties,  how  to  reconcile 
the  prefcience  of  God  with  the  freedom  and  re- 
fponfibility  of  man  ; how  to  explain  the  permiffion 
of  evil  under  the  reign  of  infinite  power  and  infinite 
goodnefs. 

The  God  of  nature  has  written  his  exiftence  on  Mahomet, 
all  his  works,  and  his  law  in  the  heart  of  man.  To 
reftore  the  knowledge  of  the  one  and  the  practice  of 
the  other,  has  been  the  real  or  pretended  aim  of  phets! P 
the  prophets  of  every  age  : the  liberality  of  Ma- 
homet allowed  to  his  predecefiors  the  fame  credit 
which  he  claimed  for  himfelf ; arid  the  chain  of 
infpiration  was  prolonged  from  the  fall  of  Adam 


79  The  mod  orthodox  creeds  are  tranflated  by  Pocock  (Specimen, 
p.  274.  284 — 292  ),  Ockiey  (Hift.  of  the  Saracens,  vol.  ii.  p.  ixxxii. 
— xcv.).  Reland  (de  Religion.  Moham.  1.  i.  p 7—13  ),  and  Char- 
din (Voyages  en  Perfe,  tom.  iv.  p.  4— 28.).  The  great  truth  that 
God  is  without  limilitude,  is  foolilhly  criticifed  by  Maracci  (Al- 
coran, tom.  i.  part  iii.  p.  87—94.),  becauic  he  made  man  after 
his  own  image, 
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c hla  p*  to  the  promulgation  of  the  Koran  Duriil^  that 
i.— y period,  fome  j ays  of  prophetic  light  had  been  im- 

parted to  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  thoufand 
of  the  eleft,  difcriminated  by  their  refpeflive  mca- 
fure  of  virtue  and  grace  •,  three  hundred  and 
thirteen  apoftles  were  lent  with  a fpecial  commif- 
fion  to  recal  their  country  from  idolatry  and  vice  ; 
one  hundred  and*four  volumes  have  been  diftated 
by  the  holy  fpirit ; and  fix  legifiators  of  tranfcend- 
ent  brightnels  have  announced  to  mankind  the 
fix  fucceflive  revelations  of  various  rites,  but  of 
one  immutable  religion.  The  authority  and  ftation 
of  Adam,  Noah,  'Abraham,  Mofes,  Chrift,  and 
Mahomet,  rife  in  juft  gradation  above  each  other} 
but  whofoever  hates  or  rejefls  any  one  of  the  pro- 
phets, is  numbered  with  the  infidels.  The  writ- 
- ings  of  the  patriarchs  were  extant  only  in  the  apo- 
cryphal copies  of  the  .Greeks  and  Syrians  “ : the 
conduct  of  Adam  had  not  entitled  him  to  the  gra- 
Mof«s.  titude  or  relpedt  of  his  children  the  feven  pre- 
cepts of  Noah  were  obferved  by  an  inferior  and 
imperfedl  clafs  of  the  profelytes  of  the  fynagogue’1} 
and  the  memory  of  Abraham  was  obfcurely  re- 

8°  Rtland,  deRelig.  Moham.  1.  i.  p.  17 — 47.  Sale’s  Preliminary 

Difccurfe,  p.  73 76..  Voyage  de  Chardin,  tom.  iv.  p.  a?  — 37. and 

37—47.  for  the  Perfian  addition,  “ Ali  is  the  vicar  of  God  !”  Yet 
the  precife  number  of  prophets  is  not  an  article  of  faith. 

81  For  the  apocryphal  books  of  Adam,  fee  Fabricius,  Codex 
PteudepigraphusV.T.  p.  27 — 19.  j.  of  Seth,  p.  S54~  157-  > of  Enoch, 
p.  160—119.  But  the  book  of  Enoch  is  confecrated,  in  fome  mea- 
fure,  by  the  quotation  of  the  apollle  St.  Jude  ; and  a long  legendary 
fragment  is  alleged  by  Syncellus  and  Scaliger. 

at  The  feven  precepts  of  Noah  are  explained  by  Marfham  (Canon. 
Chronicus,  p.  154—180.),  who  adopts,  on  this  occafion,  the  learn- 
ing and  credulity  of  Selden. 
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veredby  the  Sabians  in  his  native  land  of  Chaldea:  CHAP, 
of.  the  myriads  of  prophets,  Mofes  and  Chrift  alone  ■_  ‘ j 

lived  and  reigned ; and  the  remnant  of  the  infpir- 
ed  writings  was  comprifed  in  the  books  of  the  Old 
and  the  New  Teftament.  The  miraculous  ftoryof 
Mofes  is  confecrated  and  embellifhed  in  the  Ko- 
ran 81  j and  the  captive  Jews  enjoy  the  fecret  re- 
venge of  impofmg  their  own  belief  on  the  nations 
whofe  recent  creeds  they  deride.  For  the  author 
of  Chriftianity,  the  Mahometans  are  taught  by  the 
prophet  to  entertain  an  high  and  myfterious  re- 
verence *4.  **  Verily,  Chrift  Jefus,  the  fon  of  jefu*. 

“ Mary,  is  the  apoftle  of  God,  and  his  word, 

**  which  he  conveyed  unto  Mary,  and  a Spirit 
“ proceeding  from  him  : honourable  in  this  world, 

“ and  in  the  world  to  come  ■,  and  one  of  thofe 
tc  who  approach  near  to  the  prefence  of  God Ss.” 

The  wonders  of  the  genuine  and  apocryphal  gof- 
pels  88  are  profufely  heaped  on  his  head  j and  the 
Latin  church  has  not  difdained  to  borrow  from  the 


*5-  The  articles  of  Adam,  N-jah,  Abraham,  Mofes,  &c.  in  the  Bibll* 
otheque  of  d’Herbelot,  are  gaily  bedecked  with  the  fanciful  legend* 
of  the  Mahometans,  who  have  built  on  the  ground-work  of  Scripture 
and  the  Talmud. 

*4  Koran,  c.  7.  p.  128,  &c.  c.  10.  p,  17},  &c.  D’Herbelot, 
p.  64.7,  .Vc. 

*$  Koran,  c.  3.  p.  40.  c.  4.  p.  80.  D’Herbelot,  p.  399,  &c. 

80  See  the  gofpel  of  St.  Thomas,  or  of  the  Infancy,  in  the  Codex 
Apocryphus  N.  T.  of  Fabricius,  who  collefts  the  various  tettimo- 
nics  concerning  it  (p.  118—158.).  It  was  publilhed  in  Greek  by 
Cotelier,  and  in  Arabic  by  Sike,  who  thinks  our  prefent  copy  more 
recent  than  Mahomet.  Yet  his  quotations  agree  with  the  original 
about  the  fpeech  of  Chrift  in  his'crndle,  his  living  birds  of  clay,  &c. 
(SHe,  d.  i.  p.  168,  169.  C.  36.  p.  198,  199.  C.  46.  p.  206.  Cotelier, 
C.  2.  p.160,  161.).  * 
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C HLA  P*  Koran  immaculate  conception 17  of  his  virgin 
u- . > mother.  Yet  Jefus  was  a mere  mortal;  and,  at 
the  day  of  judgment,  his  teftimony  will  ferve  to 
condemn  both  the  Jews,  who  rej  eft  him  as  a prophet, 
and  the  Chriftians,  who  adore  him  as  the  Son  of 
God.  The  malice  of  his  enemies  afperfed  his  re- 
putation, and  confpired  againft  his  life;  but  their 
intention  only  was  guilty,  a phantom  or  a criminal 
was  fubftituted  on  the  crofs,  and  the  innocent  faint 
was  tranflated  to  the  feventh  heaven S3.  During 
fix  hundred  years  the  gofpel  was  the  way  of  truth 
and  ialvation  ; but  the  Chriftians  infenfibly  forgot 
both  the  laws  and  the  example  of  their  founder ; 
and  Mahomet  was  inftrufted  by  .the  Gnoftics  to 
accufe  the  church,  as  well  as  the  fynagogue,  of 
corrupting  the  integrity  of  the  facred  text 8!*.  The 

*7  It  is  darkly  hinted  in  the  Koran  (c.  3.  p,  39.),  and  more  clear- 
ly explained  by  the  tradition  of  the  Sonnites  (Sale’s  Note,  and  Mi- 
racci,  tom.  ii.  p.  112.).  In  the' xii'11  century,  the  immaculate  con- 
ception was  condemned  by  St.  Bernard  as  a prefumptuous  novdty 
(Fra  Paolo,  (Itoria  del  Conciiio  di  Trento,  1.  ii.). 

**  See  the  Koran,  c.  3.  v.  53.  and  c.  4.  v.  136.  of  Maracci’s  edi- 
tion. Dens  eft  prasftantiffimus  dolofe  agentium  (an  odd  praife)  .... 
nec  crucifixerunt  etun,  fed  objefla  eft  eis  (imilitudo  : an  expreflion 
that  may  foit  with  the  fyftem  of  the  Docetes  ; but  the  commentators 
believe  (Maracci,  tom.  ii.  p.  113 — 115.  173.  Sale,  p.  44,  43.  79.), 
that  another  man,  a friend  or  an  enemy,  was  crucified  in  the  likenels 
of  Jefus  ; a fable  which  they  had  read  in  the  gofpel  of  St.  Barnabas, 
and  which  had  been  ftarted  as  early  as  the  time  of  Irenaeus,  by  fome 
Ebionite  heretics  (Beaufobre,  Hilt,  du  Manicheifme,  tom.  ii.  p.  23. 
Molheim  de  Rtb.  Chrift.  p.  353.). 

» *9  This  charge  is  obfeurely  urged  in  the  Koran  (c.  3.  p.  45.)  t 

but  neither  Mahomet,  nor  his  followers,  are  fufficiently  verfed  in 
languages  and  criticifm  to  give  any  weight  or  colour  to  their  fufpi- 
cions.  Yet  the  Arians  and  Neftorians  could  relate  fome  ftories,  and 
the  illiterate  prophet  might  liften  to  the  bold  a (Ten  ions  of  the  Mani- 
ebaeans.  See  Beaufobre,  tpm.  i.  p.  191—305. 
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piety  of  Mofes  anil  of  Chrift  rejoiced  in  the  afifur-  c ^AP* 
ance  of  a future  prophet,  more  illuftrious  than  . . 

themfelves  : the  evangelic  promife  of  the  Paraclete , 
or  Holy  Ghoft,  was  prefigured  in  the  name,  and 
accomplifhed  in  the  perfon,  of  Mahomet  B°,  the 
greateft  and  the  laft  of  the  apoftles  of  God. 

The  communication  of  ideas  requires  a fimili-  TheKo- 
tude  of  thought  and  language:  the  difcourfe  of  a 
philofopher  would  vibrate  without  effect  on  the  ear 
of  a peafant ; yet  how  minute  is  the  diftance  of 
their  underftandings,  if  it  be  compared  with  the 
conta£l  of  an  infinite  and  a finite  mind,  with  the 
word  of  God  expreffed  by  the  tongue  or  the  pen  of 
a mortal  ? The  infpiration  of  the  Hebrew  pro- 
phets, of  the  apoftles  and  evangelifts  of  Chrift, 
might  not  be  incompatible  with  the  exercife  of  their 
reafon  and  memory  ; and  the  diverfity  of  their  ge- 
nius is  ftrongly  marked  in  the  ftyle  and  compofi- 
tion  of  the  books  of  the  Old  and  New  Teftament. 

But  Mahomet  was  content  with  a character,  more 
humble,  yet  more  fublime,  of  a fimple  editor: 
the  fubftance  of  the  Koran  9‘,  according  to  him- 
felf  or  his  difciples,  is  uncreated  and  eternal  ■,  fub- 

9°  Among  the  prophecies  of  the  Old  and  New  Teftament,  which 
are  perverted  by  the  fraud  or  ignorance  of  the  Mufulmaris,  they  apply 
to  the  prophet  the  promife  of  the  Paraclete,  or  Comforter,  which  had 
been  already  ufurpedby  the  Montanifts  and  Manichaeans  (Beaufobre, 

Hift.  Critique  du  Manicheifine,  tom.  i.  p,  163,  &c.)  ; andtheeafy 
change  of  letter*,  iripixAu ro<  for  vufan>.x,’ro<,  affords  the  etymo- 
logy of  the  name  of  Mohammed  (Maracci,  tom.  i.  part  i.  p.  15 
—*8.). 

9i  For  the  Koran,  fee  d’Herbelot,  p.  85—88.  Maracci,  tom.  i, 
dn  Vit.  Mohammed,  p.  31—45.  Sale,  Preliminary  Difcourl'e,  p. 

56—70. 
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lifting  in  the  eflence  of  the  Deity,  and  infcribed 
with  a pen  of  light  on  the  table  of  his  everlafting 
decrees.  A paper  copy  in  a volume  of  filk  and 
gems,  was  brought  down  to  the  loweft  heaven  by 
the  angel  Gabriel,  who,  under  the  Jewifh  ceconomy, 
had  indeed  been  difpatched  on  the  moft  important 
errands ; and  this  trufty  meffenger  fucceftively  re- 
vealed the  chapters  and  verfes  to  the  Arabian  pro- 
phet. Inftead  of  a perpetual  and  perfeCt  meafure 
of  the  divine  will,  the  fragments  of  the  Koran  were 
produced  at  the  difcretion  of  Mahomet ; each  re- 
velation is  fuited  to  the  emergencies  of  his  policy 
or  paffion;  and  all  contradiction  is  removed  by 
the  faving  maxim,  that  any  text  of  fcripture  is 
abrogated  or  modified  by  any  fubfequent  paflage. 
The  word  of  God,  and  of  the  apoftle,  was  dili- 
gently recorded  by  his  difciples  on  palm-leaves 
and  the  Ihoulder- bones  of  mutton;  and  the  pages, 
without  order  or  connection,  were  caft  into  a do- 
meftic  cheft  in  the  cuftody  of  one  of  his  wives. 
Two  years  after  the  death  of  Mahomet,  the  facred 
volume  was  collected  and  'publifhed  by  his  friend 
and  fuccefifor  Abubeker  : the  work  was  revifed  by 
the  caliph  Othman,  in  the  thirtieth  year  of  the 
Hegira  y.  and  the  various  editions  of  the  Koran  af- 
fert  the  fame  miraculous  privilege  of  an  uniform 
and  incorruptible  text.  In  the  fpirit  of  enthufiafm 
or  'vaijity,  the  prophet  refts  the  truth  of  his  million 
on  the  merit  of  his  book,  audacioufly  challenges 
both  men  and  angels  to  imitate  the  beauties  of  a 
fingle  page,  and  prefumes  to  afiert  that  God  alone' 
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co.uld  didate  this  incomparable  performance®*. 
This  argument  is  moft  powerfully  add  refled  to  a 
devout  Arabian,  whofe  mind  is  attuned  to  faith 
and  rapture,  whofe  ear  is  delighted  by  the  mufic 
of  founds,  and  whofe  ignorance  is  incapable  of 
comparing  the  produdions  of  human  genius 5J. 
The  harmony  and  copioufnefs  of  ftyle  will  not 
reach,  in  a verfion,  the  European  infidel : he  will 
perufe  with  impatience  the  endlefs  incoherent 
rhapfody  of  fable,  and  precept,  and  declamation, 
which  feldom  excites  a fentiment  or  an  idea,  which 
fometimes  crawls  in  the  duft,  and  is  fometimes  loft 
in  the  clouds.  The  divine  attributes  exalt  the 
fancy  of  the  Arabian  miflionary ; but  his  loftieft 
ftrains  muft  yield  to  the  fublime  fimplicity  of  the 
book  of  Job,  compofed  in  a remote  age,  ir\  the 
fame  country  and  in  the  fame  language9*.  If  the 
compofition  of  the  Koran  exceed  the  faculties  of  a 
man,  to  what  fuperior  intelligence  fhould  we 
afcribe  the  Iliad  of  Homer  or  die  Philippics  of 
Demofthenes  ? In  all  religions,  the  life  of  the 
founder  fupplies  the  filence  of  his  written  revela- 
tion : the  Payings  of  Mahomet  were  fo  many  lef- 
fons  of  truth}  his  adions  fo  many  examples 

of 

9*  Koran,  c,  17.  v.  89.  In  Sale,  p.  335,  *36.  In  Maracci, 

p.  4IO. 

95  Yet  a fe£t  of  Arabians  was  perfuaded,  that  it  might  be  equalled 
or  furpaffed  by  an  human  pen  (Pocock,  Specimen,  p.  ait,  &c.)  ; 
and  Maracci  (the  polemic  is  too  bard  for  the  tranftator)  derides  the 
rhyming  affectation  of  the  moft  applauded  paffage  (tom.  i.  part  ii. 
P.  69-!-7S0* 

94  Colloquia  (whether  real  or  fabulous)  in  media  Arabia  atque 
ab  Arabibus  habita  (Lowth,  de  Poefi  Hebratorum  PraeleCt.  xxxii, 
xxxiii.  xxxiv.  with  his  German  editor  Michaelis,  Epimetron  *y.). 

Yet 
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of  virtue;  and  the  public  and  private  memorials 
were  preferved  by  his  wives  and  companions.  At 
the  end  of  two  hundred  years,  the  Sonna  or  oral 
law  was  fixed  and  confecrated  by  the  labours  of 
A1  Bochari,  who  difcriminated  fevcn  thoufand  two 
hundred  and  feventy-five  genuine  traditions,  from 
a mafs  of  three  hundred  thoufand  reports,  of  a 
more  doubtful  or  fpurious  character.  Each  day 
the  pious  author  prated  in  the  temple  of  Mecca, 
and  ‘performed  his  ablutions  with  the  water  of 
Zemzem : the  pages  were  fuccefilvely  depofited 
on  the  pulpit,  and  the  fepulchre  of  the  apoftle ; 
and  the  work  has  been  approved  by  the  four  ortho- 
dox fedts  of  the  Sonnites 95. 

The  million  of  the  ancient  prophets,  of  Moles 
and  of  Jefus,  had  been  confirmed  by  many 
fplendid  prodigies  j and  Mahomet  was  repeatedly 
urged,  by  the  inhabitants  of  Mecca  and  Medina, 
to  produce  a fimilar  evidence  of  his  divine  lega- 
tion ; to  call  down  from  heaven  the  angel  or  the 
volume  of  his  revelation,  to  create  a garden  in 
the  defert,  or  to  kindle  a conflagration  in  the  un- 
believing city.  As  often  as  he  is  prefied  by  the 
demands  of  the  Koreilh,  he  involves  himfelf  in 
the  obfcure  boaft  of  vifion  and  prophecy,  appeals 
to  the  internal  proofs  of  his  do&rine,  and  Ihields 
himfelf  behind  the  providence  of  God,  who  re- 

Yet  Michaclis  (p.  671 — 673.)  has  dete6led  many  Egyptian  images, 
the  elephantiafis,  papyrus,  Nile,  crocodile,  &c.  The  language  is 
ambiguoufly  ftyled,  Arabhc.Htbnra.  The  refcmblance  of  the  filler 
dhlefts  was  much  more  vilihle  in  their  childhood  than  in  their  mature 
age  (Michaelis,  p.  6S*.  Schultens,  in  Praefat.  Job). 

95  Al  Bochari  died  A.  H.  i-l\.  See  d'Herbelot,  p.  aol>.  4.16. 
J*7.  Gagnier,  Not.  ad  Abulfed.  c.  19.  p.  33. 
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fufes  thofe  figns  and  wonders  that  would  de-  Chap. 
predate  the  merit  of  faith  and  aggravate  the  guilt  . J . 
of  infidelity.  But  the  modeft  or  angry  tone  of 
his  apologies  betrays  his  weaknefs  and  vexation; 
and  thefe  paffages  of  fcandal  eftablifh,  beyond 
fufpicion,  the  integrity  of  the  Koran*6.  The 
votaries  of  Mahomet  are  more  allured  than  him- 


felf  of  his  miraculous  gifts,  and  their  confidence 
and  credulity  increafe  as  they  are  farther  removed 
from  the  time  and  place  of  his  fpiritual  exploits. 
They  believe  or  affirm  that  trees  went  forth  to 
meet  him;  that  he  was  faluted  by  ftones;  that 
water  gufhed  from  his  fingers;  that  he  fed  the 
hungry,  cured  the  fick,  and  raifed  the  dead ; that 
a beam  groaned  to  him ; that  a camel  complained 
to  him ; that  a fhoulder  of  mutton  informed  him 
of  its  being  poifoned ; and  that  both  animate  and 
inanimate  nature  were  equally  fubje£t  to  the 
apoftle  of  God97.  His  dream  of  a no&urnal 
journey  is  ferioufly  deferibed  as  a real  and  cor- 
poreal tranfa&ion.  A myfterious  animal,  the 
Borak,  conveyed  him  from  the  temple  of  Mecca 
to  that  of  Jerufalem : with  his  companion  Ga- 


9*  See  more  remarkably,  Koran',  c.  *.  6.  1*,  13.  17.  Prideaux 
(Life  of  Mahomet,  p.  18,  19.)  has  confounded  the  impoftor.  Ma- 
racci,  with  a more  learned  apparatus,  has  Ihewn  that  the  paffages 
which  deny  his  miracles  are  clear  and  pofitive  (Alcoran, tom.  i.  part  ii. 
p.  7—11.),  and  thofe  which  feem  to  affect  them,  are  ambiguous 
and  infulficient  (p.  11— it.). 

97  See  the  Specimen  Hift.  Arabum,  the  text  of  Abulpharagius, 
p.  17.  the  notes  of  Pocock,  p.  187 — 190.  D’Herbelot  Bibliotheque 
Orientate,  p.  76,  77.  Voyages  de  Chardin,  tom.  iv.  p.  100— aoj. 
Maracci  (Alcoran,  tom.  i.  p.  *1—64..)  has  molt  laborioufly  col- 
lected and  confuted  the  miracles  and  prophecies  ®f  Mahomet,  which, 
according  to  fome  writers,  amount  to  three  thoufand. 
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C HlAP*  ^rie^  fucceffively  afcended  the  feven  heavens, 
» J * and  received  and  repaid  the  falutations  of  the  pa- 
triarchs, the  prophets,  and  the  angels,  in  their 
refpeftive  manfions.  Beyond  the  feventh  heaven, 
Mahomet  alone  was  permitted  to  proceed}  he 
palled  the  veil  of  unity,  approached  within  two 
bow- {hots  of  the  throne,  and  felt  a cold  that 
pierced  him  to  the  heart,  when  his  Ihoulder  was 
touched  by  the  hand  of  God.  After  this  fami- 
liar though  important  converfation,  he  again  de- 
fcended  to  Jerufalem,  remounted  the  Borak,  re- 
turned to  Mecca,  and  performed  in  the  tenth  part 
of  a night  the  journey  of  many  thoufand  years9*. 
According  to  another  legend,  the  apoftle  con- 
founded in  a national  alTembly  the  malicious  chal- 
lenge of  the  Koreilh.  His  refilllefs  word  fplit 
afunder  the  orb  of  the  moon : the  obedient  planet 
{looped  from  her  flation  in  the  Iky,  accomplilhed 
the  feven  revolutions  round  the  Caaba,  faluted 
Mahomet  in  the  Arabian  tongue,  and  fuddenly 
contracting  her  dimenfions,  entered  at  the  collar, 
and  ifliied  forth  through  the  fleeve,  of  his  fliirt 

The 

9s  The  no&urflal  journey  is  circumftantially  related  by  Abulfeda 
(in  Vit.  Mohamir.ed.  c.  19.  p.  33.),  who  willies  to  think  it  a vifion  ; 
by  Prideaux  (p.  31 — 4-0.),  who  aggravates  the  abfurdities ; and  by 
GSgnier  (tom.  i.  p.  151 — 343.),  who  declares,  from  the  zealous  A1 
Jannabi,  that  to  deny  this  journey,  is  to  dilbelieve  the  Koran.  Yet 
the  Koran,  without  naming  either  heaven,  or  Jarulaletn,  or  Mecca, 
has  only  dropt  a myfttrious  hint:  Laus  illi  qui  tranftulit  fervutn 
i’uiitn  ab  oratorio  Hat  am  ad  oratorium  remot  illinium  (Koran,  c.  17. 
v.  1.  in  Marscci,  tom.  ii.  p.  407.  ; for  Sale's  verfion  is  more  li- 
centious). A ilender  bafis  for  the  aerial  ftrufhire  of  tradition. 

^ 99  In  the  prophetic  ftyle,  which  tifes  the  prelent  or  pad  for  the  fu- 
ture, Mahomet  had  faid : Appropinquavit  liora  et  lcifla  eft  luna 
(Koran,  c;  54.  v,  1.  in  Maracci,  tom.  ii.  p.  688.).  This  figure  of 

rhetoric 


Digitized  by  Google 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE. 


2 73 


The  vulgar  are  amufed  with  thefe  marvellous  c HLA  p* 
tales  j but  the  graveft  of  the  Mufulman  doctors  v— v— 
imitate  the  modefty  of  their  mailer,  and  indulge 
a latitude  of  faith  or  interpretation  ,0°.  They 
might  Ipecioufly  allege,  that  in  preaching  the  re- 
ligion, it  was  needlefs  to  violate  the  harmony,  of 
nature ; that  a creed  unclouded  with  myllery  may 
be  excufed  from  miracles ; and  that  the  fword  of 
Mahomet  was  not  lefs  potent  than  the  rod  of 
Mofes. 

The  polvtheift  is  opprefied  and  dillradted  by  the  Precepts 
vanety  of  luperltitton  : a thoufand  rites  of  Egyp-  met— 
tian  origin  were  interwoven  with  the  eflence  of  the 
Mofaic  law;  and  the  fpirit  of  the  gofpel  had  eva-  a!ros* 
porated  in  the  pageantry  of  the  church.  The 
prophet  of  Mecca  was  tempted  by  prejudice,  or 
policy,  or  patriotifm,  to  fandlify  the  rites  of  the 
Arabians,  and  the  cuftom  of  vifiting  the  holy 
Hone  of  the  Caaba.  But  the  precepts  of  Ma- 
homet himfelf  inculcate  a more  Ample  and  ra- 
tional piety : prayer,  fading,  and  alms,  are  the 
religious  duties  of  a Mufulman ; and  he  is  en- 


rhetoric  has  been  converted  into  a fa£l,  which  is  faid  to  be  attefted  by 
the  molt  refpeftable  eye-witnefies  (Maracci,  tom.  ii.  p.  690.).  The 
feftival  is  ftill  celebrated  by  the  Perlians  (Chardin,  tom.  iv.  p.  iot.)  ; 
and  the  legend  is  tedioufly  fpun  out  by  Gagnier  (Vie  de  Mahomet, 
tom.  i.  p.  183—134..)  on  the  faith,  as  it  (hould  feem,  of  the  cre- 
dulous A1  Jannabi.  Yet  a Mahometan  doftor  has  arraigned  the 
credit  of  the  principal  witnefs  (apud  Pocock,  Specimen,  p.  187.); 
the  belt  interpreters  are  content  with  the  fimple  fenfe  of  the  Koran 
(A1  Beidawi,  apud  Holtinger,  Hift.  Orient.  1.  ii.  p.  301.)  ; and  the 
filence  of  Abulfeda  is  worthy  of  a prince  and  a philofopher. 

*°°  Abulpharagius,  in  Specimen.  Hift.  Arab.  p.  17.$  and  his 
fcepticifm  is  juftitied  in  the  notes  of  Pocock,  p,  tgo— J94.  from  the 
pureft  authorities. 
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C HlA  P‘  cour3ge^  t0  hope,  that  prayer  will  carry  him  half 

1 way  to  God,  fading  will  bring  him  to  the  door  of 

his  palace,  and  alms  will  gain  him  admittance  ,0‘. 
I.  According  to  the  tradition  of  the  no&urnal 
journey,  the  apodle,  in  his  perfonal  conference 
with  the  Deity,  was  commanded  to  impofe  on 
his  difciples  the  daily  obligation  of  fifty  prayers. 
By  the  advice  of  Mofes,  he  applied  for  an  alle- 
viation of  this  intolerable  burthen ; the  number 
was  gradually  reduced  to  five  ■,  without  any  dif- 
penfation  of  bufinefs  or  pleafure,  or  time  or  place: 
the  devotion  of  the  faithful  is  repeated  at  day- 
break, at  noon,  in  the  afternoon,  in  the  evening, 
and  at  the  fird  watch  of  the  night ; and,  in  the 
prefent  decay  of  religious  fervour,  our  travellers 
are  edified  by  the  profound  humility  and  attention 
of  the  Turks  and  Perfrans.  Cleanlinefs  is  the 
key  of  prayer:  the,  frequent  ludration  of  the 
hands,  the  face,  and  the  body,  which  was  prac- 
tifed  of  old  by  the  Arabs,*  is  folemnly  enjoined  by 
the  Koran ; and  a permiflion  is  formally  granted 
to  fupply  with  fand  the  fear, city  of  water.  The 
words  and  attitudes  of  fupplication,  as  it  is  per- 
formed either  fitting,  or  danding,  or  prodrate  on 

'o'  The  mod  authentic  account  of  thefe  precepts,  pilgrimage, 
prayer,  falling,  alms,  and  ablutions,  is  extrafled  from  the  Perlian 
and  Arabian  theologians  by  Maracci  (Prodrom.  part  iv.  p.  9 — 24..). 
Reland  (in  his  excellent  treatife  de  Religione  Mohammedica, 
Utrecht,  1717,  p.  67—123-)  ; and  Chardin  (Voyages  en  Perfe, 
tom.  iv.  p.  47  — 195.).  Maracci  is  a partial  accufer;  but  the  jew- 
eller, Chardin,  had  the  eyes  of  a philofopher  ; and  Reland,  a judicious 
ftudent,  had  travelled  over  the  Eatt  in  his  clofet  at  Utrecht.  The 
xiv11’  letter  of  Tourncfort  (Voyage  du  Levant,  tom.  ii.  p.  325 — 360. 
inoftavo)  defcribes  what  he  had  leen  of  the  religion  of  the  Turks. 
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the  ground,  are  preferibed  by  cuftom  or  authority,  c H A p. 
but  the  prayer  is  poured  forth  in  Ihort  and  fervent  ■ t 
ejaculations  j the  meafure  of  zeal  is  not  exhaufted 
by  a tedious  liturgy ; and  each  Mufulman,  for  his 
own  perfon,  is  inverted  with  the  character  of  a 
prieft.  Among  the  theifts,  who  rejedt  the  ufe  of 
images,  it  has  been  found  necertary  to  reftrain 
the  wanderings  of  the  fancy,  by  directing  the  eye 
and  the  thought  towards  .a  kebla , or  vifible  point 
of  the  horizon.  The  prophet  was  at  firft  in- 
clined to  gratify  the  Jews  by  the  choice  of  Je- 
rufalem ; but  he  foon  returned  to  a more  natural 
partiality;  and  five  times  every  day  the  eyes  of 
the  nations  at  Aftracan,  at  Fez,  at  Delhi,  are  de- 
voutly turned  to  the  holy  temple  of  Mecca.  Yet 
every  fpot  for  the  fervice  of  God  is  equally  pure  : 
the  Mahometans  indifferently  pray  in  their  chamber 
or  in  the  ftreet.  As  a diftindlion  from  the  Jews 
and  Chriftians,  the  Friday  in  each  week  is  fet 
apart-  for  the  ufeful  inftitution  of  public  worfhip : 
the  people  is  aflembled  in  the  mofeh  and  the 
imam : fome  refpedtable  elder  afeends  the  pulpit, 
tq  begin  the  prayer  and  pronounce  the  fermon. 

But  the  Mahometan  religion  is  deftitute  of  prieft- 
hood  or  facrifice;  and  the  independent  fpirit  of 
fanaticifm  looks  down  with  contempt  on  the  mi- 
nifters  and  the  flaves  of  fuperftition.  II.  The 
voluntary  101  penance  of  the  afcetics,  the  torment 

«o»  Mahomet  (Sale's  Koran,  c.  9.  p.  153.)  reproaches  the  Chrif- 
tians with  taking  their  prielts  and  monks  for  their  lords,  befides  God. 

Yet  Maracci  (Prodromus,  part  iii.  p.  69,  70.)  excul'es  the  Worfltip, 
efpecially  of  the  pope,  and  quotes,  from  the  Koran  itlelf,  the  cafe  of 
Eblis,  or  Satan,  who  was  calt  from  heaven  for  refuftng  to  adore 
Adatn,  1 
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L. 


and  glory  of  their  lives,  was  odious  to  a prophet 
who  cenfured  in  his  companions  a rafh  vow  of  ab- 
ftaining  from  flelh,  and  women,  and  deep ; and 
firmly  declared,  that  he  would  fuffer  no  monks  in 
his  religion  ,0J.  Yet  he  inftituted,  in  each  year, 
a faft  of  thirty  days ; and  ftrenuoufly  recom- 
mended the  obfervance,  as  a difcipline  which 
purifies  the  foul  and  fubdues  the  body,  as  a fa- 
lutary  exercife  of  obedience  to  the  will  of  God 
and  his  apoftle.  During  the  month  of  Ramadan, 
from  the  rifing  to  the  fetting  of  the  fun,  the  Mu- 
fulman  abftains  from  eating,  and  drinking,  and 
women,  and  baths,  and  perfumes ; from  all  nou- 
rifhment  that  can  reftore  his  ftrength,  from  all 
pleafure  that  can  gratify  his  fenfes.  In  the  revo- 
lution of  the  lunar  year,  the  Ramadan  coincides 
by  turns  with  the  winter  cold  and  the  fummer 
heat ; and  the  patient  martyr,  without  afiuaging 
his  third  with  a drop  of  water,  muft  expefl  the 
dole  of  a tedious  and  fultry  day.  The  inter- 
diftion  of  wine,  peculiar  to  fome  orders  of  priefts 
or  hermits,  is  converted  by  Mahomet  alone  into  a 
pofitive  and  general  law  104  ■,  and  a confiderable 
portion  of  the  globe  has  abjured,  at  his  com- 
mand, the  ufe  of  that  falutary,  though  dangerous. 


T°i  Koran,  c.  5.  p.  94..  and  Sale's  note,  which  refers  to  the  au- 
thority of  Jallaloddin  and  A1  Beidawi.  D’Herbelot  declares,  that 
Mahomet  condemned  la  vie  religieufe ; and  that  the  fit  ft  fwarms  of 
fakirs,  dervifes,  &c.  did  not  appear  till  after  the  year  300  of  the  He- 
gira (Bibliot.  Orient,  p.  191.  71S.). 

,0+  See  the  double  prohibition  (Koran,  c.  r.  p.  15.  c.  5.  p.  94  ) ; 
the  one  in  the  ftyle  of  a legiflator,  the  other  in  that  of  a fanatic.  The 
public  and  private  motives  of  Mahomet  are  inveftigated  by  Prideaux 
(Life  of  Mahomet,  p.  6a — 64.)  ; and  Sale  (Preliminary  Difcourfe, 
p.  up). 
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liquor.  Thefe  painful  reftraints  are,  doubtlefs,  c ^AP*  * 
infringed  by  the  libertine  and  eluded  by  the  hy-  ■_  t-  s 
pocrite ; but  the  legiflator,  by  whom  they  are 
enadled,  cannot  furely  be  accufed  of  alluring  his 
profelytes  by  the  indulgence  of  their  fenfual  ap- 
petites. III.  The  charity  of  the  Mahometans 
defcends  to  the  animal  creation ; and  the  Koran 
repeatedly  inculcates,  not  as  a merit,  but  as  a 
ftridl  and  indifpenfable  duty,  the  relief  of  the  in- 
digent and  unfortunate.  Mahomet,  perhaps,  is 
the  only  lawgiver  who  has  defined  the  precife  mea- 
fure  of  charity  : the  ftandard  may  vary  with  the 
degree  and  nature  of  property,  as  it  confifts 
either  in  money,  in  corn  or  cattle,  in  fruits  or 
merchandife  j but  the  Mufulman  does  not  ac- 
complifh  the  law,  unlefs  he  bellows  a tenth  of  his 
revenue  j and  if  his  confcience  accufes  him  of 
fraud  or  extortion,  the  tenth,  under  the  idea  of 
reftitution,  is  enlarged  to  a fifth  ,0J.  Benevolence 
is  the  foundation  of  juftice,  fince  we  are  forbid  to 
injure  thofe  whom  we  are  bound  to  aflift.  A pro- 
phet may  reveal  the  fecrets  of  heaven  and  of  fu- 
turity j but  in  his  moral  precepts  he  can  only 
repeat  the  lefions  of  our  own  hearts. 

The  two  articles  of  belief,  and  the  four  prac-  Refurrec- 
tical  duties  of  Iflam,  are  guarded  by  rewards  and  uon* 

»0J  The  jealoufy  of  Maracci  (Prodromus,  part  iv.  p.  35.)  prompts 
him  to  enumerate  the  more  liberal  alms  of  the  Catholics  of  Rome. 

Fifteen  great  hol'pitals  are  open  to  many  thoufand  patients  anti  pil- 
grims, fifteen  hundred  maidens  are  annually  portioned,  fifty-fit  cha- 
rity fchools  are  founded  for  both  fexes,  one  hundred  and  twenty  son- 
fraternities  relieve  the  wants  of  their  brethren,  &c.  The  benevolence 
of  London  isftill  more  extenfive;  but  I am  afraid  that  much  more  is 
to  be  aferibed  to  the  humanity,  than  to  the  religion,  of  the  people. 
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C HlA  P*  Pun^ments  > and  che  faith  of  the  Mufulman  is 
■ _ ■ devoutly  fixed  on  the  event  of  the  judgment  and 
the  laft  day.  The  prophet  has  not  prefumed  to 
determine  the  moment  of  that  awful  cataftrophe, 
though  he  darkly  announces  the  figns,  both  in 
heaven  and  earth,  which  will  precede  the  uni- 
verfal  difiolution,  when  life  fhall  be  deftroyed, 
and  the  order  of  creation  fhall  be  confounded  in 
the  primitive  chaos.  At  the  blaft  of  the  trumpet, 
new  worlds  will  ftart  into  being;  angels,  genii, 
and  men,  will  arife  from  the  dead,  and  the  hu- 
man foul  will  again  be  united  to  the  body.  The 
dodtrine  of  the  reiurredtion  was  firft  entertained 
by  the  Egyptians 108 ; and  their  mummies  were 
embalmed,  their  pyramids  were  conftrudled,  to 
preferve  the  ancient  manfion  of  the  foul,  during 
a period  of  three  thoufand  years.  But  the  at- 
tempt is  partial  and  unavailing ; and  it  is  with  a 
more  philofophic  fpirit  that  Mahomet  relies  on 
the  omnipotence  of  the  Creator,  whofe  word  can 
reanimate  the  breathlefs  clay,  and  colledt  the  in- 
numerable atoms,  that  no  longer  retain  their  form 
or  fubftance  ,07.  The  intermediate  ftate  of  the 
foul  it  is  hard  to  decide ; and  thofe  who  mod 
firmly  believe  her  immaterial  nature,  are  at  a lofs 
to  underftand  how  fhe  can  think  or  adt  without  the 
agency  of  the  organs  of  fenfe. 

,o5  See  HeroJotus  (1.  ii.  c.  123.)  and  onr  learned  countryman  Sir 
John  Mat  (ham  (Canon.  Chronicus,  p.  46.).  The  of  the  fame 
writer  (p.  25+ — 274. } is  an  elaborate  iketeh  of  the  infernal  regions, 
as  they  were  painted  by  the  fancy  of  the  Egyptians  and  Gteeks,  of  the 
poets  and  philofophers  of  antiquity. 

io7  The  Koran  (c.  a.  p.  259,  See. ; of  Sale,  p.  32. ; of  Maracei, 
p.  97  ) relates  an  ingenious  miracle,  which  fatiafied  the  curiofity,  and 
confirmed  the  faith,  of  Abraham. 
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The  re-union  of  the  foul  and  body  will  be  fol- 
lowed by  the  final  judgment  of  mankind  ; and,  in 
his  copy  of  the  Magian  picture,  the  prophet  has 
too  faithfully  reprefented  the  forms  of  proceeding, 
and  even  the  flow  and  fucceflive  operations  of  an 
earthly  tribunal.  By  his  intolerant  adverfaries  he 
is  upbraided  for  extending,  even  to  themfelves, 
the  hope  of  falvation,  for  aflerting  the  blacked 
herefy,  that  every  man  who  believes  in  God,  and 
accorppliihes  good  works,  may  expedt  in  the  lad 
day  a favourable  fenfence.  Such  rational  indif- 
ference is  ill  adapted  to  the  charadter  of  a fanatic ; 
nor  is  it  probable  that  a meflenger  from  heaven 
fhould  depreciate  the  value  and  neceflity  of  his 
own  revelation.  In  the  idiom  of  the  Koran  *°8, 
the  belief  of  God  is  infeparable  from  that  of  Ma- 
homet: the  good  works  are  thofe  which  he  has 
enjoined ; and  the  two  qualifications  imply  the 
profefiion  of  Iflam,  to  which  all  nations  and  all 
ledts  are  equally  invited.  Their  fpiritual  blind- 
nefs,  though  excufed  by  ignorance  and  crowned 
with  virtue,  will  be  fcourged  with  everlading  tor- 
ments; and  the  tears  which  Mahomet  died  over 
the  tomb  of  his  mother,  for  whom  he  was  for- 
bidden to  pray,  difplay  a driking  contrad  of  hu- 
manity and  enthufiafm ,C9.  The  doom  of  the  in- 
to* The  candid  Reland  has  demonftrated,  that  Mahomet  damns  all 
unbelievers  (de  Religion.  Moham.  p.  iaX — 141.)  ; that  devils  will 
not  be  finally  faved  (p.  196  — 199.);  that  paradife  will  not  fitely 
confilt  of  corporeal  delights  (p.  199 — 105-)  > and  that  women’s  fouls 
are  immortal  (p.  105—209.). 

*°9  A1  Beidawi,  apud  Sale,  Koran,  c.  9.  p.  164.  The  refufal  to 
pray  for  an  unbelieving  kindred,  is  juftifitd,  accoiding  to  Mahomet, 
by  the  duty  of  a prophet,  and  the  example  of  Abraham,  who  repro- 
bated his  own  father  as  an  enemy  of  God.  Yet  Abraham  (he  adds, 
c.  9.  v.  116.  Maracci,  tom.  ii.  p.  317.)  fuit  fane  pius,  nutis. 
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CHAP*  fidels  is  common : the  meafure  of  their  guilt  and 

. J.  ■ puniihment  is  determined  by  the  degree  of  evi- 
dence which  they  have  rejedted,  by  the  magnitude 
of  the  errors  which  they  have  entertained : the 
eternal  manfions  of  the  Chriftians,  the  Jews,  the 
Sabians,  the  Magians,  and  the  idolaters,  are  funk 
below  each  other  in  the  abyfs ; and  the  lowed:  hell 
is  referved  for  the  faithlefs  hypocrites  who  have 
affumed  the  mafk  of  religion.  After  the  greater 
part  of  mankind  has  been  condemned  for  their 
opinions,  the  true  believers  only  will  be  judged 
by  their  actions.  The  good  and  evil  of  each 
Mufulman  will  be  accurately  weighed  in  a real  or 
allegorical  balance,  and  a fingular  mode  of  com- 
penfation  will  be  allowed  for  the  payment  of  in- 
juries : the  aggrefior  will  refund  an  equivalent  of 
his  own  good  adtions,  for  the  benefit  of  the  per- 
fon  whom  he  has  wronged ; and  if  he  fhould  be 
deftitute  of  any  moral  property,  the  weight  of  his 
fins  will  be  loaded  with  an  adequate  (hare  of  the 
demerits  of  the  fufferer.  According  as  the  (hares 
of  guilt  or  virtue  (hall  preponderate,  the  fentence 
will  be  pronounced,  and  all,  without  diftindtion, 
will  pafs  over  the  fliarp  and  perilous  bridge  of  the 
abyfs  j but  the  innocent,  treading  in  the  footfteps 
of  Mahomet,  will  glorioufly  enter  the  gates  of 
paradile,  while  the  guilty  will  fall  into  the  firft  and 
mildeft  of  the  feven  hells.  The  term  of  expiation 
will  vary  from  nine  hundred  to  feven  thoufand 
years ; but  the  prophet  has  judicioufly  promifed, 
that  all  his  difciples,  whatever  may  be  their  fins, 
fhall  be  faved,  by  their  own  faith  and  his  inter- 
ceffion,  from  eternal  damnation.  It  is  not  fur- 
prifing  that  fuperftition  fhould  adt  molt  powerfully 
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on  the  fears  of  her  votaries,  fince  the  human  fancy  c hla  p* 
can  paint  with  more  energy  the  mifery  than  the  > — L j 
blifs  of  a future  life.  With  the  two  fimple  ele- 
ments of  darknels  and  fire,  we  create  a fenfation 
of  pain,  which  may  be  aggravated  to  an  infinite 
degree  by  the  idea  of  endlefs  duration.  But  the 
fame  idea  operates  with  an  oppofite  effect  on  the 
continuity  of  pleafure ; and  too  much  of  our  pre- 
fent  enjoyments  is  obtained  from  the  relief  or  the 
comparifon  of  evil.  It  is  natural  enough  that  an 
Arabian  prophet  fhould  dwell  with  rapture  on  the 
groves,  the  fountains,  and  the  rivers,  of  paradife ; 
but  inftcad  of  infpiring  the  bleffed  inhabitants  with 
a liberal  tafte  for  harmony  and  fcience,  converfa- 
tion  and  friendlhip,  he  idly  celebrates  the  pearls 
and  diamonds,  the  robes  of  filk,  palaces  of  marble, 
dilhes  of  gold,  rich  wines,  artificial  dainties,  nu- 
merous attendants,  and  the  whole  train  of  fenfual 
and  coftly  luxury,  which  becomes  infipid  to  the 
owner,  even  in  the  fhort  period  of  this  mortal  life. 

Seventy- two  Hcuris,  or  black-eyed  girls,  of  re- 
fplendent  beauty,  blooming  youth,  virgin  purity, 
and  exquifite  fenfibility,  will  be  created  for  the  ufe 
of  the  meaneft  believer ; a moment  of  pleafure 
will  be  prolonged  to  a thoufand  years,  and  his 
faculties  will  be  encreafed  an  hundred  fold,  to 
render  him  worthy  of  his  felicity.  Notwithftand- 
ing  a vulgar  prejudice,  the  gates  of  heaven  will 
be  open  to  both  fexes ; but  Mahomet  has  not 
fpecified  the  male  companions  of  the  female  eletft, 
left  he  lhould  either  alarm  the  jealoufy  of  their 
former  hufbands,  or  difturb  their  felicity,  by  the 
fufpicion  of  an  everlafting  marriage.  This  image 
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of  a carnal  paradife  has  provoked  the  indignation, 
perhaps  the  envy,  of  the  monks : they  declaim 
againlt  the  impure  religion  of  Mahomet;  and  his 
modeft  apologifls  are  driven  to  the  poor  excufe  of 
figures  and  allegories.  But  the  founder  and  more 
confident  party  adhere,  without  fhame,  to  the  li- 
teral interpretation  of  the  Koran  : ufelefs  would  be 
the  refurreftion  of  the  body,  unlefs  it  were  re- 
ftored  to  the  poflefiion  and  exercife  of  its  worthieft 
faculties  ; and  the  union  of  fenfual  and  intelleftual 
enjoyment  is  requifite  to  complete  the  happinefs 
of  the  double  animal,  the  perfed  man.  Yet  the 
joys  of  the  Mahometan  paradife  will  not  be  con- 
fined to  the  indulgence  of  luxury  and  appetite; 
and  the  prophet  has  exprefsly  declared,  that  all 
meaner  happinefs  will  be  forgotten  and  defpifed  by 
the  faints  and  martyrs,  who  fhall  be  admitted  to 
the  beatitude  of  the  divine  vifion 

The  firft  and  moft  arduous  conquefls  of  Ma- 
homet"1 were  thofe  of  his  wife,  his  fervant,  his 

pupil. 


1.0  For  the  day  of  judgment,  hell,  paradife,  See.  eonfult  the  Koran 
(c.  a.  v.  23.  c.  56.  78,  &c.)  ; with  Maracci’s  virulent,  but  learned, 
refutation  (in  his  notes,  and  in  the  Prodromus,  part  iv.  p.  78.  no. 
12a,  &c.);  d’Herbelot,  Bibliotheque  Orientate,  p.  368.  375.  Re- 
land, p.  47  — 6j.)  ; and  Sale  (p.  7C— 103.).  The  original  ideas  of 
the  Magi  are  darkly  and  doubtfully  txplored  by  their  apologilt  Dr. 
Hyde  (Hid.  Religionis  Perfarum,  c.  33.  p.402 — 412.  Oxon.  1760). 
In  the  article  of  Mahomet,  Bayle  has  (hewn  how  indifferently  wit  and 
philofophy  fupply  the  abfence  of  genuine  information. 

1.1  Before  I enter  on  the  hiftory  of  the  prophet,  it  is  incumbent  on 
me  to  produce  my  evidence.  The  Latin,  French,  and  F.nglifh  ver- 
lions  of  the  Koran,  are  preceded  by  h i (fori cal  difeourfes,  and-  the 
three  tranflators,  Maracci  (torn.  i.  p.  10 — 32.),  Savary  (tom.  i. 
p.  1— 248.),  and  Sale  (Preliminary  Difcourfe,  p.  33— 56.),  had  ac- 
curately ftudied  the  language  and  character  of  their  author.  Two 

j profeffed  lives  of  Mahomet  have  been  compofed  by  Dr,  Prideaux 
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pupil,  and  his  friend"1;  fince  he  prefented  him-  chap. 
felf  as  a prophet  to  thofe  who  were  moft  con-  . ’ . 

verfant  with  his  infirmities  as  a man.  YetCadijah 
believed  the  words,  and  cherifhed  the  glory,  of 
her  hufband  ; the  obfequious  and  affe&ionate  Zeid 
was  tempted  by  the  profpeft  of  freedom;  the  il- 
luftrious  Ali,  the  fon  of  Abu  Taleb,  embraced 
the  fentiments  of  his  coufin  with  the  fpirit  of  a 
youthful  hero ; and  the  wealth,  the  moderation,  • 
the  veracity  of  Abubeker,  confirmed  the  religion 
of  the  prophet  whom  he  was  deftined  to  fucceed. 

By  his  perfuafion,  ten  of  the  moft  refpedtable  ci- 
tizens of  Mecca  were  introduced  to  the  private 
leftons  of  Ifiam;  they  yielded  to  the  voice  of 

(Life  of  Mahomet,  feventh  edition,  London,  1718,  in  o&avo)  and 
the  count  de  Boulain  villiers  (Vie  de  Mahomed,  Londres,  1730,  in 
o&avo)  ; but  the  adverfe  wifh  of  finding  an  importer  or  an  hero,  has 
too  often  corrupted  the  learning  of  the  dottor  and  the  ingenuity  of 
the  count.  The  article  in  d'Herbelot  (Bibliot.  Orient,  p.  598— 

603.),  is  chiefly  drawn  from  Novairi  and  Mirccnd  ; hut  the  belt  and 
moft  authentic  of  our  guides  is  M.  Gagnier,  a Fienchman  by  birth, 
and  profclfor  at  Oxford  of  the  Oriental  tongues.  In  two  elaborate 
works  (Ifinael  Abulfeda  de  Vita  ct  Rebus  geltis  Mohammedis,  See. 

Latino  vertit,  Prxfatione  et  Notis  illuftravit  Johannes  Gagnier, 

Oxon.  1723,  in  folio.  La  Vie  de  Mahomet  traduite  et  compilce  de 
1' Alcoran,  des  Traditions  authentiques  de  la  Sonna  et  des  meilleurs 
Auteurs  Arabes  ; Amrterdam,  >748,  3 vols.  in  t2n,°)  he  has  inter- 
preted, illurtrated,  and  fupplied  the  Arabic  text  of  Abulfeda  and  A1 
Jannabi  j the  firft,  an  enlightened  prince,  whg  reigned  at  Hamah,  in 
Syria,  A.  D.  1310— 1332  (fee  Gagnier  Prsrfat.  ad  Abulfed.);  the 
fecond,  a credulous  doctor,  who  vilited  Mecca  A.  D.  1 556.  (d'Her- 
belot, p.  397.  Gagnier,  tom.  iii.  p.  109,  no,).  Thefe  are  my  ge- 
neral vouchers,  and  the  inquilitivc  reader  may  follow  the  order  of 
time,  and  the  dirifion  of  chapters.  Yet  I mull  obferve,  that  both 
Abulfeda  and  Al  Jannabi  are  modern  hirtorians,  and  that  they  can- 
not appeal  to  any  writers  of  the  firft  century  of  the  Hegira. 

1,1  After  the  Greeks,  Prideaux  (p.  8.)  difclofes  the  fecret  doubts 
of  the  wife  of  Mahomet.  As  if  he  had  been  a privy  counfellor  of 
the  prophet,  Boulainvilliers  (p.  172,  See.)  unfolds  the  fublimc  and  - 
patriotic  views  of  Cadijah  and  the  firft  difciples. 
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chap,  reafon  and  enthufiafm ; they  repeited  the  funda- 
. \ , mental  creed ; “ there  is  but  one  God,  and  Ma- 
« hornet  is  the  apoftle  of  God  j”  and  their  faith, 
even  in  this  life,  was  rewarded  with  riches  and  ho- 
nours, with  the  command  of  armies  and  the  go- 
vernment of  kingdoms.  Three  years  were  filently 
employed  in  die  converfion  of  fourteen  profelytes, 
the  firft  fruits  of  his  million ; but  in  the  fourth 
year  he  affumed  the  prophetic  office,  and  refolving 
to  impart  to  his  family  the  light  of  divine  truth, 
he  prepared  a banquet,  a lamb,  as  it  is  faid,  and  a- 
bowl  of  milk,  for  the  entertainment  of  forty  guefts 
of  the  race  of  Hafhem.  “ Friends  and  kinfmen,” 
faid  Mahomet  to  the  affembly,  “ I offer  you, 
<c  and  I alone  can  offer,  the  moil  precious  of 
ct  gifts,  the  treafures  of  this  world  and  of  the 
**  world  to  come.  God  has  commanded  me  to 
tc  call  you  to  his  fervice.  Who  among  you  will 
“ fupport  my  burthen  ? Who  among  you  will 
<e  be  my  companion  and  my  vizir 1,3  ?”  No 
anfwer  was  returned,  till  the  filence  of  aftonilh- 
ment,  and  doubt,  and  contempt,  was  at  length 
broken  by  the  impatient  courage  of  Ali,  a youth 
in  the  fourteenth  year  of  his  age.  “ O prophet, 
“ I am  the  man : whofoever  riles  againft  thee,  I 
**  will  da(h  out  his  teeth,  tear  out  his  eyes,  break 
fC  his  legs,  rip  up  his  belly.  O prophet,  I will 
,c  be  thy  vizir  over  them.”  Mahomet  accepted 
his  offer  with  tranfport,  and  Abu  Taleb  was  iro- 

*n  Vixirus,  ptrriicr,  tajuiui,  onus  firwi ; • and  this  plebeian  name  was 
transferred  by  an  apt  metaphor  to  the  pillars  of  the  ilate  (Gngnier, 
Not.  ad  Abulfed.  p.  19.).  I endeavour  to  preferve  the  Arabian 
idiom,  as  far  as  1 can  fee!  it  myfelf,  in  a Latin  or  French  ti  an  na- 
tion. 

i , nically 
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nically  exhorted  to  refpeft  the  fuperior  dignity  of  c hla  p> 
his  fon.  In  a more  ferious  tone,  the  father  of  . t 
Ali  advifed  his  nephew  to  relinquilh  his  imprac- 
ticable defign.  “ Spare  your  remonftrances,”  re- 
plied the  intrepid  fanatic  to  his  uncle  and  bene- 
faftor;  £c  if  they  Ihould  place  the  fun  on  my 
" right-hand  and  the  moon  on  my  left,  they 
<c  fhould  not  divert  me  from  my  courfe.”  He 
perfevered  ten  years  in  the  exercife  of  his  million ; 
and  the  religion  which  has  overfpread  the  Eaft 
and  the  Weft,  advanced  with  a flow  and  painful 
progrefs  within  the  walls  of  Mecca.  Yet  Ma- 
homet enjoyed  the  fatisfaftion  of  beholding  the 
encreafe  of  his  infant  congregation  of  Unitarians, 
who  revered  him  as  a prophet,  and  to  whom  he 
feafonably  difpenfed  the  fpiritual  nourilhment  of 
the  Koran.  The  number  of  profelytes  may  be 
efteemed  by  the  ab fence  of  eighty- three  men  and 
eighteen  women,  who  retired  to  ./Ethiopia  in  the 
feventh  year  of  his  million : and  his  party  was 
fortified  by  the  timely  converfion  of  his  uncle 
H amza,  and  of  the  fierce  and  inflexible  Omar, 
who  fignalifed  in  the  caufe  of  Iflam  the  fame  zeal 
which  he  had  exerted  for  its  deftrudlion.  Nor 
was  the  charity  of  Mahomet  confined  to  the  tribe 
of  Koreifh  or  the  precin&s  of  Mecca:  on  fb- 
lemn  feftivals,  in  the  days  of  pilgrimage,  he  fre- 
quented the  Caaba,  accofted  the  ftrangers  of  every 
tribe,  and  urged,  both  in  private  converfe  and 
public  difcourfe,  the  belief  and  worfliip  of  a foie 
Deity.  Confcious  of  his  reafon  and  of  his  weak- 
nefs,  he  aflerted  the  liberty  of  confcience,  and  de- 
claimed 
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CHAP,  claimed  the  ufe  of  religious  violence 1,4 : but  he 
. called  the  Arabs  to  repentance,  and  conjured  them 
to  remember  the  ancient  idolaters  of  Ad  and 
Thamud,  whom  the  divine  juftice  had  fwept  away 
from  the  face  of  the  earth  "s. 

iS  The  people  of  Mecca  was  hardened  in  their  un- 

ie!ni,eK°  belief  by  fuperftition  and  envy.  The  elders  of 
the  city,  the  uncles  of  the  prophet,  affefted  to 
defpife  the  prefumption  of  an  orphan,  the  re- 
former of  his  country : the  pious  orations  of  Ma- 
homet in  the  Caaba  were  anfwered  by  the  cla- 
mours of  Abu  Taleb.  “ Citizens  and  pilgrims, 
“ liften  not  to  the  tempter,  hearken  not  to  his  im- 
“ pious  novelties.  Stand  fall  in  the  worfhip  of 
<c  A1  Lata  and  A1  Uzzah.”  Yet  the  fon  of  Ab- 
dallah was  ever  dear  to  the  aged  chief ; and  he 
prote&ed  the  fame  and  perfon  of  his  nephew 
againft  the  aflaults  of  the  Koreifhites,  who  had 
long  been  jealous  of  the  pre-eminence  of  the  fa- 
mily of  Hafhem.  Their  malice  was  coloured  with 
the  pretence  of  religion : in  the  age  of  Job,  the 
crime  of  impiety  was  punilhed  by  the  Arabian 

*'♦  The  pafiages  of  the  Koran  in  behalf  of  toleration,  are  firong 
and  numerous : c.  2.  v.  157.  c.  16.  119.  c.  17.  54..  c.  4.5.  1 5.  c.  jo. 
39.  c.  88.  it,  &c.  with  the  notes  of  Maracci  and  Sale.  This  cha- 
railer  alone  may  generally  decide  the  doubts  of  the  learned,  whether  a 
chapter  was  revealed  at  Mecca  or  Medina. 

i*5  See  the  Koran  (paflim,  and  efpecially  c.  7.  p.  113,  124.,  &e.), 
and  the  tradition  of  the  Arabs  (Pocock,  Specimen,  p.  35—37.). 
The  caverns  of  the  tribe  of  Thamud,  fit  for  men  of  the  ordinary  fta- 
ture,  were  (hewn  in  the  midway ' between  Medina  and  Damafcus 
(Abulfed.  Arabise  Defcript.  p 4.3,  44.),  and  may  be  probably  af- 
cribed  to  the  Troglodytes  of  the  primitive  world  (Michaelis,  ad  Lowth 
de  Poefi  Hebraeor.  p.  131— 134.  Kecherches  fur  iesEgyptiens,tom.  ii. 
p.  48,  &c.). 

magiftrate  ■, 
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magiftrate 1 16 ; and  Mahomet  was  guilty  of  de-  ( 
ferting  and  denying  the  national  deities.  But  fo  v 
loofe  was  the  policy  of  Mecca,  that  the  leaders  of 
- the  Koreilh,  inftead  of  accufing  a criminal,  were 
compelled  to  employ  the  meafures  of  perfuafion  or 
violence.  They  repeatedly  addrefied  Abu  Taleb 
in  the  ftyle  of  reproach  and  .menace.  “ Thy  ne- 
<c  phew  reviles  our  religion ; he  accufes  our  wife 
" forefathers  of  ignorance  and  folly  5 filence  him 
“ quickly,  left  he  kindle  tumult  and  dilcord  in 
“ the  city.  If  he  perfevere,  we  fhall  draw  our 
“ fwords  againft  him  and  his  adherents,  and  thou 
tc  wilt  be  refponfible  for  the  blood  of  thy  fellow- 
“ citizens.”  The  weight  and  moderation  of  Abu 
Taleb  eluded  the  violence  of  religious  fatftion; 
the  moft  helplefs  or  timid  of  the  difciples  retired 
to  ./Ethiopia,  and  the  prophet  withdrew  himfelf  to 
various  places  of  ftrength  in  the  town  and  country. 
As  he  was  ftill  fupported  by  his  family,  the  reft  of 
the  tribe  of  Koreilh  engaged  themfelves  to  re- 
nounce all  intercourfe  with  the  children  of  Ha- 
fhem,  neither  to  buy  nor  fell,  neither  to  marry 
nor  to  give  in  marriage,  but  to  purfue  them  with 
implacable  enmity,  till  jihey  Ihould  deliver  the 
perfon  of  Mahomet  to  the  juftice  of  the  gods. 
The  decree  was  fufpended  in  the  Caaba  before  the 
eyes  of  the  nation  j the  meflengers  of  the  Koreilh 
purfued  the  Mufulman  exiles  in  the  heart  of 


1,6  In  the  time  of  Job,  the  crime  of  impiety  wrts  punilhed  by  the 
Arabian  magiftiate  (c.  ji.  v.  tC,  17,  iS  ).  I blufli  for  a refpeftable 
prelate  (de  Poefi  Hebrxorum,  p.650,  6jt.  edit.  Michaelis ; and 
letter  of  a late  profeflbr  in  the  univerfity  of  Oxford,  p.  1 5 — 53.),  who 
juitifies  and  applauds  this  patriarchal  inquilition. 

Africa : 
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chap.  Africa : they  befieged  the  prophet  and  his  moil 
faithful  followers,  intercepted  their  water,  and  in- 
flamed their  mutual  animofity  by  the  retaliation  of 
injuries  and  infults.  A doubtful  truce  reftored  the 
~ appearances  of  concord ; till  the  death  of  Abu 
Taleb  abandoned  Mahomet  to  the  power  of  his 
enemies,  at  the  moment  when  he  was  deprived  of 
his  domeftic  comforts  by  the  lofs  of  his  faithful 
and  generous  Cadijah.  Abu  Sophian,  the  chief  of 
the  branch  of  Ommiyah,  fucceeded  to  the  princi- 
pality of  the  republic  of  Mecca.  A zealous  votary 
of  the  idols,  a mortal  foe  of  the  line  of  Hafhem, 
he  convened  an  aflembly  of  the  Koreifhites  and 
their  allies,  to  decide  the  fate  of  the  apoftle.  His 
imprifonment  might  provoke  the  defpair  of  his 
epthufiafm ; and  the  exile  of  an  eloquent  and  po- 
pular fanatic  would  diffufe  the  mifchief  through 
the  provinces  of  Arabia.  His  death  was  refolved ; 
and  they  agreed  that  a fword  from  each  tribe 
ihould  be  buried  in  his  heart,  to  divide  the  guilt 
of  his  blood  and  baffle  the  vengeance  of  the  Ha- 
and  driven  Ihemites.  An  angel  or  a fpy  revealed  their  con- 
front Mec-  fpiraCy- . arK]  flight  was  the  only  refource  of  Ma- 
A.D.662.  hornet  "7.  At  the  dead  of  night,  accompanied  by 
his  friend  Abubeker,  he  filentiy  efcaped  from  his 
houfe : the  aflafflns  watched  at  the  door ; but 
they  were  deceived  by  the  figure  of  Ali,  who  re- 
pofed  on  the  bed,  and  was  covered  with  the  green 
veftment  of  the  apoftle.  The  Koreifh  refpeCted 
(he  piety  of  the  heroic  youth ; but  fome  verfes  of 
Ali,  which  are  ftill  extant,  exhibit  an  interefting 

* *7  D’Hcrbelot,  Bibliot.  Orient,  p.  445.  He  quotes  a particular 
hiftory  of  the  flight  of  Mahomet, 
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|>i<£ture  of  his  anxiety,  his  tendernefs,  and  his  re-  c **  A v- 
ligious  confidence.  Three  days  Mahomet  and  his  v- — v — > 
companion  were  concealed  in  the  cave  of  Thor,  at 
the  diftance  of  a league  from  Mecca ; and  in  the 
clofe  of  each  evening,  they  received  from  the  fon 
and  daughter  of  Abubeker,  a fecret  fupply  of  in- 
telligence and  food.  The  diligence  of  the  Koreifh 
explored  every  haunt  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
city,  they  arrived  at  the  entrance  of  the  cavern ; 
but  the  providential  deceit  of  a fpider’s  web  and  a 
pigeon’s  neft,  is  fuppofed  to  convince  them  that 
the  place  was  folitary  and  inviolate.  “ We  are 
“ only  two,”  faid  the  trembling  Abubeken 
“ There  is  a third,”  replied  the  prophet;  “it 
“ is  God  himfelf.”  No  fooner  was  the  purfuit 
abated,  than  the  two  fugitives  ifiued  from  the 
rock,  and  mounted  their  camels:  on  the  road  to 
Medina,  they  were  overtaken  by  the  emiflaries  of 
the  Koreifh ; they  redeemed  themfelves  with 
prayers  and  promifes  from  their  hands.  In  this 
eventful  moment,  the  lance  of  an  Arab  might 
have  changed  the  hiftory  of  the  world.  The 
flight  of  the  prophet  from  Mecca  to  Medina 
has  fixed  the  memorable  aera  of  the  Hegira11*, 
which,  at  the  end  of  twelve  centuries,  ftill  dif- 

«i8  The  Hrgira  was  inftituted  by  Omar,  the  fecond  caliph,  in  imita- 
tion of  the  tera  of  the  martyrs  of  the  Chriilians  (d'He,belot,p.  444.)  ; 
and  properly  commenced  fixty-eight  days  before  the  flight  of  Ma- 
homet, with  the  firft  of  Moharren,  or  firft  day  of  that  Arabian  year, 
which  coincides  with  Friday  July  i6lh,  A.  D.  6 1%  (Abulfeda,  Vit, 

Moham.  c.  11,  p.  4.5 — 50.  j and  Greaves’s  edition  of  Uling  Beig’s 

Epoch*  Arabum,  &c.  c.  1.  p.  8.  10,  &c.). 
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criminates  the  lunar  years  of  the  Mahometan 
nations  "9. 

The  religion  of  the  Koran  might  have  perifhed 
in  its  cradle,  had  not  Medina  embraced  with  faith 
and  reverence  the  holy  outcafts  of  Mecca.  Me- 
dina, or  the  city , known  under  the  name  of 
Y athreb,  before  it  was  fanflified  by  the  throne  of 
the  prophet,  was  divided  between  the  tribes  of 
the  Charegites  and  the  Awfites,  whofe  hereditary 
feud  was  rekindled  by  the  flighteft  provocations : 
two  colonies  of  Jews,  who  boafted  a facerdotal 
race,  were  their  humble  allies,  and  without  con- 
verting the  Arabs,  they  introduced  the  tafte  of 
fcience  and  religion,  which  diftinguifhed  Medina 
as  the  city  of  the  book.  Some  of  her  nobleft 
citizens,  in  a pilgrimage  to  the  Caaba,  were  con- 
verted by  the  preaching  of  Mahomet;  on  their 
return  they  diffufed  the  belief  of  God  and  his 
prophet,  and  the  new  alliance  was  ratified  by  their 
deputies  in  two  fecret  and  nofturnal  interviews  on 
a hill  in  the  fuburbs  of  Mecca.  In  the  firft,  ten 
Charegites  and  two  Awfites  united  in  faith  and 
love,  protefted  in  the  name  of  their  wives,  their 
children,  and  their  abfent  brethren,  that  they 
would  for  ever  profefs  the  creed,  and  obferve  the 
precepts,  of  the  Koran.  The  fecond  was  a poli- 
tical affociation,  the  firft  vital  fpark  of  the  empire 

• > 

”5  Mahomet’s  life,  from  his  million  to  the  Hegira,  may  be  found 
in  Abulfeda  (p.  14—45.)  ant*  Gagnier  (tom.  i.  p.  134 — 251.  342— 
383.).  The  legend  from  p.  187—234.  it  vouched  by  A1  Jannabi, 
and  difdained  by  Abulfeda. 
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of  the  Saracens "°.  Seventy-three  men  and  two  c HLA  p* 
women  of  Medina  held  a folemn  conference  with  < _ — j 
Mahomet,  his  kinfmen,  and  his  difciples ; and 
pledged  themfelves  to  each  other  by  a mutual  oath 
of  fidelity.  They  promiled  in  the  name  of  the 
city,  that  if  he  fhould  be  banilhed,  they  would 
receive  him  as  a confederate,  obey  him  as  a leader, 
and  defend  him  to  the  laft  extremity,  like  their 
wives  and  children.  “ But  if  you  are  recalled  by 
“ your  country,”  they  alked  with  a flattering 
anxiety,  “ will  you  not  abandon  your  new  allies  ?” 

“ All  things,”  replied  Mahomet  with  a fmile, 

“ are  now  common  between  us  j your  blood  is  as 
**  my  blood,  your  ruin  as  my  ruin.  We  are 
(t  bound  to  each  other  by  the  ties  of  honour  and 
**  intereft.  I am  your  friend,  and  the  enemy  of 
“ your  foes.”  “ But  if  we  are  killed  in  your 
“ fervice,  what,”  exclaimed  the  deputies  of  Me- 
dina, c<  will  be  our  reward  ?”  “ Paradise,”  re- 
plied the  prophet.  <c  Stretch  forth  thy  hand.” 

He  ftretched  it  forth,  and  they  reiterated  the  oath 
of  allegiance  and  fidelity.  Their  treaty  was  ra- 
tified by  the  people,  who  unanimoufly  embraced  , 
the  profefllon  of  lflam  j they  rejoiced  in  the  exile 
of  the  apoftle,  but  they  trembled  for  his  fafety, 
and  impatiently  expelled  his  arrival.  After  a pe- 
rilous and  rapid  journey  along  the  fea-coaft,  he 
halted  at  Koba,  two  miles  from  the  city,  and  made 
his  public  entry  into  Medina,  fixteen  days  after 

**°  The  triple  inauguration  of  Mahomet  is  defcribed  by  Abulfeda 
(p.  jo.  3J.  40.  86.)  and  Gagnier  (tom.  i.  p.  341,  &c.  349,  &c. 
tom.  ii.  p.  *23,  &c.). 
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his  flight  from  Mecca.  Five  hundred  of  the  ci- 
tizens advanced  to  meet  him ; he  was  hailed  with 
acclamations  of  loyalty  and  devotion ; Mahomet 
was  mounted  on  a ffie-camel,  an  umbrella  fhaded 
his  head,  and  a turban  was  unfurled  before  him  to 
fupply  the  deficiency  of  a ftandard.  His  braved 
difciples,  who  had  been  fcattered  by  the  ftorm, 
affembled  round  his  perfon:  and  the  equal,  though 
various,  merit  of  the  Modems  was  diftinguiffied 
by  the  names  of  Mohagertans  and  Atifars,  the  fu- 
gitives of  Mecca,  and  the  auxiliaries  of  Medina. 
To  eradicate  the  feeds  of  jealoufy,  Mahomet  ju- 
dicioufly  coupled  his  principal  followers  with  the 
rights  and  obligations  of  brethren,  and  when  Ali 
found  himfelf  without  a peer,  the  prophet  ten- 
derly declared,  that  he  would  be  the  companion 
and  brother  of  the  noble  youth.  The  expedient 
was  crowned  with  fuccefs  j the  holy  fraternity  was 
refpetffed  in  peace  and  war,  and  the, two  parties 
vied  with  each  other  in  a generous  emulation  of 
courage  and  fidelity.  Once  only  the  concord  was 
flightly  ruffled  by  an  accidental  quarrel  ; a pa- 
triot of  Medina  arraigned  the  infolence  of  the 
ftrangers,  but  the  hint  of  their  expulfion  was  heard 
with  abhorrence,  and  his  own  fon  molt  eagerly 
offered  to  lay  at  the  apoftle’s  feet  the  head  of  his 
father. 

From  his  eftablifliment  at  Medina,  Mahomet 
affumed  the  exercife  of  the  regal  and  facerdotal 
office;  and  it  was  impious  to  appeal  from  a judge 
whole  decrees  were  infpired  by  the  divine  wifdom. 
A fmall  portion  of  ground,  the  patrimony  of  two 
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orphans,  was  acquired  by  gift  or  purchafe  '**  j on  c H A P. 
that  chofen  fpot,  he  built  an  houfe  and  a mofch  » 

more  venerable  in  their  rude  fimplicity  than  the 
palaces  and  temples  of  the  Aflyrian  caliphs.  His 
feal  of  gold,  or  filver,  was  infcribed  with  the 
apoftolic  title ; when  he  prayed  and  preached  in 
the  weekly  aflembly,  he  leaned  againlt  the  trunk 
of  a palm-tree;  and  it  was  long  before  he  indulged 
himfelf  in  the  ufe  of  a chair  or  pulpit  of  rough 
timber  After  a reign  of  fix  years,  fifteen 
hundred  Moflems,  in  arms  and  in  the  field,  re- 
newed their  oath  of  allegiance ; and  their  chief 
repeated  the  afiurance  of  prote£lion  till  the  death 
of  the  laft  member,  or  the  final  diffolution  of  the 
party.  It  was  in  the  fame  camp  that  the  deputy 
of  Mecca  was  aftonilhed  by  the  attention  of  the 
faithful  to  the  words  and  looks  of  the  prophet,  by 
the  eagernefs  with  which  they  collected  his  fpittle, 
an  hair  that  dropt  on  the  ground,  the  refufe 
water  of  his  luftrations,  as  if  they  participated  in 
fome  degree  of  the  prophetic  virtue.  “ I have 

Prideaux  (Life  of  Mahomet,  p.  44.)  reviles  the  wickednefs  of 
the  impoftor,  who  defpoiled  two  poor  orphans,  the  fons  of  a carpenter; 
a reproach  which  he  drew  from  the  Difputatio  contra  Saracenos, 
compofed  in  Arabic  before  the  year  1 1 50  ; but  the  honed  Gagnier 
(ad  Abulfed.  p.  53.)  has  fli-.-wn  that  they  were  deceived  by  the  word 
Al  Nog  jar,  which  lignifies,  in  this  place,  not  an  obfeure  trade,  but  a 
noble  tribe  of  Arabs.  The  dtfolate  date  of  the  ground  is  deferibed 
by  Abulfeda  ; and  his  worthy  interpreter  has  proved,  from  Al  Bo- 
chari,  the  offer  of  a price;  from  Al  Jannabi,  the  fair  purchafe  ; and 
from  Ahmed  Ben  Jofeph,  the  payment  of  the  money  by  the  generous 
Abubeker.  On  thefe  grounds  the  prophet  mult  be  honourably  ac- 
quitted. 

1,1  Al  Jannabi  (apud  Gagrtier,  tom.  ii.  p.  146.  314.)  deferibes 
the  feal  and  pulpit,  as  two  venerably  relics  of  the  apoftle  of  God  ; and 
the  portrait  of  his  court  is  taken  from  Abulfeda  (c.  44.  p.  85  ). 
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CHAP.  « feen,”  faid  he,  t(  the  Chofroes  of  Perfia  and 

...  -J • *c  the  Caefar  of  Rome,  but  never  did  I behold  a 

*•  king  among  his  fubje&s  like  Mahomet  among 
“ his  companions.”  The  devout  fervour  of  en- 
thufiafm  aCts  with  more  energy  and  truth  than  the 
cold  and  formal  fervility  of  courts. 

He  de-  In  the  ftate  of  nature  every  man  has  a right  to 
a'^fnftthe  defend,  by  force  of  arms,  his  perfon  and  his  pof- 
iiifideis.  feffions ; to  repel,  or  even  to  prevent,  the  vio- 
lence of  his  enemies,  and  to  extend  his  hoftilities 

to  a reafonable  meafure  of  fatisfaCtion  and  retalia- 
tion. In  the  free  fociety  of  the  Arabs,  the  duties 
of  fubjeft  and  citizen  impofed  a feeble  reftraint ; 
and  Mahomet,  in  the  exercife  of  a peaceful  and 
benevolent  million,  had  been  defpoiled  and  ba- 
nifhed  by  the  injuftice  of  his  countrymen.  The 
choice  of  an  independent  people  had  exalted  the 
fugitive  of  Mecca  to  the  rank  of  a fovereign ; and 
he  was  inverted  with  the  juft  prerogative  of  form- 
ing alliances,  and  of  waging  offenfive  or  defenfive 
war.  The  imperfection  of  human  rights  was  fup- 
plied  and  armed  by  the  plenitude  of  divine  power : 
the  prophet  of  Medina  afiumed,  in  his  new  reve- 
lations, a fiercer  and  more  fanguinary  tone,  which 
proves  that  his  former  moderation  was  the  effeCt 
of  weaknefs  ,M : the  means  of  perfuafion  had  been 
tried,  the  feafon  of  forbearance  was  elapfed,  and 
he  was  now  commanded  to  propagate  his  religion 
by  , the  fword,  to  deftroy  the  monuments  of  ido- 

“1  The  viiith  and  ixth  chapters  of  the  Koran  are  the  loudeft  and 
molt  vehement;  and  Muracci  (Prodrormis,  part  iv.  p.  J9 — 64..)  has 
inveighed  with  more  juftice  than  difcrction  again  ft  the  double-dealing 
of  the  impoltor. 
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Jatry,  and,  without  regarding  the  fan&ity  of  days  c HLA  p- 

or  months,  to  purfue  the  unbelieving  nations  of  v > 

the  earth.  The  fame  bloody  precepts,  fo  re- 
peatedly inculcated  in  the  Koran,  are  afcribed  by 
the  author  to  the  Pentateuch  and  the  Gofpel. 

But  the  mild  tenor  of  the  evangelic  ftyle  may  ex- 
plain an  ambiguous  text,  that  Jefus  did  not  bring 
peace  on  the  earth,  but  a fword  : his  patient  and 
humble  virtues  fhould  not  be  confounded  with  the 
intolerant  zeal  of  princes  and  bifhops,  who  have 
difgraced  the  name  of  his  difciples.  In  the  pro- 
fecution  of  religious  war,  Mahomet  might  appeal 
with  more  propriety  to  the  example  of  Mofes,  of 
the  judges  and  the  kings  of  Ifrael.  The  military 
laws  of  the  Hebrews  are  ftill  more  rigid  than  thofe 
of  the  Arabian  legiflator ,i+.  The  Lord  of  hofts 
marched  in  perfon  before  the  Jews:  if  a city  re- 
filled their  fummons,  the  males,  without  diftinc- 
tion,  were  put  to  the  fword : the  feven  nations  of 
Canaan  were  devoted  to  deftrudtion  ■,  and  neither 
repentance  nor  converfion  could  fhield  them  from 
the  inevitable  doom,  that  no  creature  within  their 
precindls  (hould  be  left  alive.  The  Fair  option  of 
friendlhip,  or  fubmiffion,  or  battle,  was  propofed 
to  the  enemies  of  Mahomet.  If  they  profefled 
the  creed  of  Iflam,  they  were  admitted  to  all  the 
temporal  and  fpiritual  benefits  of  his  primitive 
difciples,  and  marched  under  the  fame  banner  to 

**4  The  xth  and  xx'11  chapters  of  Deuteronomy,  with  the  practical 
comments  of  Jofhua,  David,  &c.  are  read  with  more  awe  than  fatif- 
fa£tion  by  the  pious  Chriftians  of  the  prefent  age.  But  the  biihops, 
as  well  as  the  rabbis  of  former  times,  have  beat  the  drum-ecdelialtic 
with  pleafure  and  fuccefs  (Sale's  Preliminary  Difcourfc,  p.  14a, 

143). 
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c H A P.  extend  the  religion  which  they  had  embraced, 

' j The  clemency  of  the  prophet  was  decided  by  his 
intereft,  yet  he  feldom  trampled  on  a proftrate 
enemy ; and  he  feems  to  promife,  that,  on  the 
payment  of  a tribute,  the  leaft  guilty  of  his  un- 
believing fubjetfts  might  be  indulged  in  their 
worfhip,  or  at  leaft  in  their  imperfedt  faith.  In 
the  firft  months  of  his  reign,  he  pradlifed  the  lef- 
fons  of  holy  warfare,  and  displayed  his  white  ban- 
ner before  the  gates  of  Medina:  the  martial 
apoftle  fought  in  perfon  at  nine  battles  or  fieges  **5} 
and  fifty  enterprifes  of  war  were  atchieved  in  ten 
years  by  himfelf  or  his  lieutenants.  The  Arab 
continued  to  unite  the  profeffions  of  a merchant 
and  a robber  j and  his  petty  excurfions  for  the 
defence  or  the  attack  of  a caravan  infenfibly  pre- 
pared his  troops  for  the  conqueft  of  Arabia.  The 
diftribution  of  the  fpoil  was  regulated  by  a divine 
law ,l6 : the  whole  was  faithfully  colle&ed  in  one 
common  mafs  : a fifth  of  the  gold  and  filver,  the 
prifoners  and  cattle,  the  moveables  and  immove- 
ables, was  referved  by  the  prophet  for  pious  and 
charitable  ufes ; the  remainder  was  fhared  in  ade- 
quate portions  by  the  foldiers  who  had  obtained 
the  victory  or  guarded  the  camp : the  rewards  of 

1,5  Abuifeda,  in  Vit.  Moham.  p.  156.  The  private  arfcnal  of  the 
apoftle  contifted  of  nine  fwords,  three  lances,  i'even  pikes  or  half- 
pikes, a quiver  and  three  hows,  feven  cuiraflfes,  three  fhields,  and 
two  helmets  (Gagnier,  tom.  iii.  p.  318 — 334..),  with  a large  white 
ftandard,  a black  banner  (p.  335.),  twenty  horles  (p.  311.),  &c. 
Two  of  his  martial  fayings  are  recorded  by  tradition  (Gagnier, 
. font.  ii.  p.  88.  337  ). 

The  whole  fubjcft  dc  jure  belli  Mohammcdanorum,  is  ex- 
haufted  in  a feparate  diflertation  by  the  learned  Rciand  (Diflertatione* 
Jrlifctlianea;,  tom.  iii,  Dillert.  x.  p.  3 — 53.). 
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the  flain  devolved  to  their  widows  and  orphans ; c H A p> 
and  the  increafe  of  cavalry  was  encouraged  by  ■ -'1. 
the  allotment  of  a double  Ihare  to  the  horfe  and 
to  the  man.  From  all  fides  the  roving  Arabs 
were  allured  to  the  dandard  of  religion  and 
plunder : the  apoftle  fandtified  the  licenfe  of  em- 
bracing the  female  captives  as  their  wives  or  con- 
cubines ; and  the  enjoyment  of  wealth  and  beauty 
was  a feeble  type  of  the  joys  of  paradife  prepared 
for  the  valiant  martyrs  of  the  faith.  “ The 
“ fword,”  fays  Mdhomet,  “ is  the  key  of  heaven 
“ and  of  hell : a drop  of  blood  fhed  in  the  caufe 
“ of  God,  a night  fpent  in  arms,  is  of  more 
c<  avail  than  two  months  of  fading  or  prayer : 

“ whofoever  falls  in  battle,  his  fins  are  forgiven ; 

“ at  the  day  of  judgment  his  wounds  Ihall  be  re- 
“ fplendent  as  vermillion  and  odoriferous  as  mufk  j 
t(  and  the  lofs  of  his  limbs  fhall  be  fupplied  by 
ff  the  wings  of  angels  and  cherubim.”  The  in- 
trepid fouls  of  the  Arabs  were  fired  with  en- 
thufiafm : the  pidfure  of  the  invifible  world  was 
ftrongly  painted  on  their  imagination ; and  the 
death  which  they  had  always  defpifed  became  an 
objedl  of  hope  and  defire.  The  Koran  inculcates, 
in  the  mod  abfolute  fenfe,  the  tenets  of  fate  and 
prededination,  which  would  extinguifh  both  in- 
dudry  and  virtue,  if  the  adtions  of  man  were  go- 
verned by  his  fpeculative  belief.  Yet  their  in- 
fluence in  every  age  has  exalted  the  courage  of 
the  Saracens  and  Turks.  The  firfl  companions 
of  Mahomet  advanced  to  battle  with  a fearlefs 
confidence : there  is  no  danger  where  there  is  no 
chance:  they  were  ordained  to  perilh  in  their 
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beds ; or  they  were  fafe  and  invulnerable  amidft 
the  darts  of  the  enemy  117 . 

Perhaps  the  Koreifh  would  have  been  content 
with'  the  flight  of  Mahomet,  had  they  not  been  pro- 
voked and  alarmed  by  the  vengeance  of  an  enemy, 
who  could  intercept  their  Syrian  trade  as  it  pafTed 
and  repafled  through  the  territory  of  Medina.  Abu 
Sophian  himfelf,  with  only  thirty  or  forty  followers, 
conduced  a wealthy  caravan  of  a thoufand  camels : 
the  fortune  or  dexterity  of  his  march  efcaped  the 
vigilance  of  Mahomet ; but  the  chief  of  the  Ko- 
reifh was  informed  that  the  holy  robbers  were 
placed  in  ambufh  to  await  his  return.  He  dif- 
patched  a meflenger  to  his  brethren  of  Mecca, 
and  they  were  roufed,  by  the  fear  of  lofing  their 
merchandife  and  their  provifions,  unlefs  they 
haftened  to  his  relief  with  the  military  force  of  the 
city.  The  facred  band  of  Mahomet  was  formed 
of  three  hundred  and  thirteen  Modems,  of  whom 
feventy-feven  were  fugitives,  and  the  reft  auxili- 
aries : they  mounted  by  turns  a train  of  feventy 
camels  (the  camels  of  Y athreb  were  formidable  in 
war)j  butfuch  was  the  poverty  ofhisfirft  difciples, 
that  only  two  could  appear  on  horfeback  in  the 
field  “8.  In  the  fertile  and  famous  vale  of  Be- 

der. 


**7  The  dofhine  of  abfolute  predeftination,  on  which  few  religions 
can  reproach  each  other,  is  fternly  expofed  in  the  Koran  (c.  3.  p.  5*, 
53.  c.  4.  p.  70,  &c.  with  the  notes  of  Sale,  and  c.  17.  p.  413.  with 
thofe  of  Maracci).  Reland  (de  Relig.  Moliamm.  p.  61  — 64.)  and 
Sale  (Prelim.  Difcourfe,  p.  103.)  reprefcnt  the  opinions  of  the  doc- 
tors, and  our  modern  travellers  the  confidence,  the  fading  confidence, 
of  the  Turks, 

A1  Jannabi  (apnd  Gagnier,  tom.  ii.  p.  9.)  allows  him  feventy 
or  eighty  horie  j and  on  two  other  occafions  prior  to  the  battle  of 

Ohud, 
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der  ll°,  three  Rations  from  Medina,  he  was  in-  c HIA 

formed  by  his  fcouts  of  the  caravan  that  approach-  1 

ed  on  one  fide  ; of  the  Koreifh,  one  hundred  horfe, 
eight  hundred  and  fifty  foot,  who  advanced  on  the 
other.  After  a fhort  debate,  he  facrificed  the 
profpedl  of  wealth  to  the  purfuit  of  glory  and  re- 
venge ; and  a flight  intrenchment  was  formed  to 
cover  his  troops,  and  a ftream  of  frefh  water  that 
glided  through  the  valley.  “ O God,”  he  ex-  Battle  of 
claimed  as  the  numbers  of  the  Koreifh  defcended  a.  D.’eij. 
from  the  hills,  “ O God,  if  thefe  are  deftroyed, 

“ by  whom  wilt  thou  be  worfhipped  on  the  earth  ? 

“ — Courage,  my  children,  clofe  your  ranks ; dif- 
<{  charge  your  arrows,  and  the  day  is  your  own.” 

Attheie  words  he  placed  himfelf,withAbubeker,on 
a throne  or  pulpit  ',0,  and  inftantly  demanded  the 
fuccour  of  Gabriel  and  three  thoufand  angels.  His 

Ohud,  he  enlifts  a body  of  thirty  (p.  10.),  and  of  500  (p.  66.) 
troopers.  Yet  the  Mufulmans,  in  the  field  of  Ohud,  had  no  more 
than  two  horfes,  according  to  the  better  fen fe  of  Abulfeda  (in  Vit. 

Mohamm.  p.  xxxi.  p.  65.).  In  the  Jinny  province,  the  camels  were 
numerous  ; but  the  horfe  appears  to  have  been  lefs  common  than  in 
the  Hap[y  or  the  D<ftrt  Arabia. 

**9  Bedder  Houneene,  twenty  miles  from  Medina,  and  forty  from 
Mecca,  is  on  the  high  road  of  the  caravan  of  Egypt ; and  the  pil- 
grims annually  commemorate  the  prophet’s  viflory  by  illuminations, 
rockets,  & c.  Shaw’s  Travels,  p.  477. 

no  The  place  to  which  Mahomet  retired  during  the  aftion  is 
flyled  by  Gagnier  (in  Abulfeda,  c.  17.  p.  58.  Vie  de  Mahomet, 
tom.  li.  p.  30.  33.),  Umbraculum,  une  luge  de  ioh  avee  une  parte.  The 
fame  Arabic  word  is  rendered  by  Reilke  (Annales  Moflemici  Abul- 
fedae,  p.  23.)  by  Solium,  Suggejlue  edition  and  the  difference  is  of 
the  utmoll  moment  for  the  honour  both  of  the  interpreter  and  of  the 
hero.  I am  ibrry  to  obferve  the  pride  and  acrimony  with  which 
Reilke  chaflifes  his  fellow-labourer.  Ssepe  fic  vertit,  ut  integrse  pa- 
ginal nequeant  nifi  una  litura  corrigi  : Arabice  non  fitis  callebat  et 
carebat  judicio  critico.  J.  J.  Reilke,  Prodidagmata  ad  Hagji  Cha- 
Jifje  Tabulas,  p.  128.  ad  caiccm  Abulfedas  Syriae  Tabula:;  Lip- 
fise,  1766,  in  4<°. 
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C *i,A  P’  e^e  was  ^xe<^  on  battle  : Muful- 

» mans  fainted  and  were  prefled : in  that  decifive 

moment  the  prophet  ftarted  from  his  throne, 
mounted  his  horfe,  and  cad  a handful  of  fand 
into  the  air ; “ Let  their  faces  be  covered  with 
confufion.”  Both  armies  heard  the  thunder 
of  his  voice : their  fancy  beheld  the  angelic  war- 
riors ul:  the  Koreilh  trembled  and  fkd  : feventy 
of  the  braved  were  flain  j and  feventy  captives 
adorned  the  fird  viftory  of  the  faithful.  The  dead 
bodies  of  the  Koreilh  were  defpoiled  and  infult- 
ed : two  of  the  mod  obnoxious  prifoners  were 
punilhed  with  death  ; and  the  ranfom  of  the  others, 
four  thoufand  drams  of  fiiver,  conrpenfated  in  fome 
degree  the  efcape  of  the  caravan.  But  it  was  in 
vain  that  the  camels  of  Abu  Sophian  explored  a 
new  road  through  the  defert  and  along  the  Eu- 
phrates : they  were  overtaken  by  the  diligence  of 
the  Mufulmans ; and  wealthy  mud  have  been  the 
prize,  if  twenty  thoufand  drams  could  be  fet  apart 
for  the  fifth  of  the  apodle.  The  refentment  of  the 
public  and  private  lofs  dimulated  Abu  Sophian 
to  collect  a body  of  three  thoufand  men,  leven 
hundred  of  whom  were  armed  with  cuiraffes,  and 
two  hundred  were  mounted  on  horfeback  : three 
thoufand  camels  attended  his  march  ; and  his  wife 
Henda,  with  fifteen  matrons  of  Mecca,  incedantly 

■J*  The  loofe  exprefiions  of  the  Koran  (c.  3.  p.  124,  115.  c.  8. 
p.  9.)  allow  the  commentators  to  flnfluaie  between  the  numbers  of 
1000,  3000,  or  9000  angels  ; and  the  fmalleft  of  thefe  might  fuffice 
for  the  daughter  of  feventy  of  the  Koreilh  (Maracci,  Alcoran,  tom. 
ii.  p.131.).  Yet  the  fame  fcholiafts  confefs,  that  this  angelic  hand 
was  not  vifible  to  any  mortal  eye  (Maracci,  p.  197.).  They  refine 
on  the  words  (c.  8.  16.),  “ not  thou,  but  God,  &c.”  (d’Herbelot, 
Bibiiot.  Orieutalc,  n.  600,  601.). 

founded 
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founded  their  timbrels  to  animate  the  troops,  and 
to  magnify  the  greatnefs  of  Hobal,  the  moft  po- 
pular deity  of  the  Caaba.  The  ftandard  of  God 
and  Mahomet  was  upheld  by  nine  hundred  and 
fifty  believers  : the  disproportion  of  numbers  was 
not  more  alarming  than  in  the  field  of  Beder  j 
and  their  prefumption  of  vidtory  prevailed  againft 
the  divine  and  human  fenfe  of  the  apoftle.  The 
fecond  battle  was  fought  on  mount  Ohud,  fix 
miles  to  the  north  of  Medina  131 : the  Koreifh  ad- 
vanced in  the  form  of  a crefcent:  and  the  right 
wing  of  cavalry  was  led  by  Caled,  the  fierceft  and 
moft  fuccefsful  of  the  Arabian  warriors.  The 
troops  of  Mahomet  were  fkilfully  pofted  on  the  de- 
clivity of  the  hill  j and  their  rear  was  guarded  by 
a detachment  of  fifty  archers.  The  weight  of  their 
charge  impelled  and  broke  the  centre  of  the  ido- 
laters ; but  in  the  purfuit  they  loft  the  advantage 
of  their  ground : the  archers  deferted  their  ftation  : 
the  Mufulmans  were  tempted  by  the  fpoil,  dif- 
obeyed their  general,  and  difordered  their  ranks. 
The  intrepid  Caled,  wheeling  his  cavalry  on  their 
flank  and  rear,  exclaimed,  with  a loud  voice,  that 
Mahomet  was  flain.  He  was  indeed  wounded  in 
the  face  with  a javelin : two  of  his  teeth  were 
fluttered  with  a ftone  ; yet,  in  the  midft  of  tumult 
and  difmay,  he  reproached  the  infidels  with  the 
murder  of  a prophet ; and  blefifed  the  friendly 
hand  that  ftaunched  his  blood,  and  conveyed  him 
to  a place  of  fafety.  Seventy  martyrs  died  for 
the  fins  of  the  people  : they  fell,  faid  the  apoftle, 
in  pairs,  each  brother  embracing  his  lifelefs  com- 
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panion  133 : their  bodies  were  mangled  by  the  in- 
human females  of  Mecca  and  the  wife  of  Abu 
Sophian  tailed  the  entrails  of  Hamza,  the  uncle 
of  Mahomet.  They  might  applaud  their  fuper- 
ftition  and  fatiate  their  fury ; but  the  Mufulmans 
foon  rallied  in  the  field,  and  the  Koreifh  wanted 
ftrength  or  courage  to  undertake  the  fiege  of  Me- 
dina. It  was  attacked  the  enfuing  year  by  an 
army  of  ten  thoufand  enemies  ; and  this  third  ex- 
pedition is  varioufly  named  from  the  nations , 
which  marched  under  the  banner  of  Abu  Sophian, 
from  the  ditch  which  was  drawn  before  the  city, 
and  a camp  of  three  thoufand  Mufulmans.  The 
prudence  of  Mahomet  declined  a general  engage- 
ment : the  valour  of  Ali  was  fignalized  in  Angle 
combat ; and  the  war  was  protracted  twenty  days, 
till  the  final  feparation  of  the  confederates.  A 
tempeft  of  wind,  rain,  and  hail,  overturned  their 
tents : the  private  quarrels  were  fomented  by  an  in- 
fidious  adverfary ; and  the  Koreifh,  deferted  by  their 
allies,  no  longer  hoped  to  fubvert  the  throne,  or  to 
check  the  conquefts,  of  their  invincible  exile  ,3\ 
The  choice  of  Jerufalem  for  the  firft  kebla  of 
prayer  difeovers  the  early  propenfity  of  Mahomet 
in  favour  of  the  Jews  ; and  happy  would  it  have 
been  for  their  temporal  intereft,  had  they  recognif- 


In  the  iiid  chapter  of  the  Koran  (p.  50—53.  with  Sale’s 
notes),  the  prophet  alleges  fome  poor  excufes  for  the  defeat  of 
Oliud. 

>u  For  the  detail  of  the  three  Koreifh  wars,  of  Beder,  of  Ohud, 
and  of  the  ditch,  perufe  Abulfeda  (p.  56—61.  64—69.  73—77 .), 
Gagnier  (tom.  ii.  p.  23—45.  70—96.  120—139.),  w>th  the  proper 
articles  of  d’Herbeiot,  and  the  abridgments  of  Elmacin  (Hill.  Sara- 
cen. p.  6,  7.)  and  Abulpharagius  (Dynaft,  p.  102.). 
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ed,  in  the  Arabian  prophet,  the  hope  of  Ifrael  and  chap. 
the  promifed  Mefliah.  Their  obftinacy  converted  , L’  _f 
his  friendlhip  into  implacable  hatred,  with  which 
he  purfued  that  unfortunate  people  to  the  laft  mo- 
ment of  his  life : and  in  the  double  character  of 
an  apoftle  and  a conqueror,  his  perfecution  was 
extended  to  both  worlds  The  Kainoka  dwelt 
at  Medina  under  the  protection  of  the  city ; he 
feized  the  occafion  of  an  accidental  tumult,  and 
fummoned  them  to  embrace  his  religion,  or  con- 
tend with  him  in  battle.  “ Alas,”  replied  the 
trembling  Jews,  “ we  are  ignorant  of  the  ufe  of 
“ arms,  but  we  perfevere  in  the  faith  and  worfhip 
tc  of  our  fathers ; why  wilt  thou  reduce  us  to  the 
“ ncceflity  of  a juft  defence  ?”  The  unequal  con- 
flict was  terminated  in  fifteen  days  and  it  was 
with  extreme  reluCtance  that  Mahomet  yielded  to 
•the  importunitiy  of  his  allies,  and  confented  tofpare 
the  lives  of  the  captives.  But  their  riches  were 
confifcated,  their  arms  became  more  effectual  in 
the  hands  of  the  Mufulmans  ; and  a wretched  co- 
lony of  feven  hundred  exiles  was  driven  with  their 
wives  and  children  to  implore  a refuge  on  the 
confines  of  Syria.  The  Nadhirites  were  more 
guilty,  fince  they  confpired  in  a friendly  inter- 
view to  aflaffinate  the  prophet.  He  befieged  their 
caftle  three  miles  from  Medina,  but  their  refolute 
defence  obtained  an  honourable  capitulation ; and 
the  garrifon,  founding  their  trumpets  and  beating 

ns  The  wars  of  Mahomet  againft  the  Jewifli  tribes,  of  Kainoka, 
the  Nadhirites,  Koraidha,  and  Chaibar,  are  related  by  Abulfeda  (p. 

61.71.  77.  87,  &c.)  and  Gagnier  (tom.  ii.  p.  61—65.  107—11*. 

J 39— 148,  268—194.). 
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C HlA  P'  drums,  was  permitted  to  depart  with  the  ho- 

t ■ nours  of  war.  The  Jews  had  excited  and  joined 
the  war  of  the  Koreifh  : no  fooner  had  the  nations 
retired  from  the  ditch , than  Mahomet,  without  lay- 
ing afide  his  armour,  marched  on  the  fame  day 
to  extirpate  the  hoftile  race  of  the  children  of  Ko- 
raidha.  After  a refiftance  of  twenty-five  days, 
they  furrendered  at  difcretion.  They  trufted  to  the 
interceflion  of  their  old  allies  of  Medina:  they 
could  not  be  ignorant  that  fanaticifm  obliterates 
the  feelings  of  humanity.  A venerable  elder,  to 
whofe  judgment  they  appealed,  pronounced  the 
fentence  of  their  death  : feven  hundred  Jews  were 
dragged  in  chains  to  the  market-place  of  the  city  : 
they  defeended  alive  into  the  grave  prepared  for 
their  execution  and  burial ; and  the  apoftle  beheld 
with  an  inflexible  eye  the  daughter  of  his  helplefs 
enemies.  Their  fheep  and  camels  were  inherited 
by  die  Mufulmans : three  hundred  cuirafles,  fivff 
hundred  pikes,  a thoufand  lances,  compofed  the 
molt  ufeful  portion  of  the  fpoil.  Six  days  journey 
to  the  north-eaft  of  Medina, the  ancient  and  wealthy 
town  of  Chaibar  was  the  feat  of  the  Jewifli  power 
in  Arabia ; the  territory,  a fertile  fpot  in  the  de- 
fert,  was  covered  with  plantations  and  cattle,  and 
protected  by  eight  caftles,  fome  of  which  were  efteem- 
ed  of  impregnable  ftrength.  The  forces  of  Ma- 
homet confided  of  two  hundred  horfe  and  fourteen 
hundred  foot : in  the  fucceflion  of  eight  regular 
and  painful  fieges  they  were  expofed  to  danger, 
and  fatigue,  and  hunger ; and  the  molt  undaunted 
chiefs  defpaired  of  the  event.  The  apoftle  revived 
their  faith  and  courage  by  the  example  of  Ali;  on 

whom 
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whom  he  bellowed  the  furname  of  the  Lion  of  God : c HLA  p* 

perhaps  we  may  believe  that  an  Hebrew  champion  y-*-*' 

of  gigantic  ftature  was  cloven  to  the  cheft  by  his 
irrefiftible  fcymetar ; but  we  cannot  praife  the  mo« 
defty  of  romance,  which  reprefents  him  as  tearing 
from  its  hinges  the  gate  of  a fortrefs,  and  wield- 
ing the  ponderous  buckler  in  his  left  hand  *36. 

After  the  redu&ion  of  the  caftles,  the  town  of 
Chaibar  fubmitted  to  the  yoke.  The  chief  of  the 
tribe  was  tortured,  in  the  prefence  of  Mahomet, 
to  force  a confeffion  of  his  hidden  treafure : the 
induftry  of  the  fhepherds  and  hufbandmcn  was  re- 
warded with  a precarious  toleration  : they  were  per- 
mitted, fo  long  as  it  fhould  pleafe  the  conqueror, 
to  improve  their  patrimony,  in  equal  fhares,  for 
his  emolument  and  their  own.  Under  the  reign 
of  Omar,  the  Jews  of  Chaibar  were  tranlplanted 
to  Syria ; and  the  caliph  alleged  the  injun&ion  of 
his  dying  mailer,  that  one  and  the  true  religion 
ihould  be  profelfed  in  his  native  land  of  Arabia 

Five  times  each  day  the  eyes  of  Mahomet  were  Submiffion 
turned  towards  Mecca13*,  and  he  was  urged  °f  Mecca, 

0 9. 

'I6  Al»u  Rafe,  the  fervant  of  Mahomet,  is  faiJ  to  affirm,  that  he 
himfelf,  and  (even  other  men,  afterwards  tried,  without  fuccefs,  to 
move  the  fame  gate  from  the  ground  (Abulfeda,  p 90.).  Abu  Rafe 
was  an  eye-witnels,  but  who  will  witnefs  for  Abu  Rafe  ? 

*57  The  banilhment  of  the  Jews  is  attefled  by  Elmacin  (Hilt. 

Saracen,  p.  9.)  and  the  great  A1  Zabari  (Gagnier,  tom,  ii.  p.  485.). 

Yet  Niebuhr  (Defcription  de  l’Arabie,  p.  314..)  believes,  that  the 
Jewilh  religion,  and  Kareite  feft,  are  (fill  profelfed  by  the  tribe  of 
Chaibar;  and  that  in  the  plunder  of  the  caravans,  the  difciples  of 
Mofes  are  the  confederates  of  thole  of  Mahomet. 

•J*  The  fuccelfrve  lleps  of  the  reduction  of  Mecca  are  related  by 
Abulfeda  (p.  84 — 87.  97— too.  to*— m.)  and  Gagnier  (tom.  ii. 
p.  409—243.  309 — 344.  tom.  iii.  p.  1 — 38.),  Elmacin  (Hilt.  Sara- 
cen. p.  8,  9,  10.),  Abulphaiagius  (Dynalt.  p.  103.). 
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•C  HLAP-  facred  and  powerful  motives  to  revifit, 

' — v — » as  a conqueror,  the  city  and  the  temple  from  whence 
he  had  been  driven  as  an  exile.  The  Caaba  was 
prefent  to  his  waking  and  fleeping  fancy : an  idle 
dream  was  tranflated  into  vifion  and  prophecy ; he 
unfurled  the  holy  banner  j and  a rafh  promife  of 
fuccefs  too  haftily  dropped  from  the  lips  of  the 
apoftle.  His  march  from  Medina  to  Mecca  dis- 
played the  peaceful  and  fblemn  pomp  of  a pilgrim- 
age : leventy  camels  chofen  and  bedecked  for 
iacrifice,  preceded  the  van ; the  facred  territory 
was  refpefted,  and  the  captives  were  difmifled 
without  ranfom  to  proclaim  his  clemency  and  de- 
votion. But  no  fooner  did  Mahomet  defcend  into 
the  plain,  within  a day’s  journey  of  the  city,  than 
he  exclaimed,  “ they  have  clothed  themfelves  with 
“ the  fkins  of  tygers  " the  numbers  and  refolution 
of  the  Koreifh  oppofed  his  progrefs ; and  the  rov- 
ing Arabs  of  the  defert  might  defert  or  betray  a 
leader  whom  they  had  followed  for  the  hopes  of 
fpoil.  The  intrepid  fanatic  funk  into  a cool  and 
cautious  politician  : he  waved  in  the  treaty  his 
title  of  apoftle  of  God,  concluded  with  the 
Koreifh  and  their  allies  a truce  of  ten  years,  en- 
gaged to  reftore  the  fugitives  of  Mecca  who  fhould 
embrace  his  religion,  and  ftipulated  only,  for  the 
enfuing  year,  the  humble  privilege  of  entering  the 
city  as  a friend,  and  of  remaining  three  days  to 
accomplifh  the  rites  of  the  pilgrimage.  A cloud  of 
fhame  and  lorrow  hung  on  the  retreat  of  the 
Mufulmans,  and  their  difappointment  might  juft- 
ly  accufe  the  failure  of  a prophet  who  had  fo 
often  appealed  to  the  evidence  of  fuccefs.  The 
3 faith 
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faith  and  hope  of  the  pilgrims  were  rekindled  by 
the  profpedl  of  Mecca  : their  fvvords  were  flieath- 
ed ; (even  times  in  the  footfteps  of  the  apoftle 
they  encompafled  the  Caaba : the  Koreifh  had  re- 
tired to  the  hills,  and  Mahomet,  after  the  cuftom- 
ary  facrifice,  evacuated  the  city  on  the  fourth 
day.  The  people  was  edified  by  his  devotion  ; the 
hoftile  chiefs  were  awed,  or  divided,  or  fedueed; 
and  both  Caled  and  Amrou,  the  future  conquerors 
of  Syria  and  Egypt,  moft  feafonably  deferted  the 
finking  caufe  of  idolatry.  The  power  of  Maho- 
met was  increafed  by  the  fubmifilon  of  the  Ara- 
bian tribes : ten  thoufand  foldicrs  were  affembled 
for  the  conqueft  of  Mecca,  and  the  idolaters,  the 
weaker  party,  were  eafily  conv idled  of  violating 
the  truce.  Enthufiafm  and  difcipline  impelled  the 
march  and  preferved  the  fecret,  till  the  blaze  of 
ten  thoufand  fires  proclaimed  to  the  aftonifhed 
Koreifh,  the  defign,  the  approach,  and  the  irre- 
liftible  force  of  the  enemy.  The  haughty  Abu 
Sophian  prefented  the  keys  of  the  city,  admired 
the  variety  of  arms  and  enfigns  that  pafled  before 
him  in  review ; obferved  that  the  fon  of  Abdallah 
had  acquired  a mighty  kingdom,  and  confefled, 
under  the  fcymetar  of  Omar,  that  he  was  the  apoftle 
of  the  true  God.  The  return  of  Marius  anil 
Sylla  was  ftained  with  the  blood  of  the  Romans  : 
the  revenge  of  Mahomet  was  ftimulated  by  religi- 
ous zeal,  and  his  injured  followers  were  eager  to 
execute  or  to  prevent  the  order  of  a maflacre.  In- 
ftead  of  indulging  their  paffions  and  his  own  ,Si>, 

the 

After  the  conqueft  of  Mecca,  the  Mahomet  of  Voltaire  ima- 
gines and  perpetrates  the  moft  horrid  crimes.  The  poet  confeftes, 
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CHAP,  the  victorious  exile  forgave  the  guilt,  and  united 
. * . the  faftions,  of  Mecca.  His  troops,  in  three 

divifions,  marched  into  the  city  : eight  and  twenty 
of  the  inhabitants  were  (lain  by  the  fwordof  Caled; 
eleven  men  and  fix  women  were  profcribed  by 
the  fentence  of  Mahomet ; but  he  blamed  the 
Cruelty  of  his'  lieutenant ; and  feveral  of  the  moft 
obnoxious  victims  were  indebted  for  their  lives  to 
his  clemency  or  contempt.  The  chiefs  of  the 
Koreilh  were  proftrate  at  his  feet.  “ What  mercy 
“ can  you  expeCt  from  the  man  whom  you  have 
wronged?”  “ We  confide  in  the  generofity  of 
“ our  kinfman.”  “ And  you  fhall  not  confide 
**  in  vain : begone  ! you  are  fafe,  you  are  free.” 
The  people  of  Mecca  deferved  their  pardon  by 
the  profeflion  of  I flam;,  and  after  ar\  exile  of  feven 
years,  the  fugitive  mifilonary  was  inthroned  as  the 
prince  and  prophet  of  his  native  country  ,4°.  But 
the  three  hundred  and  fixty  idols  of  the  Caaba 
were  ignominioufly  broken : the  houfe  of  God  was 
purified  and  adorned;  as  an  example  to  future 
times,  the  apoftle  again  fulfilled  the  duties  of  a 
pilgrim ; and  a perpetual  law  was  enaCted  that  no 

that  he  is  not  fupported  by  the  truth  of  hiftory,  and  can  only  allege, 
que  celui  qui  fait  la  gueire  a.  fa  patrie  au  nom  de  Dieu,  eft  capable  de 
tout  (Oeuvres  de  Voltaire,  tom.  xv.  p.  *8*.).  The  maxim  is 
neither  charitable  nor  philofophic ; and  fome  reverence  is  furely  due 
to  the  fame  of  heroes  and  the  religion  of  nations.  I am  informed  that 
a Turkilh  ambaftador  at  Paris  was  much  fcandalized  at  the  repre- 
fentation  of  this  tragedy. 

•4°  The  Mahometan  doflors  ftill  difp.ute,  whether  Mecca  was  re- 
duced by  force  oreonfent  (Abulfeda,  p.  107. et  Gagnier  ad  locum)  j 
and  this  verbal  controverfy  is  of  as  much  moment,  as  our  own  about 
William  the  Cwyvnw.  , . . 

> unbe- 
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unbeliever  fliould  dare  to  fet  his  foot  on  the  terri- 
tory of  the  holy  city  ,4'. 

The  conqueft  of  Mecca  determined  the  faith  and 
obedience  of  the  Arabian  tribes  '4* ; who,  accord- 
ing to  the  viciffkudes  of  fortune,  had  obeyed  or 
difregarded  the  eloquence  or  the  arms  of  the  pro- 
phet. Indifference  for  rites  and  opinions  ftill 
marks  the  character  of  the  Bedoweens ; and  they 
might  accept,  as  loofely  as  they  hold,  the  dodlrine 
of  the  Koran.  Yet  an  obftinate  remnant  ftill  ad- 
hered to  the  religion  and  liberty  of  their  anceftors, 
and  the  war  of  Honain  derived  a proper  appella- 
tion from  the  idols,  whom  Mahomet  had  vowed 
to  deftroy,  and  whom  the  confederates  of  T ayef 
had  fworn  to  defend  '4*.  Four  thoufand  pagans 
advanced  with  lecrecy  and  fpeed  to  furprife  the 
conqueror;  they  pitied  and  defpifed  the  fupine 
negligence  of  the  Koreifh,  but  they  depended  on 
the  wifhes,  and  perhaps  the  aid,  of  a people  who 
had  fo  lately  renounced  their  gods,  and  bowed  be- 
neath the  yoke  of  their  enemy.  The  banners  of 


In  excluding  the  Chriftians  from  the  peninfula  of  Arabia,  the 
province  of  Hejaz,  or  the  navigation  of  the  Red  Sea,  Chardin 
(Voyages  en  Perfe,  tom.  iv.  p.  166.)  and  Reland  (DifTert.  Mifcel). 
tom.  iii.  p.  ji.)  are  more  rigid  than  the  Mufulmans  themfelves. 
The  Chriftians  are  received  without  Temple  into  the  ports  of  Mocha, 
and  even  of  Gedda,  and  it  is  only  the  city  and  precinfls  of  Mecca 
that  are  inacceffible  to  the  profane  (Niebuhr,  Defcription  de  PArabie, 
p.  308,  309.  Voyage  en  Arabic,  tom.  i.  p.  aoj.  248,  &c.). 

*4*  Abulfeda,  p.  in — 115.  Gagnier,  tom.  iii.  p.  67 — 88.  D’Her- 
belot,  Mohammed. 

*45  The  fiege  of  Tayef,  divilion  of  the  fpoil,  &c.  are  related  by 
Abulfeda  (p.  117— 123.)  and  Gagnier  (tom.  iii.  p.  88—111). 
It  is  A1  Jannabi  who  mentions  the  engines  and  engineers  of  the  tribe 
of  Daws.  The  fertile  fpot  of  Tayef  was  iuppoied  to  be  a piece  of  the 
land  of  Syria deuchet^and  dropped  in  the  general  deluge. 
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Medina  and  Mecca  were  difplayed  by  the  prophet ; 
a crowd  of  Bedoweens  increafed  the  ftrength  or 
numbers  of  the  army,  and  twelve  thoufand  Muful- 
mans  entertained  a rafh  and  finful  prefumption  of 
their  invincible  ftrength.  They  defcended  without 
precaution  into  the  valley  of  Honain  : the  heights 
had  been  occupied  by  the  archers  and  (lingers  of 
the  confederates ; their  numbers  were  opprefled, 
their  difcipline  was  confounded,  their  courage  was 
appalled,  and  the  Koreifh  frniled  at  their  impend- 
ing deftruition.  The  prophet,  on  his  white  mule, 
was  encompafied  by  the  enemies ; he  attempted  to 
rufli  againft  their  fpears  in  fearch  of  a glorious 
death  : ten  of  his  faithful  companions  interpofed 
their  weapons  and  their  breafts ; three  of  thefe  fell 
dead  at  his  feet : “ O my  brethren,”  he  repeat- 
edly cried  with  forrow  and  indignation,  ff  I am 
“ the  fon  of  Abdallah,  I am  the  apoftle  of  truth  1 
“ O man  ftand  faft  in  the  faith  ! O God  fend 
“ down  thy  fuccour  !”  His  uncle  Abbas,  who, 
like  the  heroes  of  Homer,  excelled  in  the  loudnefs 
of  his  voice,  made  the  valley  refound  with  the  re- 
cital of  the  gifts  and  promifes  of  God  : the  flying 
Modems  returned  from  all  Tides  to  the  holy 
ftandard  ; and  Mahomet  obferved  with  pleafure, 
that  the  furnace  was  again  rekindled : his  conduit 
and  example  reftored  the  battle,  and  he  animated 
his  victorious  troops  to  infliit  a mercilefs  revenge 
on  the  authors  of  their  fhame.  From  the  field  of 
Honain,  he  marched  without  delay  to  the  fxege  of 
Tayef,  fixty  miles  to  the  fouth-eaft  of  Mecca,  a 
fortrefs  of  ftrength,  whofe  fertile  lands  produce  the 
fruits  of  Syria  in  the  midft  of  the  Arabian  defert. 

A friendly 
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A friendly  tribe,  inftru&ed  (I  know  not  how)  in  c HLA  p* 

the  art  of  fieges,  fupplied  him  with  a train  of  t ¥ — 1 

battering  rams  and  military  engines,  with  a body 
of  five  hundred  artificers.  But  it  was  in  vain  that 
he  offered  freedom  to  the  flaves  of  Tayef ; that  he 
violated  his  own  laws  by  the  extirpation  of  the  fruit- 
trees  ; that  the  ground  was  opened  by  the  miners  ; 
that  the  breach  was  aflaulted  by  the  troops.  After 
a fiege  of  twenty  days,  the  prophet  founded  a re- 
treat, but  he  retreated  with  a fong  of  devout  tri- 
umph, and  affedted  to  pray  for  the  repentance  and 
fafety  of  the  unbelieving  city.  The  fpoil  of  this 
fortunate  expedition  amounted  to  fix  thoufand 
captives,  twenty- four  thoufand  camels,  forty 
thoufand  fheep,  and  four  thoufand  ounces  of  filver : 
a tribe  who  had  fought  at  Honain,  redeemed  their 
prifoners  by  the  facrifice  of  their  idols ; but  Ma- 
homet_  compen  fated  the  lofs,  by  refigning  to  the 
foldiers  his  fifth  of  the  plunder,  and  wifhed  for 
their  fake,  that  he  poffefled  as  many  head  of  cattle 
as  there  were  trees  in  the  province  of  Tehama. 

Irtftead  of  chaftifing  the  difaffedlion  of  the  Koreifh, 
he  endeavoured  to  cut  out  their  tongues  (his  own 
expreffion),  and  to  fecure  their  attachment  by  a 
fuperior  meafure  of  liberality : Abu  Sophian  alone 
was  prefented  with  three  hundred  camels  and 
twenty  ounces  of  filver ; and  Mecca  was  fincerely 
converted  to  the  profitable  religion  of  the  Koran. 

The  fugitives  and  auxiliaries  complained,  that 
they  who  had  borne  the  burthen  were  neglected 
in  the  feafon  of  victory.  Alas,”  replied  their 
artful  leader,  “ fuffer  me  to  conciliate  thefe  recent  . 

“ enemies,  thefe  doubtful  profelytes,  by  the  gift  of 

X 4 “ fome 
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chap.  « fome  perifhable  goods.  To  your  guard  I cntruft 
L " my  life  and  fortunes.  You  are  the  companions 

" of  my  exile,  of  my  kingdom,  of  my  paradife.” 
He  was  followed  by  the  deputies  of  Tayef,  who 
dreaded  the  repetition  of  a fiege.  " Grant  us,  O 
" apoftle  of  God  ! a truce  of  three  years,  with  the 
“ toleration  of  our  ancient  worlhip.”  "Not  a 
" month,  not  an  hour.”  “ Excufe  us  at  leaft 
“ from  the  obligation  of  prayer.”  " Without 
“ prayer  religion  is  of  no  avail.”  They  fubmitted 
in  filence ; their  temples  were  demolifhed,  and  the 
fame  fentence  of  deftru&ion  was  executed  on  all 


Firft  war 
of  the  Ma- 
hometans 
again  ft  the 
Roman 
empire. 


the  idols  of  Arabia.  His  lieutenants,  on  the  fhores 
of  the  Red  Sea,  the  Ocean,  and  the  GulfofPerfia, 
were  faluted  by  the  acclamations  of  a faithful 
people ; and  the  ambaffadors  who  knelt  before  the 
throne  of  Medina,  were  as  numerous  (fays  the 
Arabian  proverb)  as  the  dates  that  fall  from  the 
maturity  of  a palm-tree.  The  nation  fubmitted  to 
the  God  and  the  fceptre  of  Mahomet : the  oppro- 
brious name  of  tribute  was  abolifhed  : the  fpon- 
taneous  or  reludtant  oblations  of  alms  and  tithes 
were  applied  to  the  fervice  of  religion : and  one 
hundred  and  fourteen  thoufand  Modems  accom- 
panied the  laft  pilgrimage  of  the  apoftle  ,4\ 

When  Heraclius  returned  in  triumph  from  the 
Perfian  war,  he  entertained,  at  Emefa,  one  of  the 
ambaffadors  of  Mahomet,  who  invited  the  princes 

***  The  laft  conquetts  and  pilgrimage  of  Mahomet  are  contained 
in  Abulfeda  (p,  m— 153.),  Gagnier  (tom.  iii.  p.  119— 119.),  E^- 
macin  (p.  10,  11.),  Abulpharagius  (p.  103.).  The  ix^  of  the  Hegira 
was  (lyled  the  Year  of  Rmbaffics  (Gagnjer,  Not.  ad  Abuifed. 
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and  nations  of  the  earth  to  the  profeffion  of  Iflam. 
On  this  foundation  the  zeal  of  the  Arabians  has 
fuppofed  the  fecret  converfion  of  the  Chriftian  em- 
peror : the  vanity  of  the  Greeks  has  feigned  a per- 
ional  vilit  of  the  prince  of  Medina,  who  accepted 
from  the  royal  bounty  a rich  domain,  and  a fecure 
retreat,  in  the  province  of  Syria  **\  But  the  friend- 
fhip  of  Heraclius  and  Mahomet  was  of  fhort  con- 
tinuance: the  new  religion  had  inflamed  rather 
than  affuaged  the  rapacious  fpirit  of  the  Saracens ; 
and  the  murder  of  an  envoy  afforded  a decent  pre- 
tence for  invading,  with  three  thoufand  foldiers, 
the  territory  of  Paleftine,  that  extends  to  the  eaft- 
ward  of  the  Jordan.  The  holy  banner  was  en- 
trufted  to  Zeid  ; and  fuch  was  the  difcipline  or  en- 
thufiafm  of  the  rifing  fed,  that  the  nobleft  chiefs 
ferved  without  reluftance,  under  the  flave  of  the 
prophet.  On  the  event  of  his  deceafe,  Jaafar  and 
Abdallah  were  fucceffively  fubftituted  to  the  com- 
mand ; and  if  the  three  (hould  perilh  in  the  war, 
the  troops  were  authorifed  to  ele£t  their  general. 
The  three  leaders  were  (lain  in  the  battle  of 
Muta  *46,  the  firft  military  action  which  tried  the 
valour  of  the  Moflems  againft  a foreign  enemy. 
Zeid  fell,  like  a foldier,  in  the  foremofl  ranks : 
the  death  of  Jaafar  was  heroic  and  memorable ; he 
Joft  his  right-hand  j he  Ihifted  the  ftandard  to  his 


A.  D. 
619,  630. 


•4-S  Compare  the  bigotted  Al  Jannabi  (apod  Gagnier,  tom.  ii.  p. 
*31 — 155.)  with  the  no  lefs  bigotted  Greeks,  Theophanes  (p. 
*76—178.),  Zonaras  (tom.  ii.  1.  xiv.  p.  86.),  and  Cedrcnus 

(p.  ♦*».). 

For  the  battle  of  Muta,  and  its  confequences,  fife  Abulfeda 
(p.  loo  — ioi.)  and  Gagnier  (torn.  ii.  p.  3*7— 3+3>)*  KaAiJej 
([fays  Theophaaes)  it  Asyatri  tutxp>(at  Gw. 

left; 
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CHAP.  ieft ; the  left  was  fevered  from  his  body  ; he  em- 

. _ ‘ ■ braced  the  ftandard  with  his  bleeding  flumps,  till 

he  was  transfixed  to  the  ground  with  fifty  honour- 
able wounds.  “ Advance,”  cried  Abdallah,  who 
ftepped  into  the  vacant  place,  “ advance  with  con- 
“ fidence ; either  vidory  or  paradife  is  our  own.” 

The  lance  of  a Roman  decided  the  alternative ; 
but  the  falling  ftandard  was  refeued  by  Caled,  the  v 
profelyte  of  Mecca : nine  fwords  were  broken  in 
his  hand ; and  his  valour  withftood  and  repulfcd 
the  fuperior  numbers  of  the  Chriftians.  In  .the 
nodurnal  council  of  the  camp  he  was  chofen  to  £-  • 
command  : his  fkiiful  evolutions  of  the  enfuing  „ 

day  fecured  either  the  vidory  or  the  retreat  of  the  t 

Saracens;  and  Caled  is  renowned  among  his-£/" 
brethren  and  his  enemies  by  the  glorious  appella-"*  • 
tion  of  the  Sword  of  God.  In  the  pulpit,  Maho-r 
met  deferibed,  with  prophetic  rapture,  the  crowns 
of  the  blefied  martyrs ; but  in  private  he  betrayed 
the  feelings  of  human  nature  : he  was  furprifed  as 
he  wept  over  the  daughter  of  Zeid  : “ What  do  I 
*c  fee?”  faid  the  aftonifhed  votary.  “ You  fee,” 
replied  the  apoftle,  “ a friend,  who  is  deploring 
“ the  lofs  of  his  moft  faithful  friend.”  After  the 
conqueft  of  Mecca  the  fovereign  of  Arabia  affeded 
to  prevent  the  hoftile  preparations  of  Heraclius  ; 
and  folcmnly  proclaimed  war  • sainft  the  Romans, 
without  attempting  to  difgtf  • the  hardfhips  and 
.dangers  of  the  enterprife  The  Modems  were 


*+7  The  expedition  of  Tabuc  is  n ovded  by  our  ordinary  hiftori- 
ans,  AbulTeda  (Vit.  Moliatn.  r>.  i2_  -127.)  and  Gagnier  (Vie  de 
Mahomet,  tom.  iii.  p.  147 — jSj.);  hut  we  have  the  advantage  of 
appealing  to  the  original  evidence  of  the  Koran  (c.  9.  p.  154.  165.), 
with  Sale's  learned  and  rational  aotei . 

* difeou- 
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difcouraged  : they  alleged  the  want  of  money,  or  c hla  p* 
horfes,  or  provifions ; the  feafon  of  harveft,  and  v_lir—  , , 
the  intolerable  heat  of  the  fummer:  “ Hell  is 
“ much  hotter,”  faid  the  indignant  prophet.  He 
difdained  to  compel  their  fervice ; but  on  his  re- 
turn he  admonifhed  the  moft  guilty,  by  an  excom- 
munication of  fifty  days.  The  defertion  enhanced 
the  merit  of  Abubeker,  Othman,  and  the  faithful 
companions  who  devoted  their  lives  and  fortunes ; 
and  Mahomet  difplayed  his  banner  at  the  head  of 
ten  thoufand  horfe  and  twenty  thoufand  foot.  Pain- 
ful indeed  was  the  diftrefs  of  the  march : lafiitude 
and  thirft  were  aggravated  by  the  fcorching  and 
peftilential  winds  of  the  defert : ten  men  rode  by 
turns  on  the  fame  camel : and  they  were  reduced 
to  the  lhameful  necefiity  of  drinking  die  water 
from  the  belly  of  that  ufeful  animal.  In  the  mid- 
way, ten  days  journey  from  Medina  and  Damafcus, 
they  repoled  near  the  grove  and  fountain  of  Ta- 
buc.  Beyond  that  place,  Mahomet  declined  the 
profecution  of  the  war ; he  declared  himfelf  fatisfied 
with  the  peaceful  intentions,  he  was  more  pro- 
bably daunted  by  the  martial  array,  of  the  empe- 
ror of  the  Eaft.  But  the  adlive  and  intrepid  Ca- 
led  fpread  around  the  terror  of  his  name ; and  the 
prophet  received  the  fubmifiion  of  the  tribes  and 
cities,  from  the  Euphrates  to  Ailah,  at  the  head 
of  the  Red  Sea.  Ho  his  Chriftian  fubjedts,  Ma- 
homet readily  gran\  A the  fecurity  of  their  perfons, 

♦ the  freedom  of  their  trade,  the  property  of  their 
goods,  and  the  toleraaon  ?of  their  worfhip  *4*.  The 

weak- 

•4-8  The  Diploma  ftcuritoth  AHer^us,  is  attcfted  by  ‘Ahmed  Ben 
Jofejthj  and  the  author  IJbr'  Splcndgfum  (Gagnier,  Not.  ad  Abul- 

fedam. 
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chap,  weaknefs  of  their  Arabian  brethren  had  reftrained 
. _ ‘ . them  from  oppofing  his  ambition  : the  difciples  of 
Jefus  were  endeared  to  the  enemy  of  the  Jews; 
• and  it  was  the  intereft  of  a conqueror  to  propofe  a 
fair  capitulation  to  the  moft  powerful  religion  of 
the  earth. 

i^enth  of  Till  the  age  of  fixty-three  years,  the  ftrengthof 
a.d.  631,  Mahomet  was  equal  to  the  temporal  and  fpiritual 
June  7-  fatigues  of  his  million.  His  epileptic  fits,  an  ab- 
furd  calumny  of  the  Greeks,  would  be  an  objeft  of 
pity  rather  than  abhorrence  149 ; but  he  ferioufly 
believed  that  he  was  poifoned  at  Chaibar  by  the 
revenge  of  a Jewilh  female  ,5°.  During  four  years, 

the 

fedam,  p.  125.)  ; but  Abulfeda  himfelf,  as  well  as  Elmacin  (Hift. 
Saracen,  p.  ji.),  though  he  owns  Mahomet’s  regard  for  the  Cltrift- 
ians  (p.  13.),  only  mention  peace  and  tribute.  In  the  year  1630, 
Sionita  publithed  at  Paris  the  text  and  veriion  of  Mahomet's  patent 
in  favour  of  the  Chriftians  ; which  was  admitted  and  reprobated  by 
theoppofite  tafte  of  Salmafius  and  Grotius(IJaylc,  Mahomet.  Rem. 
AA.).  Hottinger doubts  of  its  authenticity  (Hift.  Orient,  p.  237.}  j 
Renaudot  urges  the  confent  of  the  Mahometans  (Hift.  Patriarch. 
Alex.  p.  169.)}  but  Molheim  (Hift.  Ecclef.  p.  244.)  (hews  the 
futility  of  their  opinion,  and  inclines  to  believe  it  fpurious.  Yet 
Abulpharagius  quotes  the  impoftor’s  treaty  with  the  Neftorian  patri- 
arch ( Afleman.  Bibliot.  Orient,  tom.  ii.  p.  41 8.) ; but  Abulpharagius 
was  primate  of  the  Jacobites. 

>49  The  epilepfy,  or  falling-ficknefs,  of  Mahomet,  is  afferted  by 
Theophanes,  Zonaras,  and  the  reft  of  the  Greeks;  and  is  greedily 
(wallowed  by  the  grofs  bigotry  of  Hottinger  (Hift.  Orient,  p.  to, 
11.),  Prideaux  (Life  of  Mahomet,  p.  12.),  and  Maracci  (tom. 
ii.  Alcoran,  p.  762,  763.).  The  titles  (the  wrapped  up,  the  amend) 
of  two  chapters  of  the  Koran  (73,  74.),  can  hardly  be  drained  to 
fuch  an  interpretation ; the  fiience,  the  ignorance  of  the  Mahometan 
commentators,  is  more  concluftve  than  the  moft  peremptory  denial 
and  the  charitable  fide  is  efpoufed  by  Ockley  (Hift.  of  the  Saracens, 
tom.  i,  p.  301.),  Gagnier  (ad  Abulfeda,  p.  9.  Vie  de  Mahomet, 
tom.  i,  p.  118.),  and  Sale  (Koran,  p.  469 — 474.). 

»S°  This  poifon  (more  ignominious  fince  it  was  offered  as  a teft 
of  his  prophetic  knowledge)  is  frankly  confetfed  by  his  zealous  vo- 
taries. 
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the  health  of  the  prophet  declined  } his  infirmities  c hla  p- 
increafed ; but  his  mortal  difeafe  was  a fever  of  . — * 
fourteen  days,  which  deprived  him  by  intervals  of 
the  ufe  of  reafon.  As  foon  as  he  was  confcious  of 
his  danger,  he  edified  his  brethren  by  the  humility 
of  his  virtue  or  penitence.  “If  there  be  any 
“ man,”  faid  the  apoftle  from  the  pulpit,  “ whom 
“ I have  unjuftly  fcourged,  I fubmit  my  own  back 
“ to  the  lafh  of  retaliation.  Have  I afperfed  the 
n reputation  of  a Mufulman  ? let  him  proclaim 
“ my  faults  in  the  face  of  the  congregation.  Has 
" any  one  been  defpoiled  of  his  goods  ? the  little 
“ that  I poffefs  {hall  compenfate  the  principal  and 
“ the  intereft  of  the  debt.”  “ Yes,”  replied  a 
voice  from  the  crowd.  “ I am  entitled  to  three 
“ drams  of  filver.”  Mahomet  heard  the  com- 
plaint, fatisfied  the  demand,  and  thanked  his  credi- 
tor for  accufing  him  in  this  world  rather  than  at  the 
day  of  judgment.  He  beheld  with  temperate  fir  m- 
nefs  the  approach  of  death  j enfranchifed  his  (laves 
(feventecn  men,  as  they  are  named,  and  eleven 
women)  ; minutely  directed  the  order  of  his  fune- 
ral, and  moderated  the  lamentations  of  his  weeping 
friends,  on  whom  he  bellowed  the  benediction  of 
peace.  Till  the  third  day  before  his  death,  he  re- 
gularly performed  the  function  of  public  prayer : 
the  choice  of  Abubeker  to  fupply  his  place,  ap- 
peared to  mark  that  ancient  and  faithful  friend 
as  his  fuccefior  in  the  facerdotal  and  regal  office  j 
but  he  prudently  declined  the  ri(k  and  envy  of  a 

taries,  Abulfeda(p.  91.)  and  A1  Jannabi  (apud  Gagnier,  tom.  ii. 
p.  z86— a*8.). 

more 
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C HlA  P’  morc  exP^c*t  nomination.  At  a moment  when  his 

. — 1‘_  i faculties  were  vifibly  impaired,  he  called  for  pen 
and  ink,  to  write,  or  more  properly  to  didlate,  a 
divine  book,  the  fum  and  accompli  fhment  of  all 
his  revelations : a difpute  arofe  in  the  chamber, 
whether  he  fhould  be  allowed  to  fuperfede  the  au- 
thority of  the  Koran ; and  the  prophet  was  forced 
to  reprove  the  indecent  vehemence  of  his  difciples. 
If  the  flighted:  credit  may  be  afforded  to  the  tra- 
ditions of  his  wives  and  companions,  he  maintained 
in  the  bofom  of  his  family,  and  to  the  laft  mo- 
ments of  his  life,  the  dignity  of  an  apoftle  and  the 
faith  of  an  enthufiaft ; defcribed  the  vifits  of  Ga- 
briel, who  bade  an  everlafting  farewel  to  the  earth, 
and  expreflfed  his  lively  confidence,  not  only  of  the 
mercy,  but  of  the  favour,  of  the  Supreme  Being. 
In  a familiar  difcourfe  he  had  mentioned  his  fpecial 
prerogative,  that  the  angel  of  death  was  not  allow- 
ed to  take  his  foul  till  he  had  refpe&fully  afked  the 
permiflion  of  the  prophet.  The  requeft  was  grant- 
ed ; and  Mahomet  immediately  fell  into  the  agony 
of  his  diffolution  : his  head  was  reclined  on  the  lap 
of  Ayelha,  the  bell  beloved  of  all  his  wives ; he 
fainted  with  the  violence  of  pain ; recovering  his 
fpirits,  he  railed  his  eyes  towards  the  roof  of  the 
houfe,  and,  with  a fteady  look,  though  a faulter- 
ing  voice,  uttered  the  laft  broken,  though  articu- 
late, words  : “ O God  !.....  pardon  my  fins 

“ Yes, I come, among 

“ my  fellow- citizens  on  high:”  and  thus  peaceably 
expired  on  a carpet  fpread  upon  the  floor.  An 
expedition  for  the  conqueft  of  Syria  was  flopped 
by  this  mournful  event : the  army  halted  at  the 

gates 
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gates  of  Medina ; the  chiefs  were  aflembled  round  CHAP, 
their  dying  mafter.  The  city,  more  efpecially  the  ■ - . 

houfe,  of  the  prophet  was  a fcene  of  clamorous  for- 
row  or  filent  defpair : fanaticifm  alone  could  fug- 
ged a ray  of  hope  and  confolation.  “ How  can 
“ he  be  dead,  our  witnefs,  our  intercelfor,  our 
(t  mediator,  with  God  ? By  God  he  is  not  dead ; ' 

“ like  Mofes  and  Jefus  he  is  wrapt  in  a holy 
“ trance,  and  fpeedily  will  he  return  to  his  faith- 
“ ful  people.”  The  evidence  of  fenfe  was  difre- 
gardedi  and  Omar,  unlheathing  his  fcymetar, 
threatened  to  {trike  off  the  heads  of  the  infidels, 
who  fhould  dare  to  affirm  that  the  prophet  was  no 
more.  The  tumult  was  appeafed  by  the  weight 
and  moderation  of  Abubeker.  “ Is  it  Maho- 
“ met,”  faid  he  to  Omar  and  the  multitude,  “ or 
*?  the  God  of  Mahomet,  whom  you  worfhip  ? The 
“ God  of  Mahomet  liveth  for  ever,  but  the  apoftle 
“ was  a mortal  like  ourlelves,  and  according  to 
‘‘  his  own  prediction,  he  has  experienced  the  com- 
“ mon  fate  of  mortality.”  He  was  pioufly  inter- 
red by  the  hands  of  his  neareft  kinfman,  on  the 
fame  fpot  on  which  he  expired  ,s' ; Medina  has 
been  fandified  by  the  death  and  burial  of  Maho- 
met and  the  innumerable  pilgrims  ofMecca  often 

*1*  The  Greeks  and  Latins  have  invented  and  propagated  the  vul- 
gar and  ridiculous  dory,  that  Mahomet’s  iron  tomb  is  fufpended  in 
the  air  at  Mecca  (a-tipa-  f4iTi&i;i£of ««*.  Laonicus  Chalcocondyles  de 
Rebus  Turcicis,  I.  iii.  p.  66.),  by  the  aftion  of  equal  and  potent 
loaddones  (Diftionaire  de  Bayle,  Mahomet,  Rem.  EE.  FF.). 

Without  any  philofophica!  inquiries,  it  may  fuffice,  that,  j.  The 
prophet  was  not  buried  at  Mecca ; and,  a.  That  his  tomb  at  Me- 
dina, which  has  been  vifited  by  millions,  is  placed  on  the  ground 
(Reland  de  Kelig.  Moham.  1.  ii.  c.  19.  p,  jog— an.),  Gagnier  (Vie 
de  Mahomtt,  tom.  iii.  p.  *63— *68.). 

turn 
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turn  afide  from  the  way,  to  bow  in  voluntary  de- 
votion ,5i,  before  the  Ample  tomb  of  the  pro- 
phet ,S5. 

At  the  conclufion  of  the  life  of  Mahomet,  it 
may  perhaps  be  expe&ed,  that  I fhould  balance 
his  faults  and  virtues,  that  I fhould  decide  whether 
the  title  of  enthufiaft  or  impoftor  more  properly 
belongs  to  that  extraordinary  man.  Had  I been 
intimately  converfant  with  the  fon  of  Abdallah,  the 
talk  would  ftill  be  difficult,  and  the  fuccefe  uncer- 
tain : at  the  diftance  of  twelve  centuries,  I darkly 
contemplate  his  fhade  through  a cloud  of  religi- 
ous incenfe ; and  could  I truly  delineate  the  portrait 
of  an  hour,  the  fleeting  refemblance  would  not 
equally  apply  to  the  folitary  of  mount  Hera,  to  the 
preacher  of  Mecca,  and  to  the  conqueror  of  Ara- 
bia. The  author  of  a mighty  revolution  appears 
to  have  been  endowed  with  a pious  and  contempla- 
tive difpofition:  fo  foon  as  marriage  had  railed 
him  above  the  preflure  of  want,  he  avoided  the 
paths  of  ambition  and  avarice  and  till  the  age  of 
forty,  he  lived  with  innocence,  and  would  have 


*s*  A1  Jannabi  enumerates  (Vie  de  Mahomet,  tom.  iii.  p.  J74— 
591.)  the  multifarious  duties  of  a pilgrim  who  vifits  the  tombs  of 
the  prophet  and  his  companions } and  the  learned  eafuift  decides, 
that  this  aft  of  devotion  is  neareft  in  obligation  and  merit  to  a di- 
vine precept.  The  doftor*  are  divided  which,  of  Mecca  or  Medina, 
be  the  moft  excellent  (p.  391— J94..). 

'H  The  laft  ficknefs,  death,  and  burial  of  Mahomet,  are  defcribed 
by  Abtilfeda  and  Gagnier  (Vit.  Moham.  p.  133 — 141.  Vie  de  Ma- 
met,  tom.  ni.  p.  220—271.).  The  moft  private  and  interefting 
7CflUu!  anCeS  WCre  oriSinaI1y  received  from  Aye/ha,  Ali,  the  fons 
o»  Abbas,  See. ; and  as  they  dwelt  at  Medina,  and  furvived  the 
prophet  many  years,  they  might  repeat  the  pious  tale  to  a fecond  or 
third  generation  of  pilgrims. 

' • * 2 '2  d*d 
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died  without  a name.  The  unity  of  God  is  an  chap. 
idea  moft  congenial  to  nature  and  reafon  ; and  a ■_  J , j 
flight  converfation  with  the  Jews  and  Chriftians 
would  teach  him  to  defpife  and  deteft  the  idolatry 
of  Mecca.  It  was  the  duty  of  a man  and  a citi- 
zen to  impart  the  do&rine  of  falvation>  to  refcue 
his  country  from  the  dominion  of  fin  and  error. 

^The  energy  of  a mind  inceffantly  bent  on  the  fame 
objetft,  would  convert  a general  obligation  into  a 
particular  call ; the  warm  fuggeftions  of  the  un- 
demanding or  the  fancy,  would  be  felt  as  the  in- 
Ipirations  of  heaven  ; the  labour  of  thought  would 
expire  in  rapture  and  vifion  j and  the  inward  fen- 
fation,  the  invifible -monitor,  would  be  defcribed 
with  the  form  and  attributes  of  an  angel  of  God,s+. 

From  enthufiafin  to  impofture,  theftepis  perilous 
and  flippery : the  daemon  of  Socrates  *5S  affords  a 

memo- 


•J*  The  Chriftians,  ralhly  enough,  have  afligned  to  Mahomet  a 
tame  pigeon,  that  feemed  to  defcend  from  heaven  and  whifper  in  his 
ear.  As  this  pretended  miracle  is  urged  by  Grotius  (de  Veritate 
Religionis  Chriltiana:),  his  Arabic  tranflator,  the  learned  Pocock, 
inquired  of  him  the  names  of  his  authors  ; and  Grotius  confefled, 
that  it  is  unknown  to  the  Mahometans  themfelres.  Left  it  ftiould 
provoke  their  indignation  and  laughter,  the  pious  lit  is  fuppretfed  in 
the  Arabic  verfion  ; but  it  has  maintained  an  edifying  place  in  the 
numerous  editions  of  the  Latin  text  (Pocock,  Specimen  Hill.  Ara- 
bum,  p.  186,  187.  Reland,  de  Religion.  Moham.  1.  ii.  c.  39. 
p.  S59 — 262.). 

***  Efioi  ii  Ttfro  m*  iraiiot  aflafisio,  Ip  amt  Tit  yiyiojM  tv  it  ora » 
•ytmat  an  awroTpiirsi  fit  tktu  0 at  fiiAAw  itfamit,  irfOTpETt.  it  niton 
(Plato,  in  Apolog.  Socrat.  c.  19.  p.  111,  tlx.  edit.  Fifcher). 
The  familiar  examples,  which  Socrates  urges  in  his  Dialogue  with 
Theages  (Platon.  Opsra,  tom.  i.  p.  118,  1*9.  edit.  Hen.  Stephan), 
are  beyond  the  reach  of  human  forefight ; and  the  divine  infpira- 
tftm  (the  Aat.ptmo.)  of  the  philofopher,  is  clearly  taught  in  the  Me- 
morabilia of  Xenophon.  The  ideas  of  the  moll  rational  Platonifts 

V-ot.  IX.  Y are 
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C HlA  P'  memorable  inftance,  how  a wife  man  may  deceive 

himfelf,  how  a good  man  may  deceive  others,  how 

the  confcience  may  flumber  in  a mixed  and  middle 
ftate  between  felf-illufion  and  voluntary  fraud. 
Charity  may  believe  that  the  original  motives  of 
Mahomet  were  thofe  of  pure  and  genuine  bene- 
volence ; but  a human  miflionary  is  incapable  of 
cherifhing  the  obftinate  unbelievers  who  rejeft  his 
claims,  defpife  his  arguments,  and  perfecute  his 
life ; he  might  forgive  his  perfonal  adverfaries,  he 
may  lawfully  hate  the  enemies  of  God ; the  (tern 
pafllons  of  pride  and  revenge  were  kindled  in  the 
bofom  of  Mahomet,  and  he  fighed,  like  the  pro- 
phet of  N ini  veh,  for  the  deftruftion  of  the  rebels 
whom  he  had  condemned.  The  injuffcice  of  Mecca, 
and  the  choice  of  Medina,  transformed  the  citizen 
into  a prince,  the  humble  preacher  into  the  leader 
of  armies  but  his  fword  was  confecrated  by  the 
example  of  the  faints ; 'and  the  fame  God  who 
afflifts  a finful  world  with  peftilencc  and  earth- 
quakes, might  inlpire  for  their  converfion  or 
chaftifement  the  valour  of  his  fervants.  In  the  ex- 
ercife  of  political  government,  he  was  compelled 
to  abate  of  the  Item  rigour  of  fanaticifm,  to  com- 
ply in  fome  meafure  with  the  prejudices  and  paf- 
fions  of  his  followers,  and  to  employ  even  the 
vices  of  mankind  as  the  inftruments  of  their  fal- 
vation.  The  ufe  of  fraud  and  perfidy,  of  cruelty 
and  injuftice,  were  often  fubfervient  to  the  propa- 
gation of  the  faith  ; and  Mahomet  commanded  or 
approved  the  afiafrination  of  the  Jews  and  idola- ( 

are  exprefled  by  Cicero  (de  Divinat.  i.  54.)  and  in  the  xiv^  and 
xv*  DifTerlation*  of  MiKimus  of  Tyre  (j>.  1.55— 171.  edit. 

JDavis).  — , ' 
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ters  who  had  efcaped  from  the  field  of  battle.  By  c nLA  p' 
the  repetition  of  fiich  aCts,  the  character  of  Maho-  ■_  -t-  j 
met  muft  have  been  gradually  ftained;  and  the  in- 
fluence of  fuch  pernicious  habits  would  be  poorly 
compenfated  by  the  practice  of  the  perional  and 
locial  virtues  which  are  neceflary  to  maintain  the 
reputation  of  a prophet  among  his  feCtaries  and 
friends.  Of  his  laft  years,  ambition  was  the  ruling 
paflion ; and  a politician  will  fufpeCt,  that  he  fe- 
cretly  fmiled  (the  victorious  impoftor  !)  at  the  en- 
thufiafm  of  his  youth  and  the  credulity  of  his  pro- 
felytes  ,5‘.  A philofopher  will  obferve,  that  their 
credulity  and  his  fuccefs,  would  tend  more  Itrong- 
ly  to  fortify  the  aflurance  of  his  divine  mifiion,  that 
his  intereft  and  religion  were  infeparably  connect- 
ed, and  that  his  confcience  would  be  foothcd  by 
the  perfuafion,  that  he  alone  was  abfolved  by  the 
Deity  from  the  obligation  of  pofitive  and  moral 
laws.  If  he  retained  any  veftige  of  his  native  in- 
nocence, the  fins  of  Mahomet  may  be  allowed  as 
an  evidence  of  his  fincerity.  In  the  fupport  of 
truth,  the  arts  of  fraud  and  fiction  may  be  deem- 
ed lefs  criminal ; and  he  would  have  ftarted  at  the 
foulncfs  of  the  means,  had  he  not  been  fatisfied 
of  the  importance  and  juftice  of  the  end.  Even 
in  a conqueror  or  a prieft,  I can  furprife  a word 
or  aCtion  of  unaffeCted  humanity ; and  the  decree 
of  Mahomet,  that,  in  the  fale  of  captives,  the 
mothers  Ihould  never  be  feparated  from  their 

* ’S6  In  fome  paflage  of  his  voluminous  writings,  Voltaire  com- 

pares the  prophet,  in  his  old  age,  to  a fakir:  “ qui  detache  Is 
“ chaine  de  fon  cou  peur  en  donnet  lur  les  oreillts  a fes  con- 
V freres.” 

Y 2 children. 
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Private  life 
pf  Maho- 

jnet. 


chap,  children,  may  fufpend  or  moderate  the  cenfure  of 
L’  the  hiftorian  *57. 

The  good  fenfe  of  Mahomet  ,5*  defpifed  the 
pomp  of  royalty : the  apoftleofGodfubmitted  to  the 
menial  offices  of  the  family:  he  kindled  the  fire, 
fwept  the  floor,  milked  the  ewes,  and  mended  with 
his  own  hands  his  ffioes  and  his  woollen  garment. 
Difdaining  the  penance  and  merit  of  an  hermit,  he 
obferved  without  effort  or  vanity,  the  abftemious 
diet  of  an  Arab  and  a foldier.  On  folemn  occa- 
fions  he  feafted  his  companions  with  ruftic  and 
hofpitable  plenty;  but  in  his  domeftic  life,  many 
weeks  would  elapfe  without  a fire  being  kindled 
on  the  hearth  of  the  prophet.  The  interdittion  of 
wine  was  confirmed  by  his  example ; his  hunger 
was  appeafed  with  a fparing  allowance  of  barley- 
bread;  he  delighted  in  the  tafte  of  milk  and 
honey  : but  his  ordinary  food  confifted  of  dates  and 
water.  Perfumes  and  women  were  the  two  fenfual 
enjoyments  which  his  nature  required  and  his  re- 
ligion did  not  forbid : and  Mahomet  affirmed,  that 


*S7  Gagnier  relates,  with  the  fame  impartial  pen,  this  humane 
kw  of  the  prophet,  and  the  murders  of  Caab,  and  Sophian,  which 
he  prompted  and  approved  {Vie  de  Mahomet,  tom.  ii.  p.  C 9.  97. 
so?.). 

*s®  For  the  domeftic  life  of  Mahomet,  confnlt  Gagnier,  and  the 
correfponding  chapters,  of  Abulfeda  ; for  his  diet  (tom.  iii.  p.  *85— 
288.) ; his  children  (p.  189.  189.)  ; his  wives  (p.  290 — 30  j.) ; his 
marriage  with  Zeineb  (tom.  ii.  p.152  — 160.);  his  amourwith 
Mary  (p.  303  — 309.);  the  falfe  accufationof  Ayeflta  (p.  r86  — 199,). 
The  moft  original  evidence  of  the  three  laft  tranfa&ions,  is  con- 
tained in  the  xxivth,  xxxiii't,  and  lxvith.  chapters  of  the  Koran,  with . 
Sale’s  Commentary.  Prideaux  (Life  of  Mahomet,  p.  80—90.)  and 
"Maracci  (Prodrom.  Alcoran,  part.  iv.  p.  49—59.)  have  maliciously 
exaggerated  the  frailties  of  Mahomet. 
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the  fervour  of  his  devotion  was  incrcafed  by  thefe  c H^A  p« 
innocent  pleafures.  The  heat  of  the  climate  in-  _t_  « 
flames  the  blood  of  the  Arabs;  and  their  libidinous 
complexion  has  been  noticed  by  the  writers  of  an- 
tiquity ,59.  Their  incontinence  was  regulated  by 
the  civil  and  religious  lkws  of  the  Koran : their 
inceftuous  alliances  were  blamed,  the  boundlefs 
licenfe  of  polygamy  was  reduced  to  four  legitimate 
wives  or  concubines;  their  rights  both  of  bed  and  of  , 

dowry  were  equitably  determined ; the  freedom  of 
divorce  was  difeouraged,  adultery  was  cond-emned 
as  a capital  offence,  and  fornication,  in  either  fex, 
was  punilhed  with  an  hundred  ftripes  ,6°.  Such 
were  the  calm  and  rational  precepts  of  the  legiffa- 
tor:  but  in  his  private  condudt,  Mahomet  in- 
dulged the  appetites  of  a-  man,  and  abufed  tho 
claims  of  a prophet.  A fpecial  revelation  difpenfed 
him  from  the  laws  which  he  had  impofed  on  his 
nation ; the  female  fex,  without  referve,  was  aban- 
doned to  his  defires ; and  this  fingular  prerogative 
excited  the  envy,  rather  than  the  fcandal,  the  ve- 
neration, rather  than  the  envy,  of  the  devout  Mu- 
fulmans.  If  we  remember  the  feven  hundred  His  wives, 
wives  and  three  hundred  concubines  of  the  wife 
Solomon,  we  fhall  applaud  the  modefty  of  the  Ara- 
bian, who  efpoufed  no  more  than  feventeen  or 
fifteen  wives ; eleven  are  enumerated  who  occupied 
at  Medina  their  feparate  apartments  round  the 

*S9  Incredible  eft  quo  nrdore  apud  eos  in  Venerem  uterque  folri* 
tur  focus  (Anunian.  Marcellin.  1.  xiv.  c.  4.). 

«6o  Sale  (Preliminary  Difcourfe,  p.  133— 137.)  has  recapitulate^ 
the  laws  of  marriage,  divorce,  &c. ; and  the  curious  reader  of  Sel- 
den’s  Uxor  Hebraica  will  recognize  many  Jewilh  ordinances. 

Y 3 houfc. 
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houfe  of  the  apoftle,  and  enjoyed  in  their  turns  the 
favour  of  his  conjugal  fociety.  What  is  Angular 
enough,  they  were  all  widows,  excepting  only 
Ayefha,  the  daughter  of  Abubeker.  She  was 
doubtlefs  a virgin,  fince  Mahomet  confummated 
his  nuptials  (fuch  is  the  premature  ripenefs  of  the 
climate)  when  (lie  was  only  nine  years  of  age.  The 
youth,  the  beauty,  the  fpirit  of  Ayelha,  gave  her 
a fuperior  afcendant : llie  was  beloved  and  trufied 
by  the  prophet  j and,  after  his  death,  the  daughter 
of  Abubeker  was  long  revered  as  the  mother  of 
the  faithful.  Her  behaviour  had  been  ambiguous 
and  indifcreet : in  a nocturnal  march,  Ihe  was  ac- 
cidentally left  behind  ; and  in  the  morning  Ayelha 
returned  to  the  camp  with  a man.  The  temper  of 
Mahomet  was  inclined  to  jealoufy ; but  a divine 
revelation  allured  him  of  her  innocence : he  chaftif- 
ed  her  accufers,  and  publilhed  a law  of  domeltic 
peace,  that  no  woman  Ihould  be  condemned  unlefs 
four  male  witneffes  had  feen  her  in  the  a<5t  of  aduL 
tery“\  In  his  adventures  with  Zeineb,  the  wife 
of  Zeid,  and  with  Mary,  an  Egyptian  captive,  the 
amorous  prophet  forgot  the  intereft  of  his  reputa- 
tion. At  the  houfe  of  Zeid,  his  freedman  and 
adopted  fon,  he  beheld,  in  a loofe  undrefs,  the 
beauty  of  Zeineb,  and  burft  forth  into  an  ejacu- 
lation of  devotion  and  defire.  The  fervile,  or 
grateful,  freedman  under  flood  the  hint,  and  yielded 
without  hefitation  to  the  love  of  his  benefadlor. 

1 

*6'  In  a memorable  cafe,  the  caliph  Omar  decided  that  all  pre- 
emptive evidence  was  of  no  avail  -t  and  that  all  the  four  witneffes 
mijlt  have  aflually  feen  llyluin  in  pyxide  (Abulfedae  Annales  Mofle- 
nii;i,  p.  7 1 . verf.  RcifkiJ. 

But 

* 
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But  as  the  filial  relation  had  excited  fome  doubt  c HLA  p- 
and  fcandal,  the  angel  Gabriel  defcended  from 
heaven  to  ratify  the  deed,  to  annul  the  adoption, 
and  gently  to  reprove  the  apollle  for  diftrufting 
the  indulgence  of  his  God.  One  of  his  wives, 

Hafna,  the  daughter  of  Omar,  lurprifed  him  on 
her  own  bed,  in  the  embraces  of  his  Egyptian  cap- 
tive : fhe  promifed  fecrecy  and  forgivenefs : he 
fwore  that  he  would  renounce  the  pofleflion  of 
Mary.  Both  parties  forgot  their  engagements ; 
and  Gabriel  again  defcended  with  a chapter  of  the 
Koran,  to  abfolve  him  from  his  oath,  and  to  ex- 
hort him  freely  to  enjoy  his  captives  and  concu- 
bines, without  liftening  to  the  clamours  of  his 
wives.  In  a folitary  retreat  of  thirty  days,  he  la- 
boured, alone  with  Mary,  to  fulfil  the  commands 
of  the  angel.  When  his  love  and  revenge  were 
fatiated,  he  fummoned  to  his  prefence  his  eleven 
wives,  reproached  their  difobedience  and  indifcre- 
tion,  and  threatened  them  with  a fentence  of  di- 
vorce, both  in  this  world  and  in  the  next : a dread- 
ful fentence,  fince  thofe  who  had  afcended  the  bed 
of  the  prophet  were  for  ever  excluded  from  the 
hope  of  a fecond  marriage.  Perhaps  the  incon- 
tinence of  Mahomet  may  be  palliated  by  the  tradi- 
tion of  his  natural  or  preternatural  gift16*:  he 

,f‘l  Sibi  robur  ad  generationem,  quantum  triginta  viri  habent, 
incfTe  jattaret : ita  ut  unica  hora  poflct  undecim  fceminis  fuiit/actrt, 
ut  ex  Arabum  libris  rcfert  S"'*  Petrus  Pafchafius,  c.  2.  (Maracci, 
t*rodromus  Alcoran,  p.  iv.  p.  55.  See  likewife  Obfeivations  de 
Belon,  1.  iii.  c.  ro.  fol.  179.  refto).'  A1  Jannabi  (Gagnier,  tom. 
iii.  p.  187  .)  records  his  own  teftimony,  that  he  furpafled  all  men  in 
conjugal  vigour  s and  Abulfeda  mentions  the  exclamation  of  Ali, 
who  wafhed  his  body  after  his  death,  “ O propheta,  certe  poenis  tuus 
“ coeluin  verfus  ere$ us  eft”  (in  Vit.  Mohammed,  p.  140.). 

Y 4 *inited 
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C HlA  P*  un,tec^  t^ie  manly  virtue  of  thirty  of  the  children  of 
s - - . Adam ; and  the  apoftle  might  rival  the  thirteenth 
labour  “3  of  the  Grecian  Hercules  ,<s\  A more  fe- 
rious  and  decent  excufe  may  be  drawn  from  his 
fidelity  to  Cadijah.  During  the  twenty-four  years 
of  their  marriage,  her  youthful  hulband  abftained 
from  the  right  of  polygamy,  and  the  pride  or 
tendernefs  of  the  venerable  matron  was  never  in- 
fulted  by  the  fociety  of  a rival.  After  her  death, 
he  placed  her  in  the  rank  of  the  four  perfect  wo- 
men, with  the  filler  of  Mofes,  the  mother,  of  Je- 
fus,  and  Fatima,  the  bell  beloved  of  his  daughters. 
“ Was  Ihe  not  old?”  faid  Ayelha,  with  the  info- 
lence  of  a blooming  beauty  ■,  “ has  not  God  given 
“ yoiva  better  in  her  place  ?”  “ No,  by  God,” 

faid  Mahomet,  with  an  effufion  of  honeft  grati- 
tude, “ there  never  can  be  a better  1 She  believed 
**  in  me,  when  men  defpifed  me  ? Ihe  relieved  my 
(c  wants,  when  I was  poor  and  perfecuted  by  the 
“ world ,6J.” 

d"e1)Ci  ;i*  t^e  ^ar§e^  indulgence  of  polygamy,  the 

founder  of  a religion  and  empire  might  afpire  to 
multiply  the  chances  of  a numerous  pofterity  and  a 
lineal  fuccelfion.  The  hopes  of  Mahomet  were  fa- 
tally difappointed.  The  virgin  Ayelha,  and  his  ten 

I borrow  the  ftyle  of  a father  of  the  church,  iiaSVvv'  'HfcteAnf 
TP'o'x*1  Ssxaroii  a SVj,  (Greg,  Nazianzen,  Orat.  iii,  p.  io8.). 

l6+  The  common  and  mod  glorious  legend  includes,  in  a fingle 
night,  the  fifty  vi<5tofie$of  Hercules  over  the  viVgin  daughters  of 
Thcltius  (Diodor.  Sicul.  tom.  i.  1.  iv.  p.  174.  Paul'anias,  1.  ix.  p. 
763.  Statius  Sylv.  f.‘  i.  eleg.  iii.  v,  41.).  But  Athenaus  allow*  * 
feven  nights  (Deipnofophift.  1.  xiji.  p.  556,),  and  Apollodorus 
fifty.for  this  arduous  atchierement  of  Hercules,  who  was  then  no  more 
than  eighteen  years  of  age  (Eibliot.  I.  ii.  c.  4.  p.  m.  cum  noti« 
Heyne,  part  i,  p,  33a.). 

,6?  Abulfcd?  in  Vic.  Mohaip,  p,  ta,  13.  16,,  17.  cum  nous 
Gagnier,* 

* widow* 
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widows  of  mature  age  and  approved  fertility,  were  c HLA  p* 
barren  in  his  potent  embraces.  The  four  fons  of  y_ ^ 
Cadijah  died  in  their  infancy.  Mary,  his  Egyp- 
tian concubine,  was  endeared  to  him  by  the  birth 
of  Ibrahim.  At  the  end  of fifteen  months  the  pro- 
phet wept  over  his  grave ; but  he  fuftained  with 
firmnefs  the  raillery  of  his  enemies,  and  checked 
the  adulation  or  credulity  of  the  Modems,  by  the 
aflbrance  than  an  eclipfe  of  the  fun  was  not  occa- 
fioned  by  the  death  of  the  infant.  Cadijah  had 
likewife  given  him  four  daughters,  who  were  mar- 
ried to  the  moft  faithful  of  his  difciples:  the  three 
eldeft  died  before  their  father ; but  Fatima,  who 
poffeffed  his  confidence  and  love,  became  the  wife 
of  her  coufin  Ali,  and  the  mother  of  an  illuftrious 
progeny.  The  merit  and  misfortunes  of  Alt  and 
his  defcendants  will  lead  me  to  anticipate,  in  this 
place,  the  feries  of  the  Saracen  caliphs,  a title 
which  defcribes  the  commanders  of  the  faithful  as 
the  vicars  and  fuccefifors  of  the  apoftle  of  God 166 . 

The  birth,  the  alliance,  the  character  of  Ali,  Charafler 
which  exalted  him  above  the  reft  of  his  country-  of  Ail' 
men,  might  juftify  his  claim  to  the  vacant  throne 
of  Arabia.  The  fonof  Abu  Taleb  was,  in  his  own 
right,  the  chief  of  the  family  of  Haftiem,  and  the 


166  This  outline  of  the  Arabian  hillory  is  drawn  from  the  Biblio- 
theque  Orientale  of  d’Herbelot,  under  the  names  of  AbauUcre,  Omar, 
Oilman,  Ali,  &c.)  ; from  the  Annals  of  Abulfeda,  Abulphat  agios,- 
and  Elmacin  (under  the  proper  years  of  the  Heg!  a),  and  efpecially 
from  Ocfcley’s  Iliftory  of  the  Saracens  (vol.  i.  p.  i — to.  115  — 111. 
119.  249.  363— 37a.  378 — 391.  and  almoft  the  whole  of  the  l'econd 
volume).  Yet  we  fhould  weigh  with  caution  the  traditions  of  the 
hoftilefefts;  a ftream  which  becomes  ft i It  more  muddy  as  it  flows 
farther  from  the  fourcc.  Sir  John  Chardin  has  too  faithfully  copied 
the  fables  and  errors  of  the  modern  Perfouis  (Voyages,  tom.  ii.  p. 
*35-150,  & c.), 

here* 
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c ha  P.-  hereditary  prince  or  guardian  of  the  city  and 

. . temple  of  Mecca.  The  light  of  prophecy  was 

extintft  ; but  the  hufband  of  Fatima  might  expeft 
the  inheritance  and  bleffing  of  her  father : the  Arabs 
had  fometimes  been  patient  of  a female  reign ; 
and  the  two  grandfons  of  the  prophet  had  often 
been  fondled  in  his  lap,  and  fhewn  in  his  pulpit, 
as  the  hope  of  his  age,  and  the  chief  of  the  youth 
of  paradife.  The  firft  of  the  true  believers  might 
afpire  to  march  before  them  in  this  world  and  in 
the  next ; and  if  fome  were  of  a graver  and  more 
rigid  call,  the  zeal  and  virtue  of  Ali  were  never 
outftripped  by  any  recent  profelyte.  He  united 
the  qualifications  of  a poet,  a foldier,  and  a faint : 
his  wifdom  ftill  breathes  in  a collection  of  moral 
and  religious  fayings  167  5 and  every  antagonift,  in 
the  combats  of  the  tongue  or  of  the  fword,  was 
fubdued  by  his  eloquence  and  valour.  From  the 
firft  hour  of  his  million,  to  the  laft  rites  of  his  fu- 
neral, the  apoftle  was  never  forfaken  by  a generous 
friend,  whom  he  delighted  to  name  his  brother, 
fys  vicegerent,  and  the  faithful  Aaron  of  a fecond 
Mofes.  The  fon  of  Abu  Taleb  was  afterwards 
reproached  for  negle&ing  to  fecure  his  intereft  by 
a folemn  declaration  of  his  right,  which  would 
have  filenced  all  competition,  and  fealed  his  fuc- 
celfion  by  the  decrees  of  heaven.  But  the  un- 
fufpeCting  hero  confided  in  himfelf:  the  jealoufy 
of  empire,  and  perhaps  the  fear  of  oppofition,  might 

Ockley  (at  the  end  of  his  fecond  volume)  has  given  an  Eng- 
lifh  vcrlion  of  169  fentences,  which  he  afcrjbes,  with  fome  hefitation, 
to  Ali,  t(ie  fon  of  Abu  Taleb.  His  preface  is  coloured  by  the  en- 
thuliafm  of  a tranflator  : yet  thcfe  fentences  delineate  a chara&eriftic., 
though  dark,  pifture  ol  human  life. 

fufpend 
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fufpend  the  refolutions  of  Mahomet ; and  the  bed  c HLA 
of  ficknefs  was  befieged  by  the  artful  Ayelha,  the  > -t-  _t 
daughter  of  Abubeker,  and  the  enemy  of  Ali. 

The  filence  and  death  of  the  prophet  reftored  ^ubeker- 
the  liberty  of  the  people  ; and  his  companions  con-  A.D.6jaJ 
vened  an  afiembly  to  deliberate  on  the  choice  of  ^une  7* 
his  fucceffor.  The  hereditary  claim  and  lofty 
fpirit  of  Ali,  were  offenfive  to  an  ariftocracy  of 
elders,  defirous  of  bellowing  and  refuming  the 
fceptre  by  a free  and  frequent  election : the  Ko- 
reilh  could  never  be  reconciled  to  the  proud  pre- 
eminence of  the  line  of  Halhem  ; the  ancient  dif- 
cord  of  the  tribes  was  rekindled ; the  fugitives  of 
Mecca  and  the  auxiliaries  of  Medina  aflerted  their 
refpedlive  merits,  and  the  rafh  propofal  of  chufing 
two  independent  caliphs  would  have  crulhed  in 
their  infancy  the  religion  and  empire  of  the  Sara- 
cens. The  tumult  was  appeafed  by  the  difinterefl-, 
ed  refolution  of  Omar,  who,  fuddenly  renouncing 
his  own  pretenfions,  ftretched  forth  his  hand,  and 
declared  himfelf  the  firft  fubjedt  of  the  mild  and  ve- 
nerable Abubeker.  The  urgency  of  the  moment, 
and  the  acquiefcence  of  the  people,  might  excufe 
this  illegal  and  precipitate  meafure ; but  Omar 
himfelf  confeffed  from  the  pulpit,  that  if  any 
Mufulman  fhould  hereafter  prefume  to  anticipate 
the  fuffrage  of  his  brethren,  both  the  eledlor  and 
the  eledted  would  be  worthy  of  death ,6>.  After 


,6S  Ockley  (Hift.  ofthe  Saracens,  vol.  i.  p.  j,  6.)  from  an  Ara- 
bian MS.  reprefents  Ayelha  as  adverfe  to  the  fnbltitution  of  her 
father  in  the  place  of  the  apoftle.  This  faff,  fo  improbable  in  itfelf, 
is  unnoticed  by  Abulfeda,  A1  Jannabi,  and  A1  Bocbari,  the  laft  of 
whom  quotes  the  tradition  of  Ayelha  herfelf  (Vit.  Mohammed,  p, 
ijO.  Vie  de Mahomet,  tom,  iiir  p.  136.). 

the 
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ghap*  the  Ample  inauguration  of  Abubeker,  he  was 
u ' j obeyed  in  Medina,  Mecca,  and  the  provinces  of 
Arabia ; the  Hafhemites  alone  declined  the  oath 
of  fidelity ; and  their  chief,  in  his  own  houfe, 
maintained,  above  fix  months,  a fullen  and  inde- 
pendent referve  ; without  listening  to  the  threats  of 
Omar,  who  attempted  to  confume  with  fire  the 
habitation  of  the  daughter  of  the  apoftle.  The 
death  of  Fatima,  and  the  decline  of  his  party, 
fubdued  the  indignant  fpirit  of  Ali : he  condefcend- 
ed  to  falute  the  commander  of  the  faithful,  ac- 
cepted his  excufe  of  the  neceflity  of  preventing 
their  common  enemies,  and  wifely  rejedled  his 
courteous  offer  of  abdicating  the  government  of 
the  Arabians.  After  a reign  of  two  years,  the 
aged  caliph  was  fummoned  by  the  angel  of  death. 
In  his  teftament,  with  the  tacit  approbation  of  the 
companions,  he  bequeathed  the  feeptre  to  the 
firm  and  intrepid  virtue  of  Omar.  “ I have  no 
**  occafion,”  faid  the  modeft  candidate,  “ for  the' 
<(  place,”  <c  But  the  place  has  occafion  for 
<c  you,”  replied  Abubeker;  who  expired  with  a: 
«f  Omar;  fervent  prayer,  that  the  God  of  Mahomet  would 
July^4’  ra£ify  his  choice,  and  direct  the  Mufulmans  in  the 
way  of  concord  and  obedience.  The  prayer  was 
not  ineffe&ual,  fince  Ali  hirnfel^  in  a life  of  pri- 
vacy and  prayer,  profefled  to  revere  the  fuperior 
worth  and  dignity  of  his  rival ; who  comforted  him 
for  the  lofs  of  empire,  by  the  moft  flattering  marks 
of  confidence  and  efteem.  In  the  twelfth  year  of 
h.is  reign,  Omar  received  a mortal  wound  from  the 
hand  of  an  afiaffm  : he  rejefled  with  equal  impa- 
tiality  the  names  of  his  fan  and  of  Ali,  refufed  to 
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load  his  confcience  with  the  fins  of  his  fucceflor,  c HLAP*- 

and  devolved  on  fix  of  the  mod  refpe&able  com-  > j 

panions,  the  arduous  talk  of  deeding  a commander 
of  the  faithful.  On  this  occafion,  Ali  was  again 
blamed  by  his  friends 169  for  fubmitting  his  right 
to  the  judgment  of  men,  for  recognizing  their  ju- 
rifdi&ion  by  accepting  a place  among  the  fix  elec- 
tors. He  might  have  obtained  their  fuffrage,  had 
he  deigned  to  promife  a dried  and  fervile  conformi- 
ty, not  only  to  the  Koran  and  tradition,  but  like- 
wife  to  the  determinations  of  two  Jeniors  ,7°.  With  ofOthman} 
thefe  limitations,  Othman,  the  fecretary  ofMa-  not.'g4* 
hornet,  accepted  the  government ; nor  was  it  till 
after  the  third  caliph,  twenty-four  years  after  the 
death  of  the  prophet,  that  Ali  was  inveded,  by  the 
popular  choice,  with  the  regal  and  facerdotal  office. 

The  manners  of  the  Arabians  retained  their  pri- 
mitive fimplicity,  and  the  fon  of  Abu  Taleb  de- 
fpifed  the  pomp  and  vanity  of  this  world.  At  the 
hour  of  prayer,  he  repaired  to  the  mofeh  of  Me- 
dina, clothed  in  a thin  cotton  gown,  a coarfe  tur- 
ban on  his  head,  his  flippers  in  one  hand,  and  his  bow 
in  the  other,  indead  of  a walking  daff.  The  com- 
panions of  the  prophet  and  the  chiefs  of  the  tribes 

,69  Particularly  by  his  friend  and  couGn  Abdallah,  the.  fon  of 
Abbas,  who  died  A.  D.  687,  with  the  title  of  grand  doftor  of  the 
Modems.  In  Abulfeda  he  recapitulated  the  important  occafions  in 
which  Ali  had  negle&ed  his  falutary  advice  (p.  76.  verf.  Reiikc);  and 
concludes  (p.  85.),  O princeps  fidelium,  abfquc  controvcrlia  tn 
quidem  vere  fortis  es,  at  inops  boni  confilii,  et  rerum  geitndarum 
parum  callens. 

•7°  I fufpect  that  the  two  feniors  (Abulpbaragius,  p.  1 1 j Ockley, 
tom.  i.  p.  371.)!  may  fignify  not  two  actual  lounfcllors,  but  his  two 
predeceifoi  s,  Abubeker  and  Omar. 
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C i^a  P.  fa]uted  theft  new  fovereign,  and  gave  him  the?r 
i right  hands  as  a fign  of  fealty  and  allegiance. 


Difcord  of 
the  Turks 
mul  Per- 
il an  s. 


The  mifchiefs  that  flow  from  the  concerts  of 
ambition  are  ufually  confined  to  the  times  and 
countries  in  which  they  have  been  agitated.  But 


the  religious  difcord  of  the  friends  and  enemies  of 
Ali  has  been  renewed  in  every  age  of  the  Hegira, 


and  is  Bill  maintained  in  the  immortal  hatred  of 


the  Perfians  and  Turks  *7‘.  The  former,  who  are 
' branded  with  the  appellation  of  Shiites  or  fe&a- 
ries,  have  enriched  the  Mahometan  creed  with  a 
new  article  of  faith ; and  if  Mahomet  be  the  apoftle, 
his  companion  Ali  is  the  vicar,  of  God.  In  their 
private  converfe,  in  their  public  worfhip,  they 
bitterly  execrate  the  three  ufurpers  who  intercept- 
ed his  indefeafible  right  to  the  dignity  of  Imam  and 
Caliph  ; and  the  name  of  Omar  exprefifes  in  their 
tongue  the  perfect  accomplifhment  of  wickednefs 
and  impiety  ,7\  The  Sonnites,  who  are  fupported 
by  the  general  confent  and  orthodox  tradition  of 
the  Mufulmans,  entertain  a more  impartial,  or  at 
leaft  a more  decent  opinion.  They  refpe&  the 
memory  of  Abubeker,  Omar,  Othman,  and  Ali, 


*7*  The  fchifm  of  the  Perfians  is  explained  by  all  our  travellers 
of  the  laft  century,  efpecially  in  the  iiJ  and  iy,h  volume  of  their 
matter,  Chardin.  Niebuhr,  though  of  inferior  merit,  has  the  ad- 
vantage of  writing  fo  late  as  the  year  1764  (Voyages  en  Arabic,  &c. 
tom.  ii.  p.  108 — *3}-),  fince  the  ineffeAual  attempt  of  Nadir  Shah 
to  change  the  religion  of  the  nation  (fee  his  Perfian  Hiftory  tranflated 
into  French  by  Sir  William  Jones,  tom.  ii.  p.  5,  6.47,  48.  144— 

*7*  Omar  is  the  name  of  the  devil  j his  murderer  is  a faint.  When 
the  Perfians  ftioot  with  the  bow,  they  frequently  cry,  “ May  this  ar- 
“ row  goto  the  heart  of  Omar  !"  (Voyages  de  Chardin,  tom.  ii.  p, 
439,  *59»  &e.) 
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the  holy  and  legitimate  fucceffors  of  the  prophet. 
But  they  afiign  the  laft  and  mod  humble  place  to 
the  hulband  ofFatima,  in  the  perfuafion  that  the 
order  of  fucceflion  was  determined  by  the  degrees 
of  fanflity  *7*.  An  hiftorian  who  balances  the  four 
caliphs  with  a hand  unlhaken  by  fuperftition,  will 
calmly  pronounce,  that  their  manners  were  alike 
pure  and  exemplary ; that  their  zeal  was  fervent, 
and  probably  fincere ; and  that,  in  the  midft  of 
riches  and  power,  their  lives  were  devoted  to  the 
practice  of  moral  and  religious  duties.  But  the 
public  virtues  of  Abubeker  and  Omar,  the  pru- 
dence of  the  firfl,  the  feverity  of  the  fecond,  main- 
tained the  peace  and  profperity  of  their  reigns.  The 
feeble  temper  and  declining  age  of  Othman  were 
incapable  of  fuftaining  the  weight  of  conqueft  and 
empire.  Fie  chofe,  and  he  \Vas  deceived ; he  truft- 
ed,  and  he  was  betrayed : the  mod  deferving  of 
the  faithful  became  ufelefs  or  hoftile  to  his  govern- 
ment, and  his  lavifn  bounty  was  productive  only 
of  ingratitude  and  difcontent.  The  ipirit  of  dif- 
cord  went  forth  in  the  provinces,  their  deputies 
afiembled  at  Medina,  and  the  Charegites,  the  defpe- 
rate  fanatics  who  difclaimed  the  yoke  of  fubordi- 
,nation  and  reafon,  were  confounded  among  the 
free-born  Arabs,  who  demanded  the  redrefs  of 
their  wrongs  and  the  punilhment  of  their  oppref- 

*7J  This  gradation  of  merit  is  diftin&ly  marked  in  a creed  illuf- 
trated  by  Reland  (de  Relig.  Mohamm.  I.  i.  p.  37.)  5 and  a Sonnite 
argument  inferted  by  Ockley  (Hift.  ofthe  Saracens,  tom.  ii.  p.  230.). 
The  praflice  of  curling  the  memory  of  Ali  was  abolilhed,  after  forty 
years,  by  the  Ominiades  themfclves  (d’Herbelot,  p.  690.)  ; and  there 
are  few  among  the  Turks  who  prefume  to  revile  him  as  an  infidel 
(Voyages  de  Chardin,  tom.  iv.  p.  46.), 
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c hla  p-  Tors.  From  Cufa,  from  BalTora,  from  Egypf* 
v-l  from  the  tribes  of  the  delert,  they  rofe  in  arms* 
encamped  about  a league  from  Medina,  and  dif- 
patched  an  haughty  mandate  to  their  fovereign,  re- 
quiring him  to  execute  juftice,  or  to  defcend  from 
the  throne. , His  repentance  began  to  difarm  and 
difperfe  the  infurgents ; but  their  fury  was  re- 
kindled by  the  arts  of  his  enemies : and  the  forgery 
of  a perfidious  fecretary  was  contrived  to  blaft  his 
reputation  and  precipitate  his  fall.  The  caliph  had 
loft  the  only  guard  of  his  predecelTors,  the  efteem 
- and  confidence  of  the  Modems  ; during  a fiege  of 
fix  weeks  his  water  and  provifions  were  intercept- 
ed, and  the  feeble  gates  of  the  palace  were  pro- 
tefted  only  by  the  fcruples  of  the  more  timorous 
rebels.  Forfaken  by  thofe  who  had  abufed  his 
fimplicity,  the  helplefs  and  venerable  caliph  ex- 
pected the  approach  of  death : the  brother  of 
Ayefha  marched  at  the  head  of  the  aflaffins ; and 
o'hmiif  Othman,  with  the  Koran  in  his  lap,  was  pierced  with 
a.d.655,  a multitude  of  wounds.  A tumultuous  anarchy  of 
June £ve  Jays  Was  appealed  by  the  inauguration  of 
Ali;  his  refufal  would  have  provoked  a general 
maflacre.  In  this  painful  fituation  he  fupported  the 
becoming  pride  of  (he  chief  of  the  Hafhemites  j 
declared  that  he  had  rather  ferve  than  reign ; re- 
buked the  prefumption  of  the  ftrangers  ; and  re- 
quired the  formal,  if  not  the  voluntary,  afient  of 
^he  chiefs  of  the  nation.  He  has  never  been  ac- 
.cufed  of  prompting  the  aflfaftin  of  Omar;  though 
Perfia  indifcreetly  celebrates  the  fcftival  of  that 
Jioly  martyr.  The  quarrel  between  Othman  and 
- ' his 
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his  fubjeCts  was  affuaged  by  the  early  mediation  of  c HLA  p< 
Ali;  and  Haflan,  the  eldeft  of  his  fons,  was  infulted  v— y — • 
and  wounded  in  the  defence  of  the  caliph.  Yet  it  is 
doubtful  whether  the  father  of  Haflan  was  ftrenu- 
ous  and  fincere  in  his  oppofition  to  the  rebels ; and 
it  is  certain  that  he  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  their  crime. 

The  temptation  was  indeed  of  fuch  magnitude  as 
might  flagger  and  corrupt  the  moft  obdurate  vir- 
tue. The  ambitious  candidate  no  longer  afpired 
to  the  barren  fceptre  of  Arabia  : the  Saracens  had 
been  victorious  in  the  E aft  and  Weft;  and  the 
wealthy  kingdoms  of  Perfia,  Syria,  and  Egypt, 
were  the  patrimony  of  the  commander  of  the 
faithful. 

A life  of  prayer  and  contemplation  had  not  chill-  Reign  of 
ed  the  martial  activity  of  Ali;  but  in  a mature  age, 
after  a long  experience  of  mankind,  he  ftill  betrayed 
in  his  conduCt  the  rafhnefs  and  indifcretion  of  youth. 

In  the  firft  days  of  his  reign,  he  negleCted  to  fecure, 

^either  by  gifts  or  fetters,  the  doubtful  allegiance 
of  Telha  and  Zobeir,  two  of  the  moft  powerful  of 
the  Arabian  chiefs.  They  efcaped  from  Medina 
to  Mecca,  and  from  thence  to  Baflora  ; ereCted 
the  ftandard  of  revolt ; and  ufurped  the  govern- 
ment of  Irak,  or  Aflyria,  which  they  had  vainly 
iolicited  as  the  reward  of  their  fervices.  The  malk 
of  patriotifm  is  allowed  to  cover  the  moft  glaring 
inconfiftencies ; and  the  enemies,  perhaps  the 
afiaffins,  of  Othman  now  demanded  vengeance  for 
his  blood.  They  were  accompanied  in  their  flight 
by  Ayeflia,  the  widow  of  the  prophet,  who  cherilh- 
ed,  to  the  laft  hour  of  her  life,  an  implacable  hatred 
againft  the  hufband  and  the  pofterity  of  Fatima. 
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CHAP,  ^he  moft  reafonable  Modems  were  fcandalifed. 

Is  • ^ 

\ j that  the  mother  of  the  faithful  fhould  expofe  in  a 

camp  her  perfon  and  character  ; but  the  fuperfti- 
tious  crowd  was  confident  that  her  prefence  would 
fandtify  the  juftice,  and  allure  the  fuccefs,  of  their 
caufe.  At  the  head  of  twenty  thoufand  of  his  loyal 
Arabs,  and  nine  thoufand  valiant  auxiliaries  of 
Cufa,  the  caliph  encountered  and  defeated  the  fupe- 
rior  numbers  of  the  rebels  under  the  walls  of 
Bafiora.  Their  leaders,  Telha  and  Zobeir,  were 
flain  in  the  firft  battle  that  ftained  with  civil  blood 
the  arms  of  the  Modems.  After  palling  through 
the  ranks  to  animate  the  troops,  Ayelha  had 
chofen  her  poll  amidft  the  dangers  of  the  field.  In 
the  heat  of  the  adtion,  feventy  men,  who  held  the 
bridle  of  her  camel,  were  fuccedively  killed  or 
wounded ; and  the  cage  or  litter  in  which  die  fat, 
wasftuck  with  javelins  and  darts  like  the  quills  of a 
porcupine.  The  venerable  captive  fuftained  with 
firmnefs  the  reproaches  of  the  conqueror,  and  was 
fpeedily  difmifled  to  her  proper  ftation,  at  the 
tomb  of  Mahomet,  with  the  refpedt:  and  tendernefs 
that  was  ftill  due  to  the  widow  of  the  apoftle.  After 
this  vidtory,  which  was  ftyled  the  Day  of  the  Camel, 
Ali  marched  againft  a more  formidable  adverfary  j 
againft  Moawiyah,  the  fon  of  Abu  Sophian,  who 
had  afiumed  the  title  of  caliph,  and  whofe  claim 
was  fupported  by  the  forces  of  Syria  and  the  inte- 
reft  of  the  houfe  of  Ommiyah.  From  the  padage 
of  Thapfacus,  the  plain  of  Siffin  m extends  along 
the  weftern  bank  of  the  Euphrates.  On  this  fpa- 

l 

<7+  The  plain  of  Siffin  is  determined  hy  d’Anyille  (l’Enphrate  et  le 
Tigrc,  p.  iy.)  to  be  the  Campus  Barbaric  ns  of  Procopius. 
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fcious  and  level  theatre,  the  two  competitors  waged  c nLA 
a defultory  war  of  one  hundred  and  ten  days.  In  ■ — 1'_  y 
the  courfe  of  ninety  actions  or  Ikirmifhes,  the  lofs 
of  Ali  was  eftimated  at  twenty-five,  that  of  Moa- 
wiyah  at  forty-five,  thoufand  foldiers  ; and  the  lift 
bfthe  fiain  was  dignified  with  the  names  of  five  and 
twenty  veterans  who  had  fought  at  Beder  under  the 
ftandard  of  Mahomet.  In  this  fanguinary  conteft, 
the  lawful  caliph  difplayed  a fuperior  character  of 
valour  and  humanity.  His  troops  were  ftriCtly  en- 
joined to  await  the  firft  onfet  of  the  enemy,  to  fpare 
their  flying  brethren,  and  to  refpeCt  the  bodies  of 
the  dead,  and  the  chaftity  of  the  female  captives. 

He  generoufly  propofed  to  fave  the  blood  of  the 
Moflems  by  a Angle  combat;  but  his  trembling 
rival  declined  the  challenge  as  a fentence  of  inevi- 
table death.  The  ranks  of  the  Syrians  were  broken 
by  the  charge  of  a hero  who  was  mounted  on  a 
pyebald  horle,  and  wielded  with  irrefiftible  force 
his  ponderous  and  two-edged  fword.  As  often  as 
he  fmotea  rebel,  hefhouted  the  Allah  Acbar,  “ God 
“ is  vi&orious and  in  the  tumult  of  a noCturnal 
battle,  he  was  heard  to  repeat  four  hundred, times 
that  tremendous  exclamation.  The  prince  of  Da- 
mafcus  already  meditated  his  flight,  but  the  certain 
victory  was  fnatched  from  the  grafp  of  Ali  by  the 
difobedience  and  enthufiafm  of  his  troops.  Their 
confcience  was  awed  by  the  folemn  appeal  to  the 
books  of  the  Koran  which  Moawiyah  expofed  on 
the  foremoft  lances ; and  Ali  was  compelled  to  yield 
to  a difgraceful  truce  and  an  infidious  compromife.  1 , 

He  retreated  with  forrow  and  indignation  to  Cufa; 
his  party  was  difcouraged;  the  diftant  provinces 
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C HlAP'  °^Per^ia>  of  Yemen,  and  of  Egypt,  werefubduecf 
L _ . or  feduced  by  his  crafty  rival ; and  the  ftroke  of 
fanaticifm  which  was  aimed  againft  the  three  chiefs 
of  the  nation,  was  fatal  only  to  the  coufin  of  Ma- 
homet. In  the  temple  of  Mecca,  three  Charegites 
or  enthufiafts  difcourfed  of  the  diforders  of  the 
church  and  ftate  : they  foon  agreed,  that  the  deaths 
of  Ali,  of  Moawiyah,  and  of  his  friend  Amrou, 
the  viceroy  of  Egypt,  would  reftore  the  peace  and 
unity  of  religion.  Each  of  the  aflafiins  chofe 
his  viflim,  poifoned  his  dagger,  devoted  his  life, 
and  fecretly  repaired  to  the  fcene  of  aft  ion.  Their 
refolution  was  equally  defperate : but  the  firft  mif- 
took  the  perfon  of  Amrou,  and  ftabbed  the  deputy 
who  occupied  his  feat ; the  prince  of  Damafcus 
was  dangeroufly  hurt  by  the  fecond ; the  lawful 
caliph,  in  the  mofch  of  Cufa,  received  a mortal 
wound  from  the  hand  of  the  third.  He  expired  ia 
the  fixty-third  year  of  his  age,  and  mercifully  re- 
commended to  his  children,  that  they  would  dis- 
patch the  murderer  by  a finglc  ftroke.  The  fe- 
pulchre  of  Ali 175  was  concealed  from  the  tyrants 
of  the  houfe  of  Ommiyah 176 ; but  in  the  fourth  age 
of  the  Hegira,  a tomb,  a temple,  a city,  arofe 

*75  Abulfeda,  a moderate  Sonnite,  relates  the  different  opinions 
concerning  the  burial  of  Ali,  but  adopts  the  fepulchre  of  Cufa, 
hodie  fama  nutneioque  religiofe  frequentarvtium  celebratum.  This 
, number  is  reckoned  by  Niebuhr  to  amount  annually  to  zooo  of  the 
dead,  and  5000  of  the  living  (tom.  ii,  p.  20X,  109.). 

*76  All  the  tyrants  of  Perfia,  from  Adhad  el  Dowlat  (A.  D. 
977,  d'Herbelot,  p.  58,  59.  95.)  to  Nadir  Shah  (A.  D.  1743, 
Milt.de  Nadir  Shah,  tom.  ii.  p.  155.),  have  enriched  the  tomb  of 
Ali  with  the  fpoils  of  the  people.  The  dome  is  copper,  with  a bright 
and  maffy  gilding,  which  glitters  to  the  fun  at  the  d ilia  nee  of  many 
a mile. 
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near  the  ruins  of  Cufa 111 . Many  thoufands  of  c HLA  p* 
the  Shiites  repofe  in  holy  ground  at  the  feet  of  the  1— o 
vicar  of  God ; and  the  defert  is  vivified  by  the  nu- 
merous and  annual  vifits  of  the  Perfians,  who 
efteem  their  devotion  not  lefs  meritorious  than  the 
pilgrimage  of  Mecca. 

The  perfecutors  of  Mahomet  ufurped  the  in-  Reign  of 
heritance  of  his  children ; and  the  champions  of  ya°'1W1" 
idolatry  became  the  fupreme  heads  of  his  religion 
and  empire.  The  oppofition  of  Abu  Sophian  had  680. 
been  fierce  and  obftinate  ; his  converfion  was  tardy 
and  reludfcant ; his  new  faith  was  fortified  by  ne- 
ceffity  and  intereft  j he  ferved,  he  fought,  perhaps 
he  believed ; and  the  fins  of  the  time  of  ignorance 
were  expiated  by  the  recent  merits  of  the  family 
of  Ommiyah.  .Moawiyah,  the  fon  of  Abu  So- 
phian, and  of  the  cruel  Henda,  was  dignified  in 
his  early  youth  with  the  office  or  title  of  fecretary 
of  the  prophet : the  judgment  of  Omar  entrufted 
him  with  the  government  of  Syria ; and  he  ad- 
miniftered  that  important  province  above  forty 
years  either  in  a fubordinate  or  fupreme  rank. 

Without  renouncing  the  fame  of  valour  and  li- 
berality, he  affedted  the  reputation  of  humanity 
and  moderation:  a grateful  people  was  attached 
to  their  benefadtor;  and  the  victorious  Moflems 
were  enriched  with  the  fpoils  of  Cyprus  and 
Rhodes.  The  facred  duty  of  purfuing  the  af- 
faflins  of  Othman  was  the  engine  and  pretence  of 

*77  The  city  of  Melhed  All,  five  or  fix  miles  from  the  ruins  of 
Cufa,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  to  the  fouth  of  Bagdad,  is  of  the 
fi?e  and  form  of  the  modern  Jerufaiem.  Meflied  Hofein,  larger  and 
more  populous,  is  at  the  diflance  of  thirty  miles. 
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CHAP.  his  ambition.  The  bloody  Ihirt  of  the  martyr 
l — i was  expofed  in  the  mofch  of  Damafcus  : the  emir 
deplored  the  fate  of  his  injured  kinfman ; and 
fixty  thoufand  Syrians  were  engaged  in  his  fervice 
by  an  oath  of  fidelity  and  revenge.  Amrou,  the 
conqueror  of  Egypt,  himfelf  an  army,  was  the 
firft  who  faluted  the  new  monarch,  and  divulged 
the  dangerous  fecret,  that  the  Arabian  caliphs 
might  be  created  elfewhere  than  in  the  city  of  the 
prophet  *7S.  The  policy  of  Moawiyah  eluded  the 
valour  of  his  rival ; and,  after  the  death  of  Ali, 
he  negotiated  the  abdication  of  his  fon  Haflan, 
whofe  mind  was  either  above  or  below  the  go- 
vernment of  the  world,  and  who  retired  without 
a figh  from  the  palace  of  Cufa  to  an  humble  cell 
near  the  tomb  of  his  grandfather.  The  afpiring 
wifhes  of  the  caliph  were  finally  crowned  by  the 
important  change  of  an  elective  to  an  hereditary 
kingdom.  Some  murmurs  of  freedom  or  fana- 
ticifm  attefted  the  reluftance  of  the  Arabs,  and 
four  citizens  of  Medina  refufed  the  oath  of  fide- 
lity ; but  the  defigns  of  Moawiyah  were  condu&ed 
with  vigour  and  addrefs;  and  his  fon  Yezid,  a 
feeble  and  diflfolute  youth,  was  proclaimed  as  the 
commander  of  the  faithful  and  the  fucceflor  of  the 
apoftle  of  God. 

Death  of  A familiar  ftory  is  related  of  the  benevolence  of 
A.D.6X0,  one  of  the  fons  of  Ali.  In  ferving  at  table,  a Have 
Oct.  10.  jlatj  ina(jVertently  dropt  a difh  of  fcalding  broth  on 
his  mailer:  the  heedlefs  wretch  fell  proftrate,  to 

•7*  I borrow,  on  this  occafion,  the  ftrong  fenfe  anil  expreffion  of 
Tacitus  (Hift.  i.  4..)  : Evulgato  imperii  arcano  pofle  imperatorena 
alibi  quam  Romx  fieri. 

9 . deprecate 
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deprecate  his  punifhment,  and  repeated  a verfe  of  C 
the  Koran  : “ Paradife  is  for  thofe  who  command 
“ their  anger — “ I am  not  angry — ,c  and 
“ for  thofe  who  pardon  offences:” — “ I pardon 
“ your  offence  and  for  thofe  who  return 

“ good  for  evil — “ I give  you  your  liberty, 

<c  and  four  hundred  pieces  of  filver.”  With  an 
equal  meafure  of  piety,  Hofein,  the  younger  bro- 
ther of  Haffan,  inherited  a remnant  of  his  father’s 
fpirit,  and  fcrved  with  honour  againft  the  Chrif- 
tians  in  the  fiege  of  Conftantinople.  The  primo- 
geniture of  the  line  of  Hafhem,  and  the  holy 
character  of  grandfon  of  the  apoftle,  had  centered 
in  his  perfon,  and  he  was  at  liberty  to  profecute 
his  claim  againft  Yezid  the  tyrant  of  Damafcus, 
whofe  vices  he  defpifed,  and  whofe  title  he  had 
never  deigned  to  acknowledge.  A lift  was  fecretly 
tranfmitted  from  Cufa  to  Medina,  of  one  hundred 
and  forty  thoufand  Modems,  who  profeffed  their 
attachment  to  his  caufe,  and  who  were  eager  to 
draw  their  fwords  fo  foon  as  he  fhould  appear  on 
the  banks  of  the  Euphrates.  Againft  the  advice 
of  his  wifeft  friends,  he  refolved  to  truft  his  per- 
fon and  family  in  the  hands  of  a perfidious  people. 
He  traverfed  the  defert  of  Arabia  with  a timorous 
retinue  of  women  and  children ; but  as  he  ap- 
proached the  confines  of  Irak,  he  was  alarmed  by 
the  folitary  or  hoftile  face  of  the  country,  and 
fufpedted  either  the  defe&ion  or  ruin  of  his  party. 
His  fears  were  juft  j Obeidollah,  the  governor  of 
Cufa,  had  extinguifiied  the  firft  ,fparks  of  an  in- 
furreftion ; and  Hofein,  in  the  plain  of  Kerbela, 
was  encompafied  by  a body  of  five  thoufand  horfe, 
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C P w^°  >ntt:rcepted  his  communication  with  the  city 

s — and  the  river.  He  might  Hill  have  efcaped  to  a 
-v  fortrefs  in  the  defert,  that  had  defied  the  power  of 
Caefar  and  Chofroes,  and  confided  in  the  fidelity 
of  the  tribe  of  Tai,  which  would  have  armed  ten 
thoufand  warriors  in  his  defence.  In  a confer- 
ence with  the  chief  of  the  enemy,  he  propoled 
the  option  of  three  honourable  conditions}  that 
he  Ihould  be  allowed  to  return  to  Medina,  or  be 
ftationed  in  a frontier  garrifon  againft  the  Turks, 
or  fafely  conduced  to  the  prefence  of  Yezid. 
But  the  commands  of  the  caliph,  or  his  lieutenant, 
were  ftern  and  abfolute  ; and  Hofein  was  informed 
that  he  mull  either  fubmit  as  a captive  and  a cri- 
minal to  the  commander  of  the  faithful,  or  expedfc 
the  confequences  of  his  rebellion.  “ Do  you 
“ think,”  replied  he,  “ to  terrify  me  with  death  ?” 
And,  during  the  fhort  refpite  of  a night,  he  pre- 
pared with  calm  and  folemn  refignation  to  en- 
counter his  fate.  He  checked  the  lamentations 
of  his  filler  Fatima,  who  deplored  the  impending 
ruin  of  his  houfe.  **  Our  trull,”  faid  Hofein, 

“ is  in  God  alone.  All  things,  both  in  heaven 
“ and  earth,  mull  perilh  and  return  to  their 
<*  Creator.  My  brother,  my  father,  my  mother, 

“ were  better  than  me  ; and  every  Mufulman  has 
*c  an  example  in  the  prophet.”  He  prefled  his  1 
friends  to  confult  their  fafety  by  a timely  flight: 
they  unanimoufly  refufed  to  defert  or  furvive  their 
beloved  mailer;  and  their  couragfc  was  fortified  by 
a fervent  prayer  and  the  afiurance  of  paradile. 
On  the  morning  of  the  fatal  day,  he  mounted  on 
horfeback,  with  his  livord  in  one  han4  and  the 
jo  « Koran 
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Koran  in  the  other : his-  generous  band  of  mar-  c HLA  p- 
tyrs  confided  only  of  thirty-two  horfe  and  forty 
foot;  but  their  flanks  and  rear  were  fecured  by 
the  tent-ropes,  and  by"  a deep  trench  which  they 
had  filled  with  lighted  faggots,  according  to  the 
practice  of  the  Arabs.  The  enemy  advanced  with 
reluftance ; and  one  of  their  chiefs  deferted,  with 
thirty  followers,  to  claim  the  partnerihip  of  in-  • 
evitable  death.  In  every  clofe  onfet,  or  Angle 
combat,  the  defpair  of  the  Fatimites  was  invin- 
cible ; but  the  furrounding  multitudes  galled 
them  from  a diftance  with  a cloud  of  arrows,  and 
the  horfes  and  men  were  fucceflively  flain  : a truce 
was  allowed  on  both  fides  for  the  hour  of  prayer ; 
and  the  battle  at  length  expired  by  the  death  of 
the  laft  of  the  companions  of  Hofeih.  Alone, 
weary,  and  wounded,  he  feated  himfelf  at  the 
door  of  his  tent.  As  he  tailed  a drop  of  water, 
he  was  pierced  in  the  mouth  with  a dart ; and  his 
fon  and  nephew,  two  beautiful  youths,  were  killed 
in  his  arms.  He  lifted  his  hands  to  heaven,  they 
were  full  of  blood,  and  he  uttered  a funeral  prayer 
for  the  living  and  the  dead.  In  a tranfport  of 
defpair  his  filler  ifilied  from  the  tent,  and  adjured 
the  general  of  the  Cufians,  that  he  would  not 
fuflfer  Hofein  to  be  murdered  before  his  eyes : a 
{ear  trickled  down  his  venerable  beard  ; and  the  ’ 
boldeft  of  his  foldiers  fell  back  on  every  fide  as 
the  dying  hero  threw  himfelf  among  them.  The 
remorfelefs  §hamer,  a name  detelled  by  the  faithful, 
reproached  their  cowardice ; and  the  grandlbn  of 
Mahomet  was  flain  with  three  and  thirty  Ilrokes 
pf  lances  and  iwords,  After  they  had  trampled 
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CHAP,  on  his  body,  they  carried  his  head  to  the  caflle  of 

L p Cufa,  and  the  inhuman  Obeidollah  ftruck  him  on 
the  mouth  with  a cane:  “Alas!”  exclaimed  an 
aged  Mufulman,  “ on  thefe  lips  have  I feen  the 
“ lips  of  the  apoftle  of  God!”  In  a diftant  age 
and  climate  the  tragic  fcene  of  the  death  of  Hofein 
will  awaken  the  fympathy  of  the  coldeft  reader  ,79. 
On  the  annual  feftival  of  his  martyrdom,  in  the 
devout  pilgrimage  to  his  fepulchre,  his  Perfian 
votaries  abandon  their  fouls  to  the  religious  frenzy 
of  forrovv  and  indignation  ,6°. 

Poftetity  When  the  fillers  and  children  of  Ali  were 

ot  Maho-  . . 

met  and  brought  in  chains  to  the  throne  of  Damafcus,  the 

A '*  caliph  was  adviied  to  extirpate  the  enmity  of  a 

popular  and  hoftile  race,  whom  he  had  injured  be- 
yond the  hope  of  reconciliation.  But  Yezid  pre- 
ferred the  counfels  of  mercy ; and  the  mourning 
family  was  honourably  dilrniffed  to  mingle  their 
tears  with  their  kindred  at  Medina.  The  glory  of 
martyrdom  fuperleded  the  right  of  primogeniture ; 
and  the  twelve  imams  or  pontiffs,  of  the  Per- 
fian creed  are  Ali,  Haffan,  Hofein,  and  the  lineal 
defendants  of  Hofein  to  the  ninth  generation, 

*79  I have  abridged  the  interefting  narrative  of  Ocklcy  (tom.  ii. 
p.  170— 231.).  It  is  long  and  minute  j hut  the  pathetic,  almoft  air- 
ways, confifts  in  the  detail  of  little  ci rerun  dances. 

iso  Niebuhr  the  Dane  (Voyages  en  Arabic,  &c.  tom.  ii.  p.  aoS, 
&c.)  is  perhaps  the  only  European  traveller  who  has  dared  to  vifit 
Method  Ali  and  Meflicd  Hofein.  The  two  lepulchres  are  in  the 
hands  of  the  Turks,  who  tolerate  and  t3X  the  devotion  of  the  Perfian 
heretics.  The  fetlival  of  the  death  of  Hofein  is  amply  deferibed  by 
Sir  John  Chardin,  a traveller  whom  I have  often  praifed. 

, 181  The  general  article  of  Imam,  in  d’Hcrhelot’s  Bibliothcnue,  will 
indicate  the  fuccelTion  j and  the  lives  of  the  tiyche  are  given  under 
(heir  refpe&ive  names. 

Without 

l.  ....  t 
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Without  arms,  or  treafu res,  or  fubjects,  they  fuc-  chap. 
cefiively  enjoyed  the  veneration  of  the  people,  and  . * . 

provoked  the  jealoufy  of  the  reigning  caliphs : 
their  tombs  at  Mecca  or  Medina,  on  the  banks  of 
the  Euphrates,  or  in  the  province  of  Chorafan, 
are  ftill  vifited  by  the  devotion  of  their  fedt.  Their 
names  were  often  the  pretence  of  fedition  and  civil 
war;  but  thefe  royal  faints  defpifed  the  pomp  of 
the  world,  fubmitted  to  the  will  of  God  and  the 
injuftice  of  man,  and  devoted  their  innocent  lives 
to  the  ftudy  and  practice  of  religion.  The  twelfth 
and  laft  of  the  Imams,  conlpicuous  by  the  title  of 
Mahadi , or  the  Guide,  furpafled  the  folitude  and 
fan&ity  of  his  predeceftors.  He  concealed  him- 
felf  in  a cavern  near  Bagdad  : the  time  and  place 
of  his  death  are  unknown ; and  his  votaries  pre- 
tend, that  he  ftill  lives,  and  will  appear  before  the 
day  of  judgment  to  overthrow  the  tyranny  of 
Dejal,  or  the  Antichrift  lil.  In  the  laple  of  two 
or  three  centuries  the  pofterity  of  Abbas,  the 
uncle  of  Mahomet,  had  multiplied  to  the  number 
of  thirty-three  thoufand ,S3 : the  race  of  Ali  might 
be  equally  prolific ; the  meaneft  individual  was 
above  the  firft  and  greateft  of  princes ; and  the 
jmoft  eminent  were  fuppofed  to  excel  the  per- 
fection of  angels.  But  their  adverfe  fortune,  and 
the  wide  extent  of  the  Mufulman  empire,  al- 
ts* The  name  of  Anticbri/1  may  feem  ridiculous,  but  the  Mahomet- 
ans have  liberally  borrowed  the  tables  of  every  religion  (Sale’s  Pre- 
li  mi  nary  Ditcourfe,  p.  So.  Si.).  In  the  royal  liable  of  Ifpahan,  two 
horfes  were  always  kept  (addled,  one  for  the  Mahadi  himfelf,  tha 
qiher  for  hit  lieutenant,  Jefut  the  fon  of  Mary. 

,!,i  In  the  year  of  the  Hegira  100  (A.  D.  815).  See  d’Herbelot, 

P- 
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chap,  lowed  an  ample  fcope  for  every  bold  and  artful 

« impoftor,  who  claimed  affinity  with  the  holy  feed : 

the  fceptre  of  the  Almohades  in  Spain  and  Afric, 
of  the  Fatimites  in  Egypt  and  Syria  of  the 
Sultans  of  Yemen,  and  of  the  Sophis  of  Perfia  ',5, 
has  been  confecrated  by  this  vague  and  ambiguous 
title.  Under  their  reigns  it  might  be  dangerous  to 
difpute  the  legitimacy  of  their  birth ; and  one  of 
the  Fatimite  caliphs  filenced  an  indifcreet  quef- 
tion,  by  drawing  his  fcymetar:  ‘c  This,”  faid 
Moez,  “ is  my  pedigree ; and  thefe,”  calling  an 
handful  of  gold  to  his  foldiers,  “ and  thefe  are  my 
“ kindred  and  my  children.”  In  the  various  condi- 
tions of  princes,  or  doftors,  or  nobles,  or  merchants, 
or  beggars,  a fwarm  of  the  genuine  or  fidlitious  de- 
fendants of  Mahomet  and  Ali  is  honoured  with 
the  appellation  of  fheiks,  or  ffierifs,  or  emirs.  In 
x the  Ottoman  empire,  they  are  diftinguilhed  by  a 
green  turban,  receive  a fbipend  from  the  treafury, 
&re  judged  only  by  their  chief,  and,  however  de- 


,84  D’Btrbclot,  p.  34.2.  The  enemies  of  the  Fatimites  difgraced 
them  by  a Jewifh  origin.  Yet  they  accurately  deduced  their  genea- 
logy from  Ja.tfar,  the  lixth  Imam  ; and  the  impaitiai  Abulfeda  al- 
lows (Annal.  Modem.  p.  230.)  that  they  were  owned  by  many,  qui 
ablque  controverfia  genuini  funt  Alidarum,  homine  propaginunr  fuse 
gentis  exacle  callentes.  He  quotes  foine  lines  from  the  celebrated 
Stbenf  or  RabJi,  F.gone  humilitatem  induam  in  terris  hoflium  ? (I 
fufptft  him  to  be  an  Ediiflite  of  Sicily)  cum  in  Atgypto  lit  Chalif'a 
tie  gen(e  Alii,  quotum  ego  communem  habeo  pstrem  et  vindicem. 

i*>  The  kings  of  Perils  of  the  laft  dynnfty  are  defeended  from  Sheik 
$ed,  a faint  of  the  xivlh  century,  and  through  him  from  Moufla 
Caflem,  the  ton  of  Hofein,  the  ton  of  Ali  (01earius,p.  957.  Chardin, 
tom.  iii.  p.  288  ).  But  I cannot  trace  the  intermediate  degrees  in 
any  genuine  or  fabulous  pedigree.  If  they  were  truly  Fatimites,  they 
might  draw  their  origin  from  the  princes  of  Mazandcran,  who  reigned 
in  tire  ixtu  ceiHjiiy  .(d'Herbelot,  p.  9G.), 
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bafed  by  fortune  or  charadcr,  ftill  afiert  the  proud  c HLA  p- 
pre-eminence  of  their  birth.  A family  of  three  v 

hundred  perfons,  the  pure  and  orthodox  branch 
of  the  caliph  Haflan,  is  preferved  without  taint  or 
fufpicion  in  the  holy  cities  of  Mecca  and  Medina, 
and  ftill  retains,  after  the  revolutions  of  twelve 
centuries,  the  cuftody  of  the  temple  and  the  fove- 
reignty  of  their  native  land.  The  fame  and  merit  of 
Mahomet  would  ennoble  a plebeian  race,  and  the 
ancient  blood  of  the  Koreilb  tranfcends  the  recent 
xnajefty  of  the  kings  of  the  earth  '**. 

The  talents  of  Mahomet  are  entitled  to  our  ap-  Succefs  of 
plaufe,  but  his  fuccefs  has  perhaps  too  ftrongly  at- 
traded  our  admiration.  Are  we  furprifed  that  a 
multitude  of  profelytes  ftiould  embrace  the  doc- 
trine and  the  paflions  of  an  eloquent  fanatic  ? In 
the  herefies  of  the  church,  the  fame  fedudion  has 
been  tried  and  repeated  from  the  time  of  the 
apoftles  to  that  of  the  reformers.  Does  it  feem  in- 
credible that  a private  citizen  fhould  grafp  the 
fword  and  the  fceptre,  fubdue  his  native  country, 
and  ered  a monarchy  by  his  vidorious  arms?  In 
the  moving  pidure  of  the  dynafties  of  the  Eaft, 
an  hundred  fortunate  ufurpers  have  arifen  from  a 
bafer  origin,  furmounted  more  formidable  ob- 
ftacles,  and  filled  a larger  fcope  of  empire  and  con- 
queft.  Mahomet  was  alike  inftruded  to  preach 
and  to  fight,  and  the  union  of  thefe  oppofite  qua- 

186  The  prefent  (late  of  the  family  of  Mahomet  and  Ali  is  moft 
accurately  deferibed  by  Demetrius  Cantemir  (Hift,  of  the  Othman 
Empire,  p.  94..)  and  Niebuhr  (Deftriptron  de  l’Arabie,  p.  9— t5. 

317,  See.).  It  is  much  to  be  lamented,  that  the  Danifh  traveller  was 
unable  to  purchase  the  chronicles  of  Arabia. 
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p-  lities,  while  it  enhanced  his  merit,  contributed  to 
his  fuccefs : the  operation  of  force  and  perfuafion, 
of  enthufiafm  and  fear,  continually  aCted  on  each 
other,  till  every  barrier  yielded  to  their  irrefiftible 
power.  His  voice  invited  the  Arabs  to  freedom 
and  victory,  to  arms  and  rapine,  to  the  indulgence 
of  their  darling  paflions  in  this  world  and  the 
other ; the  reflraints  which  he  impofed  were  re-  ’ 
quifite  to  eftablifh  the  credit  of  the  prophet,  and 
to  exercife  the  obedience  of  the  people  ■,  and  the 
only  objection  to  his  fuccefs,  was  his  rational 
creed  of  the  unity  and  perfections  of  God.  It  is 
not  the  propagation  but  the  permanency  of  his 
Religion  that  deierves  our  wonder  i the  fame  pure 
^nd  perfect  impreflion  which  he  engraved  at 
Mecca  and  Medina,  is  preferved,  after  the  revo- 
lutions of  twelve  centuries,  by  the  Indian,  the 
African,  and  the  Turkifh  profelytcs  of  the  Koran* 

If  the  Chriltian  apoftles,  St.  Peter  or  Sr.  Paul, 
could  return  to  the  Vatican,  they  might  poflibly 
inquire  the  name  of  the  Deity  who  is  worfhipped 
with  fuch  myfterious  rites  in  that  magnificent, 
temple : at  Oxford  or  Geneva,  they  would  ex- 
perience lefs  furprifej  but  it  might  {till  be  in- 
cumbent on  them  to  perufe  the  cathecifm  of  the 
church,  and  to  ftudy  the  orthodox  comrrientators 
on  their  own  writings  and  the  words  of  their 
Mailer.  But  tire  Turkifh  dome  of  St.  Sophia, 
with  an  increafe  of  fplendour  and  fize,  reprefents 
the  humble  tabernacle  ereCted  at  Medina  by  the 
hands  of  Mahomet.  The  Mahometans  have  uni- 
formly withftood  the  tempation  of  reducing  the 
objeCt  of  their  faith  and  devotion  to  a level  with 
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the  fenfes  and  imagination  of  man.  " I believe  chap. 
,c  in  one  God,  and  Mahomet  the  apoftle  of  God,”  r 

is  the  fimple  and  invariable  profefilon  of  I flam. 

The  intelle&ual  image  of  the  Deity  has  never 
been  degraded  by  any  viflble  idol ; the  honours 
of  the  prophet  have  never  tranfgrefied  the  mea- 
fure  of  human  virtue ; and  his  living  precepts 
have  reftrained  the  gratitude  of  his  difciples 
within  the  bounds  of  reafon  and  religion.  The 
votaries  of  Ali  have  indeed  confecrated  the  me- 
mory of  their  hero,  his  wife,  and  his  children,  and 
feme  of  the  Perfian  doctors  pretend  that  the  di- 
vine efience  was  incarnate  in  the  perfon  of  the 
Imams;  but  their  fuperftition  is  univerfally  con- 
- demned  by  the  Sonnites;  -and  their  impiety  has 
afforded  a feafonable  warning  againfl:  the  worfhip 
of  faints  and  martyrs.  The  metaphyfical  quettions 
on  the  attributes  of  God,  and  the  liberty  of  man, 
have  been  agitated  in  the  fchools  of  the  Mahomet- 
ans, as  well  as  in  thofe  of  the  Chriftians;  but 
among  the  former  they  have  never  engaged  the 
paflions  of  the  people  or  difturbed  the  tranquillity 
of  the  ftate.  The  caufe  of  this  important  dif- 
ference may  be  found  in  the  feparation  or  union 
of  the  regal  and  facerdotal  charafters.  It  was 
the  intereft  of  the  caliphs,  the  fuccefibrs  of  the 
prophet  and  commanders  of  the  faithful,  to  reprefs 
and  difcourage  all  religious  innovations : the  order, 
the  difcipline,  the  temporal  and  fpiritual  ambition 
of  the  clergy,  are  unknown  to  the  Modems ; and 
the  fages  of  the  law  are  the  guides  of  their  con- 
fcience  and  the  oracles  of  their  faith.  From  the 
Atlantic  to  the  Ganges,  the  Koran  is  acknow- 
ledged 
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C HlA  P’  fedgcd  35  the  fundamental  code,  not  only  of  thed- 
t,  logy  but  of  civil  and  criminal  jurifprudence;  and 

the  laws  which  regulate  the  adions  and  the  pro- 
perty of  mankind,  are  guarded  by  the  infallible 
and  immutable  fandion  of  the  will  of  God.  This 
. religious  fervitude  is  attended  with  fome  pra£tical 
difadvantage  i the  illiterate  legiflator  had  been 
often  milled  by  his  own  prejudices  and  thofe  of 
his  country ; and  the  inftitutions  of  the  Arabian 
. defert  may  be  ill-adapted  to  the  wealth  and  num- 
bers of  Jfpahan  and  Conftantinople.  On  thele 
occafions,  the  Cadhi  refpedfully  places  on  his 
head  the  holy  volume,  and  fubftitutes  a dex- 
trous interpretation  more  appofite  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  equity,  and  the  manners  and  policy  of 
the  times. 

His  merit  His  beneficial  or  pernicious  influence  on  the 
hTco'un-  public  happinefs  is  the  laft  confideration  in  the 
,ry*  character  of  Mahomet.  The  moft  bitter  or  moft 
bigotted  of  his  Chriftian  or  Jewifh  foes,  will  finely 
allow  that  he  aflumed  a falfe  commilfion  to  in- 
culcate a falutary  dodrine,  lefs  perfed  only  than 
their  own.  He  pioufly  fuppofed,  as  the  bafis  of 
his  religion,  the  truth  and  fandity  of  their  prior 
revelations,  the  virtues  and  miracles  of  their 
founders.  The  idols  of  Arabia  were  broken  be- 
fore the  throne  of  God ; the  blood  of  human  vic- 
tims was  expiated  by  prayer,  and  fading,  and 
alms,  the  laudable  or  innocent  arts  of  devotion  ; 
and  his  rewards  and  punilhments  of  a future  life 
were  painted  by  the  images  moft  congenial  to  an 
ignorant  and  carnal  generation.  Mahomet  was 
perhaps  incapable  of  didating  a moral  and  po- 
litical 
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litical  fyftem  for  the  ufe,of  his  countrymen  : but  chap. 
he  breathed  among  the  faithful  a fpirit  of  charity  . ' . 

and  friendlhip,  recommended  the  praftice  of  the 
focial  virtues,  and  checked,  by  his  laws  and  pre- 
cepts, the  third  of  revenge  and  the  oppreflion  of 
widows  and  orphans.  The  hoftile  tribes  were 
united  in  faith  and  obedience,  and  the  valour 
which  had  been  idly  fpent  in  domeftic  quarrels, 
was  vigoroufly  directed  againft  a foreign  enemy. 

Had  the  Impulfe  been  lefs  powerful,  Arabia,  free 
at  home,  and  formidable  abroad,  might  have  flou- 
rilhed  under  a fucceflion  of  her  native  monarchs. 

Her  fovereignty  was  loft  by  the  extent  and  ra- 
pidity of  conqueft.  The  colonies  of  the  nation 
were  fcattered  over  the  Eaft  and  Weft,  and  their 
blood  was  mingled  with  the  blood  of  their  con- 
verts and  captives.  After  the  reign  of  three  ca- 
liphs, the  throne  was  tranfported  from  Medina  to 
the  valley  of  Damafcus  and  the  banks  of  the 
Tigris;  the  holy  cities  were  violated  by  impious 
war;  Arabia  was  ruled  by  the  rod  of  a fubjeft, 
perhaps  of  a ftranger ; and  the  Bedoweens  of  the 
defert,  awakening  from  their  dream  of  dominion, 
refumed  their  old  and  folitary  independence  “7. 

,87  The  writers  of  the  Modern  Univerfal  Hiftory  (vol.  i.  and  ii.ij 
have  compiled,  in  850  folio  pages,  the  life  of  Mahomet  and  the  an- 
nals of  the  caliphs.  They  enjoyed  the  advantage  of  reading,  and 
fometimes  correcting,  the  Arabic  texts;  yet,  notwithftanding  their 
high-founding  boalts,  I cannot  find,  after  the  conclufion  of  my  work, 
that  they  have  afforded  me  much  (if  any)  additional  information. 

The  dull  mafs  is  not  quickened  by  a fpark  of  philofophy  or  taffe : 
and  the  compilers  indulge  the  criticifm  of  acrimonious  bigotry  againft 
Boulainvilliers,  Sale,  Gagnier,  and  all  who  have  treated  Mahomet 
with  favour,  or  even  juftice. 

Vol.  IX.  A a 
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CHAP.  LI. 

T, be  Conquejl  of  Perjia , Syria,  Egypt , Africa , 
Spain,  by  the  Arabs  or  Saracens. — Empire  of  the 
Caliphs,  or  Succejfors  of  Mahomet. — State  of  the 
Chrijlians , &c.  under  their  Government. 


CHAP. 

LI. 


Union  of 
the  Arabs, 


A. O.632. 


TH  E revolution  of  Arabia  had  not  changed 
the  character  of  the  Arabs : the  death  of 
Mahomet  was  the  fignal  of  independence}  and 
the  hafty  ftrutture  of  his  power  and  religion  tot- 
tered to  its  foundations.  A fmall  and  faithful  - 
band  of  his  primitive  aifciples  had  Aliened  to  his 
eloquence,  and  lhared  his  diftrefs ; had  fled  with 
the  apoftle  from  the  perfecution  of  Mecca,  or  had 
received  the  fugitive  in  the  walls  of  Medina.  The 
increaflng  myriads,  who  acknowledged  Mahomet 
as  -their  king  and  prophet,  had  been  compelled  by 
his  arms,  or  allured  by  his  profperity.  The  po- 
lytheifts  were  confounded  by  the  Ample  idea  of  - 
a lblitary  and  inviflble  God : the  pride  of  the 
Chriftians  and  Jews  difdained  the  yoke  of  a 
mortal  and  contemporary  legiflator.  Their  habits 
of  faith  and  obedience  were  not  fufficiently  con-  1. 
Armed}  and  many  of  the  new  converts  regretted 
the  venerable  antiquity  of  the  law  of  Mofes,  or  ; 
the  rites  and  myfteries  of  the  Catholic  church,  OP:' 
the  idols,  the  facrifices,  the  joyous  feftivals,  of-3 
■ 2 1 their 


Digitized  by  Google 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE. 


their  Pagan  anceftors.  The  jarring  interefts  and  chap. 
hereditary  feuds  of  the  Arabian  tribes  had  not  , . ‘ . 

yet  coalefced  in  a fvftem  of  union  and  fubordina- 
tion ; and  the  Barbarians  were  impatient  of  the 
mildeft  and  mod  falutary  laws  that  curbed  their 
paffions,  or  violated  their  cuftoms.  They  fub- 
mitted  with  reluftance  to  the  religious  precepts  of 
the  Koran,  the  abftinence  from  wine,  the  fait  ot 
the  Ramadan,  and  the  daily  repetition  of  five 
prayers ; and  the  alms  and  tithes,  which  were 
collected  for  the  treafury  of  Medina,  could  be 
diftinguifhed  only  by  a name  from  the  payment  of 
a perpetual  and  ignominious  tribute.  The  ex- 
ample of  Mahomet  had  excited  a fpirit  of  fana- 
ticifm  or  impofture,  and  feveral  of  his  rivals 
prefumed  to  imitate  the  conduct  and  defy  the  au- 
thority of  the  living  prophet.  At  the  head  of 
the  fugitives  and  auxiliaries , the  firfc  caliph  was 
reduced  to  the  cities  of  Mecca,  Medina,  and 
Tayef;  and  perhaps  the  Koreifh  would  have  re- 
ftored  the  idols  of  the  Caaba,  if  their  levity  had 
not  been  checked  by  a feafonable  reproof.  “Ye 
««  men  of  Mecca,  will  ye  be  the  Jail  to  embrace 
and  the  firft  to  abandon  the  religion  of  I flam  ?” 

After  exhorting  the  Modems  to  confide  in  the  aid 
of  God  and  his  apoftle,  Abubeker  refolved,  by  a 
vigorous  attack,  to  prevent  the  jun&ion  of  the 
rebels.  The  women  and  children  were  fafely 
lodged  in  the  cavities  of  the  mountains : the 
warriors,  marching  under  eleven  banners,  difFuled 
the  terror  of  their  arms  ; and  the1' appearance  of  a 
military  force  revived  and  confirmed  the  loyalty  of 
the  faithful.  The  inconftant  tribes  accepted,  with 
A a 2 humble 
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humble  repentance,  the  duties  of  prayer,  and 
fading,  and  alms;  and,  after  fome  examples  of 
fuccefs  and  feverity,  the  moft  daring  apoftates  fell 
proftrate  before  the  fword  of  the  Lord  and  of 
Caled.  In  the  fertile  province  of  Yemanah*, 
between  the  Red  Sea  and  the  Gulph  of  Perfia,  in 
a city  not  inferior  to  Medina  itfelf,  a powerful 
chief,  his  name  was  Mofeilama,  had  aflumed  the 
charafter  of  a prophet,  and  the  tribe  of  Hanifa 
liftened  to  his  voice.  A female  prophetefs  was 
attracted  by  his  reputation : the  decencies  of 
words  and  actions  were  fpurned  by  thefe  favourites 
of  heaven * ; and  they  employed  feveral  days  in 
myftic  and  amorous  converfe.  An  obfcure  fen- 
tence  of  his  Koran,  or  book,  is  yet  extant  * ; anti, 

i See  the  defeription  of  the  city  and  country  of  A1  Yamanah,  in 
Abulfeda,  Defcript.  Arabia?,  p.  60,  61.  In  the  xiii,h  century,  there 
were  fome  ruins,  and  a few  palms;  but  in  the  prefent  century,  the 
fame  ground  is  occupied  by  the  viftons  and  arms  of  a modern  prophet, 
whofe  tenets  are  imperfectly  known  (Niebuhr,  Defeription  de  l’Arabie, 
p.  196  — 302.). 

* Their  fii  ft  falutation  may  be  tranferibed,  but  cannot  be  tranflated. 
It  was  thus  that  Mofeilama  laid  or  fung  s 

Surge  tandem  itaque  ftrenue  permolenda;  nam  ftratus  tibi  thorus 
elt. 

Aut  in  propatulo  tentorio  ft  velis,  aut  in  abditiore  cubiculo  ft 

mails ; 

Aut  fupinam  te  humi  exporreftam  fulligabo,  C velis,  aut  fi  raalis 
man-bus  pedibufque  nixam. 

Aut  fi  velis  ejus  ( Priapi)  gemino  triente,  aut  fi  malis  totus  veniam. 

Into,  totus  venito,  O Apoftole  Dei  clainabat  foemina.  Id  ipfuia 
dicebat. 

Mofeilama  mihi  quoque  fuggeflit  Deus. 

The  prophetefs  Segjah,  after  the  fall  of  her  lover,  returned  to  idolatry; 
but,  under,  the  reign  of  Moawiyah,  (he  became  a Mufulman,  and  died 
at  Baflfora  (Abulfeda,  Annal.  veil'.  Keilke,  p.  (>%.). 

. 3 See  this  text,  which  demon  (h  ates  a God  from  the  work  of  ge- 
neration, in  Abulpharagius  (Specimen  Hill.  Arabum,  p.  13,  and 
Dynaft.  p.  103.)  and  Abulfeda  (Annal.  p.  63.) 

' ' ' ' in 
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in  the  pride  of  his  million,  Mofeilama  conde-  chap. 
fcended  to  offer  a partition  of  the  earth.  The  r 

propofal  was  anfwered  by  Mahomet  with  con- 
tempt ; but  the  rapid  progrefs  of  the  impoftor 
awakened  the  fears  of  his  fucceffor : forty  »hou- 
fand  Moflems  were  alfembled  under  the  ltandard 
of  Caled;  and  the  exiftence  of  their  faith  was 
refigned  to  the  event  of  a decifive  battle.  In  the 
firft  aftion,  they  were  repulfed  with  the  lofs  ojf 
twelve  hundred  men;  but  the  fkill  and  perfe- 
verance  of  their  general  prevailed:  their  defeat 
was  avenged  by  the  flaughter  of  ten  thoufand  in- 
fidels j and  Mofeilama  himfelf  was  pierced  by  an 
Ethiopian  Have  with  the  fame  javelin  which  had 
mortally  wounded  the  uncle  of  Mahomet.  The 
various  rebels  of  Arabia,  without  a chief  or  a 
caufe,  were  fpeedily  fupprefTed  by  the  power  and 
difcipline  of  the  rifing  monarchy ; and  the  whole 
nation  again  profefled,  and  more  ftedfaftly  held, 
the  religion  of  the  Koran.  The  ambition  of  the 
caliphs  provided  an  immediate  exercife  for  the 
reftlefs  fpirit  of  the  Saracens:  their  valour  was 
- united  in  the  profecution  of  an  holy  war;  and 
their  enthufiafm  was  equally  confirmed  by  oppofi- 
tion  and  viftory. 

From  the  rapid  conquefts  of  the  Saracens  a Chat-after 
preemption  will  naturally  arife,  that  the  firft  ca-  liphs'"^** 
liphs  commanded  in  perfon  the  armies  pf the  faithful, 
and  fought  the  crown  of  martyrdom  in  the  foremoft 
ranks  of  the  battle.  The  courage  of  Abubeker4, 

4 His  reign  in  Eutychius,  tom.  ii.  p.  251.  Elmacin,  p.  iS, 
Abulpharagius,  p.  joS.  AbulfeJa,  p.  60.  D’Herbelot,  p.  58. 
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C Ili^P*  ^rn3r  5>  and  Othman  *,  had  indeed  been  tried 
« — ^ — > in  the  perfecution  and  wars  of  the  prophet; 

and  the  perfona!  afturaoee  of  paradife  muft 
have  taught  them  to  defpife  the  pleafures  and 
dangers  of  the  prefent  world.  But  they  af- 
cended  the  throne  in  a venerable  or  mature  age, 
and  efteemed  the  domeftic  cares  of  religion  and 
juftice  the  moft  important  duties  of  a fovereign. 
Except  the  prefence  of  Omar  at  the  fiege  of  Je- 
rufalem,  their  longeft  expeditions  were  the  fre- 
quent pilgrimage  from  Medina  to  Mecca ; and 
they  calmly  received  the  tidings  of  victory  as  they 
prayed  or  preached  before  the  fepuklue  of  the 
prophet.  The  auftere  and  frugal  meafure  of  their 
lives  was  the  effect:  of  virtue  or  habit,  and  the 
pride  of  their  fimplicity  infuked  the  vain  magnifi- 
cence of  the  kings  of  the  earth.  When  Abu- 
beker  affumed  the  office  of  caliph,  - he  enjoined  his 
daughter  Ayeffia  to  take  a drift  account  of  his 
private  patrimony,  that  it  might  be  evident  whe- 
ther he  were  enriched  or  impoverilhed  by  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  ftate.  Fie  thought  himfelf  entitled  to 
a ftipend  of  three  pieces  of  gold,  with  the  fuffi- 
cient  maintenance  of  a fingle  camel  and  a black 
Have  •,  but  on  the  Friday  of  each  week,  he  dif- 
tributed  the  refidue  of  his  own  and  the  public 
money,  firft  to  the  moft  worthy,  and  then  to  the 
moft  indigent,  of  the  Modems.  The  remains  of 
his  wealth,  a coarfe  garment,  and  five  pieces  of 

5 His  reign  in  Eutychius,  p.  164..  Elinacin,  p.  24.  Abulphara- 
gius,  p.  110.  Abulfeda,  p.  66.  £>’Herbelot,  p.  6S6. 

6 His  reign  in  Eutychius,  p.  373.  Elinacin,  p.  36.  Abulphara- 
gius,  p.  115.  Abulfeda,  p.  75.  ETHeibelot,  p.  693. 
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gold,  were  delivered  to  his  fucceffor,  who  la-  c & A p- 
mented  with  a modeft  figh  his  own  inability  to  ■_  -t—  i 
equal  fuch  an  admirable  model.  Yet  the  abfti- 
nence  and  humility  of  Omar  were  not  inferior  to 
the  virtues  of  Abubeker;  his  food  confided  of 
barley- bread  or  dates  j his  drink  was  water  j he 
preached  in  a gown  that  was  torn  or  tattered  in 
twelve  places ; and  a Perfian  fatrap  who  paid  his 
homage  to  the  conqueror,  found  him  afieep  among 
the  beggars  on  the  fteps  of  the  mofch  of  Medina. 
Oeconomy  is  the  fource  of  liberality,  and  the  in- 
creafe  of  the  revenue  enabled  Omar  to  eftablifii  a 
juft  and  perpetual  reward  for  the  paft  and  prefent 
fervices  of  the  faithful.  Carelefs  of  his  own  emo- 
lument, he  afiigned  to  Abbas,  the  uncle  of  the 
prophet,  the  firft  and  rtioft  ample  allowance  of 
twenty- five  thoufand  drams  or  pieces  of  filver. 

Five  thoufand  were  allotted  to  each  of  the  aged 
warriors,  the  relics  of  the  field  of  Beder,  and  the 
laft  and  meaneft  of  the  companions  of  Mahomet 
was  diftinguilhed  by  the  annual  reward  of  three 
thoufand  pieces.  One  thoufand  was  the  ftipend 
of  the  veterans  who  had  fought  in  the  firft  battles 
againft  the  Greeks  and  Perfians,  and  the  decreafing 
pay,  as  low  as  fifty  pieces  of  filver,  was  adapted 
to  the  refpettive  merit  and  feniority  of  the  foldiers 
of  Omar.  Under  his  reign,  and  that  of  his  pre- 
decefior,  the  conquerors  of  the  Eaft  were  the 
trufty  fervants  of  God  and  the  people : the  mafs 
of  the  public  treafure  was  confecrated  to  the  ex- 
pences  of  peace  and  war;  a prudent  mixture  of 
juftice  and  bounty,  maintained  the  dil'cipline  of 
A a 4 the 
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C *i,A  P’  £^e  Saracens,  and  they  united,  by  a rare  felicity, 
»-  y‘  . the  difpatch  and  execution  of  defpotifm,  with  the 
equal  and  frugal  maxims  of  a republican  govern- 
ment. The  heroic  courage  of  Ali7,  the  con- 
fummate  prudence  of  Moawiyah*,  excited  the 
emulation  of  their  fubje&s  ; and  the  talents  which 
had  been  exercifed  in  the  fchool  of  civil  difcord, 
were  more  ufefully  applied  to  propagate  the  faith 
and  dominion  of  the  prophet.  In  the  floth  and 
vanity  of  the  palace  of  Damafcus,  the  fucceeding 
princes  of  the  houfe  of  Ommiyah  were  alike  de- 
ftitute  of  the  qualifications  of  ftatefmen  and  of 
faints9.  Yet  the  fpoils  of  unknown  nations  were 
continually  laid  at  the  foot  of  their  throne,  and 
the  uniform  afcent  of  the  Arabian  greatnefs  mud 
be  afcribed  to  the  fpirit  of  the  nation  rather  thaq 
the  abilities  of  their  chiefs.  A large  dedu&ioq 
rouft  be  allowed  for  the  weaknefs  of  their  enemies. 
The  birth  of  Mahomet  was  fortunately  placed  in 
the  moft  degenerate  and  diforderly  period  of  the 
Perfians,  the  Romans,  and  the  Barbarians  of  Eu- 
rope: the  empires  of  Trajan,  or  even  of  Con- 
ftantine  or  Charlemagne,  would  have  repelled  the 
aflault  of  the  naked  Saracens,  and  the  torrent  of 
fanaticifm  might  have  been  obfcurely  loft  in  the 
fands  of  Arabia. 

7 His  reign  in  Eutychius,  p.  343.  Elmacin,  p.  ji.  Abulphara- 
gius,  p.  117.  Abulfeila,  p.  83.  D'Heibelot,  p.  89. 

8 His  reign  in  Eutychius,  p.  344.  Elmacin,  p.  54.  Abulphar^- 
gius,  p.  1*3.  Abulteda,  p.  101.  D’Heibelot,  p.  j86. 

9 Their  reigns  in  Eutychius,  tom.  ii.  p.  360 — 395.  Elmacin, 
p.  59  — 108.  Abulpharagius,  Dynaft.  ix.  p.  324 — 139.  Abulfeda, 
p.  in — Hi-  D’Herbelot,  Biblietheque  Orientale,  p.691.  and  the 
parlieuiar  articles  of  the  Ommiades. 
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In  the  vi&orious  days  of  the  Roman  republic, 
it  had  been  the  aim  of  the  fenate  to  confine  their 
pounfels  and  legions  to  a (ingle  war,  and  com- 
pletely to  fupprefs  a firft  enemy  before  they  pro- 
voked the  hoftilities  of  a fecond.  Thefe  timid 
maxims  of  policy  were  difdained  by  the  magna- 
nimity or  enthufiafm  of  the  Arabian  caliphs.  With 
the  fame  vigour  and  fuccefs  they  invaded  the  fuc- 
ceftors  of  Auguftus,  and  thofe  of  Artaxerxes ; and 
the  rival  monarchies  at  the  fame  inftant  became  the 
prey  of  an  enemy  whom  they  had  been  fo  long  ac- 
cuftomed  to  defpife.  In  the  ten  years  of  the  ad- 
miniftration  of  Omar,  the  Saracens  reduced  to  his 
obedience  thirty- fix  thoufand  cities  or  cattles,  de- 
ftroyed  four  thoufand  churches  or  temples  of  the 
unbelievers,  and  edified  fourteen  hundred  mofchs 
for  the  exercife  of  the  religion  of  Mahomet.  One 
hundred  years  after  his  Right  from  Mecca,  the 
arms  and  the  reign  of  his  fuccelTors  extended  from 
India  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  over  the  various  and 
diftant  provinces,  which  may  be  comprifed  under 
the  nafnes  of,  I.  Perfia;  II.  Syria;  III.  Egypt; 
IV.  Africa;  and,  V.  Spain.  Under  this  general 
divifion,  I (hall  proceed  to  unfold  thefe  memorable 
tranfadlions;  difpatching  with  brevity  the  remote 
and  lefs  interefting  conquefts  of  the  Eaft,  and  re- 
ferving  a fuller  narrative  for  thofe  domeftic  coun- 
tries, which  had  been  included  within  the  pale 
of  the  Roman  empire.  Yet  I mutt:  excufe  my 
pwn  defeats  by  a juft  complaint  of  the  blindnefs 
and  infufficiency  of  my  guides.  The  Greeks,  fo 
Jo^uacious  in  controverfy,  have  not  been  anxious 
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C *1^  P*  to  ce^e^rate  the  triumphs  of  their  enemies ,0.  After 
«„  —j—  _■  a century  of  ignorance,  the  firft  annals  of  the  Mu- 
fulmans  were  collected  in  a great  meafure  from  the 
voice  of  tradition".  Among  the  numerous  pro- 
ductions of  Arabic  and  Perfian  literature  ",  our  in- 
terpreters have  feledted  the  imperfeft  fketches  of  a 


10  For  the  viill>  and  viii,h  century,  we  have  fcarcely  any  original 
evidence  of  the  Byzantine  hiftoi  ians,  except  the  Chronicles  of  Theo- 
phanes  (Theophanis  Confeflbris  Chronographia,  Gr.  et  Lat.  cum 
notis  Jacobi  Goar.  Paris,  1655,  in  folio)  ; and  the  Abridgment  of 
Nicephorus  (Nicephori  Patriarch*  C.  P.  Breviarium  Hiftoricuin, 
Gr.  et  Lat.  Paris,  1648,  in  folio),  who  both  lived  in  the  beginning 
of  the  ixlh  century  (fee  Hanckius  de  Scriptor.  Byzant.  p.  100—246.). 
Their  contemporary  Photius  does  not  feem  to  be  more  opulent.  After 
praifing  the  ftyle  of  Nicephoros,  he  adds,  Kai  o\u>!  vjX\ut  irirov 
at/Ts  aaoy.fvirrcfi.isoi;  t>»e  t>h  iroiior,  t<i  j-viygjt$r,  and  only  complains 
of  his  extreme  brevity  (Pilot.  Bibliot.  cod.  lxvi.  p.  too.).  Some  ad- 
ditiops  may  be  gleaned  from  the  more  recent  biftories  of  Cedrenus  and 
Zonaras  of  the  xilh  century. 

11  Tabari,  or  A1  Tabari,  a native  of  Taborcftan,  a famous  Imam 
of  Bagdad,  and  the  Livy  of  the  Arabians,  finilhed  his  general  hiftory 
in  the  year  of  the  Hegira  302  (A.  D.  914).  At  the  requeft  of  his 
friends,  he  reduced  a work  of  30,000  (heets  to  a more  reafonable  fize. 
But  his  Arabic  original  is  known  only  by  the  Perfian  and  Turkilh 
verfions.  The  Saracenic  hiftory  of  Ebn  Amid,  or  Elmacin,  is  faitl 
to  be  an  abridgment  of  the  great  Tabari  (Otkley’s  Hift.  of  the  Sara-  * 
cens,  vo).  ii.  preface,  p.  xxxix.  and,  lift  of  authors,  d’Herbelot,  p. 
866.  S70.  1014.). 

11  BefiJes  the  lifts  of  authors  framed  by  Prideaux  (Life  of  Maho- 
met, p.  179 — 189.),  Ockley  (at  the  end  of  his  fecond  volume),  and 
Petit  de  la  Croix  (Hift.  de  Gengifcan,  p.  325— 550.),  we  find  in  the 
Bibliolheque  Oiientale  Tarikb,  a catalogue  of  two  or  three  hundred 
. hiftories  or  chronicles  of  the  Eaft,  of  which  not  more  than  three  or 
four  are  older  than  Tabari.  A lively  (ketch  of  Oriental  literature  is 
given  by  Reifke  (in  his  Prodidagmata  ad  Hagji  Chalif*  librum  rae- 
morialem  ad  calcem  Abulfedse  Tabulse  Syrir,  I.ipfiie,  1766);  but 
his  projeft  and  the  French  verfion  of  Petit  de  la  Croix  (Hift.  de  Ti- 
uiur  Bee,  tom.  i.  preface,  p.  xlv.)  have  fallen  to  the  ground. 
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more  recent  age  The  art  and  genius  of  hiftory  c ha  p. 
have  ever  been  unknown  to  the  Afiatics'4;  they  are  ■ / ~ . 

ignorant  of  the  laws  of  criticifm;  and  our  monkifh 
chronicles  of  the  fame  period  may-  be  compared  to 
their  moft  popular  works,  which  are  never  vivified 
by  the  fpirit  of  philofophy  and  freedom.  The 
Oriental  library  of  a Frenchman  15  would  inftruft 
the  moft  learned  mufti  of  the  Eaft;  and  perhaps 
the  Arabs  might  not  find  in  a fingle  hiftorian,  fo 
clear  and  comprehenfive  a narrative  of  their  own 

The  particular  hiftorians  and  geographers  will  be  occafionally 
introduced.  The  four  following  titles  reprefent  the  annals,  which 
have  guided  me  in  this  general  narrative,  i.  Annates  Eutycbii,  Pa - 
triarcba  Alexandrini,  ab  Edwardo  Pocockio,  Oxon,  1656,  2 vots.  in  4'o, 

A pompous  edition  of  an  indifferent  author,  tranflated  by  Pocock  to 
gratify  the  prefbyterian  prejudices  of  his  friend  Selden.  2.  Hifioria 
Saracenica  Georgii  Eintacini , opera  et  fiudio  Tbcma  Erpenii , in  410,  Lugd- 
Batavornm,  1625.  He  is  faid  to  have  haltily  tranflated  a corrupt  MS. 
and  his  verfion  is  often  deficient  in  ftyle  and  fenfe.  3.  Hifioria  compete- 
diofa  Dynajitarum  a Gregorio  Abulpbaragto , interprets  Edwardo  l ocockio , in  4to, 

Oxon,  1663.  More  uleful  for  the  literary  than  the  civil  hiftory  of  the 
Eaft.  4.  Akufeda  Anna  ei  Mojlrmici  ad  Ann.  Hegira  ccccvi.  a Jo.  7ac'  , 

Reijie,  m 4to,  l ipjia,  17J4.  The  belt  of  our  Chronicles,  both  for 
the  original  and  verfion,  yet  how  far  below  the  name  of  Abulfeda. 

We  know  that  he  wrote  at  Hamah,  in  the  xiv,h  century.  The  three 
former  were  Chriftians  of  the  x’h,  xiith,  and  xiiith  centuries  ; the  two 
firft,  natives  of  Egypt,  a Melchite,  patriarcn,  and  a Jacobite  feribe. 

**  M.  du  Guignes  (Hift.  des  Huns,  torn.  i.  prcf.  p.  xix,  xx.) 
has  charafterifed,  with  truth  and  knowledge,  the  two  forts  of  Arabian 
hiftorians,  the  dry  annaliit,  and  the  tumid  and  flowery  orator. 

'J  Bibliotheque  Orientale,  par  M.  d'Herbelot,  in  folio,  Paris,  1697. 

For  the  charaftcr  of  the  relpeftable  author,  confult  his  friend  Theve- 
not  (Voyages  du  Levant  parti,  ch.  1.).  His  work  is  an  agree- 
able mifcejlany,  which  muft  gratify  every  tafte ; but  I never  can 
digelt  the  alphabetical  order,  and  I find  him  more  iatisfattory  in  the 
Perfian  than  the  Arabic  hiftory.  The  recent  tupplemcnt  from  the 
papers  of  M.  M.  Vifdelou  and  Galland  (in  folio.  La  Haye,  1779) 
is  of  a different  call,  a medley  of  tales,  proverbs,  and  Chinefe  anti- 
quities. 
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C "l?  P’  exP^°'ts>  as  which  will  be  deduced  in  the 
. _ 1 1 enfuing  fheets. 

IWia'0" °f  ^ In  the  firft  year  of  the  firfl  caliph,  his  lieute- 
a.  D’632.  nant  Caled,  the  fword  of  God,  and  the  fcourge  of 
the  infidels,  advanced  to  the  banks  of  the  Eu- 
phrates, and  reduced  the  cities  of  Anbar  and  Hira. 
Weftward  of  the  ruins  of  Babylon,  a tribe  of  fe- 
dentary  Arabs  had  fixed  themfelves  on  the  verge  of 
the  defert  ; and  Hira  was  the  feat  of  a race  of 
kings  who  had  embraced  the  Chriftian  religion,  and 
reigned  above  fix  hundred  years  under  the  fhadow  of 
the  throne  of  Perfia16.  The  laft  of  the  Mondars  was 
defeated  and  (lain  by  Caled  j his  fon  was  fent  a cap- 
tive to  Medina  j his  nobles  bowed  before  the  fuc- 
ceffor  of  the  prophet ; the  people  was  tempted  by 
the  example  and  fuccefs  of  their  countrymen  i and 
the  caliph  accepted  as  the  firft  fruits  of  foreign  con- 
queft,  an  annual  tribute  of  feventy  thoufand  pieces 
of  gold.  The  conquerors,  and  even  their  hifto- 
rians,  were  aftonifhed  by  the  dawn  of  their  future 
greatnefs  : “ In  the  fame  year,”  fays  Elmacin, 
Caled  fought  many  fignal  battles  j an  immenfe 
multitude  of  the  infidels  was  flaughtered ; and 
fpoils,  infinite  and  innumerable,  were  acquired 
u by  the  victorious  Modems'7,”  But  the  invin- 
cible 

tn  Pocotk  will  explain  the  chronology  (Specimen  Hift.  Ara- 
%um,  p.  66  — 74  ),  and  d’Anviile  the  geography  (l’Euphrate  et  le 
Tigre,  p.  125. ),  of  the  dynafty  of  the  Almondara.  The  Englifh 
fcholar  underrtood  more  Arabic  than  the  Mufti  of  Aleppo  (Ock- 
ley,  vol.  ii.  p.  34..)  : the  French  geographer  is  equally  at  home  in 
every  age  and  every  climate  of  the  world, 

•7  Fecit  et  Chaled  plurima  in  hoc  anno  praelia,  in  quibus  vicerunt 
Muflimi,  et  inJiMum  immensa  multitudine  occisa  fpolia  infinita  et 
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cible  Caled  was  foon  transferred  to  the  Syriart  c p* 
war  : the  invafion  of  the  Perfian  frontier  was  con-  ...  > ' j 
dufted  by  lefs  active  or  lefs  prudent  commanders  : 
the  Saracens  were  repulfed  with  lofs  in  the  pafiage 
of  the  Euphrates ; and,  though  they  chaftifed  the 
infolcnt  purfuit  of  the  Magians,  their  remaining 
forces  (till  hovered  in  the  defert  of  Babylon. 

The  indignation  and  fears  of  the  Perfians  fuf-  Battle  of 
pended  for  a moment  their  inteftine  divifions.  By  aTd!^. 
the  unanimous  fentence  of  the  priefts  and  nobles, 
their  queen  Arzema  was  depofed  ■,  the  fixth  of  the 
tranfient  ufurpers,  who  had  arifen  and  vanifhed  in 
three  or  four  years,  fince  the  death  of  Chofroes  and 
the  retreat  of  Heraclius.  Her  tiara  was  placed  on 
the  head  of  Yezdegerd,  the  grandfon  of  Chofroes ; 
and  the  fame  jera,  which  coincides  with  an  aftro- 
nomical  period  ,8,  has  recorded  the  fall  of  the  Saf- 
fanian  dynaftv  and  the  religion  of  Zoroafter  '9.  The 

innnmera  font  nafti  (Hid.  Saracenica,  p.  10.).  The  Chriftian  annalitt 
Aides  into  the  national  and  compendious  term  of  irjideh,  and  I often 
adopt  (I  hope  without  fcandal)  this  charadteriftic  mode  of  expreffion. 

18  A cycle  of  iso  years,  the  end  of  which  an  intercalary  month 
of  30  days  fupplied  the  life  of  our  Biflextile,  and  reftored  the  integrity 
of  the  fotar  year.  In  a great  revolution  of  1440  years,  this  intercala- 
tion was  fucceflively  removed  from  the  firlt  to  the  twelfth  month  5 but 
Hyde  and  Freret  are  involved  in  a profound  controverfy,  whether 
the  twelve,  or  only  eight  of  thefe  changes  were  accompli/hed  before 
rhe  sera  of  Yezdegerd,  which  is  unatiimouAy  fixed  to  the  16th  of 
June  A.  D.  631.  How  Jaborioufly  does  the  curious  fpirit  of  Eu- 
rope explore  the  darkeft  and  molt  diftant  antiquities  (Hyde,  de  Reli- * 
gione  Perfarum,  c.  14— 18.  p.  181—211.  Freret,  in  the  Mem.de 
1’Acadcmie  des  Inscriptions,  tom.  xvi.  p.  133 — 167.)! 

•9  Nine  days  after  the  death  of  Mahomet  (7th  June  A.  D.  632), 
we  find  the  sera  of  Yezdegerd  (16th  June  A.  D.  CjzJ,  and  his  . 
acceflion  cannot  be  poftponed  beyond  the  end  of  the  fir  ft  year.  His 
predereflbrs  could  not  therefore  refilt  the  arms  of  the  caliph  Omar, 
and  theie  unqueftionable  dates  overthrow  the  thoughtlefs  chronology 
of  Abulpharagius.  See  Ockley’s  Hift.  of  the  Saracens,  vol.  i.  p.  130.  , 
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C HLf  P"  Fout^  anc*  inexperience  of  the  prince,  he  was  only 
v — ■ fifteen  years  of  age,  declined  a perilous  encounter  : 
the  royal  dandard  was  delivered  into  the  hands  of 
his  general  Ruftam  ; and  a remnant  of  thirty  thou- 
fand  regular  troops  was  fwelled  in  truth,  or  in  opi- 
nion, to  one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  fubje&s, 
or  allies,  of  the  great  king.  The  Modems,  whofc 
numbers  were  reinforced  from  twelve  to  thirty  thou- 
fand, had  pitched  their  camp  in  the  plains  of  Ca- 
defia 10 : and  their  line,  though  it  confided  of  fewer 
men,  could  produce  more  foldiers  than  the  unwieldy 
hod  of  the  infidels.  I diall  here  obferve  what  I 
mud  often  repeat,  that  the  charge  of  the  Arabs 
was  not  like  that  of  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  the 
effort  of  a firm  and  compaft  infantry:  their  mili- 
tary force  was  chiefly  formed  of  cavalry  and  archers; 
and  the  engagement,  which  was  often  interrupted 
and  often  renewed  by  fingle  combats  and  flying 
fkirmilhes,  might  be  protradled  without  any  de- 
cifive  event  to  the  continuance  of  feveral  days. 
The  periods  of  the  battle  of  Cadefia  were  didin- 
guiihed  by  their  peculiar  appellations.  The  fird, 
from  the  well-timed  appearance  of  fix  thoufand  of 
the  Syrian  brethren,  was  denominated  the  day  of 
Juccour.  The  day  of  concujfion  might  exprefs  the 
diforder  of  one,  or  perhaps  of  both,  of  the  con- 
tending armies.  The  third,  a no&urnal  tumult,  - 
received  the  whimfical  name  of  the  night  of  barking, 
from  the  difcordant  clamours,  which  were  com- 

.q.; 

40  Cadefia,  fays  the  Nubian  geographer  (p.  m.),  is  in  margins* 
folitudinis,  61  leagues  from  Bagdad,  and  two  Nations  from  Cufa. 
Otter  (Voyage,  tom.  i.  p.  1S3.)  reckons  15  leagues,  and  obfeives, 
that  the  place  is  fupplied  with  dates  and  water. 
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pared  to  the  inarticulate  founds  of  the  fierced  ani-  chap. 
mals.  The  morning  of  the  fucceeding  day  deter-  f 

mined  the  fate  of  Perfia ; and  a feafonable  whirl- 
wind drove  a cloud  of  dud  againd  the  faces  of  the 
unbelievers.  The  clangor  of  arms  was  re-echoed 
to  the  tent  of  Rudam,  who,  far  unlike  the  ancient 
hero  of  his  name,  was  gently  reclining  in  a cool 
and  tranquil  (hade,  amidd  the  baggage  of  his 
camp,  and  the  train  of  mules  that  were  laden  with 
gold  and  filver.  On  the  (bund  of  danger  he  darted 
from  his  couch ; but  his  flight  was  overtaken  by  a 
valiant  Arab,  who  caught  him  by  the  foot,  druck 
off  his  head,  hoided  it  on  a lance,  and  indantly 
returning  to  the  field  of  battle,  carried  (laughter 
and  difmay  among  the  thicked  ranks  of  the  Per- 
fians.  The  Saracens  confefs  a lols  of  feven  thou- 
fand  five  hundred  men;  and  the  battle  of  Cadefia 
is  judly  defcribed  by  the  epithets  of  obdinate  and 
atrocious  The  dandard  of  the  monarchy  was 
overthrown  and  captured  in  the  field — a leathern 
apron  of  a blackfmith,  who,  in  ancient  times,  had 
arifen  the  deliverer  of  Perfia ; but  this  badge  of 
heroic  poverty  was  difguifed,  and  almod  concealed 
by  a profufion  of  precious  gems  After  this  vic- 
tory, the  wealthy  province  of  Irak  or  Aflyria  fub- 
mitted  to  the  caliph,  and  his  conqueds  were  firmly 
edablifhed  by  the  fpeedy  foundation  of  Baffora  *3,  a 

place 

**  Atrox,  contumax,  plus  femel  renovatum,  are  the  well-chofen 
expreflions  of  the  tranflatorof  Abulfeda  (Reilke,  p 69.). 

11  D'Heibefot,  Bibliotheque  Orientale,  p.  197.  348. 

*!  The  reader  may  fatisfy  himfelf  on  the  fubjefl  of  BalTora,  by 
conftilting  the  following  writers  : Geograph.  Nubienf.  p.  1 2 1. 

D'Heibtlqt,  Bibliotheque  Orientale,  p.  191.  D’Anville,  L'Euphrate 
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chap,  place  which  ever  commands  the  trade  and  naviga- 
. j11,  f tion  of  the  Perfians.  At  the  diftance  of  fourfcore 
miles  from  the  Gulf,  the  Euphrates  and  Tigris  unite 
in  a broad  and  direct  current,  which  is  aptly  ftyled 
the  river  of  the  Arabs.  In  the  mid-way,  between 
the  junftion  and  die  mouth  of  thefe  famous  dreams, 
the  new  fettlement  was  planted  on  the  weftern  bank  j 
the  firft  colony  was  compofed  of  eight  hundred 
Modems  ; but  the  influence  of  the  fituation  foon 
reared  a flourilhing  and  populous  capital.  The  air, 
though  exceflively  hot,  is  pure  and  healthy:  the 
meadows  are  filled  with  palm-trees  and  cattle ; and 
one  of  the  adjacent  vallies  has  been  celebrated 
Founda-  among  the  four  paradifes  or  gardens  of  Afia.  Under 
Baiibia  t^ic  ca^P^s>  the  jurifdi£tion  of  this  Arabian  co- 
lony extended  over  the  fouthern  provinces  of  Perfia: 
the  city  has  been  fandtified  by  the  tombs  of  the 
companions  and  martyrs ; and  the  vefTels  of  Eu- 
rope ftill  frequent  the  port  of  Baflora,  as  a conve- 
nient llation  and  paflage  of  the  Indian  trade. 

Sack  of  After  the  defeat  of  Cadefia,  a country  interfered 
by  rivers  and  canals  might  have  oppofed  an  in- 
March.  ’ fuperable  barrier  to  the  victorious  cavalry;  and  the 
walls  of  Ctefiphon  or  Madayn,  which  had  refilled 
the  battering-rams  of  the  Romans,  would  not  have 
yielded  to  the  darts  of  the  Saracens.  But  the  fly- 
ing Perfians  were  overcome  by  the  belief,  that  the 
laft  day  of  their  religion  and  empire  was  at  hand : 

et  le  Tigre,  p.  130.  133.  145.  Raynal,  Hift.  Philofophique  de* 
deux  Indes,  tom.  ii.  p.  91—100.  Voyages  di  Pietro  della  Valle, 
tom.  iv.  p.  370—391.  De  Tavernier,  tom.  i.  p.  240—147.  De 
Thevenot,  tom.  ii.  p.545— 384.  D'Otter,  tom.  ii.  p.  45—78.  De 
Niebuhr,  tom.  ii.  p,  172 — >99* 
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the  ftrongeft  polls  were  abandoned  by  treachery  or  c **  A P- 
cowardice ; and  the  king,  with  a part  of  his  family  , v ..j 
and  treafures,  efcaped  to  Holwan  at  the  foot  of  the 
Median  hills.  In  the  third  month  after  the  battle. 

Said,  the  lieutenant  of  Omar,  palled  the  Tigris 
without  oppofition ; the  capital  was  taken  by  af- 
faultj  and  the  diforderly  reliftance  of  the  people 
gave  a keener  edge  to  the  fabres  of  the  Modems, 
who  fhouted  with  religious  tranfport,  “ This  is  the 
*c  white  palace  of  Chofroes,  this  is  the  promife  cf 
<c  the  apoftle  of  God!”  The  naked  robbers  of  the 
defert  were  fuddenly  enriched  beyond  the  meafure 
of  their  hope  or  knowledge.  Each  chamber  re- 
vealed a new  treafure  fecreted  with  art,  or  often- 
tatioufly  difplayed;  the  gold  and  filver,  the  various 
"wardrobes  and  precious  furniture,  furpafled  (fays 
Abulfeda)  the  eftimate  of  fancy  or  numbers  and 
another  hiftorian  defines  the  untold  and  almolt  in- 
finite mafs,  by  the  fabulous  computation  of  three 
thoufands  of  thoufands  of  thoufands  of  pieces  of 
gold  *\  Some  minute  though  curious  fads  repre- 
fent  the  contrail  of  riches  and  ignorance.  From 
the  remote  illands  of  the  Indian  Ocean,  a large 
provifion  of  camphire 15  had  been  imported,  which 

*+  Mente  vix  poteft  numerove  comprehendi  quanta  fpoiia  .... 
noftris  ceflerint.  Abulfeda,  p.  69.  Yet  1 Hill  fufpeft,  that  the  ex- 
travagant numbers  of  Elmacin  may  be  the  error,  not  of  the  text,  but 
of  the  verfion.  The  bed  tranflators  from  the  Greek,  for  inftancc,  1 
find  to  be  very  poor  arithmeticians. 

*5  The  camphire  tree  grows  in  China  and  Japan  ; but  many 
hundred  weight  of  thofe  meaner  forts  are  exchanged  for  a fingle  pound 
of  the  more  precious  gum  of  Borneo  and  Sumatra  (Raynal,  Hid. 

Philofoph.  tom.  i.  p.  j6a--365,  Di&ionnaire  d'Hift.  Naturelle 
par  Bomare.  Millar’s  Gardener’s  Difbonary).  Thefe  may  be  the 
illands  of  the  firft  climate  from  whence  the  Arabians  imported  their 
camphire  (Geograph.  Nub.  p.  34,  35.  d’Herbelot,  p.  23a.). 
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is  employed  with  a mixture  of  wax  to  illuminate 
the  palaces  of  the  Eaft.  Strangers  to  the  name 
and  properties  of  that  odoriferous  gum,  the  Sara- 
cens, miftaking  it  for  fait,  mingled  the  camphire  in 
their  bread,  and  were  aftonifbed  at  the  bitternefs  of 
the  tafte.  One  of  the  apartments  of  the  palace 
was  decorated  with  a carpet  of  filk,  fixty  cubits  in 
length,  and  as  many  in  breadth : a paradile  or  gar- 
den was  dep'nftured  on  the  ground;  the  flowers,' 
fruits,  and  fhrubs  were  imitated  by  the  figures  of 
the  gold  embroidery,  and  the  colours  of  the  pre- 
cious ftones ; and  the  ample  fquare  was  encircled 
by  a variegated  and  verdant  border.  The  Ara- 
bian general  perfuaded  his  foldiers  to  relinquifh 
their  claim,  in  the  reafonable  hope,  that  the  eyes 
of  the  caliph  would  be  delighted  with  the  fplendid 
workmanfliip  of  nature  and  induftry.  Regardlefs 
of  the  merit  of  art  and  the  pomp  of  royalty,  the 
rigid  Omar  divided  the  prize  among  his  brethren 
of  Medina:  the  pitture  was  deftroyed;  but  fuch 
was  the  intrinfic  value  of  the  materials,  that  the 
fhare  of  Ali  alone  was  fold  for  twenty  thoufand 
drams.  A mule  that  carried  away  the  tiara  and 
cuirafs,  the  belt  and  bracelets  of  Chofroes,  was 
overtaken  by  the  purfuers ; the  gorgeous  trophy 
was  prefented  to  the  commander  of  the  faithful, 
and  the  graveft  of  the  companions  condefcended  to 
fmile  when  they  beheld  the  white  beard,  hairy  arms, 
and  uncouth  figure  of  the  veteran,  who  was  in- 
verted with  the  fpoiis  of  the  great  king  *6.  The  facie 
of  Ctefiphon  was  followed  by  its  defertion  and  gra- 

• j ••  * 

*ft  See  Gagnier,  Vie  de  Mahomet,  tom.  r.  p.  37ft,  377.  I may 
credit  the  fact,  without  believing  the  propltecy. 
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dual  decay.  The  Saracens  difliked  the  air  and 
Iituation  of  the  place,  and  Omar  was  advifed  by 
his  general  to  remove  the  feat  of  government  to 
the  weftern  fide  of  the  Euphrates.  In  every  age 
the  foundation  and  ruin  of  the  Aflyrian  cities  has 
been  eafy  and  rapid ; the  country  is  deftitute  of 
ftone  and  timber,  and  the  moft  folid  ftruftures  17 
are  compofed  of  bricks  baked  in  the  fun,  and 
joined  by  a cement  of  the  native  bitumen.  The 
name  of  Cufa  *8  defcribes  an  habitation  of  reeds  and 
earth ; but  the  importance  of  the  new  capital  was 
fupported  by  the  numbers,  wealth,  and  fpirit  of  a 
colony  of  veterans ; and  their  licentioufnefs  was  in- 
dulged by  the  wifeft  caliphs,  who  were  apprehenfive 
of  provoking  the  revolt  of  an  hundred  thoufand 
fwords:  “ Ye  men  of  Cufa,”  faid  Ali,  who  foli- 
cited  their  aid,  “ you  have  been  always  confpicu- 
*c  ous  by  your  valour.  You  conquered  the  Per- 
xt  fian  king,  and  fcattered  his  forces,  till  you  had 
ft  taken  pofiefiion  of  his  inheritance.”  This 
mighty  conqueft  was  atchieved  by  the  battles  of 
J alula  and  Nehavend.  After  the  lofs  of  the  for- 
mer, Yezdegerd  fled  from  Holwan,  and  concealed 
his  fhame  and  defpair  in  the  mountains  of  Farfiftan* 
from  whence  Cyrus  had  defcended  with  his  equal 
and  valiant  companions.  The  courage  of  the  na- 
tion furvived  that  of  the  monarch}  among  the 


37* 


CHAP. 

LI. 


Founda- 
tion of 
Cufa. 


*7  The  moft  confiderable  ruins  of  Aflyria  are  the  tower  of  Bel  us, 
at  Babylon,  and  the  hall  of  Chofroes,  at  Ctcfiphon : they  have  been 
vifited  by  that  vain  and  curious  traveller  Pietro  della  Valle  (tom.  i. 
p.  713-718.  73»— 73S'). 

Confult  the  article  of  Ccufab  in  the  Bibliotheque  of  d’Herbelot 
(p.  177,  278.),  and  the  fecond  volume  of  Ockiey’s  Hiftory,  parti- 
cularly p.  40.  and  133, 
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C P*  t0  t^ie  ^out^  °t  Ecbatana  or  Hamadan,  on« 
u — » hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  Perfians  made  a third 
and  final  (land  for  their  religion  and  country j and 
the  decifive  battle  of  Nehavend  was  ftyled  by  the 
Arabs  the  victory  of  vidlories.  If  it  be  true  that 
the  flying  general  of  the  Perfians  was  ftopt  and 
overtaken  in  a crowd  of  mules  and  camels  laden 
with  honey,  the  incident,  however  flight  or  An- 
gular, will  denote  the  luxurious  impediments  of 
an  Oriental  army1*. 

Conqueft  The  geography  of  Perfia  is  darkly  delineated  by 
° a.. 'd*’  the  Greeks  and  Latins ; but  the  mofl  illuftrious  of 
637—651.  hep  cities  appear  to  be  more  ancient  than  the  in- 
vafion  of  the  Arabs.  By  the  redudtion  of  Ha- 
madan and  Ifpahan,  of  Cafwin,  Tauris,  and  Rei, 
they  gradually  approached  the  fhores  of  the  Caf- 
pian  Sea ; and  the  orators  of  Mecca  might  applaud 
the  fuccefs  and  fpirit  of  the  faithful,  who  had  al- 
ready loft  fight  of  the  northern  bear,  and  had  al- 
- moft  tranfcended  the  bounds  of  the  habitable 
world  3°.  Again  turning  towards  the  Weft  and  the 
Roman  empire,  they  repafied  the  Tigris  over  the 
bridge  of  Moful,  and,  in  the  captive  provinces  of 


*9  Seethe  article  of  Ntbavtni,  in  d'Herbelot,  p.  667,  668.;  and 
Voyages  en  Turquie  eten  Perfe,  par  Otter,  tom.  i.  p.  191. 

1°  It  is  in  fuch  a ftyle  of  ignorance  and  wonder  that  the  Athe- 
nian orator  deferibes  the  Ardic  conquelis  of  Alexander,  who  never 
advanced  beyond  the  (holes  of  the  Cafpian.  2f*T» 

xat  Tmc  oixypurr.c,  oXryw  %a<rtK  (xi&nrxxit.  Efchines  contra  Ctefi- 
photitem,  tom.  iii.  p.  554-  edit.  Grsec.  Orator.  Reiike.  This  me- 
morable caufe  was  pleaded  at  Athens,  Oiymp,  cxii.  3.  (before  Chrift 
330),  in  the  autumn  (Taylcr,  pr*fat.  p.  370,  Sc c.),  about  a year 
after  the  battle  of  Arbela  ; and  Alexander,  in  the  purfuit  of  Darius, 
was  inarching  towards  Hyrcania  and  Badriana, 
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Armenia  and  Mefopotamia,  embraced  their  vifto-  c *jf  A p* 
rious  brethren  of  the  Syrian  army.  From  the  » 

palace  of  Madayn  their  Eaftern  progrefs  was  not 
Jefs  rapid  or  extenfive.  They  advanced  along  the 
Tigris  and  the  Gulfj  penetrated  through  the  pafics 
of  the  mountains  into  the  valley  of  Eftachar  or  Per- 
lepolis ; and  profaned  the  laft  fanftuary  of  the  Ma- 
gian  empire.  The  grandfon  of  Chofroes  was  nearly 
furprifed  among  the  falling  columns  and  mutilated 
figures;  a fad  emblem  of  the  paft  and  prefent  for- 
tune of  Perfia  31 : he  fled  with  accelerated  hafte  over 
the  defert  of  Kirman,  implored  the  aid  of  the  war- 
like Segeftans,  and  fought  an  humble  refiige  on  the 
verge  of  the  Turkifh  and  Chinefe  power.  But  a 
victorious  army  is  infenfible  of  fatigue : the  Arabs 
divided  their  forces  in  the  purfuit  of  a timorous 
enemy ; and  the  caliph  Othman  promifed  the  go- 
vernment of  Chorafan  to  the  firfl:  general  who 
Ihould  enter  that  large  and  populous  country,  the 
kingdom  of  the  ancient  Baftrians.  The  condition 
was  accepted ; the  prize  was  deferved ; the  ftan- 
dard  of  Mahomet  was  planted  on  the  walls  of  Herat, 

Merou,  and  Balch ; and  the  fuccefsful  leader  nei- 
ther halted  nor  repofed  till  his  foaming  cavalry  had 
tailed  the  waters  of  the  Oxus.  In  the  public  an- 
archy, the  independent  governors  of  the  cities  and 
caftles  obtained  their  feparate  capitulations  : the 
terms  were  granted  or  impofed  by  the  efteem,  the 

3*  We  are  indebted  for  this  curious  particular  to  the  Dynafties  of 
Abulpharagius,  p.  116. ; but  it  is  needlefs  to  prove  the  identity  of 
Eftachar  and  Perfepolis  (d’Herbelot,  p.  3*7.)  ; and  ftill  more  need- 
lefs to  copy  the  drawings  and  defcriptions  of  Sir  John  Chardin,  or 
Corneille  le  Bruyn. 
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C P’  P^dence,  or  the  companion,  of  the  vi&ors  j and  a 

v — Ample  profefllon  of  faith  eftablifhed  the  diftindion 
between  a brother  and  a Have.  After  a noble  de- 
fence, Harmozan,  the  prince  or  fatrap  of  Ahwaz 
and  Sufa,  was  compelled  to  furrender  his  perfon 
and  his  ftate  to  the  difcretion  of  the  caliph  j and 
their  interview  exhibits  a portrait  of  the  Arabian 
manners.  In  the  prefence,  and  by  the  command, 
of  Omar,  the  gay  Barbarian  was  defpoiled  of  his 
Aiken  robes  embroidered  with  gold,  and  of  his 
tiara  bedecked  with  rubies  and  emeralds:  " Are 
“ you  now  fenfible,”  Laid  the  conqueror  to  his 
naked  captive ; “ are  you  now  fenfible  of  the  judg- 
*c  ment  of  God,  and  of  the  different  rewards  of  in- 
“ fidelity  and  obedience  ?”  “ Alas  !”  replied  Har- 
mozan, <c  I feel  them  too  deeply.  In  the  days  of 
our  common  ignorance,  we  fought  with  the 
<f  weapons  of  the  flefh,  and  my  nation  was  fupe- 
*c  rior.  God  was  then  neuter : fince  he  has  ef- 
€t  poufed  your  quarrel,  you  have  fubverted  our 
<c  kingdom  and  religion.”  Oppreffed  by  this 
painful  dialogue,  the  Perfian  complained  of  into- 
lerable thirft,  but  difcovered  fome  apprehenfions 
left  he  fhould  be  killed  whilft  he  was  drinking  a * 
cup  of  water.  “ Be  of  good  courage,”  faid  the 
caliph,  “ your  life  is  fafe  till  you  have  drank  this 
**  water  :”  the  crafty  fatrap  accepted  the  affurance, 
and  inftantly  dafhed  the  vafe  againft  the  ground. 
Omar  would  have  avenged  the  deceit  j but  his- 
companions  reprefented  the  fandlity  of  an  oath  j 
and  the  fpeedy  converfion  of  Harmozan  entitled 
him  not  only  to  a free  pardon,  but  even  to  a ftipend 
of  two  thoufand  pieces  of  gold.  The  adminiftra- 
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tion  of  Perfia  was  regulated  by  an  aftual  furvey  c ^ A P. 
of  the  people,  the  cattle,  and  the  fruits  of  the  w- yl— # 
earth  3ij  and  this  monument,  which  attefts  the  vi- 
gilance of  the  caliphs,  might  have  inftrufted  the 
philefophers  of  every  age33. 

The  flight  of  Yezdegerd  had  carried  him  be-  Death  of 
yond  the  Oxus,  and  as  far  as  the  Jaxartes,  two  ’** 
rivers 34  of  ancient  and  modern  renown,  which  a.d.  651. 
defcend  from  the  mountains  of  India  towards  the 
Cafpian  Sea.  He  was  hofpitably  entertained  by 
Tarkhan,  prince  of  Fargana  35,  a fertile  province 
on  the  Jaxartes  j the  king  of  Samarcand,  with 
theTurkifh  tribes  of  Sogdiana  and  Scythia,  were 
moved  by  the  lamentations  and  promifes  of  the 
fallen  monarch  j and  he  folicited  by  a fuppliant 
embafly,  the  more  folid  and  powerful  friendfhip  of 
the  emperor  of  China3*.  The  virtuous  Tait- 

fong, 

1*  After  the  conqueft  of  Perfia,  Theophanes  adds,  avru  it  to 
Jfforai  txt^tvtret  Ovuz; atayfapr, iai  mai  rw  vit  aiTo» 

.ryttiro  i»  r,  aviypatpri  jca.i  atSfu irvt  /cat  KTtyvi  xai  tpvrut  (Chrono- 
graph. p.  1S3.). 

tt  Amidft  our  meagre  relations,  I muft  regret,  that  d’Herbclot 
has  not  found  and  ufed  a Perfian  tranfiation  of  Tabari,  enriched,  as 
be  fays,  with  many  extrails  from  the  native  hiltorians  of  the  Ghebers 
or  Magi  (Bibliotheque  Orientale,  p.  1014..). 

J*  The  mod  authentic  accounts  of  the  two  rivers,  the  Sihon  (Jax- 
artes), and  the  Gihon  (Oxus),  may  be  found  in  Sherif  al  Edrifi 
(Geograph.  Nuhienf.  p.  138.),  Abulfeda  (Defcript.  Chorafan.  in 
Hudion,  tom.  iii.  p.  13.),  Abulghazi  Khan,  who  1 cigned  on  their 
banks  (Hift.  Genealogique  des  Tatars,  p.  3a.  57.  766.),  and  the 
Turkifh  Geographer,  a MS.  in  the  king  of  France’s  library  (Examcn 
Critique  des  Hilioriens  d’Alexandre,  p.  194. — 360.). 

is  The  territory  of  Fergana  is  defcribed  by  Abulfcda,  p.  76, 

77- 

J*’Eo  redegit  anguftiarum  eundem  regem  exfulem,  ut  Turcici 
cegis,  et  Sogdiani,  et  Sinenfis,  aoxilia  mi  His  literis  imploraret 
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fong”,  the  firft  of  the  dynafty  of  the  Tang, 

. 1.,  . may  be  juftly  compared  with  the  Antonines  of 
Rome : his  people  enjoyed  the  bleffings  of  profpe- 
rity  and  peace ; and  his  dominion  was  acknow- 
ledged by  forty-four  hords  of  the  Barbarians  of 
Tartary.  His  laft  garrifons  of  Cafhgar  and  Khoten 
maintained  a frequent  intercourfc  with  their  neigh- 
bours of  the  Jaxartes  and  Oxus;  a recent  colony 
of  PerCans  had  introduced  into  China  the  aftrono- 
my  of  the  Magi ; and  T aitfong  might  be  alarmed 
by  the  rapid  progrefs  and  dangerous  vicinity  of 
the  Arabs.  The  influence,  and  perhaps  the  fup- 
plies,  of  China  revived  the  hopes  of  Yezdegerd 
and  the  zeal  of  the  worlhippers  of  fire  j and  he 
returned  with  an  army  of  Turks  to  conquer  the  in- 
heritance of  his  fathers.  The  fortunate  Modems, 
without  unfheathing  their  fwords,  were  the  fpec- 
tators  of  his  ruin  and  death.  The  grandfon  of 
Chofroes  was  betrayed  by  his  fervant,  infulted  by 
the  feditious  inhabitants  of  Merou,  and  opprefied, 
defeated,  and  purfued,  by  his  Barbarian  allies.  He 
reached  the  banks  of  a river,  and  offered  his  rings 
and  bracelets  for  an  inftant  pafiage  in  a miller’s 
boat.  Ignorant  or  infenfible  of  royal  diftrefs, 
the  ruftic  replied,  that  four  drams  of  filver  were  the 
daily  profit  of  his  mill,  and  that  he  would  not  fuf- 

(Abulfcd.  Anna),  p.  74.)-  The  connexion  of  the  Perfian  and 
Chinefe  hiftory  is  illuftrated  by  Freret  (Mem.  de  1* Academic,  tom. 
xvi.  p.  1+5 — 155.)  and  de  Guignes  (Hid.  des  Huns,  tom.  i.  p, 
54—59.  and  for  the  geography  of  the  borders,  tom.  ii.  p. 
1-43-). 

57  Hid.  Sintca,  p.41—46.  in  the  iii'*  part  of  the  Relations  Cu- 
rieufes  of  Thevenot. 

pend 
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pend  his,  work  unlefs  the  lofs  were  repaid.  In  this  chap. 
moment  of  helitation  and  delay,  the  laft  of  the  ■ _ -^1  ■ 
Saflanian  kings  was  overtaken  and  flaughtered  by 
the  Turkilh  cavalry,  in  the  nineteenth  year  of  his 
unhappy  reign38.  His  fon  Firuz,  an  humble  client 
of  the  Chinefe  emperor,  accepted  the  Ration  of 
captain  of  his  guards  ; and  the  Magian  worlhip 
was  long  preferved  by  a colony  of  loyal  exiles  in 
the  province  of  Bucharia.  His  grandfon  inherited 
the  regal  name ; but  after  a faint  and  fruitlefs  en- 
terprife,  he  returned  to  China,  and  ended  his  days 
in  the  palace  of  Sigan.  The  male  line  of  the  Saf- 
fanides  was  extindt ; but  the  female  captives,  the 
daughters  of  Perfia,  were  given  to  the  conquerors 
in  fervitude,  or  marriage ; and  theraceof  the  caliphs 
and  imams  was  ennobled  by  the  blood  of  their 
royal  mothers  ”. 

After  the  fall  of  the  Perfian  kingdom,  the  river  Theeon- 
Oxus  divided  the  territories  of  the  Saracens  and  of  Tranibxi- 
the  Turks.  This  narrow  boundary  was  foon  over-  ana»  A-D* 
leaped  by  the  fpirit  of  the  Arabs : the  governors 
of  Chorafan  extended  their  fucceflive  inroads ; and 
one  of  their  triumphs  was  adorned  with  the  bufkin 
of  a T urkifh  queen,  which  fhe  dropt  in  her  pre- 

3*  I have  endeavoured  to  harmonize  the  various  narratives  of  El- 
macin  (Hilt.  Saracen,  p.  37.),  Abulpharagius  (Dynalt.  p.  116.), 

Abulfeda  ( Annal.  p.  74.  79.),  and  d'Herbelot  (p.  483.).  The  end 
of  Yezdegerd  was  not  only  unfortunate  but  obfcure. 

39  Tlie  two  daughters  of  Yezdegerd  married  Hafian,  the  fon  of 
Ali,  and  Mohammed,  th,e  fon  of  Abubeker  j and  the  firft  of  thefc 
was  the  father  of  a numerous  progeny.  The  daughter  of  Phirouz 
became  the  wife  of  the  caliph  Walid,  and  their  fon  Yezid  derived 
his  genuine  or  fabulous  defcenl  from  theChofroesof  Perfn,  the  Cxfars 
of  Rome,  and  the  Chngans  of  the  Turks  or  Avars  (d’Herbelot,  Bib- 
lipt,  Prientale,  p.  96.  487.). 

cipitatc 
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c ha  P.  cipitatc  flight  beyond  the  hills  of  ofBochara40.  But 
« -p  ,_f  the  final  conqueit  of  Tranfoxiana  4‘,  as  well  as  of 
Spain,  was  referved  for  the  giorious  reign  of  the 
ina&ive  Walid;  and  the  name  of  Catibah,  the 
camel-driver,  declares  the  origin  and  merit  of  his 
fuccefsful  lieutenant.  While  one  of  his  colleagues 
x difplayed  the  firft  Mahometan  banner  on  the  banks 
of  the  Indus,  the  fpacious  regions  between  the 
Oxus,  thejaxartes,  and  the  Cafpian  Sea,  were 
reduced  by  the  arms  of  Catibah  to  the  obedience 
of  the  prophet  and  of  the  caliph  4*.  A tribute  of 
two  millions  of  pieces  of  gold  was  impofed  on  the 
infidels  i their  idols  weie  burnt  or  broken}  the 
Mufulman  chief  pronounced  a fermon  in  the  new 
mofch  of  Carizme;  after  feveial  battles,  the 
Turkifh  hords  were  driven  back  to  the  defert; 
and  the  emperors  of  China  folicited  the  friendihip 
of  the  victorious  Arabs.  To  their  induftry,  the 
prolperity  of  the  province,  the  Sogdiana  of  the 
ancients,  may  in  a great  meafure  be  afcribed  ; 


*s>  It  was  valued  at  »ooo  pieces  of  gold,  and  was  the  prize  of 
Obcidullah,  the  Ion  of  Ziyad,  a name  afterwards  infamous  by  the 
murder  of  Hofein  (Ockley’s  Hiftory  of  the  Saracens,  vol.  ii.  p.  142, 
*43.).  His  hrother  Salem  was  accompanied  by  his  wife,  the  firlt 
Arabian  woman  (A.  D.  680)  who  palled  the  Oxus  : (he  borrowed, 
or  rather  ftoie,  the  crown  and  jewels  of  the  princefs  of  the  Sogdiana 
(p.  231,  2J2.). 

4>  A part  of  Abulfeda’s  geography  is  tranflated  by  Greaves,  in- 
ferted  in  Hudlbn's  collection  of  the  minor  geographers  (tom.  iii.), 
and  entitled,  Dcfcriptto  Chorafmiae  ct  Alawara'eabra,  id  eft,  regi- 
onum  extra  fluvium,  Oxum,  p.  80.  The  name  of  Trans-oxiana, 
fofter  in  found,  equivalent  in  fenfe,  is  aptly  ufed  by  Petit  de  la  Croix 
(Hift.  de  Gengifcan,  &c.),  and  lome  modern  Orientalifts,  but  they 
are  miftaken  in  alcribing  it  to  the  writers  of  antiquity. 

4*  Theconquefts  of  Catibah  are  faintly  marked  by  Elmacin  (Hift. 
Saracen,  p.  84.),  d’Herbelot  (Bibliot.  Orient.  Caibab,  Samarcand , 
Valid),  and  de  Guignes  (Hift.  des  Huns,  tom.  i.  p.  58,  59.). 
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but  the  advantages  of  the  foil  and  climate  had  been  chap. 
underftood  and  cultivated  fince.  the  reign  of  the  . * 

Macedonian  kings.  Before  the  invafion  of  the 
Saracens,  Carizme,  Bocara,  and  Samarcand,  were 
rich  and  populous  under  the  yoke  of  the  fhepherds 
of  the  north.  Thefe  cities  were  furrounded  with 
a double  wall  ; and  the  exterior  fortification,  of  a 
larger  circumference,  inclofed  the  fields  and  gar- 
dens of  the  adjacent  diftridt.  The  mutual  wants 
of  India  and  Europe  were  fupplied  by  the  dili- 
gence of  the  Sogdian  merchants  j and  the  inefti- 
mable  art  of  transforming  linen  into  paper,  has 
been  diffufed  from  the  manufafture  of  Samarcand 
over  the  weftern  world  +3. 

II.  No  fooner  had  Abubeker  reftored  the  unity  invafionof 
of  faith  and  government,  than  he  difpatched  a a'd^jz. 
circular  letter  to  the  Arabian  tribes.  “ In  the 
name  of  the  moft  merciful  God,  to  the  reft  of 
tc  the  true  believers.  Health  and  happinefs,  and 
“ the  mercy  and  bleffing  of  God  be  upon  you.  I 
“ • praife  the  moft  high  God,  and  I pray  for  his  pro- 
“ phet  Mahomet.  This  is  to  acquaint  you,  that 
I intend  to  fend  the  true  believers  into  Syria 44 

“ to 

4?  A curious  defcription  of  Samarcand  is  infected  in  the  Biblio- 
theca Arabico-Hifpana,  tom.  i.  p.  208,  & c.  The  librarian  Cafiri 
(tom.  ii.  9.)  relates,  from  credible  teftimony,  that  paper  was  firft 
imported  from  China  to  Samarcand,  A.  H.  30,  and  imimttd,  or  ra- 
ther introduced,  at  Mecca,  A.  H.  88.  The  Efcurial  library  contains 
paper  MSS.  as  old  as  the  ivIh  or  vth  century  of  the  Hegira. 

4+  A frparate  hi  (lory  of  the  conqueft  of  Syria  has  been  compofed 
by  A1  Wakidi,  cadi  of  Bagdad,  who  was  born  A.  D.  748,  and 
died  A.  D.  822  : he  likewife  wrote  the  conqueft  of  Egypt,  of  Diar- 
bekir,  &c.  Above  the  meagre  and  recent  chronicles  of  the  Arabi- 
ans, A1  Wakidi  has  the  double  merit  of  antiquity  and  copioufnefs. 

His  talcs  and  traditions  afford  an  at  tleis  picture  of  the  uren  and  the 

times. 
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C *1^  P*  " t0  ta^e  out  hands  °f  £he  infidels.  And 

*— -v— ' “ I would  have  you  know,  that  the  fighting  for 
" religion  is  an  aft  of  obedience  to  God.”  His 
meflfengers  returned  with  the  tidings  of  pious  and 
martial  ardour  which  they  had  kindled  in  every 
province ; and  the  camp  of  Medina  was  fuccefiive- 
ly  filled  with  the  intrepid  bands  of  the  Saracens 
who  panted  for  aft  ion,  complained  of  the  heat  of 
the  feafon  and  the  fcarcity  of  provifions ; and  ac- 
cufed  with  impatient  murmurs  the  delays  of  the  ca- 
liph. As  foon  as  their  numbers  were  complete, 
Abubeker  afcended  the  hill,  reviewed  the  men,  the 
horfes,  and  the  arms,  and  poured  forth  a fervent 
prayer  for  the  fuccefs  of  their  undertaking.  In 
perlon,  and  on  foot,  he  accompanied  the  firft  day’s 
march ; and  when  the  blufhing  leaders  attempted 
to  difmount,  the  caliph  removed  their  fcruples  by 
a declaration,  that  thofe  who  rode,  and  thofe  who 
walked,  in  the  fervice  of  religion,  were  equally 
meritorious.  His  inftruftions  41  to  the  chiefs  of 
the  Syrian  army,  were  infpired  by  the  warlike  fa- 
naticifm  which  advances  to  feize,  and  affefts  to  de- 
Ipife,  the  objefts  of  earthly  ambition.  **  Re- 


times. Yet  his  narrative  is  too  often  defeflive,  trifling,  and  impro- 
bable. Till  fomething  better  fliall  be  found,  his  learned  and  fpirited 
interpreter  (Ockley,  in  his  Hiftory  of  the  Saracens,  vol.  i.  p.  it— 
34*.)  will  not  deferve  the  petulant  animadverhon  of  Reifke  (Prodi- 
dagmata  ad  Hagji  Chalifse  Tabulas,  p.  *36.).  I am  forty  to  think 
that  the  labours  of  Ockley  were  confummated  in  a jail  (fee  his  two 
prefaces  to  the  i«  vol.  A.  D.  1708,  to  the  1718,  with  the  liftof 
authors  at  the  end). 

+5  The  inftruftions,  See.  of  the  Syrian  war,  are  deferibed  by  A! 
Wakidi  and  Ockley,  tom.  i.  p.  *1 — *7,  &e.  In  the  fequel  it  is 
neceffary  to  contrail,  and  neediefs  to  quote  their  circumftantial  nar- 
rative, My  obligations  to  others  ihall  be  noticed. 

**  member,” 
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(f  member,”  faid  the  fuccefibr  of  the  prophet,  c HL^  p‘ 
<(  that  you  are  always  in  the  prefence  of  God,  on 
“ the  verge  of  death,  in  the  afiurance  of  judg- 
“ ment,  and  the  hope  of  paradife.  Avoid  in- 
<{  juftice  and  oppreflion ; confult  with  your  bre- 
cc  thren,  and  ftudy  to  preferve  the  love  and  con- 
u fidence  of  your  troops.  When  you  fight  the 
“ battles  of  the  Lord,  acquit  yourfelves  like  men, 

“ without  turning  your  backs  ; but  let  not  your 
<c  viftory  be  ftained  with  the  blood  of  women  or 
“ children.  Deftroy  no  palm-trees,  nor  burn  any 
u fields  of  corn.  Cut  down  no  fruit-trees,  nor 
“ do  any  mifchief  to  cattle,  only  fuch  as  you  kill 
ct  to  eat.  When  you  make  any  covenant  or  ar- 
“ tide,  Hand  to  it,  and  be  as  good  as  your  word. 

“ As  you  go  on,  you  will  find  fome  religious  per- 
“ fons  who  live  retired  in  monafteries,  and  pro- 
“ pofe  to  themfelves  to  ferve  God  that  way : let 
" them  alone,  and  neither  kill  them  nor  deftroy 
<c  their  monafteries  46 : And  you  will  find  another 
“ fort  of  people  that  belong  to  the  fynagogue  of 
“ Satan,  who  have  fhaven  crowns  47 ; be  fure  you 
“ cleave  their  fkulls,  and  give  them  no  quarter 

4#  Notwithftanding  this  precept,  M.  Pauw  (Recberches  fur  ies 
Egyptiens,  tom.  ii.  p.  194.  edit.  Laufanne)  reprefents  the  Bedoweerts 
as  the  implacable  enemies  of  the  Chriftian  monks.  For  my  own  part 
I am  more  inclined  to  fufpett  the  avarice  of  the  Arabian  robbers, 
and  the  prejudices  of  the  German  philofopher. 

47  Even  in  the  feventh  century,  the  monks  were  generally  lay- 
men j they  wore  their  hair  long  and  difhevdled,  and  (liaved  their 
heads  when  they  were  ordained  priefts.  The  circular  tonfure  was 
facred  and  myfterious  : it  was  the  crown  of  thorns ; but  it  was 
like  wife  a royal  diadem,  and  every  prieft  was  a king,  Sic.  (Tho- 
mallin,  Difcipline  de  l’Eglife,  tem.  i.  p.  7*1—758.  efpecially 
P-  7J7.  73*0* 

« till 
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C LrA  P*  tf  e’t^ier  turn  Mahometans  or  pay  trl- 

v --  j “ bute.”  All  profane  or  frivolous  converfation  j 
all  dangerous  recollection  of  ancient  quarrels,  was 
feverely  prohibited  among  the  Arabs  ; in  the  tu- 
mult of  a camp,  the  exercifes  of  religion  were  af- 
fiduoufly  praftifed  •,  and  the  intervals  of  action  were 
employed  in  prayer,  meditation,  and  the  ftudy  of 
the  Koran.  The  abufe,  or  even  the  ufe,  of  wine 
was  chaftifed  by  fourfcore  ftrokes  on  the  foies  of 
the  feet,  and  in  the  fervour  of  their  primitive  zeal 
many  fecret  finners  revealed  their  fault,  and  foli- 
cited  their  punifhment.  After  fome  hefitation  the 
command  of  the  Syrian  army  was  delegated  to 
Abu  Obeidah,  one  of  the  fugitives  of  Mecca  and 
companions  of  Mahomet ; whofe  zeal  and  devo- 
tion were  afluaged,  without  being  abated,  by  the 
lingular  mildnefs  and  benevolence  of  his  temper. 
But  in  all  the  emergencies  of  war,  the  foldiers  de- 
manded the  fuperior  genius  of  Caled ; and  who- 
ever might  be  the  choice  of  the  prince,  the  fvoord 
of  God  was  both  in  fact  and  fame  the  foremoft 
leader  of  the  Saracens.  He  obeyed  without  reluc- 
tance ; he  was  confulted  without  jealoufy  ; and  fuch 
was  the  fpirit  of  the  man,  or  rather  of  the  times, that 
Caled  profeffed  his  readinefs  to  ferve  under  the 
banner  of  the  faith,  though  it  were  in  the  hands  of  a 
child  or  an  enemy.  Glory,  and  riches,  and  do- 
minion, were  indeed  promifed  to  the  victorious 
Mufulman  ■,  but  he  was  carefully  inftrudbed,  that 
if  the  goods  of  this  life  were  his  only  incitement, 
they  likewife  would  be  his  only  reward. 

Sietre  of  One  of  the  fifteen  provinces  of  Syria,  the  cul- 
0 ra*  tivated  lands  to  the  eaftward  of  the  Jordan,  had 

. been 
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been  decorated  by  Roman  vanity  with  the  name  c 
of  Arabia 48 ; and  the  fird  arms  of  the  Saracens 
were  judified  by  the  femblance  of  a national  right. 

The  country  was  enriched  by  the  various  benefits 
of  trade ; by  the  vigilance  of  the  emperors  it  was 
covered  with  a line  of  forts } and  the  populous 
cities  of  Gerafa,  Philadelphia,  and  Bofra  4S>,  were 
fecure,  at  lead  from  a furprife,  by  the  folid  ftruc- 
ture  of  their  walls.  The  lad  of  thde  cities  was  the 
eighteenth  dation  from  Medina  : the,  road  was  fa- 
miliar to  the  caravans  of  Hejaz  and  Irak,  who  an- 
nually vifited  this  plenteous  market  of  the  province 
and  the  defert : the  perpetual  jealoufy  of  the  Arabs 
had  trained  the  inhabitants  to  arms  j and  twelve 
thoufand  horfe  could  fally  from  the  gates  of  Bofra, 
an  appellation  which  fignifies,  in  the  Syriac  lan- 
guage, a drong  tower  of  defence.  Encouraged  by 
their  fird  fuccefs  againd  the  open  towns  and  flying 
parties  of  the  borders,  a detachment  of  four  thou- 
fand Moflems  prefumed  to  fummon  and  attack  the 
fortrefs  of  Bofra.  They  were  opprefled  by  the 
numbers  of  the  Syrians;  they  were  faved  by  the 
prefence  of  Caled,'  with  fifteen  hundred  horfe : he 
blamed  the  enterprife,  redored  the  battle,  and  re- 

43  Hnic  Arabia  eft  conferta,  ex  alio  latere  Nabathasis  contigua  ; 
opima  varietatecommercioruin,  caftrifque  oppleta  validis  et  caftcllis, 
quae  ad  repel  lendos  gentium  vicinarum  excurfus,  folicitudo  per- 
viget  veterum  per  opportunos  faltos  erexit  et  cautos.  Ammian. 

JMarccllin.  xiv.  8.  Reland,  Paleftin.  tom.  i.  p.  85,  86. 

49  With  Gerafa  and  Philadelphia,  Ammianus  praifes  the  Fortifi- 
cations of  Bofra  firmitate  cautiftimas.  They  defended  the  fame 
praife  in  the  time  of  Abulfeda  (Tabul.  Syrije,  p.  99.),  who  de- 
feribes  this  city,  the  metropolis  of  Hawran  (Auranitis),  four  days 
journey  from  DamaCcus.  The  Hebrew  etymology  I karo  from  Ro- 
land, Paleftin.  tom,  ii.  p,  666, 

feued 
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fcued  his  friend,  the  venerable  Serjabil,  who  had 
vainly  invoked  the  unity  of  God  and  the  promiics 
of  the  apoftle.  After  a ffiort  paufe,  the  Modems 
performed  their  ablutions  with  fand  inftead  of  wa- 
ter 50 ; and  the  morning  prayer  was  recited  by  Ca- 
led  before  they  mounted  on  horfeback.  Confident 
in  their  ftrength,  the  people  of  Bofra  threw  open 
their  gates,  drew  their  forces  into  the  plain,  and 
fwore  to  die  in  the  defence  of  their  religion.  But 
a religion  of  peace  was  incapable  of  withftanding 
the  fanatic  cry  of  “ Fight,  fight ! Paradife,  para- 
“ dife  !”  that  re-echoed  in  the  ranks  of  the  Sara- 
cens ; and  the  uproar  of  the  town,  the  ringing  of 
bells51,  and  the  exclamations  of  the  priefts  and 
monks,  increafed  the  difmay  and  diforder  of  the 
Chriftians.  With  the  lofs  of  two  hundred  and 
thirty  men,  the  Arabs  remained  mailers  of  the 
field ; and  the  ramparts  of  Bofra,  in  expectation 
of  human  or  divine  aid,  were  crowded  with  holy 
croffes  and  confecrated  banners.  The  governor 
Romanus  had  recommended  an  early  fubmiffion  : 
defpifed  by  the  people,  and  degraded  from  his 
office,  he  Hill  retained  the  defire  and  opportunity 

5°  The  apoftle  of  a defert  and  an  army  was  obliged  to  allow  this 
ready  fuccedanetim  for  water  (Koran,  c.  iii.  p.  66.  c.  v.  p.  83.)  ; 
hut  the  Arabian  and  Perfian  cafuifts  have  emhnrraffcd  his  free  per- 
miflion  with  many  niceties  and  diftinflions  (Reland  de  Relig.  Mo- 
hammed. 1.  i.  p.  82,  83.  Chardin,  Voyages  en  Perfe,  tom.  iv.). 

J«  7 be  hells  rung  ! Ockley,  vol.  i.  p.  38.  Yet  1 much  doubt 
whether  this  exprelfion  can  be  juftified  by  the  text  of  A1  VVakidi,  or 
the  pra&ice  of  the  times.  Ad  Giaecos,  lays  the  learned  Ducange 
(dollar,  med.  et  infim.  Graecitat.  tom.  i.  p.  774-),  campanaruni 
ufus  ferius  tranlit  et  etiam  num  rariflimu9eft.  The  oldeft  example 
which  he  can  find  in  the  Byzantine  writers  is  of  the  year  10+0;  but 
the  Venetians  pretend,  that  they  introduced  belJs  at  Conftantinople 
in  the  ixtB  century. 
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df  revenge.  In  a no&urnal  interview,  he  informed 

the  enemy  of  a fubterraneous  pafiage  from  his  v 

houfe  under  the  wall  of  the  city  j the  fon  of  the 
caliph,  with  an  hundred  volunteers,  were  commit- 
ted to  the  faith  of  this  new  ally,  and  their  fuc- 
cefsful  intrepidity  gave  an  eafy  entrance  to  their 
companions.  After  Caled  had  impofed  the  terms 
of  fervitude  and  tribute,  the  apoftate  or  convert 
avowed  in  the  aflembly  of  the  people  his  merito- 
rious treafon.  “ I renounce  your  fociety,”  faid 
Romanus,  “ both  in  this  world,  arid  the  world  to 
" come.  And  I deny  him  that  was  crucified,  and 
“ whofoever  Worfhips  him.  And  I chufe  God 
<c  for  my  Lord,  I flam  for  my  faith,  Mecca  for 
**  my  temple,  the  Modems  for  my  brethren,  and 
“ Mahomet  for  my  prophet ; who  was  fent  to  lead 
“ us  into  the  right  way*  and  to  exalt  the  true  re- 
*«  ligion  in  fpite  of  thofe  who  join  partners  with 
« God.” 

The  conqueft  of  Bofra,  four  days  journey  from  Siege  or 
Damafcus5*,  encouraged  the  Arabs  to  befiege  the 
ancient  capital  of  Syria  53.  At  fomediftance  from 
the  walls,  they  encamped  among  the  groves  and 

5‘  Damafcus  is  amply  defcribed  by  the  Shcrif  al  Edrifi  (Geograph. 

Nob.  p.  il6,  117.)}  and  his  tranllator,  Sionita  (Appendix,  c.  4.)  ; 

Abulfeda  (Tabula  Syriae,  p.  100.);  Schultens  (Index  Geograph, 
ad  Vit.  Saladin)  ; d’Herbelot  (Bibiiot.  Orient,  p.  191.);  The- 
venot,  Voyage  du  Levant  (part  i.  p.  688 — 698.)  ; Maundrell  (Journey 
from  Aleppo  to  Jerufalein,  p.izi.  — 130.);  and  Pocock  (Delcription 
of  the  Eaft,  vol.  ii.  p.  117 — 117.). 

SI  Nobiliffima  civitas,  fjys  Judin.  According  to  the  Oriental 
traditions,  it  was  older  than  Abraham  or  Seiniramis.  Jofeph. 

Antiq.  Jud.  i.  i.  c.  6,  7.  p.  £4.  29.  edit,  Havercamp.  Juftin, 
xxxvi.  2.  . 

Vol.  IX.  C e fountains 
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C *LI^  f°untains  of  that  delicious  territory  5+,  and  the  ufual 
v— v — ' option  of  the  Mahometan  faith,  of  tribute,  or  of 

war,  was  propofed  to  the  refolute  citizens,  who  had  - 
' been  lately  ftrengthened  by  a reinforcement  of  five 
thoufand  Greeks.  In  the  decline  as  in  the  infancy 
of  the  military  art,  an  hoftile  defiance  was  fre- 
quently offered  and  accepted  by  the  generals  them- 
felves 5J : many  a lance  was  Ihivered  in  the  plain 
ofDamafcus,  and  the  perfonal  prowefs  of  Caled 
was  fignalized  in  the  firft  fally  of  the  befieged.  After 
an  obftinate  combat,  he  had  overthrown  and  made 
prifoner  one  of  the  Chriftian  leaders,  a (tout  and 
worthy  antagonift.  He  inftantly  mounted  a frelh 
horfe,  the  gift  of  the  governor  of  Palmyra,  and 
pufhed  forwards  to  the  front  of  the  battle.  “ Re- 
“ pofe  yourfelf  for  a moment,”  faid  his  friend 
Derar,  “ and  permit  me  to  fupply  your  place : 

“ you  are  fatigued  with  fighting  with  this  dog.” 

“ O Derar  !”  replied  the  indefatigable  Saracen, 

“ we  fhall  reft  in  the  world  to  come.  He  that  la- 
“ hours  to-day,  fhall  reft  to-morrow.”  With  the 

5+  ESji  yap  oipiat  T r,t  Aio;  xxi  t r,;  Ewat  atta 

i C O-.  a/x , Tt.j  ti;a»  KM  fXi'/i rr,i  Aauucrua  Xtyu , Toi^n  aZ.Aoif  ovu.7raeri>, 
tui  Uput  xaXXo,  km  >£«»  y.iyibn.  km  uput  tvxuifia  km  ir/iyw  ay\uiu. 
xxi  TroTa/AM  wTvrOst*  xai  yr,-:  tvpopia  n xucrat,  Sec.  Julian,  epift.  xxiv. 
p.  392.  Thefe  fplendid  epithets  are  occafioned  by  the  fig*  of  Damas- 
cus, of  which  the  author  fends  an  hundred  to  his  friend  Serapion, 
and  this  rhetorical  theme  is  inlertei  by  Petavius,  Spanheim,  Sec. 

(p.  390— 396.)  among  the  genuine  epittles  of  Julian.  How  could 
they  overlook  that  the  writer  is  an  inhabitant  of  Damafcus  (he  thrice 
affirms,  that  this  peculiar  fig  grows  only  jracp  ripii),  a city  which 
Julian  never  entered  or  approached  ? 

5!  Voltaire,  who  cafts  a keen  and  lively  glance  over  the  furfaceof 
hiftory,  has  been  (truck  with  the  refemblance  of  the  firft  Modems 
and  the  heroes  of  the  Iliad  ; the  fiege  of  Troy  and  that  of  Damafcus 
(Hift.  Generale,  tom.  i.  p.  348.). 

, fame 
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lame  unabated  ardour,  Caled  anfwered,  encountered 
and  vanquifhed  a fecond  champion ; and  the  heads 
of  his  two  captives  who  refilled  to  abandon  their 
religion  were  indignantly  hurled  into  the  midft  of 
the  city.  The  event  of  fome,  general  and  partial 
adtions  reduced  the  Damafcenes  to  a clofer  de- 
fence : but  a mefienger  whom  they  dropt  from  the 
walls,  returned  with  the  promife  of  fpeedy  and 
powerful  fuccour,  and  their  tumultuous  joy  con- 
veyed the  intelligence  to  the  camp  of  the  Arabs. 
After  fome  debate  it  was  refolved  by  the  generals 
to  raife  or  rather  to  fufpend  the  fiege  ofDamafcus, 
till  they  had  given  battle  to  the  forces  of  the  em- 
peror. In  the  retreat,  Caled  would  have  chofen 
the  more  perilous  ftation  of  the  rear- guard  ; he 
modeftly  yielded  to  the  willies  of  Abu  Obeidah. 
But  in  the  hour  of  danger  he  flew  to  the  refeue  of 
his  companion,  who  was  rudely  prefled  by  a fally 
of  fix  thoufand  horfe  and  ten  thoufand  foot,  and 
few  among  the  Chriftians  could  relate  atDamafcus 
the  circumftances  of  their  defeat.  The  importance 
of  the  conteft  required  the  junction  of  the  Saracens 
who  were  difperfed  on  the  frontiers  of  Syria  and 
Paleftinc;  and  I fliall  tranferibe  one  of  the  circu- 
lar mandates  which  was  addrefled  to  Amrou  the 
future  conqueror  of  Egypt.  “ In  the  name  of  the 
“ moft  merciful  God:  from  Caled  to  Amrou, 
tc  health  and  happinefs.  Know  that  thy  brethren 
<c  the  Modems  defign  to  march  to  Aiznadin, 
<c  where  there  is  an  army  of  feventy  thoufand 
**  Greeks,  who  purpofe  to  come  againft  us,  that  they 
“ may  extinguijh  the  light  of  (Sod.  with  their  mouths  ; 

**  but  God  preferveth  his  light  in  fpite  of  the  in- 
C c 2 ' tc  fdels. 
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chap.  « fidels  5\  As  foon  therefore  as  this  letter  of  mine 
^ ' j “ fhall  be  delivered  to  thy  hands,  come  with 
tc  thofe  that  are  with  thee  to  Aiznadin,  where 
“ thou  fhalc  find  us  if  it  pleafe  the  mod  high 
“ God.”  The  fummons  were  cheerfully  obeyed, 
and  the  forty- five  thoufand  Modems  who  met  on 
the  fame  day,  on  the  fame  fpot,  afcribed  to  the 
blefling  of  providence  the  effedts  of  their  activity 
and  zeal. 

Battle  of  About  four  years  after  the  triumphs  of  the  Per- 
a'd^Ts  fian  war,  the  repofe  of  Heraclius  and  the  empire 
July  13.  w?as  again  didurbed  by  a new  enemy,  the  power  of 
whofe  religion  was  more  ftrongly  felt  than  it  was 
clearly  underftood  by  the  Chriftians  of  the  Eaft.  In 
his  palace  of  Conftantinople  or  Antioch,  he  was 
awakened  by  the  invafion  of  Syria,  the  lofs  of  Bofra, 
and  the  danger  of  Damafcus.  An  army  of  feventy 
thoufand  veterans,  or  new  levies,  was  affembled 
at  Hems  or  Emefa,  under  the  command  of  his 
general  Werdan  i7i  and  thefe  troops,  confiding 
chiefly  of  cavalry,  might  be  indifferently  dyled* 
either  Syrians,  or  Greeks,  or  Romans:  Syrians , 
from  the  place  of  their  birth  or  warfare  j Greeks , 

S8  Thefe  words  are  a text  of  the  Koran,  c.  ix.  31.  lxi.  8.  Like 
our  fanatics  of  the  laft  century,  the  Modems,  on  every  familiar  or 
important  occafion,  fpoke  the  language  of  their  fcriptures;  a ftyle 
more  natural  in  their  mouths,  than  the  Hebrew  idiom  tranfplanted 
into  the  climate  and  dialeft  of  Britain. 

57  The  name  of  Werdan  is  unknown  to  Theophanes,  and,  though 
it  might  belong  to  an  Armenian  chief,  has  very  little  of  a Greek  af- 
pe£l  or  found.  If  the  Byzantine  hidorians  have  mangled  the  Ori- 
ental names,  the  Arabs,  in  this  indance,  likewife  have  taken  ample 
revenge  on  their  enemies.  In  tranfpofing  the  Greek  charafler  from 
right  to  left,  might  they  not  produce,  from  the  fatai liar  appellation 
■ of  Andrew,  fomt thing  like  the  anagram  IVerdan  f 

3 from 
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From  the  religion  and  language  of  their  fovereign ; 
and  Romans,  from  the  proud  appellation  which 
was  ftill  profaned  by  the  fucceflors  of  Conftantine. 
On  the  plain  of  Aiznadin,  asWerdan  rode  on  a 
white  mule  decorated  with  gold  chains,  and  fur- 
rounded  with  enfigns  and  ftandards,  he  was  fur- 
prifed  by  the  near  approach  of  a fierce  and  naked 
warrior,  who  had  undertaken  to  view  the  ftate  of 
the  enemy.  The  adventurous  valour  of  Derar  was 
infpired,  and  has  perhaps  been  adorned,  by  the 
enthufiafmof  his  age  and  country.  The  hatred  of 
the  Chriftians,  the  love  of  fpoil,  and  the  con- 
tempt of  danger,  were  the  ruling  pafTions  of  the 
audacious  Saracen  j and  the  profpedt  of  inftant 
death  could  never  {hake  his  religious  confidence, 
or  ruffle  the  calmnefs  of  his  refolution,  or  even 
fufpend  the  frank  and  martial  pleafantry  of  his 
humour.  In  the  moil  hopelefs  enterprifes,  he  was 
bold,  and  prudent,  and  fortunate : after  innumerable 
hazards,  after  being  thrice  a prifoner  in  the  hands 
of  the  infidels,  he  ftill  furvived  to  relate  the  at- 
chievements,  and  to  enjoy  the  rewards,  of  the 
Syrian  conqueft.  On  this  occafion,  his  fingle  lance 
maintained  a flying  fight  againft  thirty  Romans, 
who  were  detached  by  Werdan  ; and  after  killing 
or  unhorfing  feventeen  of  their  number,  Derar  re- 
turned in  fafety  to  his  applauding  brethren.  When 
his  raftmefs  was  mildly  cenfured  by  the  general,  he 
excufed  himfelf  with  the  fimplicity  of  a foldier. 
<e  Nay,”  faid  Derar,  <c  I did  not  begin  firft  : but 
“ they  came  out  to  take  me,  and  I was  afraid 
**  that  God  Ihould  fee  me  turn  my  back  ; and 
te  indeed  I fought  in  good  earned,  and  without 
C c j M doubt 
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c hap.  « doubt  God  afiifted  me  a&ainft  them  ; and  had  I 
L "u  , {C  not  been  apprehenfive  of  difobeying  your  or- 
tf  ders,  ’I  fhould  not  have  come  away  as  I did  j 
« and  I perceive  already  that  they  will  fall  into 
« our  hands.”  In  the  prefence  of  both  armies,  a 
venerable  Greek  advanced  from  the  ranks  with  a 
liberal  offer  of  peace ; and  the  departure  of  the 
Saracens  would  have  been  purchafed  by  a gift  to 
each  foldier,  of  a turban,  a robe,  and  a piece  of 
• gold  ; ten  robes,  and  an  hundred  pieces  to  their 
■ ' leader ; one  hundred  robes,  and  a thoufand  pieces 

to  the  caliph.  A fmile  of  indignation  exprefled 
the  refufal  of  Caled.  “ Ye  Chriftian  dogs,  you 
“ know  your  option  ; the  lcoran,  the  tribute,  or 
“ the  fword.  We  are  a people  whofe  delight  is 
<c  in  war,  rather  than  in  peace  j and  we  defpife 
**  your  pitiful  alms,  fince  we  fhall  be  fpeedily 
“ maftersof  your  wealth,  your  families,  and  your 
“ perfons.”  Notwithftanding  this  apparent  dif- 
dain,  lie  was  deeply  confcious  of  the  public  dan- 
ger: thofe  who  had  been  inPerfia,  and  had  feenthe 
armies  of  Chofroes,  confeffed  that  they  never  be- 
held a more  formidable  array.  From  the  fuperi- 
ority  of  the  enemy,  the  artful  Saracen  derived  a 
frelh  incentive  of  courage  : <c  You  fee  before  you,” 
laid  he,  “ the  united  force  of  the  Romans,  you 
“ cannot  h6pe  to  efcape,  but  you  may  conquer 
“ Syria  in  a fingle  day.  The  event  depends  on 
“ your  difcipline  and  patience.  Referve  your- 
<c  felves  till  the  evening.  It  was  in  the  evening 
“ that  the  prophet  was  accuftomed  to  vanquifh.’* 
During  two  i'ucceffive  engagements,  his  temperate 
firm nefV  fuflained  the  darts  of  the  enemy,  and  the 
i murmurs 
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murmurs  of  his  troops.  At  length,  when  the  CI£AP* 
fpirits  and  quivers  of  the  adverfe  line  were  almoft  t 

exhaufted,  Caled  gave  the  fignal  of  onfet  and  vic- 
tory. The  remains  of  the  Imperial  army  fled  to 
Antioch,  or  -Ctefarea,  or  Damafcus ; and  the  death 
of  four  hundred  and  feventy  Modems  was  com- 
penfated  by  the  opinion  that  they  had  fent  to  hell 
above  fifty  thoufand  of  the  infidels.  The  fpoil  was 
ineftimable ; many  banners  and  erodes  of  gold  and 
filver,  precious  ftones,  filver  and  gold  chains,  and 
innumerable  fuits  of  the  richeft  armour  and  ap- 
parel. The  general  diftribution  was  poftponed 
till  Damafcus  Ihould  be  taken  ; but  the  feafonable 
fupply  of  arms  became  the  inftrument  of  new 
vidtories.  The  glorious  intelligence  was  tranfmit- 
ted  to  the  throne  of  the  caliph,  and  the  Arabian 
tribes,  the  coldeft  or  moft  hoftile  to  the  prophet’s 
million,  were  eager  and  importunate  to  lhare  the 
harveft  of  Syria. 

The  fad  tidings  were  carried  to  Damafcus  by  the  ThcArabt 
fpeed  of  grief  and  terror  j and  the  inhabitants  be-  Damafcu*. 
held  from  their  walls  the  return  of  the  heroes  of 
Aiznadin.  Amrou  led  the  van  at  the  head  of  nine 
thoufand  horfe : the  bands  of  the  Saracens  fuc- 
ceeded  each  other  in  formidable  review  ; and  the 
rear  was  clofed  by  Caled  in  perfon,  with  the  ftan- 
dard  of  the  black  eagle.  To  the  adtivity  of  Derar 
he  entrufted  the  commiflion  of  patrolling  round  the 
city  with  two  thoufand  horfe,  of  fcouring  the  plain, 
and  of  intercepting  all  fuccour  or  intelligence. 

The  reft  of  the  Arabian  chiefs  were  'fixed  in  their 
refpedtive  ftations  before  the  feven  gates  of  Da- 
C c 4 mafeusi 
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1 mafcus  ; and  the  fiege  was  renewed  with  frefli  vi- 

' — y — > gour  and  confidence.  The  art,  the  labour,  the 
military  engines,  of  the  Qreeks  and  Romans  arc 
feldom  to  be  found  in  the  fimple,  though  fuccefi- 
ful,  operations  of  the  Saracens  : it  was  fufficient 
for  them  to  inveft  a city  with  arms,  rather  than 
vyith  trenches ; to  repel  the  Tallies  of  the  befieged  ; 
to  attempt  a ftratagem  or  an  affault  ; or  to  expeft 
the  progrefs  of  famine  and  difeontent.  Damafcus 
would  have  acquiefced  in  the  trial  of  Aiznadin,  as 
a final  and  peremptory  fentence  between  the  em- 
peror and  the  caliph : her  courage  was  rekindled 
by  the  example  and  authority  of  Thomas,  a noble 
Greek,  illufirious  in  a private  condition  by  the  alli- 
ance of  Heraclius  5\  The  tumult  and  illumination 
of  the  night  proclaimed  the  defign  of  the  morning 
Tally ; and  the  Chriftian  hero,  who  affedted  to 
defpife  the  enthufiafin  of  the  Arabs,  employed  the 
refource  of  a iimilar  fuperftition.  At  the  principal 
gate,  in  the  fight  of  both  armies,  a lofty  crucifix 
was  eredtedj  the  bilhqp,  with  his  clergy,  accom- 
panied the  march,  and  laid  the  volume  of  the  New 
Teftameqt  before  the  image  qf  Jefus  ; and  the 
contending  parties  were  fcandaliled  or  edified  by  a 
prayer,  that  the  Son  of  God  would  defend  his  fer- 
vants  and  vindicate  his  truth.  Thp  battle  raged 
with  incefiant  fury ; and  the  dexterity  of 


S'*  Vanity  prompted  the  Arabs  to  hclieve,  that  Thomas  was  the  fon- 
in-l.iw  of  the  emperor.  We  know  the  children  of  Heraclius  by  his 
;wu  wives;  ,and  his  augafl  daughter  would  not  have  married  in  exile 
^it  Dauiafcus  (fee  Ducange,  Fain.  Byzantin.  p.  n8,  J19.).  Had 
he  been  lets  leligious,  I might  only  fufpett  the  legitimacy  of  tl;c 
Oiinfol.  . . 

Thomas^ 
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Thomas  5%  an  incomparable  archer,  was  fatal  to  c ^ a p. 
the  boldeft  Saracens,  till  their  death  was  revenged  . _ ? 

by  a female  heroine.  The  wife  of  Aban,  who  had 
followed  him  to  the  holy  war,  embraced  her  ex- 
piring hulband.  «*  Happy,”  faid  ihe,  “ happy 
“ art  thou,  my  dear;  thou  art  gone  to  thy 
“ Lord  who  firft  joined  us  together,  and  then 
“ parted  us  afunder.  I will  revenge  thy  death, 
f‘  and  endeavour  to  the  utmoft  of  my  power  to 
“ come  to  the  place  where  thou  art,  becaufe  1 love 
“ thee.  Henceforth  fhall  no  man  ever  touch  me 
“ more,  for  I have  dedicated  myfelf  to  the  fervice 
<c  of  God.”  Without  a groan,  without  a tear, 

Ihe  wafhed  the  corpfe  of  her  hulband,  and  buried 
him  with  the  ufual  rites.  Then  grafping  the  manly 
weapons,  which  in  her  native  land  fhe  was  ac- 
cuftomed  to  wield,  the  intrepid  widow  of  Aban 
fought  the  place  where  his  murderer  fought  in 
the  thickeft  of  the  battle.  Her  firft  arrow  pierced 
the  hand  of  his  ftandard- bearer ; her  fecond 
wounded  Thopias  in  the  eye;  and  the  fainting 
Chriftians  no  longer  beheld  their  enfign  or  their 
leader.  Yet  the  generous  champion  of  Damafcus 
refufed  to  withdraw  to  his  palace  : his  wound  was 
drefled  on  the  rampart;  the  fight  was  continued 
till  the  evening;  and  the  Syrians  refted  on  their 
arms.  In  the  filence  of  the  night,  the  fignal  was 
given  by  a ftroke  on  the  great  bell ; the  gates 
were  thrown  open,  and  each  gate  difeharged  an 
impetuous  column  on  the  fleeping  camp  of  the 

59  A1  Wakidi  (Ockley,  p.  ioi.)  fays,  “ with  poifoned  arrows;” 
but  this  favage  invention  is  fo  repugnant  to  the  prafticeof  the  Greek* 
and  Romans,  that  I muft  fufpeft,  oa  this  occafion,  the  malevolent 
credulity  of  the  Saracens. 

> Saracens, 
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Saracens.  Caled  was  the  firft  in  arms  at  the  head 
of  four  hundred  horfe  he  flew  to  the  poft  of  danger, 
and  the  tears  trickled  down  his  iron  cheeks,  as  he 
uttered  a fervent  ejaculation  ; “ O God,  who  never 
“ fleepeft,  look  upon  thy  fervants,  and  do  not 
“ deliver  them  into  the  hands  of  their  enemies.” 
The  valour  and  vi&ory  of  Thomas  were  arrefted 
by  the  prefence  of  the  J word  of  God  j with  the 
knowledge  of  the  peril,  the  Modems  recovered 
their  ranks,  and  charged  the  aflailants  in  the  flank 
and  rear.  After  the  lofs  of  thoufands,  the  Chriftian 
general  retreated  with  a figh  of  defpair,  and  the 
purfuit  of  the  Saracens  was  checked  by  the  military 
engines  of  the  rampart. 

After  a fiege  of  feventy  days 60,  the  patience, 
and  perhaps  the  provifions,  of  the  Damafcenes 
were  exhaufted ; and  the  braveft  of  their  chiefs 
fubmitted  to  the  hard  dictates  of  necefiity.  In 
the  occurrences  of  peace  and  war,  they  had  been 
taught  to  dread  the  fiercenefs  of  Caled,  and  to  re- 
vere the  mild  virtues  of  Abu  Obeidah.  At  the 
hour  of  midnight,  one  hundred  chofen  deputies  of 
the  clergy  and  people  were  introduced  to  the  tent 
of  that  venerable  commander.  He  received  and 


60  Abulfcda  allows  only  feventy  days  for  the  liege  of  Damafcus 
(Annal.  Modem,  p.  67.  verf.  Reilke)  $ butCImacin,  who  mention* 
this  opinion,  prolongs  the  term  to  fix  months,  and  notices  the  ule 
of  bahjl * by  the  Saracens  (Hill.  Saracen,  p.  25.  32.).  Even  this 
longer  period  is  infufficient  to  fill  the  interval  between  the  battle  of 
Aiznadin  (July,  A.  D.  633)  and  the  accedion  of  Omar  (24  July, 
A.  D.  63+),  towhofe  reign  the  conqueft  of  Damafcus  is  unanimonlly 
aferibed  (A1  Wakidi,  apud  Ockley,  vol.  i.  p.  115.  Abulpharagius, 
Dynait.  p.  112.  verf.  Pocock).  Perhaps,  as  in  the  Trojan  wax,  the 
operations  wire  interrupted  by  excurfions  and  detachments,  till  the 
la  ft  feventy  days  of  the  liege. 

difmiflfed 
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difmiffed  them  with  courtefy.  They  returned  with  c 
a written  agreement,  on  the  faith  of  a companion  < — j 
of  Mahomet,  that  all  hoftilities  (hould  ceafe ; 
that  the  voluntary  emigrants  might  depart  in  lafety, 
tyith  as  much  as  they  could  carry  away  of  their 
effe&s  ; and  that  the  tributary  fubje&s  of  the  caliph 
fhould  enjoy  their  lands  and  houfes,  with  the 
ufc  and  poiTeffion  of  feven  churches.  On  thefe 
terms,  the  moft  refpeftable  hoftages,  and  the  gate 
neareft  to  his  camp,  were  delivered  into  his  hands: 
his  loldiers  imitated  the  moderation  of  their  chief; 
and  he  enjoyed  the  fubmiflive  gratitude  of  a people 
whom  he  had  reicued  from  deftru&ion.  But  the 
fuccefs  of  the  treaty  had  relaxed  their  vigilance^ 
and  in  the  fame  moment  the  oppofite  quarter  of 
the  city  was  betrayed  and  taken  by  affault.  A 
party  of  an  hundred  Arabs  had  opened  the  eaftern 
gate  to  a more  inexorable  foe.  “No  quarter,” 
cried  the  rapacious  and  fanguinary  Caled,  “ no 
“ quarter  to  the  enemies  of  the  Lord  his  trumpets 

founded,  and  a torrent  of  Chriftian  blood,  was 
poured  down  the  ftreets  of  Damafcus.  When  hq 
reached  the  church  of  St.  Mary,  he  was  aftonilbed 
and  provoked  by  the  peaceful  afpeft  of  his  com- 
panions : their  fwords  were  in  the  fcabbard,  and 
they  were  furrounded  by  a multitude  of  priefts  ajod 
monks.  Abu  Obeidah  faluted  the  general: 

“ God,”  faid  he,  “ has  delivered  the  city  iotermyi 
“ hands  by  way  of  lurrender,  and  has  fayed;  the 
“ believers  the  trouble  of  fighting.”  “ And  am 
<c  I not,”  replied  the  indignant  Caled,  “ am  / 

“ not  the  lieutenant  of  the  commander  of  the  faith- 
“ ful  ? Have  I not  taken  the  city  by  ftorm,  ? ThOt 

“ unbe>* 
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C liA  P’  **  un^c^evers  fhall  perifli  by  the  fword.  Fall  on.” 

i — The  hungry  and  cruel  Arabs  would  have  obeyed  the 

welcome  command : and  Damafcus  was  loft,  if 
the  benevolence  of  Abu  Obeidah  had  not  been  fup- 
ported  by  a decent  and  dignified  firmnefs.  Throw- 
ing himfelf  between  the  trembling  citizens  and  the 
mod  eager  of  the  Barbarians,  he  adjured  them  by 
the  holy  name  of  God,  to  refpeft  his  promife,  to 
fufpend  their  fury,  and  to  wait  the  determination 
of  their  chiefs.  The  chiefs  retired  into  the  church 
of  St.  Mary  ; and  after  a vehement  debate,  Caled 
fubmitted  in  feme  meafure  to  the  reafon  and  au- 
thority of  his  colleague ; who  urged  the  fanttity 
of  a covenant,  the  advantage  as  well  as  the  honour 
which  the  Modems  would  derive  from  the  punctual 
performance  of  their  word,  and  the  obftinate  refift- 
ance  which  they  muft  encounter  from  the  diftruft 
and  defpair  of  the  reft  of  the  Syrian  cities.  It  was 
agreed  that  the  fword  fhould  be  fheathed,  that  the 
part  of  Damafcus  which  had  furrendered  to  Abu 
Obeidah,  fhould  be  immediately  entitled  to  the  be- 
nefit of  his  capitulation,  and  that  the  final  decifion 
Ihould  be  referred  to  the  juftice  and  wifdom  of  the 
caliph  “.  A large  majority  of  the  people  accepted 
the  terms  of  toleration  and  tribute  ■,  and  Damaf- 
cus is  ftill,  peopled  by  twenty  thoufand  Chriftians. 
But  the  valiant  Thomas,  and  the  free-born  pa- 
triots who  had  fought  under  his  banner,  embraced 
the  alternative  of  poverty  and  exile.  In  the  adja- 
cent meadow,  a numerous  encampment  was  form- 

®*  It  appears  from  Abulfetla  (p.  n$.)  and  Elmacin  (p.  31. ),  that 
this  diftinftion  of  the  two  parts  of  Damafcus  was  long  remembered, 
though  not  always  refpe£led,  by  the  Mahometan  fovereigns.  Sec 
}il»vrife Eutychius  ( Annal.  tom.  ii.p.  379,  380.  383.). 
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ed  of  priefls  and  laymen,  of  foldiers  and  citizens,  c p- 
of  women  and  children  : they  colle&ed,  with  hafie  . 1.  . 
and  terror,  their  raoft  precious  moveables  j and 
abandoned,  with  loud  lamentations  or  fi'ent  an- 
guilh,  their  native  homes,  and  the  pleafant  banks 
of  the  Pharphar.  The  inflexible  foul  of  Caled 
was  not  touched  by  the  fpe&acle  of  their  diflrefs : 
he  difputed  with  the  Damafcenes  the  property  of  a 
magazine  of  corn ; endeavoured  to  exclude  the 
garrifon  from  the  benefit  of  the  treaty ; confent- 
cd,  with  reluftance,  that  each  of  the  fugitives 
fhould  arm  himfelf  with  a fvvord,  or  a lance,  or  a 
bow;  and  fternly  declared,  that,  after  a refpite 
of  three  days,  they  might  be  purfued  and  treated 
as  the  enemies  of  the  Modems. 

J - . .. 

The  paffion  of  a Syrian  yOuth  completed  the  Pursuit  of 
ruin  of  the  exiles  of  Damafcus.  A nobleman  of  mafeenes. 
the  city,  of  the  name  of  Jonas  6%  was  betrothed 
to  a wealthy  maiden ; but  her  parents  delayed  the 
confummation  of  his  nuptials,  and  their  daughter 
was  perfuaded  to  efcape  with  the  man  whom  fiac 
had  chofen.  They  corrupted  the  nightly  watch- 
men of  the  gate  Keifan  : the  lover,  who  led  the 
way,  was  encompafled  by  a fquadron  of  Arabs ; 
but  his  exclamation  in  the  Greek  tongue,  “ th« 

61  O11  the  fate  of  thefe  lovers,  whom  he  names  Phocyas  and  Eu« 
docia,  Mr.  Hughes  has  built  the  Siege  of  Damafcus,  one  of  our  molt 
popular  tragedies,  and  which  pofleifcs  the  rare  merit  of  blending  na- 
ture and  hiftory,  the  manners  of  the  times  and  the  feelings  of  the 
heart.  The  fool i fit  delicacy  of  the  players  compelled  him  to  ioften 
the  guilt  of  the  hero  and  the  dtfpair  of  the  heroine.  Inftead  of  abafe 
renegado,  Phocyas  ferves  the  Arabs  as  an  honourable  ally;  inftead 
of  prompting  their  purfuit,  he  flies  to  the  fuccour  of  his  countrymen, 
and  after  killing  Caled  and  Derar,  is  himfelf  mortally  wounded,  and 
expires  in  the  prefence  of  Eudocia,  who  profefles  her  refolution  to 
take  the  veil  at  Conltantinople,  A frigid  cataftrophe  ! ’ 

* <(  bird 
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C *liA  ***  (<  kird  *s  ta^en)”  admonifhed  his  miftrefs  to 
htjlfen  her  return.  In  the  prefence  of  Caled,  and 
of  death,  the  unfortunate  Jonas  profefled  his  be- 
lief in  one  God,  and  his  apoftle  Mahomet ; and 
continued,  till  the  feafon  of  his  martyrdom,  to 
difcharge  the  duties  of  a brave  and  fincere  Muful- 
rhan.  When  the  city  was  taken,  he  flew  to  the 
itionaftery,  where  Eudocia  had  taken  refuge ; but 
the  lover  was  forgotten  ; the  apellate  was  l'corned ; 
Ihe  preferred  her  religion  to  her  country ; and  the 
juftice  of  Caled,  though  deaf  to  mercy,  refufed  to 
detain  by  force  a male  or  female  inhabitant  ofDa- 
rfiafeus.  Four  days  was  the  general  confined  to 
the  city  by  the  obligation  of  the  treaty,  and  the 
urgent  cares  of  his  hew  conquefl.  His  appetite 
for  blood  and  rapine  would  have  been  extinguifned 
by  the  hopelefs  computation  of  time  and  diflance  ; 
but  he  liftened  to  the  importunities  of  Jonas,  who 
afliured  him  that  the  weary  fugitives  might  yet  be 
Overtaken.  At  the  head  of  four  thoufand  horfe, 
in  the  difguife  of  Chriftian  Arabs,  Caled  under- 
took the  purfait.  They  halted  only  for  the  mo- 
ments of  prayer * and  their  guide  had  a perfect 
' knowledge  of  the  country.  For  a long  way  the 
footfteps  of  the  Damafcenes  were  plain  and  con- 
fpicuous : they  vanilhed  on  a fudden  ; but  the  Sa- 
racens were  comforted  by  the  affurance  that  the  ca- 
ravan had  turned  afide  into  the  mountains,  and 
mull  fpeedily  fall  into  their  hands.  In  traverfing 
the  ridges  of  the  Libanus,  they  endured  intolerable 
hardfhips,  and  the  finking  fpirits  of  the  veteran 
fanatics  were  fupported  and  cheered  by  the  uncon- 
querable ardour  of  a lover.  From  a peafant  of  the 

country. 
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country,  they  were  informed  that  the  emperor  had  c ^ A p. 
fent  orders  to  the  colony  of  exiles,  to  purfue  with- 
out  delay  the  road  of  the  fea-coaft,  and  of  Con- 
ftantinople ; apprehenfive,  perhaps,  that  the  fol- 
diers  and  people  of  Antioch  might  be  difcouraged 
by  the  fight  and  the  ftory  of  their  fufferings.  The 
Saracens  were  conduced  through  the  territories  of 
Gabala  61  and  Laodicea,  at  a cautious  diftance  from 
tire  walls  of  the  cities  ; the  rain  was  incefifant,  the 
night  was  dark,  a fingle  mountain  feparated  them 
from  the  Roman  army  and  Caled,  ever  anxious 
for  the  fafety  of  his  brethren,  whifpered  an  ominous 
dream  in  the  ear  of  his  companion.  With  the 
dawn  of  day,  the  profpeift  again  cleared,  and  they 
faw  before  them,  in  a pleafant  valley,  the  tents  of 
Damafcus.  After  a fhort  interval  of  repofe  and 
prayer,  Caled  divided  his  cavalry  into  four  fqua- 
drons,  committing  the  firft  to  his  faithful  Derar, 
and  referving  the  laft  for  himfelf.  They  fucceflive- 
ly  rulhed  on  the  promifcuous  multitude,  infuffici- 
ently  provided  with  arms,  and  already  vanquifhed 
by  forrow  and  fatigue.  Except  a captive  who  was 
pardoned  and  difmified,  the  Arabs  enjoyed  the 
fatisfadlion  of  believing  that  not  a Chriftian  of  either 
fex  efcaped  the  edge  of  their  fcymetars.  The  gold 
and  filver  of  Damafcus  was  fcattered  over  the 
camp,  and  a royal  wardrobe  of  three  hundred  load 


The  towns  of  Gabala  and  Laodicea,  which  the  Arabs  paffed, 
Hill  exift  in  a (late  of  decay  (JVIaundiell,  p.  11,  12.  Pocock,  vol. 
ii.  p.  13.).  Had  not  the  Chiiftians  been  overtaken,  they  mult  have 
eroded  the  Orontes  on  fomc  bridge  in  the  iixteen  miles  between  An- 
tioch and  the  fea,  and  might  have  rejoined  the  high  road  of  Con- 
ilantinople  at  Alexandria.  The  itineraries  will  reprefen  t the  direct  ions 
and,  diftance*  (p.  146.  148.  3S1,  581.  edit.  Wadding). 
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«r  *-  * • %*  * 

C fi.f  P*  ^ might  clothe  an  army  of  naked  Barbarians. 

c.w-y— ^ Ii>  the  tumult  of  the  battle,  Jonas  fought  and 
found  the  objed  of  his  purfuit  j but  her  refentment 
was  inflamed  by  the  laft  ad  of  his  perfidy ; and 
as  Eudocia  ftruggled  in  his  hateful  embraces,  fhe 
ftruck  a dagger  to  her  heart.  Another  female,  the 
widow  of  Thomas,  and  the  real  or  fuppofed  daughter 
ofHeraclius,  was  fpared  and  releafed  without  a 
ranfom ; but  the  generofity  of  Caled  was  the  effed 
of  his  contempt  ; and  the  haughty  Saracen  infult- 
ed,  by  a mefiage  of  defiance,  the  throne  of  the 
Cadars.  Caled  had  penetrated  above  an  hundred 
and  fifty  miles  into  the  heart  of  the  Roman  pro- 
vince ; he  returned  to  Damafcus  with  the  lame 
fecrecy  and  fpeed.  On  the  acceflion  of  Omar, 
the  J word,  of  God  was  removed  from  the  command  j 
but  the  caliph,  who  blamed  the  rafhnefs,  was  com- 
pelled to  applaud  the  vigour  and  condud.  of  the 
enterprife. 

Fair  of  Another  expedition  of  the  conquerors  of  Da- 

mafcus will  equally  difplay  their  avidity  and  their 
contempt  for  the  riches  of  the  prefent  world.  They 
were  informed  that  the  produce  and  manufadures 
of  the  country  were  annually  colleded  in  the  fair 
of  Abylae\  about  thirty  miles  from  the  city;  that? 
the  cell  of  a devout  hermit  was  vifited  at  the  fame 
time  by  a multitude  of  pilgrims;  and  that  the 
feftival  of  trade  and  fuperftition  would  be  ennobled 

•+  Dair  Mi!  ICJss.  After  retrenching  the  laft  word,  the  epithet, 
*">>  I difeover  the  Abila  of  Lyfanias  between  Damafcut  and  Helio- 
polis i the  name  (Abil  fignifiesa  vineyard)  concurs  with  the  fituation 
tojuftifymy  conje&ure  (Reland,  Paleftin.  tom.  i.  p.  317.  tom.  ii. 
p.  5*5.  527.). 
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by  the  nuptials  of  the  daughter  of  the  governor  of  c HA  p* 

Tripoli.  Abdallah,  the  fon  of  Jaafar,  a glorious  - ^ 

and  holy  martyr,  undertook,  with  a banner  of  five 
hundred  horfe,  the  pious  and  profitable  commiflkm 
of  defpoiling  the  infidels.  As  he  approached  the 
fair  of  Abyla,  he  was  aftonifhed  by  the  report  of 
the  mighty  concourfe  of  Jews  and  Chriftians, 

Greeks  and  Armenians,  of  natives  of  Syria  and  of 
ftrangers  of  Egypt,  to  the  number  of  ten  thoufand, 
befides  a guard  of  five  thoufand  horfe  that  at- 
tended the  perfon  of  the  bride.  The  Saracens 
paufed  : t£  For  my  own  part,”  faid  Abdallah, 

“ I dare  not  go  back  : our  foes  are  many,  our 
“ danger  is  great,  but  our  reward  is  fplendid  and 
“ fecure,  either  in  this  life  or  in  the  life  to  come. 

“ Let  every  man,  according  to  his  inclination, 
tf  advance  or  retire.”  Not  a Mufulman  deferted 
his  ftandard.  “ Lead  the  way,”  laid  Abdallah  to 
his  Chriftian  guide,  “ and  you  lhall  fee  what  the 
<c  companions  of  the  prophet  can  perform.”  They 
charged  in  five  fqu&drons ; but  after  the  firft  ad- 
vantage of  the  furprife  they  were  encompafied  and 
almoft  overwhelmed  by  the  multitude  of  their  ene- 
mies ; and  their  valiant  band  is  fancifully  com- 
pared to  a white  fpot  in  the  Ikin  of  a black 
camel®5.  About  the  hour  of  funfet,  when  their 
weapons  dropped  from  their  hands,  when  they 
panted  on  the  verge  of  eternity,  they  difcovered 
an  approaching  cloud  of  dull,  they  heard  the  wel- 

I am  bolder  than  Mr.  Ockley  (vol.  i.  p.  164.),  whodaresrtot 
infert  this  figurative  exprelfion  in  the  text,  though  he  obfervss  in  a 
marginal  note,  that  the  Arabians  often  borrow  their  fimiles  from 
that  u&ful  and  familiar  aniiurl.  The  rein  deer  tnay  be  equally  fa- 
mous in  the  fongs  of  the  Laplanders. 

Vol.  IX.  P d come 
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CHAP,  come  found  of  the  tecbir 6#,  and  they  loon  per- 
i_  ‘ . ceived  the  ftandard  of  Caled,  who  flew  to  their 
relief  with  the  utmoft  fpeed  of  his  cavalry.  The 
Chriftians  were  broken  by  his  attack,  and  flaughter- 
ed  in  their  flight  as  far  as  the  river  of  Tripoli. 
They  left  behind  them  the  various  riches  of  the 
fair;  the  merchandifes  that  were  expofed  for  fale, 
the  money  that  was  brought  for  purchafe,  the  gay 
decorations  of  the  nuptials,  and  the  governor’s 
daughter,  with  forty  of  her  female  attendants. 
The  fruits,  provifions,  and  furniture,  the  money, 
plate,  and  jewels,  were  diligently  laden  on  the 
backs  of  horfes,  afles,  and  mules ; and  the  holy 
robbers  returned  in  triumph  toDamafcus.  The 
hermit,  after  a fliort  and  angry  controverfy  with 
, Caled,  declined  the  crown  of  martyrdom,  and  was 

left  alive  in  the  folitary  fccne  of  blood  and  de- 
valuation. 

Sieges  of  Syria 67,  one  of  the  countries  that  have  been 
and  Emtfa,  improved  by  the  moft  early  cultivation,  is  not 
a.d.  63 j.  unworthy  of  the  preference M.  The  heat  of  the 

climate 

M We  heard  the  teciir ; fo  the  Arabs  call  „ . 

Their  (hout  of  onfet,  whca  with  loud  appeal 
They  challenge  heaven,  as  if  demanding  conqueft. 

.This  word,  fo  formidable  in  their  holy  war-s,  is  a verb  aftive  (fays 
Ockley  in  his  index)  of  thefecond  conjugation,  from  Katiara,  which 
fignifies  faying  Al/a  A,  tar,  God  is  moft  mighty  1 
*7  In  the  geography  of  Abulfeda,  the  defcription  of  Syria,  his 
native  country,  is  the  molt  intereAing  and  authentic  portion.  It 
was  pubiifhed  in  Arabic  and  Latin,  Lipfise,  1766,  in  quarto,  with 
the  learned  notes  of  Koehler  and  Reilke,  and  forae  extrafis  of  geo- 
graphy and  natural  hiftory  from  Ibn  Ol  Wardii.  Among  the 
modern  travels,  Pocock’s  Defcription  of  the  Eaft  (of  Syria  and  Me- 
■ fopotamia,  vol.  ii.  p.  88—109.)  *s  a work  of  fuperior.  learning  and 
dignity;  but  the  author  too  often  confounds  what  he  had  feen  and 
what  he  had  read. 

48  The  praifes  of  Dionyfius  are  juft  and  lively.  Kai  r»»  /u..> 
‘ ; (Syria) 
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climate  is  tempered  by  the  vicinity  of  the  fea  and  c ha  p. 
mountains,  by  the  plenty  of  wood  and  water  ; and  ^ L u 
the  produce  of  a fertile  foil  affords  the  fubfiftence, 
and  encourages  the  propagation,  of  men  and  ani- 
mals. From  the  age  of  David  to  that  of  Hera- 
clius,  the  country  was  overfpread  with  ancient  and 
fiourifhing  cities : the  inhabitants  were  numerous 
and  wealthy ; and,  after  the  flow  ravage  of  de- 
fpotifm  and  fuperftition,  after  the  recent  cala- 
mities of  the  Perfian  war,  Syria  could  ftill  attraft 
and  reward  the  rapacious  tribes  of  the  defert.  A 
plain,  of  ten  days  journey,  from  Damafcus  to 
Aleppo  and  Antioch,  is  watered,  on  the  weftern 
fide,  by  the  winding  courfe  of  the  Orontes.  The 
hills  of  Libanus  and  Anti-Libanus  are  planted 
from  north  to  fouth,  between  the  Orontes  and 
the  Mediterranean;  and  the  epithet  of  hollow 
(Ccelefyria)  was  applied  to  a long  and  fruitful 
valley,  which  is  confined  in  the  fame  direction  by 
the  two  ridges  of  fnowy  mountains ap.  Among 
the  cities,  which  are  enumerated  by  Greek  and 
Oriental  names  in  the  geography  and  conqueft  of 
Syria,  we  may  diftinguifli  Emefa  or  Hems,  He- 


(Syria)  sro\Aoi  n x n o\3m  tyjsyu  (in  Periegefi,  v.  90*.  in 

tom.  iv.  Geograph.  Minor.  Hudfon).  In  another  place,  he  ftyles 
the  country  7ro*t/7rro?ii»  aia.  (v.  898.).  He  proceeds  to  lay,  * 
Xluca.  Si  TOl  7,tT4gYi  T i xal  iviSoro;  £ 7T  AtTG 

Mr.Xx  n *at  SuSftai  xafxa  V.  921,  9*2. 

This  poetical  geographer  lived  in  the  age  of  Auguftus,  and  his  de- 
fc  ription  of  the  world  is  illuftrated  by  the  Greek  connnentary  of  Eu- 
itathius,  who  paid  the  fame  compliment  to  Homer  and  Dionyfiu* 
(Fabric.  BibliOt.  Grsec.  1.  iv.  c.  2.  tom.  iii.  p.  *1,  Sic.). 

The  topography  of  the  Libanus  and  Anti-Libanus  is  excel- 
lently defcribed  by  the  learning  and  fenfe  of  Reland  (Paleftin.  tom. 


i.  p.  311—326.). 
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liopolis  or  Baalbec,  the  former  as  the  metropolis 
of  the  plain,  the  latter  as  the  capital  of  the  valley* 
Under  the  laft  of  the  Caefars,  they  were  ftrong 
and  populous : the  turrets  glittered  from  afar : 
an  ample  fpace  was  covered  with  public  and  pri- 
vate buildings ; and  the  citizens  were  illuftrious 
by  their  fpirit,  or  at  leaft  by  their  pride  by  their 
riches,  or  at  leaf!  by  their  luxury.  In  the  days 
of  paganifm,  both  Emefa  and  Ileliopolis  were 
addicted  to  the  worfhip  of  Baal,  or  the  funj 
but  the  decline  of  their  fuperftition  and  fplendour 
has  been  marked  by  a fingular  variety  of  fortune. 
Not  a veftige  remains  of  the  temple  of  Emefa, 
which  was  equalled  in  poetic  ftyle  to  the  fummits 
of  mount  Libanus 70,  while  the  ruins  of  Baalbec, 
invifible  to  the  writers  of  antiquity,  excite  the 
curiofity  and  wonder  of  the  European  traveller  7I. 
The  meafure  of  the  temple  is  two  hundred  feet  in 

t 

7<>  — — Emefie  faftigia  celfa  renident 

Nam  diffufa  folo  latus  explicat ; ac  fubit  auras 
Turribus  in  crelum  nitentibus;  incola  claiis 

Cor  fludiis  acuit 

Penique  flammicomo  devoti  peflora  foil 

Vitam  agitant.  Libanus  frondofa  cacumina  turget, 

Et  tamen  bis  certant  celfi  faftigia  templi. 

Thefe  verfes  of  the  Latin  verfion  of  Rufus  Avienus  are  wanting  in 
the  Greek  original  of  Dionyiius  ; and  fince  they  are  likswilc  un- 
noticed by  Euftatius,  I mult,  with  Fabricius  (Bibliot.  Latin,  tom. 
iii.  p.  155.  edit.  Ernefti),  and  againft  Salmalius  (ad  Vopifcum, 
p.  566,  367.  in  Hift.  Augult.),  afcribe  them  to  the  fancy  rather  than 
the  MSS.  of  Avienus. 

7i  I am  much  better  fatisfied  with  Maundnll’s  flight  o£lavo 
(Journey,  p.  134. — 139.),  than  with  the  pompous  folio  of  Doflor 
Pocock  (Defcription  of  the  Eaft,  vol.  ii.  p.  106 — 113.);  but  every 
preceding  account  is  eclipfed  by  the  magnificent  defcription  antf 
drawings  of  M,  M.  Pawkins  and  Wood,  who  have  tranfportrti 
into  England  the  ruins  of  Palmyra  and  JBaalbec. 

length, 
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length,  and  one  hundred  in  breadth : the  front  is 
adorned  with  a double  portico  of  eight  columns ; 
fourteen  may  be  counted  on  either  fide  ; and  each 
column,  forty- five  feet  in  height,  is  compofed  of 
three  mafly  blocks  of  ftone  or  marble.  The  pro- 
portions and  ornaments  of  the  Corinthian  order  ex- 
prefs  the  architecture  of  the  Greeks  •,  but  as  Baalbec 
has  never  been  the  feat  of  a monarch,  we  are  at  a lol's 
to  conceive  how  the  expence  of  thefe  magnificent 
ftruCtures  could  be  fupplied  by  private  or  muni- 
cipal liberality  7\  From  the  conqueft  of  Damafcus 
the  Saracens  proceeded  to  Heliopolis  and  Emefa : 
but  I ftiall  decline  the  repetition  of  the  fallies  and 
combats  which  have  been  already  fiiewn  on  a larger 
fcale.  In  the  profecution  of  the  war,  their  policy 
was  not  lefs  effectual  than  their  fword.  By  fliort 
and  feparate  truces  they  diflolved  the  union  of  the 
enemy ; accuffomed  the  Syrians  to  compare  their 
friendfhip  with  their  enmity ; familiarifed  the  idea 
of  their  language,  religion,  and  manners ; and 
exhaufted,  by  clandeftine  purchafe,  the  magazines 
and  arfenals  of  the  cities  which  they  retvirned  to 
befiege.  They  aggravated  the  ranfom  of  the 
more  wealthy,  or  the  more  obftinate  > and  Chalcis 
alone  was  taxed  at  five  thoufand  ounces  of  gold, 
five  thoufand  ounces  of  filver,  two  thoufand  robes 
of  filk,  and  as  ipany  figs  and  olives  as  would  load 

7*  The  Orientals  explain  the  prodigy  by  a never-failing  expedient. 
The  edifices  of  Baalbec  were  conftruiled  by  the  fairies  or  the  genii 
(Hift.  de  Timour  Bee,  tom.  iii.  1.  v.  c.  23.  p.  311,  312.  Voyage 
d’Otter,  tom.  i.  p.  83.).  With  lefs  abfurdity,  but  with  equal 
ignorance,  Abulfeda  and  Ibn  Chaukel  aferibe  them  to  the  Sabcans 
or  Aadites.  Non  funt  in  omni  Syria  xltficia  magnificentiora  his 
(Tabula  Sync,  p.  103.). 
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ci*ap.  ^ve  ^oufand  a^es*  But  terms  of  truce  or 

> v > capitulation  were  faithfully  obferved ; and  the  lieu  - 

tenant  of  the  caliph,  who  had  promifed  not  to  enter 
the  walls  of  the  captive  Baalbec,  remained  tranquil 
and  immoveable  in  his  tent  till  the  jarring  fadions 
foliciced  the  interpolation  of  a foreign  matter.  The 
conqueft  of  the  plain  and  valley  of  Syria  was  at- 
chieved  in  lefs  than  two  years.  Yet  the  com- 
mander of  the  faithful  reproved  the  flownefs  of 
their  progrefs,  and  the  Saracens,  bewailing  their 
fault  with  tears  of  rage  and  repentance,  called 
aloud  on  their  chiefs  to  lead  them  forth  to  fight 
the  battles  of  the  Lord.  In  a recent  a&ion,  un- 
der the  walls  of  Emefa,  an  Arabian  youth,  the 
coufin  of  Caled,  was  heard  aloud  to  exclaim, 
tr  Methinks  I fee  the  black-eyed  girls  looking 
“ upon  me;  one  of  whom,  fhould  fhe  appear 
“ in  this  world,  all  mankind  would  die  for  love 
“ of  her.  And  I fee  in  the  hand  of  one  of  them, 
te  an  handkerchief  of  green  filk,  and  a cap  of 
**  precious  ftones,  and  fhe  beckons  me,  and  calls 
" out,  come  hither  quickly,  for  I love  thee.”. 
With  thefe  words,  charging  the  Chriftians,  he 
made  havock  wherever  he  went,  till,  obferved  at 
length  by  the  governor  of  Hems,  he  was  ftruck 
through  with  a javelin. 

Battle  of  It  was  incumbent  on  the  Saracens  to  exert  the 
full  powers  of  their  valour  and  enthufiafm  againft 
November.  the  forces  of  the  emperor,  who  was  taught  by 
repeated  Ioffes,  that  the  rovers  of  the  defert  had 
. undertaken,  and  would  fpeedily  atchieve,  a regular 
and  permanent  conqueft.  From  the  provinces  of 
Europe  and  Alia,  fourfeore  thoufand  foldiers  were 
‘"•-i  tranf- 
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tranfported  by  Tea  and  land  to  Antioch  and  Cae-  c “A p- 
farea:  the  light  troops  of  the  army  confifted  of  , ■ 
fixty  thoufand  Chriftian  Arabs  of  the  tribe  of 
Gaflan.  Under  the  banner  of  Jabalah,  the  lafl;  of 
their  princes,  they  marched  in  the  van;  and  it 
was  a maxim  of  the  Greeks,  that,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  cutting  diamond,  a diamond  was  the  molt 
effectual.  Heraclius  withheld  his  perfon  from  the 
dangers  of  the  field ; but  his  prefumption,  or  per- 
haps his , defpondency,  fuggefted  a peremptory 
order,  that  the  fate  of  the  province  and  the  war 
fhould  be  decided  by  a fingle  battle.  The  Sy- 
rians were  attached  to  the  ftandard  of  Rome  and 
of  the  crofs ; but  the  noble,  the  citizen,  the  pea- 
fant,  were  exafperated  by  the  injuftice  and  cruelty 
of  a licentious  hoft,  who  oppreffed  them  as  fub- 
je&s,  and  defpifed  them  as  ftrangers  and  aliens 13 . 

A report  of  thefe  mighty  preparations  was  con- 
veyed to  the  Saracens  in  their  camp  of  Emefa  j 
and  the  chiefs,  though  refolved  to  fight,  afifembled 
a council : the  faith  of  Abu  Obeidah  would  have 
expefted  on  the  fame  fpot  the  glory  of  martyrdom ; 
the  wifdom  of  Caled  advifed  an  honourable  retreat 
to  the  Ikirts  of  Paleftine  and  Arabia,  where  they 
might  await  the  fuccours  of  their  friends,  and  the 
attack  of  the  unbelievers.  A fpeedy  meflenger 
foon  returned  from  the  throne  of  Medina,  with 
the  blefiings  of  Omar  and  Ali,  the  prayers  of  the 
widows  of  the  prophet,  and  a reinforcement  of 

7!  I have  read  fomewhere  in  Tacitus,  or  Grotius,  Subjects  ha- 
bent  tanquam  fuos,  viles  tanquatn  alienos.  Some  Greek  officers 
ravilhed  the  wife,  and  murdered  the  child,  of  their  Syrian  landlord ; 
and  Manuel  fmiled  at  his  undutiful  complaint. 
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eight  thoufand  Moderns.  In  their  way  they  over- 
turned a detachment  of  Greeks,  and  when  they 
joined  at  Yermuk  the  camp  of  their  brethren, 
they  found  the  pleafing  intelligence,  that  Caled 
had  already  defeated  and  fcattered  the  Chriftian 
Arabs  of  the  tribe  of  Gaflan.  In  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Bofra,  the  fprings  of  mount  Hermon  de- 
fcend  in  a torrent  to  the  plain  of  Decapolis,  or 
ten  cities;  and  the  Hieromax,  a name  which  has 
been  corrupted  to  Yermuk,  is  loll  after  a fhort 
courfe  in  the  lake  of  Tiberias74.  The  banks  of 
this  obfcure  Itrearn  were  illuftrated  by  a long  and 
bloody  encounter.  On  this  momentous  occaflon, 
the  public  voice,  and  the  modefty  of  Abu  Obei- 
dah,  reftored  the  command  to  the  mod:  deferving 
of  the  Modems.  Caled  aflumed  his  ftation  in  the 
front,  his  colleague  was  polled  in  the  rear,  that 
the  diforder  of  the  fugitives  might  be  checked  by 
his  venerable  afpe£t  and  the  fight  of  the  yellow 
banner  which  Mahomet  had  difplayed  before  the 
walls  of  Chaibar,  The  lafl  line  was  occupied  by 
the  filler  of  Derar,  with  the  Arabian  women  who 
had  enlifted  in  this  holy  war,  who  were  accuftomed 
to  weild  the  bow  and  the  lance,  and  who  in  a mo- 
ment of  captivity  had  defended,  againft  the  un- 

7*  See  Reland,  Paleftin.  tom.  i.  p.  *7*.  183.  tom.  ii.  p,  773. 
775.  This  learned  profeflbr  was  equal  to  the  talk  ot  defcribing  the 
Holy  Land,  lincc  he  was  alike  converlant  with  Greek  and  Latin, 
with  Hebrew  and  Arabian  literature.  The  Yermuk,  or  Hieromax, 
is  noticed  by  Ccilarius  (Geograph.  Antiq.  tom.  ii.  p.  391.)  and 
d'Anville  (Geographic  Ancienne,  tom.  ii.  p.  185.).  The  Arabs, 
and  even  Abulfctla  lumfeli,  do  not  feem  to  recognize  the  fcene  of 
their  viQprjr.  v 

.r  . CirCUItt- 
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circumcifed  ravifhers,  their  chaftity  and  religion  ”,  c IJIAP* 
The  exhortation  of  the  generals  was  brief  and  for- 
cible  : “ Paradife  is  before  you,  the  devil  and  hell- 
“ fire  in  your  rear.”  Yet  fuch  was  the  weight  of 
the  Roman  cavalry,  that  the  right  wing  of  the 
Arabs  was  broken  and  feparated  from  the  main 
body.  Thrice  did  they  retreat  in  diforder,  and 
thrice  were  they  driven  back  to  the  charge  by  the 
reproaches  and  blows  of  the  women.  In  the  in- 
tervals of  attion,  Abu  Obeidah  vifited  the  tents  of 
his  brethren,  prolonged  their  repofe,  by  repeating 
at  once  the  prayers  of  two  different  hours ; bound 
up  their  wounds  with  his  own  hands,  and  admi- 
niftered  the  comfortable  refieftion,  that  the  in- 
fidels partook  of  their  fufferings  without  partaking 
of  their  reward.  Four  thoufand  and  thirty  of  the 
Moflems  were  buried  in  the  field  of  battle ; and 
the  fkill  of  the  Armenian  archers  enabled  feven 
hundred  to  boaft  that  they  had  loft  an  eye  in  that 
meritorious  fervice.  The  veterans  of  the  Syrian 
war  acknowledged  that  it  was  the  hardeft  and  moft 
doubtful  of  the  days  which  they  had  feen.  But 
it  was  likewife  the  moft  decifive : many  thoufands 
of  the  Greeks  and  Syrians  fell  by  the  fwords  of  the 
Arabs ; many  were  flaughtered,  after  the  defeat 
in  the  woods  and  mountains ; many,  by  miftaking 
the  ford,  were  drowned  in  the  waters  of  the  Yer- 
muk ; and  however  the  Jof$  may  be  magnified 7S, 

the 

75  Tbefe  women  were  of  the  tribe  of  the  Hamyarites,  who  derived 
their  origin  from  the  ancient  Amelekites.  Their  females  were  ae- 
cuftomed  to  ride  on  hoifeback,  and  to  fight  like  the  Amazons  of  old 
{Ockley,  vol.  i.  p.  67.). 

76  We  killed  of  them,  fays  Abti  Obeidah  to  the  caliph,  one 

hundred 
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chap,  the  Ghriftian  writers  confefs  and  bewail  the  bloody 
^ LI*  . punifhment  of  their  fins 11 . Manuel,  the  Roman 
general,  was  either  killed  at  Damafcus,  or  took 
refuge  in  the  monaftery  of  mount  Sinai.  An 
exile  in  the  Byzantine  court,  Jabalah  lamented 
the  manners  of  Arabia,  and  his  unlucky  pre- 
ference of  the  Chriftian  caufe 7*.  He  had  once 
inclined  to  the  profefiion  of  I flam ; but  in  the 
pilgrimage  of  Mecca,  Jabalah  was  provoked  to 
ftrike  one  of  his  brethren,  and  fled  with  amaze- 
ment from  the  (tern  and  equal  juftice  of  the  caliph. 
The  viftorious  Saracens  enjoyed  at  Damafcus  a 
month  of  pleafure  and  repofe : the  fpoil  was  di- 
vided by  the  difcretion  of  Abu  Obeidah  : an  equal 
fhare  was  allotted  to  a foldier  and  to  his  horfe, 
and  a double  portion  was  referved  for  the  noble 
courfers  of  the  Arabian  breed. 

hundred  and  fifty  thoufand,  and  made  prifoners  forty  thoufand  (Ock- 
ley,  vol.  i.  p.  141.)*  As  I cannot  doubt  his  veracity,  nor  believe 
his  computation,  I muff  fufpedt  that  the  Arabic  hiitorians  indulged 
themfelves  in  the  pra&ice  of  coropofing  fpeeches  and  letters  for  their 
heroes. 

77  After  deploring  the  fins  of  the  Chriftians,  Theophanes  adds 
(Chronograph,  p.  *76.),  o ipu.i*o<  Aftx’hr.*  tuhtui  Wtt <*-c  to* 

**o»  t H Xfirtt,  Kai  yiHTai  erff-ru  wtoo-kto  Pvfistx*  r^ara  -n  Kara 

To  Ta&^ai  Xryw  (does  he  mean  Aiznadin  ?)  Iio/aecar,  x.xi 

atf*«Toxwr‘*».  His  account  is  brief  and  obfeure,  but  he  ac- 
cufet  the  numbers  of  the  enemy,  the  adveife  wind,  and  the  cloud  of 
dull : txr,  (the  Romans)  au-xva^aunwo*  iiarot  *o«- 

e^To»  rrrrw>T*t,  xai  iaxjrvt,  0oXXc»Ti{  11?  rot;  rt»oi«{  TB  totolui 

i*!t  «7r4iAo!To  (Chronograph,  p.  z8o.). 

7*  See  Abulfeda  (Annal.  Modem,  p.  70,  71.),  who  tranferihet 
the  poetical  complaint  of  Jabalah  himfelf,  and  fome  panegyrical 
drains  of  an  Arabian  poet,  to  whom  the  chief  of  GafTan  fent  from 
Conilantinople  a gift  of  five  hundred  pieces  of  gold,  by  the  hands 
of  the  ambaffador  of  Omar. 

, ' After 
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After  the  battle  of  Y ermuk,  the  Roman  army  c ha p. 
no  longer  appeared  in  the  field ; and  the  Saracens  . 
might  fecurely  chufe  among  the  fortified  towns  of  ^onqueft 
Syria,  the  firft  object  of  their  attack.  They  con-  iem, 
fulted  the  caliph  whether  they  fhould  march  A D* 6374 
to  Caefarea  or  Jerufalem  j and  the  advice  of  Ali 
determined  the  immediate  fiege  of  the  latter. 

To  a profane  eye,  Jerufalem  was  the  firft  or  fecond 
capital  of  Paleftine  ; but  after  Mecca  and  Medina, 
it  was  revered  and  vifited  by  the  devout  Modems, 
as  the  temple  of  the  Holy  Land  which  had  been 
fanftified  by  the  revelation  of  Mofes,  of  Jefus, 
and  of  Mahomet  himfelf.  The  fon  of  Abu  So- 
phian  was  lent  with  five  thoufand  Arabs  to  try 
the  firft  experiment  of  furprife  or  treaty : but  on 
the  eleventh  day,  the  town  was  inverted  by  the 
whole  force  of  Abu  Obeidah.  He  addreffed  the 
cuftomary  fummons  to  the  chief  commanders  and 
people  of  jElia19.  “ Health  and  happinels  to 
" every  one  that  follows  the  right  way  ! We  re- 
<f  quire  of  you  to  teftify  that  there  is  but  one 
“ God,  and  that  Mahomet  is  his  apoftle.  If  you 
x<  refufe  this,  confent  to  pay  tribute,  and  be  under 
“ us  forthwith.  Otherwife  I fhall  bring  men 
“ againft  you  who  love  death  better  than  you  do 
**  the  drinking  of  wine  or  eating  hogs  flefh. 

“ Nor  will  I everftir  from  you,  if  it  pleafe  God, 

» »»  ' . v 

79  In  the  name  of  the  city,  the  profane  prevailed  over  the  facred; 

Jerufalem  was  known  to  the  devout  Chriftiahs  (Eufeb.  de  Martyr. 

Palelt.  c.  xi.);  but  the  legal  and  popular  appellation  of  M'\a  (the 
colony  of  j®iius  Hadiianus)  has  parted  from  the  Romans  to  the 
Arabs  (Reland,  Paleftin.  tom  i.  p.  107.  tom.  ii.  p.  835.  d'Herbelot, 
Bildjotheque  Orientale,  Cods,  p.  169.  lha,  p.  420.).  The  epithet 
of  At  Cods,  the  Holy,  is  tiled  as  the  proper  name  of  Jerufalem. 

“ till 
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c p-  **  till  I have  deftroyed  thofe  that  fight  for  you, 

v f “ and  made  flaves  of  your  children.”  But  the 
city  was  defended  on  every  fide  by  deep  vallies 
and  fteep  afcents ; fince  the  invafion  of  Syria,  the 
walls  and  towers  had  been  anxioufly  reftored  ; the 
braveft  of  the  fugitives  of  Yermuk  had  ftopped 
in  the  neareft  place  of  refuge ; and  in  the  defence 
of  the  fepulchre  of  Chrift,  the  natives  and  ftrangers 
might  feel  fome  fparks  of  the  enthufiafm  which 
fo  fiercely  glowed  in  the  bofoms  of  the  Saracens. 
The  fiege  of  Jerufalem  lafted  four  months ; not 
a day  was  loft  without  fome  aftion  of  fally  or 
aflault;  the  military  engines  incefiantly  played 
from  the  ramparts  j and  the  inclemency  of  the 
winter  was  ftill  more  painful  and  deftru&ive  to 
the  Arabs.  The  Chriftians  yielded  at  length  to 
the  perfeverance  of  the  befiegers.  The  patriarch 
Sophropius  appeared  on  the  walls,  and  by  the 
voice  of  an  interpreter  demanded  a conference. 
After  a vain  attempt  to  difluade  the  lieutenant  of 
the  caliph  from  his  impious  enterprife,  he  pro- 
pofed,  in  the  name  of  the  people,  a fair  capitula- 
tion, with  this  extraordinary  claufe,  that  the  ar- 
ticles of  fecurity  fhould  be  ratified  by  the  authority 
and  prefence  of  Omarhimfelf.  The  queftion  was 
debated  in  the  council  of  Medina;  the  fanftity  of 
the  place,  and  the  advice  of  Ali,  perfuaded  the 
caliph  to  gratify  the  wifhes  of  his  foldiers  and  ene- 
mies, and  the  fimplicity  of  his  journey  is  more 
illuftrious  than  the  royal  pageants  of  vanity  and 
oppreffion.  The  conqueror  of  Perfia  and  Syria 
was  mounted  on  a red  camel,  which  carried,  be- 
fides  his  perfori,  a bag  of  corn,  a bag  of  dates,  a 

wooden 
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wooden  dilli,  and  a leathern  bottle  of  water.  c 
Wherever  he  halted,  the  company,  without  dif-  i__  -—■■■■  ■» 
tin&ion,  was  invited  to  partake  of  his  homely  fare, 
and  the  repaft  was  confecrated  by  the  prayer  and 
exhortation  of  the  commander  of  the  faithful 
But  in  this  expedition  or  pilgrimage,  his  power 
was  exercifed  in  the  adminiftration  of  juftice ; he 
reformed  the  licentious  polygamy  of  the  Arabs, 
relieved  the  tributaries  from  extortion  and  cruelty, 
and  chaftifed  the  luxury  of  the  Saracens,  by  de- 
fpoiling  them  of  their  rich  filks,  and  dragging 
them  on  their  faces  in  the  dirt.  When  he  came 
within  fight  of  Jerufalem,  the  caliph  cried  with  a 
loud  voice,  “ God  is  victorious.  O Lord  give  us 
“ an  eafy  conqueft  j”  and  pitching  his  tent  of coarle 
hair,  calmly  feated  himfelf  on  the  ground.  After 
figning  the  capitulation,  he  entered  the  city  with- 
out fear  or  precaution  ■,  and  courteoufiy  difeourfed 
with  the  patriarch  concerning  its  religious  anti- 
quities **.  Sophronius  bowed  before  his  new 
mafter,  and  fecretly  muttered,  in  the  words  of 
Daniel,  u The  abomination  of  defolation  is  in  the 
“ holy  place  At  the  hour  of  prayer,  they  flood 

80  The  lingular  journey  and  equipage  of  Omar  are  deferibed  (be- 
fides  Ockley,  vol.  i.  p.  150.)  byMuitadi  (Mervciiles  de  l'figyptc, 

J>.  200— -202.). 

* 1 The  Arabs  boaft  of  an  old  prophecy  preferved  at  Jerufalem, 
and  deferibing  the  name,  the  religion,  and  the  perfon  of  Omar,  the 
future  conqueror.  By  fuclt  arts  the  Jews  are  faid  to  have  foothed 
the  pride  of  their  foreign  mailers,  Cyrus  and  Alexander  (Joleph. 

Ant-,  Jud.  1,  xi.  c.  1.  8.  p.  54.7.  579—582.). 

Sl  To  aot\vytA.x  T»i{  igr.fx.co'iv;  to  j»9i»  oiot  ru  irfiQrrrtl  sent?  tt 

TC.W4’  xyiu.  tf'heophan.  Chronograph,  p.  zSt.  This  prediction, 
which  had  already  lerved  for  Antiochus  and  the  Romans,  was  again 
refitted  for  the  prefeut  occalion,  by  the  tEeonofny  of  Sophronius, 
one  of  the  deeped  theologians  of  the  Monothelite  controverl'y. 
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chap,  together  in  the  church  of  the  Refurre&ion ; but 
. ■ the  caliph  refufed  to  perform  his  devotions,  and 

contented  himfelf  with  praying  on  the  fteps  of  the 
church  of  Conftantine.  To  the  patriarch  he  dif- 
clofed  his  prudent  and  honourable  motive.  “ Had 
“ I yielded,”  faid  Omar,  ft  to  your  requeft,  the 
“ Modems  of  a future  age  would  have  infringed 
t£  the  treaty  under  colour  of  imitating  my  ex- 
<l  ample.”  By  his  command,  the  ground  of  the 
temple  of  Solomon  was  prepared  for  the  founda- 
tion of  a mofch 83 ; and,  during  a refidence  of  ten 
days,  he  regulated  the  prefent  and  future  ftate 
of  his  Syrian  conquefts.  Medina  might  be  jea- 
lous, left  the  caliph  Ihould  be  detained  by  the 
fanftity  of  Jerufalem  or  the  beauty  of  Damafcus  $ 
her  apprehenfions  were  difpelled  by  his  prompt 
and  voluntary  return  to  the  tomb  of  the  apoftle  *\ 
°ndAnP-P°  To  atchieve  what  yet  remained  of  the  Syrian 
tioch,  war,  the  caliph  had  formed  two  feparate  armies  ; a 
A.D.63*.  detachment,  under  Amrou  and  Yezid,  was 

left  in  the  camp  of  Paleftine ; while  the  larger  di- 
■vifion,  under  the  ftandard  of  Abu  Obeidah  and 
Caled,  matched  away  to  the  north  againft  Antioch 

According  to  the  accurate  furvey  of  d'Anville  (DifTertation  fur 
Pancienne  Jerufalem,  p.  42 — J4-).  the  mofch  of  Omar,  enlarged  and 
embellifhed  by  fucceeding  caliphs,  covered  the  ground  of  the  ancient 
temple  (waAeas*  tjj  ftrya ran  icem^o:,  fays  Phocas),  a length  of 
*15,  a breadth  of  172,  toifes.  The  Nubian  geographer  declares, 
that  this  magnificent  ftru&ure  was  fecond  only  in  fize  and  beauty 
to  the  great  mofch  of  Cordova  (p.  11 3.),  wliofe  prefent  ftate  Mr. 
Swinburne  has  fo  elegantly  reprefented  (Travels  into  Spain,  p. 
*96 — 302.). 

®+  Of  the  many  Arabic  tarikhs  or  chronicles  of  Jerufalem  (d’Her- 
belot,  p.  867.),  Ockley  found  one  among  the  Pocock  MSS,  of  Ox- 
ford (vol.  i.  p.  257.),  which  he  has  ufed  to  fupply  the  defeftive  nar- 
rative of  A1  Wakidi. 
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and  Aleppo.  The  latter  of  thefe,  the  Ber*a  of  ci£AP. 
the  Greeks,  was  not  yet  illuftrious  as  the  capital  ■ 
of  a province  or  a kingdom ; and  the  inhabitants, 
by  anticipating  their  fubmiffion  and  pleading  their 
poverty,  obtained  a moderate  compofition  for  their 
lives  and  religion.  But  the  caftle  of  Aleppo  ®5, 
diftinft  from  the  city,  flood  ere£l  on  a lofty  arti- 
ficial mound  : the  Tides  were  fharpened  to  a pre- 
cipice, and  faced  with  freeftone ; and  the  breadth 
of  the  ditch  might  be  filled  with  water  from  the 
neighbouring  fprings.  After  the  lofs  of  three 
thoufand  men,  the  garrifon  was  ftill  equal  to  the 
defence  and  Y oukinna,  their  valiant  and  heredi- 
tary chief,  had  murdered  his  brother,  an  holy 
monk,  for  daring  to  pronounce  the  name  of  peace. 

In  a fiege  of  four  or  five  months,  the  hardefl  of 
the  Syrian  war,  great  numbers  of  the  Saracens  were 
killed  and  wounded : their  removal  to  the  diftance  1 
of  a mile  could  not  feduce  the  vigilance  of  You- 
kinna  j nor  could  the  Chriftians  be  terrified  by  the 
execution  of  three  hundred  captives,  whom  they 
beheaded  before  the  caftle  wall.  The  filence,  and 
at  length  the  complaints,  of  Abu  Obeidah  in- 
formed the  caliph  that  their  hope  and  patience 
were  confumed  at  the  foot  of  this  impregnable 
fortrefs.  f<  I am  varioufly  affedted,”  replied  Omar, 

“ by  the  difference  of  your  fuccefs  ■,  but  I charge 

*5  The  Perfian  hiftorian  of  Timur  (tom.  iii.  1.  v.  c.  %i.  p.  300.) 
defcribes  the  caftle  of  Aleppo  as  founded  on  a rock  one  hundred 
cubits  in  height ; a proof,  fays  the  French  tranflator,  that  he  had 
never  vilited  the  place.  It  is  now  in  the  midft  of  the  city,  of  no 
ftrength,  with  a tingle  gate,  the  circuit  is  about  5 or  600  paces,  and 
the  ditch  half  full  of  ftagnant  water  (Voyages  de  Tavernier,  tom.  i. 
p.  149.  Pocock,  vol.  ii.  part  i.  p.  150.).  The  fomeffesof  the  Eaft 
ar»  contemptible  to  an  European  eye. 
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C 'If  P"  <C  y°u  ky  no  means  to  raife  the  fiege  of  the  cadle*  ' 
^ ‘ , c<  Your  retreat  would  diminifh  the  reputation  of 

“ our  arms,  and  encourage ' the  infidels  to  fall 
•**  upon  you  on  all  fides.  Remain  before, Aleppo 
te  till  God  (hall  determine  the  event,  and  forage 
with  your  horfe  round  the  adjacent  country.”  The 
exhortation  of  the  commander  of  the  faithful  was 
fortified  by  a fupply  of  volunteers  from  all  the 
tribes  of  Arabia,  who  arrived  in  the  camp  on 
horfes  or  camels.  Among  thefe  was  Dames,  of  a 
fervile  birth,  but  of  gigantic  fize  and  intrepid  re- 
folution.  The  forty-feventh  day  of  his  fervice  he 
propofed,  with  only  thirty  men,  to'  make  an  at- 
tempt on  the  caftle.  The  experience  and  tefti- 
•mony  ofCaled  recommended  his  ofFer  ; and  Abu 
Obeidah  admonifhed  his  brethren  not  to  defpife 
the  bafer  origin  of  Dames,  fince  he  himfelf,  could 
he  relinquilh  the  public  care,  would  cheerfully 
ferve  under  the  banner  of  the  Have.  His  defign 
was  covered  by  the  appearance  of  a retreat ; and 
■the  camp  of  the  Saracens  was  pitched  about  a 
‘league  from  Aleppo.  The  thirty  adventurers  lay 
-in  ambulh  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  j and  Dames  at 
-length  fucceeded  in  his  inquiries,  though  he  was 
provoked  by  the  ignorance  of  his  Greek  captives. 

“ God  curfe  thefe  dogs,”  laid  the  illiterate  Arab, 
what  a ftrange  barbarous  language  they  fpeak  1” 

At  the  darkeft:  hour  of  the  night,  he  fealed  the 
moft  accefiible  height  which  he  had  diligently  fur- 
veyed,  a place  where  the  (tones  were  lefs  entire, 
or  the  fiope  lefs  perpendicular,  or  the  guard  lefs 
vigilant.  - Seven  of  the  ftouteft  Saracens  mounted 
on  each  other’s  Ihouldcrs,  and  the  weight  of  the 
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column  was  fuftained  on  the  broad  and  finewy  c HL^  p* 

back  of  jthre  gigantic  flave.  The  foremod  in  this  t 

painful  afcent  could  grafp  and  climb  the  lowed 
part  of  the  battlements  j they  filently  dabbed  and 
cad  down  the  fentinels  i and  the  thirty  brethren, 
repeating  a pious  ejaculation,  “ O apodle  of  God, 

“ help  and  deliver  us !”  were  fucceffively  drawn 
up  by  the  long  folds  of  their  turbans.  With  bold 
and  cautious  footdeps.  Dames  explored  the  palace 
of  the  governor,  who  celebrated,  in  riotous  merri- 
ment, the  fedival  of  his  deliverance.  From  thence, 
returning  to  his  companions,  he  aflaulted  on  the 
infide  the  entrance  of  the  cadle.  They  overpower- 
ed the  guard,  unbolted  the  gate,  let  down  the  draw- 
bridge, and  defended  the  narrow  pals,  till  the  ar- 
rival of  Caled,  with  the  dawn  of  day,  relieved 
their  danger  and  allured  their  conqued.  You- 
kinna,  a formidable  foe,  became  an  aftive  and 
ufeful  profelyte ; and  the  general  of  the  Saracens 
exprefled  his  regard  for  the  mod  humble  merit, 
by  detaining  the  army  at  Aleppo  till  Dames  was 
cured  of  his  honourable  wounds.  The  capital  of 
Syria  was  dill  covered  by  the  cadle  of  Aazaz  and  the 
iron  bridge  of  the  Orontes.  Ader  the  lofs  of  thole 
important  pods,  and  the  defeat  of  the  lad  of  the 
Roman  armies,  the  luxury  of  Antioch  ,6  trembled 

and 

*6  The  date  of  the  conqueft  of  Antioch  by  the  Arabs  is  of  fome 
importance.  By  comparing  the  years  of  the  world  in  the  chrono- 
graph y of  Theophancs  with  the  years  of  the  Hegira  in  the  hiftory  of 
Elmacin,  we  (hall  determine,  that  it  was  taken  between  January 
a 3*  and  September  1“  of  the  year  of  Chrill  638  (Pagi.  Critica,  in 
Baron.  Anna!,  tom.  ti.  p.  81s,  813.).  At  Wakidi  (Ockky,  *ol.  i. 
p.  314..)  atligns  that  event  to  Tuefday,  Auguft  st®,  an  iooonfiftent 
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c ha  P.  ancj  obeyed.  Her  fafety  was  ranfomed  with  three 
v_  hundred  thoufand  pieces  of  gold ; but  the  throne 

of  the  fucceflors  of  Alexander,  the  feat  of  the  Ro- 
man government  in  the  Eaft,  which  had  been  de- 
corated by  Casfar  with  the  titles  of  free,  and  holy, 
and  inviolate,  was  degraded  under  the  yoke  of  the 
caliphs  to  the  fecondary  rank  of  a provincial 
town ,T. 

Flight  of  Jn  the  life  of  Heraclius,  the  glories  of  the  Per- 
A JX638.  fian  war  are  clouded  on  either  hand  by  the  difgrace 
and  weaknefs  of  his  more  early  and  his  later  days. 
When  the  fucceflors  of  Mahomet  unfheathed  the 
fword  of  war  and  religion,  he  was  aftonifhed  at  the 
boundlefs  profpeft  of  toil  and  danger  ; his  nature 
was  indolent,  nor  could  the  infirm  and  frigid  age 
of  the  emperor  be  kindled  to  a fecond  effort.  The 
fenfe  of  fhame,  and  the  importunities  of  the  Sy- 
rians, prevented  his  hafty  departure  from  the  feene 
of  attion ; but  the  hero  was  no  more ; and  the  lofs 
of  DamafCus  and  Jerufalem,  the  bloody  fields  of 
Aiznadin  and  Yermuk,  may  be  imputed  in  fome 
degree  to  the  abfence  or  mifcondudl:  of  the  fove- 
reign.  Inftead  of  defending  the  fepulchre  of  Chrift, 
he  involved  the  church  and  ftate  in  a metaphyfical 
controverfy  for  the  unity  of  his  will  j and  while 

date;  Cnee  Eafter  fell  that  year  on  April  5th,  the  ai«  of  Auguft 
mull  have  been  a Friday  (fee  the  Tables  of  the  Art  de  Verifier  les 
Dates). 

*7  His  bounteous  edift,  which  tempted  the  grateful  city  to  aflume 
the  viftory  of  Pharfalia  for  a perpetual  «ra,  is  given  »»  Amo^n*  tjj 
(tnrpoiroKfi,  iipet  xai  eurv?w  *a«  oturovoftai  xat  apxpcni  kou  in 

re?  aten^-tK.  John  Malela,  in  Chron.  p.  91.  edit.  Venet.  We 
may  diftinguilh  his  authentic  information  of  dameftic  faffs  from  his 
grofs  ignorance  of  general  hiftory. 

Hera- 


Digitized  by  Google 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE. 

Heraclius  crowned  the  offspring  of  his  fecon'd 
nuptials,  he  was  tamely  fit  ipped  of  the  mod  valu- 
able part  of  their  inheritance.  In  the  cathedral  of 
Antioch,  in  the  prefence  of  the  bifhops,  at  the  foot 
of  the  crucifix,  he  bewailed  the  fins  of  the  prince 
and  people  ; but  his  confeffion  inftrufted  the  world, 
that  it  was  vain,  and  perhaps  impious,  to  refift 
the  judgment  of  God.  The  Saracens  were  invin- 
cible in  faff,  fince  they  were  invincible  in  opinion; 
and  the  defertion  ofYoukinna,  his  falfe  repent- 
ance and  repeated  perfidy,  might  juftify  the  fufpi- 
cion  of  the  emperor,  that  he  was  encompafied  by 
traitors  and  apoftates,  who  confpired  to  betray  his 
perfon  and  their  country  to  the  enemies  of  Chrift. 
In  the  hour  of  adverficy,  his  fuperftition  was  agi- 
tated by  the  omens  and  dreams  of  a falling  crown  ; 
and  after  bidding  an  eternal  farewel  to  Syria,  he 
fecretly  embarked  with  a few  attendants,  and  ab- 
folved  the  faith  of  his  fubjedts  **.  Conftantine, 
his  eldeft  fon,  had  been  ftationed  with  forty  thou- 
fand  men  at  Caefarea,  the  civil  metropolis  of  the 
three  provinces  of  Palefline.  But  his  private  fil- 
tered: recalled  him  to  the  Byzantine  court ; and, 
after  the  flight  of  his  father,  he  felt  himfeif  an  un- 
equal champion  to  the  united  force  of  the  caliph.  His 
vanguard  was  boldly  attacked  by  three  hundred  Arabs 
and  a thoufand  black  flaves,  who,  in  the  depth  of 
winter,  had  climbed  the  fnowy  mountains  of  Li- 


See  Ockley  (vcl.  i.  p.  308.  31*.),  who  laughs  at  the  credulity 
of  his  author.  When  Heraclius  bade  farewel  to  Syria,  Vale  Syria  et 
ultimum  vale,  he  prophefied  that  the  Romans  fliould  never  re-enter 
the  province  till  the  birth  of  an  inaufpicious  child,  the  future  fcourge 
of  the  empire.  Abulfeda,  p.  68.  I am  perfectly  ignorant  of  the 
my  flic  fcnfc,  or  nonfenfe,  of  this  pre<ii£lion. 
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banus,  and  who  were  fpeedily  followed  by  the  vic- 
torious fquadrons  of  Caled  himfelf.  From  the 
north  and  fouth  the  troops  of  Antioch  and  Jeru- 
falem  advanced  along  the  fea  Ihore,  till  their 
banners  were  joined  under  the  walls  of  the  Phoeni- 
cian cities:  Tripoli  and  Tyre  were  betrayed;  and 
a fleet  of  fifty  tranfports,  which  entered  without 
diftruft  the  captive  harbours,  brought  a feafonable 
fupply  of  arms  and  provifions  to  the  camp  of  the 
Saracens.  Their  labours  were  terminated  by  the 
unexpe&ed  furrender  of  Caefarea:  the  Roman 
prince  had  embarked  in  the  night  ** ; and  the  de- 
fencelefs  citizens  folicited  their  pardon  with  an  of- 
fering of  two  hundred  thoufand  pieces  of  gold.  The 
remainder  of  the  province,  Ramlah,  Ptolemais  or 
Acre,  Sichem  or  Neapolis,  Gaza,  Afcalon,  Bery- 
tus,  Sidon,  Gabala,  Laodicea,  Apamea,  Hiera- 
polis,  no  longer  prefumed  to  difpute  the  will  of 
the  conqueror ; and  Syria  bowed  under  the  fceptre 
of  the  caliphs  feven  hundred  years  after  Pompey 
had  defpoiled  die  laft  of  the  Macedonian 
kings  ®°. 


*9  In  the  loofe  and  obfcure  chronology  of  the  timet,  I am  guided 
by  an  authentic  record  (in  the  book  of  ceremonies  of  Conftantine 
Porphyrogenitus),  which  certifies  that,  June  4,  A.  D.  6yg,  the  em- 
peror crowned  his  younger  ion  Heraclius  in  the  prefeoce  of  bis 
elded  Conftantine,  and  in  the  palace  of  Conftantinople;  that  January 
t , A.  D.  639,  the  royal  proceflion  vifited  the  great  church,  and  on 
the  4,h  of  the  fame  month,  the  hippodrome. 

1 90  Sixty-five  years  before  Chrift,  Syria  Pontufque  monumenta  Hint 
Cn.  Pompeii  virtutit  (Veil.  Patercul.  ii.  38.),  rather  of  his  fortune 
and  power  : he  adjudged  Syria  to  be  a Roman  province,  and  the  laft 
of  the  Seleucides  were  incapable  of  drawing  a fword  in  the  defence 
of  their  patrimony  (tee  the  original  texts  collected  by  Ufher,  Annal. 
P-4*o.).  ... 

The 
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The  fieges  and  battles  of  fix  campaigns  had  c ^ A p- 
confumed  many  thoufands  of  the  Mofiems.  They  i—v-L— i 
died  with  the  reputation  and  the  cheerfulnefs  of  The  eon‘ 

4 , # auerorsox 

martyrs ; and  the  fimplicity  of  their  faith  may  be  Syria, 
exprefifed  in  the  words  of  an  Arabian  youth,  when 
he  embraced,  for  the  laft  time,  his  fitter  and  mo- 
ther : <c  It  is  not,”  faid  he,  “ the  delicacies  of 
“ Syria,  or  the  fading  delights  of  this  world,  that 
“ have  prompted  me  to  devote  my  life  in  the  caufe 
“ of  religion.  But  I feek  the  favour  of  God  and 
*«  his  apoftle  ; and  I have  heard,  from  one  of  the 
“ companions  of  the  prophet,  that  the  fpirits  of 
“ the  martyrs  will  be  lodged  in  the  crops  of  green 
“ birds,  who  fhall  tafte  the  fruits,  and  drink  of 
“ the  rivers,  of  paradife.  Farewel,  we  fhall  meet 
* again  among  the  groves  and  fountains  which  God 
“ has  provided  for  his  eleft.”  The  faithful  cap- 
tives might  exercife  a pafiive  and  more  arduous  re- 
folution ; and  a coufin  of  Mahomet  is  celebrated 
for  refufing,  after  an  abftinence  of  three  days,  the 
wine  and  pork,  the  only  nourifhment  that  was  al- 
lowed by  the  malice  of  the  infidels.  The  frailty 
of  fome  weaker  brethren  exafperated  the  implacable 
fpirit  of  fanaticilm  ; and  the  father  of  Amer  de- 
plored, in  pathetic  itrains,the  apoftacy  and  damna- 
tion of  a fon,  who  had  renounced  the  promifes  of 
God,  and  the  intercefiion  of  the  prophet,  to  oc- 
cupy, with  the  priefts  and  deacons,  the  loweft 
manfions  of  hell.  The  more  fortunate  Arabs,  who 
furvived  the  war  and  prefevered  in  the  faith,  were 
.reftrained  by  their  abftemious  leader  from  the  abufe 
of  profperity.  After  a refrefhment  of  three  days, 

Abu  Obeidah  withdrew  his  troops  from  the  per- 
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nicious  contagion  of  the  luxury  of  Antioch,  and 
allured  the  caliph  that  their  religion  and  virtue 
could  only  be  preferved  by  the  hard  difcipline  of 
poverty  and  labour.  But  the  virtue  of  Omar, 
however  rigorous  to  himfelf,  was  kind  and  liberal 
to  his -brethren.  After  a juft  tribute  of  praife  and 
thankfgiving,  he  dropt  a tear  of  companion ; and 
fitting  down  on  the  ground,  wrote  an  anfwer,  in 
which  he  mildly  cenfured  the  feverity  of  his  lieu- 
tenant : “ God,”  faid  the  fucceftor  of  the  pro- 
phet, “ has  not  forbidden  the  ufe  of  the  good 
“ things  of  this  world  to  faithful  men,  and  fuch  as 
**  have  performed  good  works.  Therefore  you 
**  ought  to  have  given  them  leave  to  reft  them- 
“ felves,  and  partake  freely  of  thofe  good  things 
“ which  the  country  affordeth.  If  any  of  the  Sa- 
**  racens  has  no  family  in  Arabia,  they  may  marry 
**  in  Syria ; and  whoibever  of  them  wants  any  fe- 
f*  male  flaves,  he  may  purchafe  as  many  as  he 
a hath  occafion  for.”  The  conquerors  prepared 
to  ufe,  or  to  abufe,  this  gracious  permiflion  j but 
the  year  of  their  triumph  was  marked  by  a morta- 
lity of  men  and  cattle;  and  twenty-five  thoufand 
Saracens  were  fnatched  away  from  the  pofieflion  of 
Syria.  The  death  of  Abu  Obeidah  might  be  la- 
mented by  the  Chriftians  ; but  his  brethren  recol- 
lected that  he  was  one  of  the  ten  eleft  whom  the 
prophet  had  named  as  the  heirs  of  paradife  9\  Ca- 

, O'  Abulfeda,  Anna!.  Modem,  p.  73.  Mahomet  could  artfully 
▼ary  the  praifesof  his  difc'.ples.  Of  Omar  he  was  accuftomed  to 
Jay,  that  if  a prophet  couid  arife  after  himfelf,  it  would  be  Omar; 
and  that  in  a general  calamity,  Omar  would  be  excepted  by  the  divine 

juftice  (Ockley.  vol.  i.  p.  m.). 

.A)  '.  , . ; . 


Digitized  by  Google 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE.  4*' 

■ " " 

kd  furvived  his  brethren  about  three  years  j and 
the  tomb  of  the  fword  of  God  is  Ihewn  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Emefa.  His  valour,  which 
founded  in  Arabia  and  Syria  the  empire  of  the  ca- 
liphs, was  fortified  by  the  opinion  of  a fpecial  pro- 
vidence i and  as  long  as  he  wore  a cap,  which  had 
been  blefied  by  Mahomet,  he  deemed  himfelf  in- 
vulnerable amidft  the  darts  of  the  infidels. 

The  place  of  the  firft  conquerors  was  fupplied 
by  a new  generation  of  their  children  and  country-,  conquer- 
men  j Syria  became  the  feat  and  fupport  of  the  °r’A.D. 
houfe  of  Ommiyah  ■,  and  the  revenue,  the  foldiers,  fi39 — 6ss* 
the  fhips  of  that  powerful  kingdom,  were  confe- 
crated  to  enlarge  on  every  fide  the  empire  of  the 
caliphs.  But  the  Saracens  defpife  a fuperfluity  of 
fame ; and  their  hiftorians  fcarcely  condefcend  to 
mention  the  fubordinate  conquefts  which  are  loft 
in  the  fplendour  and  rapidity  of  their  victorious 
career.  To  the  north  of  Syria,  they  paHed  mount 
Taurus,  and  reduced  to  their  obedience  the  pro- 
vince of  Cilicia,  with  its  capital  Tarfus,  the  anci- 
ent monument  of  the  AfTyrian  kings.  Beyond  a 
fecond  ridge  of  the  fame  mountains,  they  fpread 
the  flame  of  war,  rather  than  the  light  of  religion, 
as  far  as  the  fhores  of  the  Euxine  and  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Conftantinople.  To  the  eaft  they  ad- 
vanced to  the  banks  and  fources  of  the  Euphrates 
and  Tigris**:  the  long- difputed  barrier  of  Romeand 

Perfia 

9*  A1  Wakitli  had  likewife  written  an  hiftory  of  the  conqueft  of  * 
Diarbekir,  or  Mefopotamia  (Ockley,  at  the  end  of  the  ii<*  vol.), 
which  our  interpreters  do  not  appear  to  have  feen.  The  Chronicle 
of  Dionyfius  of  Telmar,  the  Jacobite  patriarch,  records  the  taking 
of  EdclTa  A.  D.  637,  and  of  Dara  A.  D.  (4s  ( AtTeman.  Bibliot. 

£ e 4 Orient. 


Digitized  by  Google 


424 

chap. 

•Li. 


h A 


THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 


Perfia  was  for  eve/ confounded-,  the  walls  ofEdefla 
and  Airuda,  ofDaraand  Nifibis,  which  had  refilled 
the  arms  and  engines  of  Sapor  or  Nulhirvan,  were 
levelled  in  the  dull ; and  the  holy  city  of  Abgarus 
might  vainly  produce  the  epiftle  of  the  image  of 
Chrift  to  an  unbelieving  conqueror.  To  the  weft, 
the  Syrian  kingdom  is  bounded  by  the  fea:  and 
the  ruin  of  Aradus,  a fmall  ifland  or  peninfula 
on  the  coatt,  was  poftponed  during  ten  years.  But 
the  hills  of  Libanus  abounded  in  timber,  the  trade 
of  Phoenicia  was  populous  in  mariners ; and  a 
fleet  of  feventeen  hundred  barks  was  equipped  and 
manned  by  the  natives  of  the  defert.  The  Impe- 
rial navy  of  the  Romans  fled  before  them  from 
the  Pamphylian  rocks  to  the  Hellefpont ; but  the 
ipirit  of  the  emperor,  a grandfon  of  Heraclius, 
had  been  fubdued  before  the  combat  by  a dream 
and  a pun91.  The  Saracens  rode  matters  of  the 
fea ; and  the  iflanefs  of  Cyprus,  Rhodes,  and  the 
Cyclades,  were  fucceflively  expofed  to  their  rapa- 
cious vifits.  Three  hundred  years  before  the 
Chriftian  tera,  the  memorable  though  fruitlefs  fiege 
of  Rhodes  94  by  Demetrius,  had  furnilhed  that 

maritime 


Orient  tom.  |,.  p 103.);  an<1  the  attentive  may  glean  feme  doubt, 
ful  information  from  the  Chronognpby  of  Theoph.ne,  (p. 

, A u tOWnS  °f  yielded  by  fun-ender 

(Abulpharag.  p.  n*.). 

m«.nn,n„C<1Tamtthua,huWaSat  TheflFi,°"ica>  a"  harmlefs  and  un- 
mng  v.iion  ; but  his  foothfayer,  or  his  cowardice,  underftood 

a defcat  concealed  in  that  inaufpicious  word 
6 ? vto?  Give  to  another  the  via  or  y (Theopban.  p.  286  Z« 
naras,  tom.  ii.  1.  xiv.  p.  n ^ v p p 86, 

?,iETe7  r311*®6  a"d  ewy  ,hat  relates  ,0  t!lc  ifle,  the  citv 
Meu^  t^h  °L  ?,0deS>  a'e  comP'led  in  the  lahorious  t.eatifejf 
Mcurfius,  who  has  bellowed  the  fame  diligence  on  the  two  large,  iflands 
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maritime  republic  with  the  materials  and  the  fub-  c P- 
je£t  of  a trophy.  A gigantic  ftatue  of  Apollo  or  , . 
the  fun,  feventy  cubits  in  height,  was  erefted  at 
the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  a monument  of  the 
freedom  and  the  arts  of  Greece.  After  Handing 
fifty- fix  years,  the  coloflus  of  Rhodes  was  over- 
thrown by  an  earthquake : but  the  mafiy  trunk, 
and  huge  fragments,  lay  fcattered  eight  centuries 
On  the  ground,  and  are  often  defcribed  as  one  of 
the  wonders  of  the  ancient  world..  They  were  col- 
ledted  by  the  diligence  of  the  Saracens,  and  fold 
to  a Jewilh  merchant  of  Edeffa,  who  is  faid  to  have 
laden  nine  hundred  camels  with  the  weight  of  the 
brafs  metal : an  enormous  weight,  though  we  fhould 
include  the  hundred  coloffal  figures 95,  and  the  three 
thoufand  ftatues,  which  adorned  the  profperity  of 
the  city  of  the  fun. ' 

II.  The  conqueft  of  Egypt  may  be  explained  by  Egyi-t. 
the  character  of  the  vi6torious  Saracen,  one  of  the 
firft  of  his  nation,  in  an  age  when  the  meaneft  of  Amroa. 
the  brethren  was  exalted  above  his  nature  by  the 
fpirit  of  enthufiafm.  The  birth  of  Amrou  was  at 
once  bafe  and  illuftrious  : his  mother,  a notorious 
proftitute,  was  unable  to  decide  among  five  of  the 
Koreifh  ■,  but  the  proof  of  refemblance  adjudged 
the  child  to  Aafi  the  oldeft  of  her  lovers  9*.  The 

: youth  ' 

of  Crete  and  Cyprus.  See  in  the  iii<*  vol.  of  his  works,  the  Rbodut 
of  Meui fius  (I.  i.  c.  15.  p.  71  j— 719.).  The  Byzantine  writeis, 
Theoplianes  and  Conllantine,  have  ignorantly  prolonged  the  term  to  ^ 

1360  years,  and  ridiculou/ly  divide  the  weight  among  30,000 
camels. 

9 s Centum  colofli  alium  nobilitaturi  locum,  fays  Pliny,  with  his 
ijfual  fpirit.  Hill.  Natur.  xxxiv.  18. 

96  We  learn  this  anecdote  from  a fpirited  old  woman,  who  re- 
viled to  their  faces  the  caliph  and  his  friend.  She  was  encouraged 
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C 1,1^  P*  .y°uth  Amrou  was  impelled  by  the  paflions  and 
prejudices  of  his  kindred : his  poetic  genius  was 
exercifed  in  fatirical  verfes  againft  the  perfon  and 
do&rine  of  Mahomet  ; his  dexterity  was  employed 
by  the  reigning  faction  to  purfue  the  religious 
exiles  who  had  taken  refuge  in  the  court  of  the 
^Ethiopian  king97.  Yet  he  returned  from  this 
embafify,  a fecret  profelyte  j his  reafon  or  his  in- 
tereft  determined  him  to  renounce  the  worlhip  of 
idols  j he  efcaped  from  Mecca  with  his  friend  Ca- 
led,  and  the  prophet  of  Medina  enjoyed  at  the 
fame  moment  the  fatisfaftion  of  embracing  the  two 
firmefi  champions  of  his  caufe.  The  impatience 
of  Amrou  to  lead  the  armies  of  the  faithful,  was 
checked  by  the  reproof  of  Omar,  who  advifed 
him  not  to  feek  power  and  dominion,  fince  he 
who  is  a fubjedl  to-day,  may  be  a prince  tomor- 
row. Yet  his  merit  was  not  overlooked  by  the  two 
firft  fucceflbrs  of  Mahomet ; they  were  indebted  to 

4 

his  arms  for  the  conqueftof  Paleftine ; and  in  all  the 
battles  and  fieges  of  Syria,  he  united  with  the 
j temper  of  a chief,  the  valour  of  an  adventurous 

fbldier.  In  a vifit  to  Medina,  the  caliph  exprefied 
a wifh  to  furvey  the  fword  which  had  cut  down  fo 
many  Chriftian  warriors : the  fon  of  Aafi  un- 
fheathed  a (hort  and  ordinary  feymetar  j and  as  he 
perceived  the  furprife  of  Omar,  " Alas,”  faid  the 
modeft  Saracen,  “ the  fword  itfelf,  without  the 

* . .4+ 

by  the  filenee  of  Amrou  and  the  liberality  of  Moawiyah  (Abulfeda, 
Anna!.  Mofiem.  p.  in.).  . .7 

97  Gagnier,  Vje  de  Mahomet,  tom.  it.  p.  +6,  &e.  who  quotes  the 
AbyfTmian  hiftofy,  or  romance,  of  Abdel  Baltides.  Yet  the  faff  of 
the  embafly  and  ambalTador  may  be ai lowed.  . - • ' 

“ arm 
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,l  arm  of  its  matter,  is  neither  ttiarper  nor  more  C P* 
“ weighty  than  the  fword  of  Pharezdak  the  * 

« poet 0$ .”  After  the  conqueft  of  Egypt  he  was 
recalled  by  the  jealoufy  of  the  caliph  Othman; 
but  in  the  fubfequent  troubles,  the  ambition  of  a 
foldier,  a ftatefman,  and  an  orator,  emerged  from 
a private  ftation.  His  powerful  fupport,  both  in 
council  and  in  the  field,  eftablifhed  the  throne  of 
the  Ommiades ; the  adminiftration  and  revenue  $f 
Egypt  were  reftored  by  the  gratitude  of  Moawiyah 
to  a faithful  friend  who  had  railed  himfelf  above  the 
rank  of  a fubjedt ; and  Amrou  ended  his  days  in 
the  palace  and  city  which'  he  had  founded  on  the 
banks  of  the  Nile.  His  dying  fpeech  to  his 
children  is  celebrated  by  the  Arabians  as  a model 
of  eloquence  and  wifdom : he  deplored  the  errors 
of  his  youth ; but  if  the  penitent  was  (till  infe&ed 
by  tire  vanity  of  a poet,  he  might  exaggerate  the 
venom  and  mifehief  of  his  impious  compofi- 
tions 

From  his  camp,  in  Paleftine,  Amrou  had  fur-  invafionof 
prifed  or  anticipated  the  caliph’s  leave  for  the  in- 
vafion  of  Egypt  ‘°°.  The  magnanimous  Omar  in- 
truded 

9®  This  faying  is  preferred  by  Pocock  (Not.  ad  Carmen  Tograi, 
p.  184.),  and  juftly  applauded  by  Mr.  Harris  (Philofopbical  Ar- 
rangements, p.  350.). 

99  For  the  life  and  charafter  of  Amrou,  fee  Ockley  (Hill,  of  the 
Saracens,  vol. ».  p.  *8.  63.  94.  318.  341.  344,  and  to  the  end  of 
the  volume  j,  vol.  ii.  p.  51.  35.  57.  74.  .110— ux.  16*. ) and 
Otter  (Mem.  de  l’Academie  des  Infcriptions,  tom,  xxi.  p.  131, 

*3*.).  The  readers  of  Tacitus  may  aptly  compare  Vefpatian  and 
Ivlucianus,  with  Moawiyah  and  Amrou.  Yet  the  refemblance  it 
Hill  more  in  the  Gtnation,  than  in  the  chara&ers,  of  the  men. 

160  AI  Wakidi  had  likewife  compofed  a feparate  hiftory  of  the 
«onqueft  of  Egypt,  which  Mr.  Ockley  could  never  procure  j and’  hit 

own 
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^*LI^P*  tru^e<^  ^is  God  an<^  ^wor^j  which  had 

■ -t '-  _j  fhaken  the  thrones  of  Chofroes  and  Csefar ; but 
when  he  compared  the  {lender  force  of  the  Mof- 
lems  with  the  greatnefs  of  the  enterprife,  he  con- 
demned his  own  rafhnefs,  and  liftened  to  his  timid 
companions.  The  pride  and  the  greatnefs  of 
Pharaoh  were  familiar  to  the  readers  of  the  Koran ; 
and  a tenfold  repetition  of  prodigies  had  been 
fcarcely  fufficient  to  effett,  not  the  vitftory,  but 
the  flight,  of  fix  hundred  thoufand  of  the  children 
oflfrael:  the  cities  of  Egypt  were  many  and  po- 
pulous j their  architefture  was  ftrong  and  folid  ; 
the  Nile,  with  its  numerous  branches,  was  alone  an 
infuperable  barrier  ; and  the  granary  of  the  Im- 
perial city  would  be  obftinately  defended  by  the 
Roman  powers.  In  this  perplexity,  the  com- 
mander of  the  faithful  refigned  himfelf  to  the  de- 
cifion  of  chance,  or,  in  his  opinion,  of  providence. 
At  the  head  of  only  four  thoufand  Arabs,  the  in- 
trepid Amrou  had  marched  away  from  his  ftation 
of  Gaza  when  he  was  overtaken  by  the  meflenger 
of  Omar.  “If  you  are  ftill  in  Syria,”  faid  the 
ambiguous  mandate,  “ retreat  without  delay ; but 
“ if,  at  the  receipt  of  this  epiftle,  you  have  al- 
“ ready  reached  the  frontiers  of  Egypt,  advance 
**  with  confidence,  and  depend  on  the  fuccour  of 
“ God  and  of  your  brethren.”  The  experience, 
perhaps  the  fecret  intelligence,  of  Amrou  had 
* taught  him  to  fufpedl  the  mutability  of  courts  j 

**f ,\3  • „ • . . • , 

own  inquiries  (vol.  i.  p.  344—36*.)  have  added  very  little  to  the 
original  text  of  Eutychius  (Anna),  tom.,  ii.  p.  196— >313.  rerf. 
PoeocJt),  the  Mekhite  patriarch  of  Alexandria,  who  lived. „ three 
hundred  years  after  the  revolution. 

and 
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and  he  continued  his  march  till  his  tents  were  un-  c **  A p* 
queftionably  pitched  on  Egyptian  ground.  Hfe  »_ 
there  aflembled  his  officers,  broke  the  feal,  perufed 
the  epiftle,  gravely  inquired  the  name  and  fituation 
of  the  place,  and  declared  his  ready  obedience  to 
the  commands  of  the  caliph.  After  a fiege  of 
thirty  days,  he  took  pofieffion  of  Farmah  or  Pe- 
lufium ; and  that  key  of  Egypt,  as  it  has  been  juftly 
named,  unlocked  the  entrance  of  the  country,  as 
far  as  the  ruins  of  Heliopolis  and  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  modern  Cairo. 

On  the  weftern  fide  of  the  Nile,  at  a fmall  dif-  The  citie* 
tance  to  the  call:  of  the  Pyramids,  at  a fmall 
diflance  to  the  fouth  of  the  Delta,  Memphis,  one  byion,  and 
hundred  and  fifty  furlongs  in  circumference,  dif-  Cairo* 
played  the  magnificence  of  ancient  kings.  Under 
the  reign  of  the  Ptolemies  and  Caefars,  the  feat  of 
government  was  removed  to  the  fea-coaft  j the  an- 
cient capital  was  eclipfed  by  the  arts  and  opulence 
of  Alexandria;  the  palaces,  and  at  length  the 
temples,  were  reduced  to  a defolate  and  ruinous 
condition  : yet  in  the  age  of  Auguftus,  and  even 
in  that  of  Conftantine,  Memphis  was  ftill  number- 
ed among  the  greateft  and  moft  populous  of  the 
provincial  cities  ,0‘.  The  banks  of  the  Nile,  in 
this  place  of  the  breadth  of  three  thoufand  feet, 

fo1  Strabo,  an  accurate  and  attentive  fpeftator,  obferves  of  Heliopolis 
wtrpo »i*  trt  vaviprifiot  ,)  (Geograpb.  I.  xvii.  p.  iij8.)j  but’ 
of  Memphis,  he  declares,  tro>*K  It  in  Uiyx>n  ti  acai  ivewopop  fovitpi* 
fuT*  Atot-xtSpaiu  (p.  1161.)}  he  notices,  however,  the  mixture  of 
inhabitants,  and  the  ruin  of  the  palaces.  In  the  proper  Egypt,  Am- 
rniatuis  enumerates  Memphis  among  the  four  cities,  maximis  urbi- 
bus  quibus  provincia  nitet  (xxii.  ti;);  and  the  name  of  Memphis 
appears  with  diftinftion  in  the  Roman  Itinerary  and  epifeopaWifts.  t • 

. ► !.  l.-t  ••  >?!  l.v.  hi  . 
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were  united  by  two  bridges  of  fixty  and  of  thirty 
boats,  connefted  in  the  middle  ftream  by  the 
fmall  ifland  of  Rouda,  which  was  covered  with 
gardens  and  habitations  ,0\  The  eaftern  extre- 
mity of  the  bridge  was  terminated  by  the  town  of 
Babylon  and  the  camp  of  a Roman  legion,  which 
protected  the  palTage  of  the  river  and  the  fecond 
capital  of  Egypt.  This  important  fortrefs,  which 
might  fairly  be  defcribed  as  a part  of  Memphis  or 
Mi/rah,  was  inverted  by  the  arms  of  the  lieutenant 
, of  Omar:  a reinforcement  of  four  thoufand  Sara- 
cens foon  arrived  in  his  camp ; and  the  military 
engines,  which  battered  the  walls,  may  be  imputed 
to  the  art  and  labour  of  his  Syrian  allies.  Yet  the 
fiege  was  protradled  to  feven  months ; and  the  rafh 
invaders  were  encompafled  and  threatened  by  the 
inundation  of  the  Nile'03.  Their  laft  aflault  was 
bold  and  fuccefsful : they  parted  the  ditch,  which 
had  been  fortified  with  iron  fpikes,  applied  their 
fcaling-ladders,  entered, the  fortrefs  with  the  fhout 
of  “ God  is  victorious  !”  and  drove  the  remnant 
of  the  Greeks  to  their  boats  and  the  ifle  of  Rouda, 
The  fpot  was  afterwards  recommended  to  the  con- 
queror by  the  eafy  communication  with  the  gulf  and 
the  peninfula  of  Arabia : the  remains  of  Memphis 

*°l  Thefe  rare  and  curious  fafls,  the  breadth  (1946  feet)  and  the 
bridge  of  the  Nile,  are  only  to  be  found  in  iheDanilh  traveller  and  the 
^Nubian  geographer  { p.  9S.). 

*°J  From  the  month  of  April,  the  Nile  begins  imperceptibly  to 
file  t the  1 Wei  1 becomes  ftrong  and  vifible  in  the  moon  after  the  fummer 
folfticc  (Piin.  Hill.  Nat.  v.  10.),  and  is  ufunlly  proclaimed  at  Cairo 
on  St.  Peter’s  day  (June  49).  A regifter  of  thirty  fucceffive  yeara 
marks  the  greatest  height  of  the  waters  between  July  15  and  Auguft 
j8  (Maillet,  Defcription  de  l’Egypte,  lettrexi.p  67, &c.  PoeocR’sDe- 
feripuon  of  the  Ealt,  vol.  i.  p.  too.  Shaw’s  Travels,  p.  383-). 
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were  deferted  : the  tents  of  the  Arabs  were  convert-  c p* 
ed  into  permanent  habitations ; and  the  firft  mofch  ' — , — J 
was  blefled  by  the  prefence  of  fourfcore  compani- 
ons of  Mahomet  ‘°4.  A new  city  arofe  in  their  camp 
on  the  ealtward  bank  of  the  Nile;  and  the  conti- 
guous quarters  of  Babylon  andFoftat  are  confounded 
in  their  prefent  decay  by  the  appellation  of  old  Mif- 
rah  or  Cairo,  of  which  they  form  an  extenfive 
fuburb.  But  the  name  of  Cairo,  the  town  of 
vi&ory,  more  ftri&ly  belongs  to  the  modern  capi- 
tal, which  was  founded  in  the  tenth  century  by  the 
Fatimite  caliphs ,0s.  It  has  gradually  receded  from 
the  river,  but  the  continuity  of  buildings  may  be 
traced  by  an  attentive  eye  from  the  monuments  of 
Sefoftris  to  thofe  of  Saladin  ,06. 

Y et  the  Arabs,  after  a glorious  and  profitable  Voluntary 
enterprife,  muft  have  retreated  to  the  defert,  had 
they  not  found  a powerful  alliance  in  the  heart  of  CoPts  or 

Jacobites, 

««*  Murtadi,  Merveilles  de  l’Egypte,  p.  243— 159.  He  expati- 
ates  on  the  fubjeft  with  the  zeal  and  minutenefs  of  a citizen  and 
a bigot,  and  his  local  traditions  have  a llrong  air  of  troth  and 
accuracy. 

D’Herbelot,  Bibliotheque  Orientate,  p.  zjj. 


*°6  The  pofition  of  New  and  of  Old  Cairo  is  well  known,  an<i. 
has  been  often  defcribed.  Two  writers,  who  were  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  ancient  and  modem  Egypt,  have  fixed,  after  a learn- 
ed inquiry,  the  city  of  Memphis  at  Cisub,  direflly  oppofite  the  Old 
Cairo  (Sicard,  Nouveaux  Memoires  des  Millions  du  Levant,  tom. 
trt.  p.  5,  6.  Shaw’s  Obfervations  and  Travels,  p.  296— 304.).  Yet 
we  may  not  difregard  the  authority  or  the  arguments  of  Pocock  (vol. 
i.  p,  *5— Niebuhr  (Voyage,  tom.  i.77 — 106.),  and,  above  all^ 
ofd’Anville,  (Defcription  del'Egypte,  p.  nr,  iia.  130— 14.9.),  who 
have  removed  Memphis  towards  the  village  of  Moliannah,  fame  miles 
farther  to  the  fouth.  In  their  heat,  the  difputants  have  forgot  that, 
the  ample  fpace  of  a metropolis  covers  and  annihilates  the  far  greater 
part  of  the  controverfy. 
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C ^uA  P’  t^ie  C0untI7-  The  rapid  conqueft  of  Alexander 
Uy~j  was  affifted  by  the  fuperftition  and  revolt  of  the 
natives : they  abhorred  their  Perfian  oppreffors, 
the  difciplesof  the  Magi,  who  had  burnt  the  temples 
of  Egypt,  and  feafted  with  facrilegious  appetite  on 
the  flefh  of  the  god  Apis  *°7.  After  a period  of 
ten  centuries  the  farhe  revolution  was  renewed  by  a 
fimilar  caufe ; and  in  the  fupport  of  an  incomprehen- 
fible  creed,  the  zeal  of  the  Coptic-  Chriftians  was 
equally  ardent.  I have  already  explained  the  ori- 
gin and  progrefs  of  the  Monophyfite  controverfy, 
and  the  perfecution  of  the  emperors,  which  con- 
verted a left  into  a nation,  and  alienated  Egypt 
from  their  religion  and  government.  The  Sara- 
cens were  received  as  the  deliverers  of  the  Jacobite 
church i and  a fecret  and  effe&uaL  treaty  was 
opened  during  the  fiege  of  Memphis  between  a 
victorious  army  and  a people  of  flaves.  A rich 
and  noble  Egyptian,  of  the  name  of  Mokawkas, 
had  diffembled  his  faith  to  obtain  the  adminiflra- 
tion  of  his  province : in  the  diforders  of  the  Perfian 
war  he  afpired  to  independence:  the  embafiy  of 
Mahomet  ranked  him  among  princes ; but  he  de- 
clined, with  rich  gifts  and  ambiguous  compliments, 
the  propofal  of  a new  religion*08.  The  abufe  of 

his 

*°7  See  Herodotus,  1.  iii.  c.  27,  18,  29.  ^Elian.  Hift.  Var.  I.  ir. 
C.  8.  Suidas  in  Oj^or,  tom.  ii.  p.  774..  Diodor.  Sictil.  totn.  ii.  1. 
xvii*  p.  197.  edit.  Wcflcling.  T at  wrttfr, hot t/>  uf  r a upa, 

fays  the  laft  of  thefe  hiftorians. 

108  Mokawkas  fent  the  prophet  two  Coptic  damfels,  with  two 
maids,  and  one  eunuch,  an  alabaltcr  vafc,  an  ingot  of  pure  gold, 
, oil,  honey,  and  the  fineft  white  linen  of  Egypt,  with  an  horfe,  a 

mule,  and  an  afs,  diftinguiihed  by  their  refpeilive  qualifications. 

. ' The 
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his  truft  expofed  him  to  the  refentment  of  ITera- 
clius ; his  fubmiftion  was  delayed  by  arrogance 
and  fear ; and  his  confcience  was  prompted  by  in- 
tereft  to  throw  himfelf  on  the  favour  of  the  nation 
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and  the  fupport  of  the  Saracens.  In  his  firft  confer- 
ence with  Amrou,  he  heard  without  indignation  the 
ufual  option  of  the  Koran,  the  tribute,  or  the  fword. 
<c  The  Greeks,”  replied,  Mokawkas,  “ are  deter- 
“ mined  to  abide  the  determination  of  the  fword  j 
<(  but  with  the  Greeks  I defire  no  communion, 
“ either  in  this  world  or  in  the  next,  and  I abjure 
**  for  ever  the  Byzantine  tyrant,  his  fynodof  Chal- 
cedon,  and  his  Melchite  flaves.  For  myfelf  and 
tc  my  brethren,  we  are  refblved  to  live  and  die  in 
**  the  profeffion  of  the  gofpel  and  unity  of  Chrift. 
**  It  is  impofiible  for  us  to  embrace  the  revelations 
<c  of  your  prophet;  but  we  are  defirous  of  peace, 
rt  and  cheerfully  fubmit  to  pay  tribute  and  obedr- 
**  ence  to  his  temporal  fuccelTors.”  The  tribute 
was  afcertained  at  two  pieces  of  gold  for  the  head 
of  every  Chriftian ; but  old  men,  monks,  women, 
and  children,  of  both  fexes,  under  fixteen  years 
of  age,  were  exempted  from  this  perfonal  aflelT- 
rtient ; the  Copts  above  and  below  Memphis  fwor-e 
allegiance  to  the  caliph,  and  promifed  an  hofpi- 
table  entertainment  of  three  days  to  every  Muful- 
man  who  fhould  travel  through  their  country.  By 
this  charter  of  fecurity,  the  ecclefiaftical  and  civil 
tyranny  of  the  Melchites  was  deftroyed  109 : -thS 

ana- 

Tht  cmbafly  of  Mahomet  was  difpatched  from  Medina  in  the  feventfc 
■year  of  the  Hegira  ( A.  D.  628).  Sec  Gagnier  (Vie  de  Mahomet, 
tom.  ii.  p.  255,  256.  303.),  from  A1  Jannabi. 

,0V  The  pvaefeflure  of  Egypt,  and  the  condufl  of  the' war,  had 
teen  trufted  by  Heradius  to  tltc  patriarch  Cyrus  (Theophan.  p.  283, 

VOL.  IX.  F f 
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anathemas  of  St.  Cyril  were  thundered  from  every 
pulpit  j and  the  facred  edifices,  with  $he  patri- 
mony of  the  church,  were  reflored  to  the  national 
communion  of  the  Jacobites,  who  enjoyed  without 
moderation  the  moment  of  triumph  and  revenge. 
At  the  prefling  fummons  of  Amrou,  their  patri- 
arch Benjamin  emerged  from  his  defert ; and,  afrer 
the  firft  interview,  the  courteous  Arab  afFedted  to 
declare,  that  he  had  never  converfed  with  a Chrift- 
ian  prieft  of  more  innocent  manners  and  a more 
venerable  afpedl ,10.  In  the  march  from  Mem- 
phis to  Alexandria  the  lieutenant  of  Omar  en- 
trufied  his  fafety  to  the  zeal  and  gratitude  of  the 
Egyptians  : the  roads  and  bridges  were  diligently 
repaired  j and  in  every  ftep  of  his  progrefs,  he 
could  depend  on  a conftant  fupply  of  provifions 
and  intelligence.  The  Greeks  of  Egypt,  whofe 
numbers  could  fcarcely  equal  a tenth  of  the  natives, 
were  overwhelmed  by  the  univerfal  defection  ; they 
had  ever  been  hated,  they  were  no  longer  feared : 
the  magiftrate  fled  from  his  tribunal,  the  bifhop 
from  his  altar  i and  the  diftant  garrifons  were  fur- 
prifed  or  ftarved  by  the  furrounding  multitudes. 
Had  not  the  Nile  afforded  a fafe  and  ready  convey- 
ance to  the  fea,  not  an  individual  could  have 

*81.).  “ In  Spain,”  faid  James  II.  «*  do  you  not’confult  your 

“ priells?”  “ We  do,”  replied  the  Catholic  ambafTador,  “ and  our 
**  affairs  fuccecd  accordingly.”  I know  not  how  to  relate  the  plans 
of  Cyrus,  of  paying  tribute  without  impairing  the  revenue,  and  of 
convening  Omar  by  his  marriage  with  the  emperor’s  daughter  (Nice- 
phor.  Breviar.  p.  17,  18.). 

1,0  See  the  life  of  Benjamin,  in  Rennndot  (Hid.  Patriarch.  Alex- 
andria p.  156 — 17*.),  who  has  enriched  the  conqucft  of  Egypt 
with  fome  fads  from  the  Arabic  text  of  Severus  the  Jacobite 
hillorian. 

+ efcaped. 
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efcaped,  who  by  birth,  or  language,  or  office*  e ha p. 
or  religion,  was  conne&ed  with  their  odious  . — j 
name. 

By  the  retrtatof  the  Greeks  from  the  provinces  Siege  and  ^ 
of  Upper  Egypt,  a confiderable  force  was  collected  Aiexan- 
in  the  ifland  of  Delta:  the  natural  and  artificial  dm* 
channels  of  the  Nile  afforded  a fucceffion  of  ftrong 
and  defenfible  pofts  ; , and  the  road  to  Alexandria 
was  laborioufly  cleared  by  the  viftory  of  the  Sara- 
cens in  two  and  twenty  days  of  general  or  partial 
combat.  In  their  annals  of  conqueft,  the  fiege 
of  Alexandria*"  is  perhaps  the  moft  arduous  and 
important  enterprife.  The  firft  trading  city  in  the 
world  was  abundantly  replenifhed  with  the  means 
of  fubfiftence  and  defence.  Her  numerous  inha- 
bitants fought  for  the  deareft  of  human  rights,  re- 
ligion and  property ; and  the  enmity  of  the  natives 
feemed  to  exclude  them  from  the  common  benefit 
of  peace  and  toleration.  The  fea  was  continually 
open  j and  if  Heraclius  had  been  awake  to  the 
public  diftrefs,  freffi  armies  of  Romans  and  Bar- 
barians might  have  been  poured  into  the  harbour 
to  fave  the  fecond  capital  of  the  empire.  A cir- 
cumference of  ten  miles  would  have  fcattered  the 
forces  of  the  Greeks,  and  favoured  the  ftratagems 
of  an  aflive  enemy;  but  the  two  Tides  of  an  oblong 
fquare  were  covered  by  the  fea  and  the  lake  Ma- 

*n  The  local  defcription  of  Alexandria  is  perfe&ly  afctrtained  by 
the  raaftcr  hand  of  the  firft  of  geographers  (d’Anville,  Memoire  fur 
l’Egypte,  p.  52 — 63.)  ; but  we  may  borrow  the  eyes  of  the  modern 
travellers,  more  efpecially  of  Thevenot  (Voyage  au  Levant,  part  i. 
p.  381  — 39 5-)>  Pocock  (vol.  i.  p.  2 — 13.),  and  Niebuhr  (Voyage 
en  Arabie,  tom.  i.  p.  3+— +3.).  Of  the  two  modern  rivals,  Savary 
and  Volney,  the  one  may  amufe,  the  other  will  inftruft, 

J?  f 2 rseotis. 
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C Hu  P’  raeotls»  anc^  eac^  narrow  ends  expofed  a front 

1 of  no  more  than  ten  furlongs.  The  efforts  of  the 

Arabs  were  not  inadequate  to  the  difficulty  of  the 
attempt  and  the  value  of  the  prize.  From  the 
throne  of  Medina,  the  eyes  of  Omar  were  fixed  on 
the  camp  and  city:  his  voice  excited  to  arms  the 
Arabian  tribes  and  the  veterans  of  Syria ; and  the 
merit  of  an  holy  war  was  recommended  by  the  pe- 
culiar fame  and  fertility  of  Egypt.  Anxious  for  the 
ruin  or  expulfion  of  their  tyrants,  the  faithful  na- 
tives devoted  their  labours  to  the  fervice  of  Amrou 
fome  fparks  of  martial  fpirit  were  perhaps  rekindled 
by  the  example  of  their  allies ; and  the  fanguine 
hopes  of  Mokawkas  had  fixed  his  fepulchre  in  the 
church  of  St.  John  of  Alexandria.  Eutychius  the 
patriarch  obferves,  that  the  Saracens  fought  with 
thecourage  of  lions;  they  repulfed  the  frequent  and 
almoft  daily  fallies  of  the  befieged,  and  foon  affaulted 
in  theirturn  the  walls  and  towers  of  the  city.  In  every 
attack,  the  fword,  the  banner  of  Amrou,  glittered 
in  the  van  of  the  Modems.  On  a memorable 
day,  he  was  betrayed  by  his  imprudent  valour : his 
followers  who  had  entered  the  citadel  were  driven 
back ; and  the  general,  with  a friend  and  a (lave, 
remained  a prifoner  in  the  hands  of  the  Chriftians. 
When  Amrou  was  conducted  before  the  prtefetff, 
he  remembered  his  dignity  and  forgot  his  fituation ; 
a lofty  demeanour,  and  refolute  language,  revealed 
the  lieutenant  of  the  caliph,  and  the  battle-axe  of  a 
foldier  was  already  raifed  to  ftrike  off  the  head  of 
the  audacious  captive.  His  life  was  faved  by  the 
readinefs  of  his  Have,  who  inftantly  gave  his  matter 
a blow  on  the  face,  and  commanded  him,  with  an 
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angry  tone,  to  be  filent  in  the  prefence  of  his  fu-  c **  a p* 
periors.  The  credulous  Greek  was  deceived;  he  .■ 

liftened  to  the  offer  of  a treaty,  and  his  prifoners 
were  difmiffed  in  the  hope  of  a more  refpeftable 
embaffy,  till  the  joyful  acclamations  of  the  camp 
announced  the  return  of  their  general,  and  infulted 
the  folly  of  the  infidels.  At  length,  after  a fiege 
of  fourteen  months"*,  and  the  lofs  of  three  and 
twenty  thoufand  men,  the  Saracens  prevailed : the 
Greeks  embarked  their  difpirited  and  diminifhed 
numbers,  and  the  flandard  of  Mahomet  was  plant- 
ed on  the  walls  of  the  capital  of  Egypt.  “ I have 
<c  taken,”  faid  Amrou  to  the  caliph,  <c  the  great 
“ city  of  the  Weft.  It  is  importable  for  me  to 
“ enumerate  the  variety  of  its  riches  and  beauty ; 

“ and  I fhall  content  myfelf  with  obferving,  that 
“ it  contains  four  thoufand  palaces,  four  thoufand 
“ baths,  four  hundred  theatres  or  places  of  amufe- 
<c  ment,  twelve  thoufand  fhops  for  the  fale  of  ve- 
“ getable  food,  and  forty  thoufand  tributary  Jews. 

“ The  town  has  been  fubdued  by  force  of  arms, 
without  treaty  or  capitulation,  and  the  Moflems 
“ are  impatient  to  feize  the  fruits  of  their  vic- 
*c  tory"3.”  The  commander  of  the  faithful  re- 

1,1  Both  Eutychius  ( Annal.  tom.  ii.  p.  319.)  and  Elmacin  (Hid. 

Saracen,  p.  28.)  concur  in  fixing  the  taking  of  Alexandria  to  Fri- 
day of  the  new  moon  of  Moharram  of  the  twentieth  year  of  the 
Hegira  (December  22,  A.  D.  640).  In  reckoning  backwards  four- 
teen months  fpent  before  Alexandria,  feven  months  before  Baby- 
lon, &c.  Amrou  might  have  invaded  Egypt  about  the  end  of  the 
year  638:  but  we  are  allured,  that  he  entered  the  country  the  la'h 
of  Bayni,  6th  of  June  (Murtadi,  Merveilles  de  PEgvpte,  p.  164. 

Severus,  apud  Renaudot,  p.  162.).  The  Saracen,  and  afterwards 
Lewis  IX.  of  France,  halted  at  Pelufium,  or  Daroietta,  during  the 
feafon  of  the  inundation  of  the  Nile. 

?IJ  Eutych.  Anna!,  tom.  ii.  p.  316.  319. 
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C P W't^1  firmne^s  the  idea  °f  pillage,  and  directed 

. ^ ' , his  lieutenant  to  referve  the  wealth  and  revenue  of 

Alexandria  for  the  public  fervice  and  the  propaga- 
tion of  the  faith : the  inhabitants  were  numbered ; 
a tribute  was  impofed ; the  zeal  and  refentment  of 
the  Jacobites  were  curbed,  and  the  Melchites  who 
fubmitted  to  the  Arabian  yoke,  were  indulged  in 
the  obfcure  but  tranquil  exercife  of  their  worfhip. 
The  intelligence  of  this  difgraceful  and  calamitous 
event  affli&ed  the  declining  health  of  the  emperor; 
and  Heraclius  died  of  a dropfy  about  feven  weeks 
after  the  lofs  of  Alexandria  "4.  Under  the  mino- 
rity of  his  grandfon,  the  clamours  of  a people,  de- 
prived of  their  daily  fuftenance,  compelled  the 
Byzantine  court  to  undertake  the  recovery  of  the 
capital  of  Egypt.  In  the  fpace  of  four  years,  the 
harbour  and  fortifications  of  Alexandria  were  twice 
occupied  by  a fleet  and  army  of  Romans.  They 
were  twice  expelled  by  the  valour  of  Amrou,  who 
was  recalled  by  the  domeftic  peril  from  the  diflant 
wars  of  Tripoli  and  Nubia.  But  the  facility  of 
the  attempt,  the  repetition  of  the  infult,  and  the 
obftinacy  of  the  refiftance,  provoked  him  to  fwear, 
that  if  a third  time  he  drove  the  infidels  into  the 
fea,  he  w'ould  render  Alexandria  as  acceflible  on 
all  fides  as  the  houfe  of  a proftitute.  Faithful  to 
his  promife,  he  difmantled  feveral  parts  of  the 

Nolwithftandir.g  fome  inconfiftencies  of  Theophanes  and  Ce- 
drenus,  the  accuracy  of  Pagi  (Critica,  tom.  ii.  p.  814.)  has  extrafted 
from  Nicephorus  and  the  Chronicon  Orientale  the  true  date  of  the 
death  of  Heraclius,  February  ix,h,  A.  D.  641,  fifty  days  after  the 
lofs  of  Alexandria.  A fourth  of  that  time  was  fufficient  to  convey 
the  intelligence, 
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walls  and  towers,  but  the  people  was  fpared  in  the  c ha  p- 

chaftifement  of  the  city,  and  the  mofch  of  Mercy  t 

was  eredted  on  the  fpot  where  the  victorious  gene- 
ral had  flopped  the  fury  of  his  troops. 

I lhould  deceive  the  expectation  of  the  reader,  if  I T!’e.A,e.x" 
palled  in  filence  the  fate  of  the  Alexandrian  library,  brary. 
as  it  is  defcribedby  the  learned  Abulpharagius.  The 
fpirit  of  Amrou  was  more  curious  and  liberal  than 
that  of  his  brethren,  and  in  his  leifure  hours,  the 
Arabian  chief  was  pleafed  with  the  converfation  of 
John,  the  laft  difciple  ofAmmonius,  and  who  deriv- 
ed the  furname  of  Philoponus , from  his  laborious 
ftudies  of  grammar  and  philofophy  Embolden- 
ed by  this  familiar  intercourfe,  Philoponus  pre- 
fumed to  folicit  a gift,  ineftimable  in  his  opinion, 
contemptible  in  that  of  the  Barbarians;  the  royal 
library,  which  alone,  among  the  fpoils  of  Alex- 
andria, had  not  been  appropriated  by  the  vifit 
and  the  feal  of  the  conqueror.  Amrou  was  in- 
clined to  gratify  the  wifli  of  the  grammarian,  but 
his  rigid  integrity  refufed  to  alienate  the  minutefl 
objedt  without  the  confent  of  the  caliph ; and  the 
well-  known  anfwer  of  Omar  was  infpired  by  the 
ignorance  of  a fanatic.  “If  thefe  writings  of  the 
“ Greeks  agree  with  the  book  of  God,  they  are 
“ ufelefs  and  need  not  be  preferved  : if  they 
“ difagree,  they  are  pernicious  and  ought  to  be 

11 5 Many  treatifes  of  this  lover  of  labour  (^iAottokc)  arc  dill  ex- 
tant; but  for  readers  of  the  prefent  age,  the  printed  and  unpiihlilhed 
are  nearly  in  the  fame  predicament.  Mofes  and  Ariftotle  are  the 
chief  objects  of  his  verbofs  commentaries,  one  of  which  is  dated 
as  early  as  May  10th,  A.  D.  617  (Fabric.  Bibliot.  Graec.  tom.  ix. 
p. 4.58— 468.).  A modern  (John  Le  Clerc),  who  fometimes  af- 
Jumed  the  fame  name,  was  equal  to  old  Philoponus  in  diligence,  and 
far  luperior  in  good  fenfe  and  real  knowledge. 
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C *i.f  P"  ' deftr°yed-”  The  fentence  was  executed  with 
«.  v blind  obedience : the  volumes  of  paper  or  parch- 
ment were  diftributed  to  the  four  thoufand  baths  of 
the  city  } and  fuch  was  their  incredible  multitude, 
that  fix  months  were  barely  fufficient  for  the  con- 
fumption  of  this  precious  fuel.  Since  the  Dynafties 
of  Abulpharagius 1,6  have  been  given  to  the  world 
in  a Latin  verfion,  the  tale  has  been  repeatedly 
tranfcribed ; and  every  fcholar,  with  pious  indig- 
nation, has  deplored  the  irreparable  fhipwreck  of 
the  learning,  the  arts,  and  the  genius,  of  antiquity. 
For  my  own  part,  I am  ftrongly  tempted  to  deny 
both  the  fadt  and  the  confequcnces.  The  fad  is 
indeed  marvellous}  ««  Read  and  wonder!”  fays 
the  hiftorian  himfelf : and  the  folitary  report  of  a, 
ffranger  who  wrote  at  the  end  of  fix  hundred  years 
on  the  confines  of  Media,  is  overbalanced  by  the 
filence  of  two  annalifts  of  a more  early  date,  both 
Chriftians,  both  natives  of  Egypt,  and  the  moft 
ancient  of  whom,  the  patriarch  Eutychius,  has 
amply  defcribed  the  conqueft  of  Alexandria"7. 
The  rigid  fentence  of  Omar  is  repugnant  to  the 
found  and  orthodox  precept  of  the  Mahometan  ca- 
fuifts : they  exprefsly  declare,  that  the  religious 
books  of  the  Jews  and  Chriftians,  which  are  ac- 

116  Abulpharag.  Dynaft.  p.  114..  verf.  Pocock.  Audi  quid  fac- 
tum fit  et  mirare.  It  would  be  endlefs  to  enumerate  the  moderns 
who  have  wondered  and  believed,  but  I may  diftinguifh  with  honour 
the  rational  fcepticifm  of  Renaudot  (Hitt.  Alex.  Patriarch,  p.  170.)  : 
hittoria. . . .habct  illiquid  awir&»  ut  Arabibus  familiareett. 

iVl  This  curious  anecdote  will  be  vainly  fought  in  the  annals  of 
£n*ychius  and  the  Saracenic  hiftory  of  Elmacin.  The  filence  of 
Abulfeda,  Murtadi,  and  a crowd  of  Modems,  is  lefs  conclulivefrom 
their  ignorance  of  Chriltian  literature. 
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quired  by  the  right  of  war,  (hould  never  be  com-  c hap. 
mitted  to  the  flames ; and  that  the  works  of  pro-  u— y— 1 
fane  fcience,  hiftorians  or  poets,  phyficians  or  phi- 
lofophers,  may  be  lawfully  applied  to  the  ufe  of 
the  faithful  ,,s.  A more  deftruttive  zeal  may  pet-  1 
haps  be  attributed  to  the  firft  fuccefTors  of  Maho- 
met ; yet  in  this  inftance,  the  conflagration  would 
have  fpeedily  expired  in  the  deficiency  of  materials. 

I fhall  not  recapitulate  the  difafters  of  the  Alexan- 
drian library,  the  involuntary  flame  that  was  kindled 
by  Ctefar  in  his  own  defence  "9,  or  the  mifehie- 
vous  bigotry  of  the  Chriftians  who  ftudied  to  de- 
ftroy  the  monuments  of  idolatry'10.  But  if  we 
gradually  defeend  from  the  age  of  the  Antonines 
to  that  of  Theodofius,  we  (hall  learn  from  a chain 
of  contemporary  witnefles,  that  the  royal  palace 
and  the  temple  of  Serapis,  no  longer  contained  the 
four,  or  the  feven,  hundred  thoufand  volumes, 
which  had  been  afiembled  by  the  curiofity  and 
^magnificence  of  the  Ptolemies  ***.  Perhaps  the 

118  See  Reland)  de  Jure  Militari  Mohammedanorum,  in  his  iii1'  vo- 
lume of  DiO'crtations,  p.  37-  The  realon  for  1,01  burninS  the  re- 
ligious books  of  the  Jews  or  Chriftians,  is  derived  from  the  refpeft 
that  is  due  to  the  rami  of  God. 

• 19  Confult  the  colleflions  of  Frenlheim  (Supplement.  Livian. 
p.  iz.43.)  and  Uftier  (Annal.  p.469.).  -Livy  himfelf  had  ftyled 
the  Alexandrian  library,  elegantiae  regum  curteque  egrtgiiim  opus ; 
a liberal  encomium,  for  which  he  is  pertly  criticiled  by  the  narrow 
ftoicifm  of  Seneca  (De  Tianquillitate  Animi,  c.  9.),  whofe  wifdora, 
on  this  occafion,  deviates  into  nonfenfe. 

«»o  See  this  Hiltory,  vol.  v.  p.  in. 

1*1  Aulus  Gellius  (Noftes  Atticae,  vi.  17.),  Ammianus  Mar- 
cellinus  (xxii.  16. ),  and  Orofius  (1.  vi.  c.  15.).  They  all  fpeak  in 
the  pafi  tenfe,  and  the  words  of  Ammianus  are  remarkably  ftrong  : 
fucrunt  Bibliothecae  innumerabiles  3 et  loquitur  monumentorura  ve- 
tcrum  concinens  fides,  Sif. 
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C P*  c^urc^  an<^  **eat  C^e  Patriarchs  might  be  enriched 
i.  — t-  _■  with  a repofitory  of  books ; but  if  the  ponderous 
mafs  of  Arian  and  Monophyfite  controverfy  were 
indeed  confumed  in  the  public  baths  a philo- 
fopher  may  allow,  with  a fmile,  that  it  was  ulti- 
mately devoted  to  the  benefit  of  mankind.  I fin- 
cerely  regret  the  more  valuable  libraries  which 
haye  been  involved  in  the  ruin  of  the  Roman  em- 
pire ; but  when  I ferioufly  compute  the  lapfe  of 
ages,  the  wafte  of  ignorance,  and  the  calamities 
of  war,  our  treafures,  rather  than  our  lofies,  are  the 
objedl  of  my  furprife.  Many  curious  and  intereft- 
ing  facts  are  buried  in  oblivion ; the  three  great 
hiftorians  of  Rome  have  been  tranfmitted  to  our 
hands  in  a mutilated  (late,  and  we  are  deprived  of 
many  pleafing  compofitions  of  the  lyric,  iambic, 
and  dramatic  poetry  of  the  Greeks.  Yet  we  fhould 
gratefully  remember,  that  the  mifchances  of  time 
and  accident  have  fpared  the  clafiic  works  to 
which  the  fuffrage  of  antiquity  113  had  adjudged  the 
firft  place  of  genius  and  glory : the  teachers  of 
ancient  knowledge,  who  are  (till  extant,  fciad  perufed 
and  compared  the  writings  of  their  predeceffors'14; 

nor 

,s*  Renaudot  anfwers  for  veifions  of  tlie  Bible,  Hexnpla  Catenet 
Patrum,  Comment:!! ies,  &c.  (p.  170.).  Our  Alexandrian  MS.  if  it 
came  from  Epy.pt,  and  not  from  Conftantinople  or  mount  Athos 
(Wetilein,  l’roicgoui.  ad  N.  T.  p.  8,  &c.),  might  fojjlbly  be  among 
them. 

**J  I have  often  perufed  with  plcafure  a chapter  of  Quittfilian 
. (In.ftitut.  Orator,  x.  1.),  in  which  that  judicious  critic  enumerates 
and  appreciates  the  feries  of  Greek,  and  Latin  dailies. 

,s+  Such3s  Galen,  Pliny,  Ariltotle,  Sec.  On  this  fubjeff  Wotton 
(Reflections  on  ancient  and  motlern  Learning,  p.  85— 95.)  argues, 
with  folid  l'enfe,  againlt  the  lively  exotit:  fancies  of  Sir  William 

Temple. 
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nor  can  it  fairly  be  prefumed  that  any  important 
truth,  any  ufeful  difcovery  in  art  or  nature,  has 
been  fnatched  away  from  the  curiofity  of  modern 
ages. 

In  the  admin  iftration  of  Egypt ,,s,  Amrou  ba- 
lanced the  demands  of  juftice  and  policy ; the  in- 
tereft  of  the  people  of  the  law,  who  were  defended 
by  God ; and  of  the  people  of  the  alliance,  who 
were  protected  by  man.  In  the  recent  tumult  of 
conqueft  and  deliverance,  the  tongue  of  the  Copts 
and  the  fword  of  the  Arabs  were  moil  adverfe  to 
the  tranquillity  of  the  province.  To  the  former, 
Amrou  declared,  that  fadion  and  falfehood  would 
be  doubly  challifed  j by  the  punilhment  of  the 
accufers,  whom  he  Ihould  deteft  as  his  perfonal 
enemies,  and  by  the  promotion  of  their  innocent 
brethren,  whom  their  envy  had  laboured  to  injure 
and  fupplant.  He  excited  the  latter  by  the  mo- 
tives of  religion  and  honour  to  fuftain  the  dignity 
of  their  charader,  to  endear  themfelves  by  a mo- 
deft  and  temperate  condud  to  God  and  the  caliph, 
to  fpare  and  prated  a people  who  had  trailed  to 
their  faith,  and  to  content  themfelves  with  the  le- 
gitimate and  fplendid  rewards  of  their  vidory.  In 
the  management  of  the  revenue  he  difapproved  the 
fimple  but  oppreflive  mode  of  a capitation,  and 
preferred  with  reafon  a proportion  of  taxes,  de- 

Temple.  The  contempt  of  the  Greeks  for  Barbaric  fcience,  would 
ftarcely  admit  the  Indian  or  Asthiopic  books  into  the  library  of 
Alexandria  ; nor  is  it  proved  that  philofophy  has  fultained  any  real 
lots  from  their  cxclulion. 

**s  This  curious  and  authentic  intelligence  of  Murtadi  (p.  484— 
*89.)  has  not  been  difeovered  either  by  Mr.  Ockley,  or  by  the  felf- 
fujiicient  compilers  of  the  Modern  Univerfa!  Hiftory, 
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dufted  on  every  branch  from  the  clear  profits  of 
agriculture  and  commerce.  A third  part  of  the 
tribute  was  appropriated  to  the  annual  repairs  of 
the  dykes  and  canals,  fo  effential  to  the  public 
welfare.  Under  his  adminiftration  the  fertility  of 
Egypt  fupplied  the  dearth  of  Arabia  ; and  a ftring 
of  camels,  laden  with  corn  and  provifions,  covered 
almoffc  without  an  interval  the  long  road  from 
Memphis  to  Medina  *16.  But  the  genius  of  Amrou 
foon  renewed  the  maritime  communication  which 
had  been  attempted  or  atchieved  by  the  Pharaohs, 
the  Ptolemies,  or  tire  Caefars;  and  a canal,  at  lead 
eighty  miles  in  length,  was  opened  from' the  Nile 
to  the  Red  Sea.  This  inland  navigation,  which 
would  have  joined  the  Mediterranean  and  the , 
Indian  ocean,  was  foon  difeontinued  as  ufelefs  and 
dangerous:  the  throne  was  removed  from  Me- 
dina to  Damafcus;  and  the  Grecian  fleets  might 
have  explored  a paflage  to  the  holy  cities  of 
Arabia  “*7. 

Of  his  new  conqucft,  the  caliph  Omar  had  an 
imperfedl  knowledge  from  the  voice  of  fame  and 
the  legends  of  the  Koran.  He  requefted  that  his 
lieutenant  would  place  before  his  eyes  the  realm  of 
Pharaoh  and  the  Amalekites ; and  the  anfwer  of 
Amrou  exhibits  a lively  and  not  unfaithful  pi&ure 

Eutychius,  Anna!,  tom.  ii.  p.  jio.  Elmacin,  Hift.  Saracen, 

p.  35. 

i*7  On  thefe  t&fcurt  canals,  the  reader  may  try  to  fatisfy  himfelf 
from  d’Anville  (Mem.  fur  l’Egypte,  p.  108  — no.  114.  131.),  and 
3 learned  thefts  maintained  and  printed  at  Strafburg  in  the  year  1770 
(Jungendorum  tnarium  fhiviorumque molimina,  p.  39 — 47.  68 — 70.). 
Even  the  topi ne  Turks  have  agitated  the  old  projeit  of  joining  the 
two  Teas  (Memgues  du  Baton  de  Tott,  tom.  iv.). 
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of  that  fingular  country  ,l\  “ O commander  of  c r- 

tc  the  faithful,  Egypt  is  a compound  of  black  earth  c— * — j 
“ and  green  plants,  between  a pulverifed  mountain 
,c  and  a red  fand.  The  diftancc  from  Syene  to 
“ the  fea  is  a month’s  journey  for  an  horfeman. 

«c  Along  the  valley  defcends  a river,  on  which  the 
“ blefling  of  the  Moll  High  repofes  both  in  the 
<c  evening  and  morning,  and  which  rifes  and  falls 
<f  with  the  revolutions  of  the  fun  and  moon. 

“ When  the  annual  difpenfation  of  providence 
*f  unlocks  the  fprings  and  fountains  that  nourilh 
c<  the  earth,  the  Nile  rolls  his  fwelling  and  found- 
<c  ing  waters  through  the  realm  of  Egypt : the 
<c  fields  are  overlpread  by  the  falutary  flood ; and 
“ the  villages  communicate  v-ith  each  other  in 
M their  painted  barks.  The  retreat  of  the  inunda- 
“ tion  depofits  a fertilizing  mud  for  the  reception 
“ of  the  various  feeds : the  crowds  of  hufband- 
<c  men  who  blacken  the  land  may  be  compared 
“ to  a fwarm  of  induftnbus  ants;  and  their  na- 
*f  tive  indolence  is  quickened  by  the  lafh  of  the 
tc  talk-mafter,  and  the  promife  of  the  flowers  and 
“ fruits  of  a plentiful  increafe.  Their  hope  is 
“ feldom  deceived ; but  the  riches  which  they 
“ extrad  from  the  wheat,  the  barley,  and  the  rice, 

“ the  legumes,  the  fruit-trees',  and  the  cattle,  are 
“ unequally  fhared  between  thofe  who  labour  and 

,,s  A final  1 volume,  des  Merveilles,  &c.  de  l’Egypte,  comporcd 
iji  the  xiiill>  century  by  Murtadi  of  Cairo,  and  tranfiited  from  an 
Arabic  MS.  of  cardinal  Mazarin,  was  publilhed  by  Pierre  Vatier, 

Paris,  1CC6.  The  antiquities  of  Egypt  are  wild  and  legendary  s 
but  the  wiiter  def'erves  credit  and  eltcem  for  his  account  of  the  con- 
queft  and  geography  of  his  native  country  (See  the  correfpondcnce  of 
Auirou  and  Omar,  p.  *79—289.). 

“ thole 
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chap.  c(  thofe  who  poficfs.  According  to  the  viciflitudes 
. ' ' . “ of  the  feafons,  the  face  of  the  country  is  adorned 

“ with  a ftlver  wave,  a verdant  emerald,  and  the 
“ deep  yellow  of  a golden  harveft1*9.”  Yet  this 
beneficial  order  is  fometimes  interrupted ; and  the 
Ibng  delay  and  fudden  fwell  of  the  river  in  the  firft 
year  of  the  conqueft  might  afford  fome  colour  to 
an  edifying  fable.  It  is  faid,  that  the  annual  fa- 
crifice  of  a virgin 139  had  been  interdicted  by  the 
piety  of  Omar;  and  that  the  Nile  lay  fullen  and 
inactive  in  his  (hallow  bed,  till  the  mandate  of 
the  caliph  was  caft  into  the  obedient  ftream,  which 
rofe  in  a fingle  night  to  the  height  of  fixteen  cubits* 
The  admiration  of  the  Arabs  for  their  new  con- 
queft  encouraged  the  licenfe  of  their  romantic 
fpirit.  We  may  read,  in  the  graveft  authors,  that 
Egypt  was  crowded  with  twenty  thoufand  cities  or 
villages : that,  exclufive  of  the  Greeks  and 

Arabs, 


In  a twenty  years  refidence  at  Cairo,  the  eonful  Maillet  had 
contemplated  that  varying  feene,  the  Nile  (lettre  ii.  particularly 
p.  70.  75.)  ; the  fertility  of  the  land  (lettre  ix.).  From  a college  at 
Cambridge,  the  poetic  eye  of  Gray  had  fttn  the  fame  objetts  with  a 
keener  glance  i 

What  wonder  in  the  fultry  climes  that  fpread-. 

Where  Nile,  redundant  o’er  his  fummer  bed, 

From  his  broad  bofom  life  and  verdure  flings. 

And  broods  o'er  Egypt  with  his  wat’ry  wings } 

If  with  advent'rous  oar,  and  ready  fail, 

The  dufley  people  drive  before  the  gale: 

Or  on  frail  floats  to  neighbouring  cities  ride, 

That  rife  and  glitter  o’er  the  ambient  tide. 

(Malon’s,  Works  and  Memoirs  of  Gray,  p.  199,  100.} 
Murtadi,  p.  164—167.  The  reader  will  not  eafily  credit  an 
hitman  facrifice  under  the  Chriftian  emperors,  or  a miracle  of  the 
fucceffors  of  Mahomet. 

*Jt  Maillet,  Defcription  de  l’Egypte,  p.  1*.  He  mentions  this 
number  as  the  xmmtm  opinion  ; and  adds,  that  the  generality  of  thefe 

villages 
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Arabs,  the  Copts  alone  were  found,  on  the  afleflf-  c p 
ment,  fix  millions  of  tributary  fubjedts  *31,  or  v— y— . 
twenty  millions  of  either  fex,  and  of  every  age : 
that  three  hundred  millions  of  gold  or  filver  were 
annually  paid  to  the  treafury  of  the  caliph  Our 
reafon  muft  be  ftartled  by  thefe  extravagant  afier- 
tions ; and  they  will  become  more  palpable,  if  we 
aflume  the  compafs  and  meafure  the  extent  of  ha- 
bitable ground  : a valley  from  the  tropic  to  Mem- 
phis, feldom  broader  than  twelve  miles,  and  the 
triangle  of  the  Delta,  a flat  furface  of  two  thoufand 
one  hundred  fquare  leagues,  compofe  a twelfth 
part  of  the  magnitude  of  France  ,J\  A more  ac- 
curate refearch  will  juftify  a more  reafonable  efti- 
rpate.  The  three  hundred  millions,  created  by  the 
error  of  a fcribe,  are  reduced  to  the  decent  revenue 
of  four  millions  three  hundred  thoufand  pieces  of 


villages  contain  two  or  three  thoufand  perfons,  and  that  many  of  them 
are  more  populous  than  our  large  cities. 

Eutych.  Annal.  tom.  ii.  p.  308.  311.  The  twenty  millions 
are  computed  from  the  following  Jjta:  one  twelfth  of  mankindabovc 
fixty,  one-third  below  fixteen,  the  proportion  of  men  to  women  as 
feventeen  to  fixteen  (Recherche*  fur  la  Population  de  la  France,  p.  71, 
7*.}.  The  prefident  Goguet  (Origine  des  Arts,  &c.  tom.  iii.  p.  26, 
&c.)  bellows  twenty-feven  millions  on  ancient  Egypt,  beraufe  the 
feventeen  hundred  companions  of  Sefoltris  were  born  on  the  fame  day. 

*1*  Elmacin,  Hilt.  Saracen,  p.218.;  and  this  grofs  lump  is  fwal- 
lowed  without  fcruplc  by  d’Herbclot  (liibliot.  Orient,  p.  1031.), 
Arbuthnot  (Tables  of  ancient  Coins,  p.  26a.),  and  de  Guines  (Hilt, 
des  Huns,  tom.  iii.  p.  135.).  They  might  allege  the  not  lets  ex- 
travagant liberality  of  Appian  in  favour  of  the  Ptolemies  (in  preefat.) 
of  feventy- four  myriads,  740,000  talents,  an  annual  income  of  tSj, 
or  near  300,  millions  of  pounds  fterling,  according  as  we  reckon  by 
the  Egyptian  or  the  Alexandrian  talent  (Bernard  de  Ponderibus 
Antiq.  p.  V$6.). 

*H  See  the  meafnrenjent  of  d’Anville  (Mem.  fur  l’Egypte,  p.  23, 
Arc.).  After  fome  peevilh  cavils,  M.  Pauw  (Recberches  fur  les 
Egyptiens,  tom.  i.  p.  118—121.)  canonly  enlarge  his-  reckoning  to 
2250  fquare  leagues. 

-10  gold* 
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gold,  of  which  nine  hundred  thoufand  were  colt * 
fumed  by  the  pay  of  the  foldiers*”.  Two  au- 
thentic lifts,  of  the  prefent  and  of  the  twelfth  cen- 
tury, are  circumfcribed  within  the  refpeftable  num- 
ber of,  two  thoufand  feven  hundred  villages  and 
towns  *36.  After  a long  refidence  at  Cairo,  a French 
conlul  has  ventured  to  afllgn  about  four  millions 
of  Mahometans,  Chriftians,  and  Jews,  for  the 
ample,  though  not  incredible,  fcope,  of  the  popu- 
lation of  Egypt 

IV.  The  conqueft  of  Africa,  from  the  Nile  to 
the  Atlantic  ocean  *38,  was  firft  attempted  by  the 

arms 


"H  Renaudot,  Hift.  Patriarch.  Alexand.  p.  334.  who  calls  the  com- 
mon reading  or  verfion  of  Elmacin,  error  litrerii • His  own  emendation, 
of  4,300,000  pieces,  in  the  ix,h  century,  maintains  a probable  me- 
dium between  the  3,000,000  which  the  Arabs  acquired  by  the  conqueft 
of  Egypt  (idem,  p.  168.),  and  the  1,400,000  which  the  fultan  ofCon- 
ftantinople  levied  in  the  lad  century  (Pietro  della  Valle,  tom  i. 
p.  3j*  ; Thevenot,  part  i.  p.  814.).  Pauw  (Recherche*,  tom.  ii. 
p.  365 — 373.}  gradually  raifes  the  revenue  of  thePharaohs,  the  Ptole- 
mies, and  the  Cxfars,  from  fix  to  fifteen  millions  of  German  crowns. 

*1*  The  lift  of  Schultens  (Index  Geograph,  ad  ealeem  Vit.  Sala- 
din.  p.  5.)  contains  1396  places;  that  of  d’Anville  (Mem.  fur 
1’Egypte,  p.  19.),  from  the  divan  of  Cairo,  enumerates  1696. 

'17  See  Maillet  (Defcription  de  1’Egypte,  p.  18.),  who  feems  to 
argue  with  candour  and  judgment.  I am  much  better  finished  with 
the  oblervations  than  with  the  reading  of  the  French  conful.  He 
was  ignorant  of  Greek  and  Latin  literature,  and  his  fancy  it  too 
much  delighted  with  the  fiflions  of  the  Arabs.  Their  bell  know- 
ledge is  collected  by  Abuifeda  (Defcript.  JE gypt.  Arab.  etLat.  a Joh. 
David  Michatlis,  Gottinga;,  in4t0,  1776)  : and  in  two  recent  voyages 
into  Egypt,  we  are  amufed  by  Savary,  and  inftrufted  by  Volncy.  X 
vvifh  the  latter  could  travel  over  the  globe. 

• 1*  My  conqueft  of  Afiica  is  drawn  from  two  French  interpreters 
pf  Arabic  literature,  Cardonne  (Hift.  de  PAfrique  et  de  1'Elpagne 
fous  la  Domination  des  Arabes,  tom.  i.  p.  8—53.)  and  Otter  (Hift. 
de  1’Academie  de»  Infcriptions,  tom.  xxi.  p.  nr — 115.  and  136.). 
They  derive  their  principal  information  from  Novairi,  who  com. 
pofied,  A.  D.  1331,  an  Encyclopaedia  in  more  than  twenty  volumes. 

The 
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arms  of  the  caliph  Othman.  The  pious  defign  was 
approved  by  the  companions  of  Mahomet  and  the 
chiefs  of  the  tribes;  and  twenty  thoufand  Arabs 
marched  from  Medina,  with  the  gifts  and  the 
bleffing  of  the  commander  of  the  faithful.  They 
were  joined  in  the  camp  of, Memphis  by  twenty 
thoufand  of  their  countrymen ; and  the  condudl  of 
the  war  was  entrufted  to  Abdallah'39,  the  Ion  of 
Said  and  the  fofter- brother  of  the  caliph,  who  had 
lately  fupplanted  the  conqueror  and  lieutenant  of 
Egypt.  Yet  the  favour  of  the  prince,  and  the 
meric  of  his  favourite,  could  not  obliterate  the 
guilt  of  his  apoftacy.  The  early  converfion  of 
Abdallah,  and  his  fleilful  pen,  had  recommended 
him  to  the  important  office  of  tranferibing  the 
Iheets  of  the  Koran;  he  betrayed  his  truft,  cor- 
rupted the  text,  derided  the  errors  which  he  had 
made,  and  fled  to  Mecca  to  efcape  the  juftice,  and 
expofe  the  ignorance,  of  the  apoftle.  After  the 
conqueft  of  Mecca,  he  fell  proftrate  at  the  feet  of 
Mahomet : his  tears,  and  the  entreaties  of  Othman, 
extorted  a reluftant  pardon ; but  the  prophet  de- 
clared that  he  had  fo  long  hefltated,  to  allow  time 
for  fome  zealous  difciple  to  avenge  his  injury  in 
the  blood  of  the  apoftate.  With  apparent  fidelity 
and  effeftive  meric,  he  ferved  the  religion  which  ic 

The  five  general  parts  fuceeffiveiy  treat  of,  t.  Phyfics,  t.  Man, 
3. -Animals,  4.  Plants,  and,  5.  Hittory;  and  the  African  affairs 
arc  dil'ctrffed  in  the  vith  chapter  of  the  Vth  feftion  of  this  lall  part 
(Rtifke,  Prodidagmata  ad  Hagji  Chalifae  Tabulas,  p.  231—534..). 
Among  the  older  hiftorians  who  are  quoted  by  Novairi  we  may  dif- 
tinguifh  the  original  narrative  of  a foldier  who  led  the  van  of  the 
Modems. 

«J9  See  the  hiftpry  of  Abdallah,  in  Abulfeda  (Vit.  Mohammed, 
p.  109.)  and  Gagnier  (Vie  de  Mahomet,  torn.  iii.  p.  45 — 48.). 
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was  no  longer  his  intereft  to  defert : his  birth  and 
talents  gave  him  an  honourable  rank  among  the 
Koreifh  and,  in  a nation  of  cavalry,  Abdallah  was 
renowned  as  the  boldeft  and  mod  dextrous  horfe- 
man  of  Arabia.  At  the  head  of  forty  thoufand 
Modems,  he  advanced  from  Egypt  into  the  un- 
known countries  of  the  Weft.  The  fands  of  Barca 
might  be  impervious  to  a Roman  legion ; but  the 
Arabs  were  attended  by  their  faithful  camels  j and 
the  natives  of  the  defert  beheld  without  terror  the 
familiar  afpetft  of  the  foil  and  climate.  After  a 
painful  march,  they  pitched  their  tents  before  the 
.walls  of  Tripoli'40,  a maritime  city,  in  which  the 
name , the  wealth,  and  the  inhabitants,  of  the  pro- 
vince had  gradually  centered,  and  which  now 
maintains  the  third  rank  among  the  ftates  of  Bar- 
bary. A reinforcement  of  Greeks  was  furprifed 
and  cut  in  pieces  on  the  fea-fhore;  but  the  fortifi- 
cations of  Tripoli  refitted  the  firft  aflaults ; and  the 
Saracens  were  tempted  by  the  approach  of  the  pre- 
fect Gregory  ,4‘  to  relinquifh  the  labours  of  the 

u, 

*+°  The  province  and  city  of  Tripoli  are  defcribed  by  Leo  Afri- 
canus  (in  Navigatione  et  Viaggi  di  Ramufio,  tom.  i.  Venetia,  IJJO, 
fol.  76.  verjej  and  Marmol  (Defcription  de  1’Afrique,  tom.  it. 
p.  562.).  The  firft  of  thefe  writers  was  a Moor,  a fcholar,  and  a 
traveller,  who  compofed  or  traoftated  his  African  geography  in  a ftate 
of  captivity  at  Rome,  where  he  had  aftumed  the  name  and  religion  of 
pope  Leo  X.  In  a fimilar  captivity  among  the  Moors,  the  Spaniard 
Marmol,  a foldier  of  Chailes  V.  compiled  his  Defcription  of  Africa, 
tranflated  by  d’Ablancourt  into  French  (Paris,  1667,  3 vols.  in  4'°). 
Marmol  had  read  and  feen,  but  he  is  deftitute  of  the  curious  and  ex. 
tenfivoobfervacion  which  abounds  in  the  original  work  of  Leo  the 
African. 

Thcophanes,  who  mentions  the  defeat,  rather  than  the  death,  of 
Gregory.  He  brands  the  pratfeft  with  the  name  of  Toponc; ; 
he  had  probably  aftumed  the  purple  (Chronograph,  p.  285.) 
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fiege  for  the  perils  and  the  hopes  of  a decifive  c H a p. 
aftion.  If  his  ftandard  was  followed  by  one  hun-  ■ .y 
dred  and  twenty  thoufand  men,  the  regular  bands 
of  the  empire  muft  have  been  loft  in  the  naked  gory  ana 
and  diforderly  crowd  of  Africans  and  Moors,  who  ^ dluSh* 
formed  the  ftrength,  or  rather  the  numbers,  of  his 
hoft.  He  rejected  with  indignation  the  option  of  the 
Koran  or  the  tribute ; and  during  feveral  days,  the 
two  armies  were  fiercely  engaged  from  the  dawn 
of  light  to  the  hour  of  noon,  when  their  fatigue 
and  the  exceflive  heat  compelled  them  to  feek 
Ihelter  and  refrefhment  in  their  refpedtive  camps. 

The  daughter  of  Gregory,  a maid  of  incomparable 
beauty  and  fpirit,  is  faid  to  have  fought  by  his 
fide:  from  her  earlieft  youth  fhe  was  trained  to 
mount  on  horfeback,  to  draw  the  bow,  and  to 
wield  the  fcymetar ; and  the  richnefs  of  her  arms 
and  apparel  was  confpicuous  in  the  foremoft  ranks 
of  the  battle.  Her  hand,  with  an  hundred  thou- 
fand pieces  of  gold,  was  offered  for  the  head  of  the 
Arabian  general,  and  the  youths  of  Africa  were  ex- 
cited by  the  profpeft  of  the  glorious  prize.  At  the 
prefiing  folicitation  of  his  brethren,  Abdallah  with- 
drew his  perfon  from  the  field  j but  the  Saracens 
were  difcouraged  by  the  retreat  of  their  leader, 
and  the  repetition  of  thefe  equal  or  unfuccefsful 
conflicts. 

A noble  Arabian,  who  afterwards  became  the  vifloryof 
adverfary  of  Ali  and  the  father  of  a caliph,  had  theArab‘* 
fignalized  his  valour  in  Egypt,  and  Zobeir  *4*  was 

***  See  in  Ockley  (Hill,  of  the  Saracens,  vol.  ii.  p.  4J-),  the  death 
of  Zobeir,  which  was  honoured  v\ith  the  tears  of  Ali,  againft  whom 
he  had  rebelled.  Hit  valour  at  the  fiege  of  Babylon,  if  indeed’it  be  the 
fame  perfon,  is  mentioned  by  Eutychius  (Aural,  tom.  ii.  p.  308.). 
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C P*  w^°  P^3nte^  a baling-ladder  againft  the 

s_ - walls  of  Babylon.  In  the  African  war  he  was  de- 

tached from  the  ftandard  of  Abdallah.  On  the 
news  of  the  battle,  Zobeir,  with  twelve  com- 
panions, cut  his  way  through  the  camp  of  the 
Greeks;  and  prefied  forwards,  without  tailing 
either  food  or  repofe,  to  partake  of  the  dangers  of 
his  brethren.  Me  call  his  eyes  round  the  field: 
“ Where,”  faid  he,  “ is  our  general  ?”  “ In  his 

“ tent.”  “ Is  the  tent  a ftation  for  the  general 
,f  of  the  Modems  ?”  Abdallah  reprefented  with  a 
blufh  the  importance  of  his  own  life,  and  the  tempt- 
ation that  was  held  forth  by  the  Roman  prsfedl. 
*f  Retort,”  faid  Zobeir,  “ on  the  infidels  their 
**  ungenerous  attempt.  Proclaim  through  the 
u ranks,  that  the  head  of  Gregory  Ihall  be  repaid 
“ with  his  captive  daughter,  and  the  equal  fum  of 
“ one  hundred  thoufand  pieces  of  gold.”  To  the 
courage  and  difcretion  of  Zobeir  the  lieutenant  of 
the  caliph  entrufled  the  execution  of  his  own  ftra- 
tagem,  which  inclined  the  long-difputed  balance  in 
favour  of  the  Saracens.  Supplying  by  activity 
and  artifice  the  deficiency  of  numbers,  a part  of 
their  forces  lay  concealed  in  their  tents,  while  the 
remainder  prolonged  an  irregular  fkirmilh  with  the 
enemy,  till  the  fun  was  high  in  the  heavens.  On 
both  fades  they  retired  with  fainting  Heps:  their 
horfes  were  unbridled,  their  armour  was  laid  afide, 
and  the  hoflile  nations  prepared,  or  feemed  to  pre- 
pare, for  the  refrelhment  of  the  evening,  and  the 
encounter  of  the  enfuing  day.  On  a fudden,  the 
charge  was  founded;  the  Arabian  camp  poured 
forth  a fwarm  of  freih  and  intrepid  warriors ; and 
4 ■■  - - the 
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the  long  line  of  the  Greeks  and  Africans  was  fur-  c 
prifed,  afifaulted,  overturned,  by  new  fquadrons 
of  the  faithful,  who,  to  the  eye  of  fanaticifm,  might 
appear  as  a band  of  angels  defeending  from  the 
Iky.  The  pnefedt  himfelf  was  (lain  by  the  hand 
of  Zobeir : his  daughter,  who  fought  revenge  and 
death,  was  furrounded  and  made  prifoner ; and  the 
fugitives  involved  in  their  ^ifafter  the  town  of 
Sufetula,  to  which  they  efcaped  from  the  fabres 
and  lances  of  the  Arabs.  Sufetula  was  built  one 
hundred  and  fifty  miles  to  the  fouth  of  Carthage : 
a gentle  declivity  is  watered  by  a running  ftream, 
and  Ihaded  by  a grove  of  juniper  trees  j and,  in 
the  ruins  of  a triumphal  arch,  a portico,  and  three 
temples  of  the  Corinthian  order,  curiofity  may  yet 
admire  the  magnificence  of  the  Romans  '**.  After 
the  fall  of  this  opulent  city,  the  provincials  and 
Barbarians  implored  on  all  fides  the  mercy  of  the 
conqueror.  His  vanity  or  his  zeal  might  be  flat- 
tered by  offers  of  tribute  or  profelfions  of  faith : 
but  his  loflfes,  his  fatigues,  and  the  progrefs  of  an 
epidemical  difeafe,  prevented  a folid  eftablifhment ; 

' and  the  Saracens,  after  a campaign  of  fifteen 
months,  retreated  to  the  confines  of  Egypt,  with 
the  captives  and  the  wealth  of  their  African  expe- 
dition. The  caliph’s  fifth  was  granted  to  a fa- 
vourite, on  the  nominal  payment  of  five  hundred 
thoufand  pieces  of  gold'4*;  but  the  ftate  was 

*«  Shaw’s  Travels,  p.  11S,  119. 

>+4  Mimica  emptio,  fays  Abulfeda,  erat  haec,  et  roira  donatio; 
quandoquidem  Othtnan,  ejus  nomine  nummos  ex  aerario  prills 
ablatos  seraiio  prseltabat  (Annal.  Modem,  p.  78.).  EJmacin  (in 
his  cloudy  verfion,  p.  39.)  feems  to  report  the  fame  job.  When  the 
Arabs  belieged  the  palace  of  Othman,  it  flood  high  in  their  catalogue 
of  grievances. 
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C *liA P’  doub]y  injured  by  this  fallacious  tranfa&ion,  if 

< each  foot-foldier  had  fhared  one  thoufand,  and 

each  horfeman  three  thoufand,  pieces,  in  the 
real  divifion  of  the  plunder.  The  author  of  the 
death  of  Gregory  was  expected  to  have  claimed 
the  moft  precious  reward  of  the  victory : from  his 
filence  it  might  be  prefumed  that  he  had  fallen  in 
the  battle,  till  the  tears  and  exclamations  of  the 
praefeft’s  daughter  at  the  fight  of  Zobeir  revealed 
the  valour  and  modefty  of  that  gallant  foldier. 

The  unfortunate  virgin  was  offered,  and  almoft 
rejected  as  a flave,  by  her  father’s  murderer,  who 
coolly  declared  that  his  fword  was  confecrated  to 
the  fervice  of  religion  ; and  that  he  laboured  for  a 
recompenfe  far  above  the  charms  of  mortal  beauty, 
or  the  riches  of  this  tranfitory  life.  A reward  con- 
genial to  his  temper,  was  the  honourable  com- 
miffion  of  announcing  to  the  caliph  Othman  the 
fuccefs  of  his  arms.  The  companions,  the  chiefs, 
and  the  people,  were  aflembled  in  the  mofch  of 
Medina,  to  hear  the  interefting  narrative  of  Zobeir; 
and,  as  the  orator  forgot  nothing  except  the  merit 
of  his  own  counfels  and  actions,  the  name  of  Ab- 
dallah was  joined  by  the  Arabians  with  the  heroic 
names  of  Caled  and  Amrou  ,45. 

Progrefs  of  The  weftern  conquefts  of  the  Saracens  were  fuf- 
cens  in  pended  near  twenty  years,  till  their  diffenfions  were 
A aCd  compofed  by  the  eftablifhment  of  the  houfe  of 
66j—689.  Ommiyah  : and  the  caliph  Moawiyah  was  invited 
by  the  cries  of  the  Africans  themfelves.  The  fuc- 

Ei7-«5-f«T‘v<7£t»  Xetccutmoi  rr,t  Afsttcw,  xai  a-vpSahom;  tm  t vpanai 
Tgvyofiu  Tarot  Tfiirtwi  xa»  Tty  1 ret  at rru  xthubj’i  xai  yrAyrca.iJTt: 
fxira  to  Aipfe.'?  ty7rirfFvJ/a».  Theophan.  Chronograph,  p.  185.  edit. 

Paris.  His  chronology  is  loofe  and  inaccurate. 

ceffors 

Digitized  by  Google 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE.  455 


cefifors  of  Heraclius  had  been  informed  of  the  tri- 
bute which  they  had  been  compelled  to  ftipulate  with 
the  Arabs;  but  inftead  of  being  moved  to  pity  and 
relieve  their  diftrefs,  they  impofed,  as  an  equivalent 
or  a fine,  a fecond  tribute  of  a fimilar  amount.  The 
ears  of  the  Byzantine  minifters  were  fhut  againft 
the  complaints  of  their  poverty  and  ruin  : their 
defpair  was  reduced  to  prefer  the  dominion  of  a 
fingle  mafter ; and  the  extortions  of  the  patriarch 
of  Carthage,  who  was  inverted  with  civil  and  mi- 
litary power,  provoked  the  feCtaries,  and  even  the 
Catholics,  of  the  Roman  province  to  abjure  the 
religion  as  well  as  the  authority  of  their  tyrants. 
The  firft  lieutenant  of  Moawiyah  acquired  a juft 
renown,  fubdued  an  important  city,  defeated,  an 
army  of  thirty  thoufand  Greeks,  fwept  away  four- 
fcore  thoufand  captives,  and  enriched  with  their 
fpoils  the  bold  adventurers  of  Syria  and  Egypt  ,4\ 
But  the  title  of  conqueror  of  Africa  is  more  juftly 
due  to  his  fucceflor  Akbah.  He  marched  from  Da- 
mafeus  at  the  head  of  ten  thoufand  of  the.braveft 
Arabs ; and  the  genuine  force  of  the  Modems  was 
enlarged  by  the  doubtful  aid  and  converfion  of  many 
thoufand  Barbarians.  It  would  be  difficult,  nor 
is  it  necefiary,  to  trace  the  accurate  line  of  the 
progrefs  of  Akbah.  The  interior  regions  have 
been  peopled  by  the  Orientals  with  fictitious  armies 
and  imaginary  citadels.  In  the  warlike  province  of 
Zab  or  Numidia,  fourfeore  thoufand  of  the  natives 
might  affemble  in  arms ; but  the  number  of  three 
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■4*  Theophanes  (in  Chronograph,  p.  193.)  inferts  the  vague  ru- 
mours that  might  reach  Conllantinople,  of  the  wellern  conquefts  of 
the  Arabs ; and  I learn  from  Paul  Warnefrid,  deacon  of  Aquileia 
(de  Geftis  Langobard.  1.  v.  c.  13.),  that  at  this  time  they  fent  a 
fleet  from  Alexandria  into  the  Sicilian  and  African  Teas, 
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hundred  and  fixty  towns  is  incompatible  with  the 
ignorance  or  decay  of  hufbandry  147 ; and  a cir- 
cumference of  three  leagues  will  be  juftified  by  the 
ruins  of  Erbe  "or  Lambefa,  the  ancient  metro- 
polis of  that  inland  country.  As  we  approach  the 
fea-coaft,  the  well-known  cities  of  Bugia141  and 
Tangier  149  define  the  more  certain  limits  of  the  Sa- 
racen vi&ories.  A remnant  of  trade  (till  adheres 
to  the  commodious  harbour  of  Bugia,  which,  in 
a more  profperous  age,  is  faid  to  have  contained 
about  twenty  thoufand  houfes.;  and  the  plenty  of 
'iron  which  is  dug  from  the  adjacent  mountains 
might  have  fupplied  a braver  people  with  the  in- 
ftruments  of  defence.  The  remote  pofition  and 
venerable  antiquity  of  Tingi,  or  Tangier,  have 
been  decorated  by  the  Greek  and  Arabian  fables; 
but  the  figurative  expreffions  of  the  latter,  that  the 
walls  were  conftru<5ted  of  brafs,  and  that  the  roofs 
were  covered  with  gold  and  filver,  may  be  inter- 
preted as  the  emblems  of  ftrength  and  opulence. 
The  province  of  Mauritania  Tingitana‘s°,  which 

, afTumed 

’+7  See  Novairi  (apud  Otter,  p.'  118.),  Leo  Africanus  (fol.  81. 
wrfi),  who  reckons  only  cinque  citta  e infinite  cafal,  Marmol  (De- 
frriptiou  de  1'Afrique,  tom.  iii.  p.  33.),  and  Shaw  (Travels,  p.  57. 
65 — 68.). 

Leo  African,  fol.  58.  verfo,  39.  reflo.  Marmol,  tom.  ii.  p. 
415.  Shaw,  p.  43. 

>49  Leo  African,  fol.  52.  Marmol,  tom.  ii.  p.  ai8. 

’5®  Rcgio  ignobilis,  et  vix  qujcquam  illultre  foitita,  parvis  oppi- 
dis  habitatur,  parva  flumina  emittit,  folo  quara  viris  melior  et  feg- 
Jtitte  gentis  ohfeura.  Pomponius  Mela,  i,  3.  iii.  10.  Meladeferves 
the  more  credit,  fince  his  own  Phoenician  ancellors  had  migrated 
from  Tingitana  to  Spain  (fee,  in  ii.  6.  a pafiage  of  that  geographer 
fo  cruelly  tortured  by  Salmafius,  Ifaac  Voffius,  and  the  molt  viru- 
lent ol  clitics,  James  Gronovius).  He  lived  at  the  time  of  the  final 
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a /Turned  the  name  of  the  capital,  had  been  im-  CHL^P* 
perfe&ly  difcovered  and  fettled  by  the  Romans  j ■ 
the  five  colonies  were  confined  to  a narrow  pale, 
and  the  more  fouthern  parts  were  feldom  explored 
except  by  the  agents  of  luxury,  who  fearched  the 
forefts  for  ivory  and  the  citron  wood  ,5',  and  the 
fhores  of  the  ocean  for  the^purple  lhell-fi(h.  The 
fearlefs  Akbah  plunged  into  the  heart  of  the 
country,  traverfed  the  wildernefs  in  which  his  fuc- 
ce/Tors  erefted  the  fplendid  capitals  of  Fez  and 
Morocco  *’*,  and  at  length  penetrated  to  the  verge 
of  the  Atlantic  and  the  great  defert.  The  river 
Sus  defcends  from  the  weftern  fides  of  mount  Atlas, 
fertilifes,  like  the  Nile,  the  adjacent  foil,  and  falls 
into  the  fea  at  a moderate  diftance  from  the  Ca- 
nary, or  Fortunate,  iflands.  Its  banks  were  inha- 


redutlion  of  that  country  by  the  emperor  Claudius  : yet  almoft  thirty 
years  afterwards,  Pliny  (Hift.  Nat.  v.  i.)  complains  of  his  authors, 
too  lazy  to  inquire,  too  proud  to  confefs  .their  ignorance  of  that  wild 
and  remote  province. 

>SI  The  fooli/h  f.tfliion  of  this  citron  wood  prevailed  at  Rome 
among  the  men,  as  much  as  the  tafte  for  pearls  among  the  women. 
A round  board  or  table,  four  or  five  feet  in  diameter,  fold  for  the 
price  of  an  cftate  (latefundii  taxatione),  eight,  ten,  or  twelve  thou- 
fand  pounds  tierling  (Piin.  Hift.  Natur.  xiii.  29.).  I conceive  that 
I mull  not  confound  the  tree  citrus,  with  that  of  the  fruit  citrum.  But 
I am  not  botanift  enough  to  define  the  former  (it  is  like  the  wild 
cyprefs)  by  the  vulgar  or  Linntean  name  ; nor  will  I decide  whether 
the  citrum  be  the  orange  or  the  lemon.  Salmafius  appears  to  exhauft 
the  fubje£t,  but  he  too  often  involves  himfelf  in  the  web  of  bis  difor- 
derly  erudition  (Plinian.  Exercitat.  tom.  ii.  p.  656,  &c.). 

*S*  Leo  African,  fol.  16.  verfo.  Marrnol,  tom.  ii.  p.  28.  Thi* 
province,  the  firft  fcene  of  the  exploits  and  greatnefs  of  the  cberifs,  is 
often  mentioned  in  the  curious  hiltory  of  that  dynafty  at  the  end  of 
the  iii4  volume  of  Marmol,  Defcription  de  l’Af  rique.  The  iiid  vol. 
of  the  Recherches  Hiftoriques  fur  les  Maures  (lately  publilhed  at 
Paris)  iliuftrates  the  hiftory  and  geography  of  the  kingdoms  of 
Fez  and  Morocco. 
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c p * °y  l^e  ^ £^e  ^oors> a race  °f  ^*avagcs» 

v — v — • without  laws,  or  difcipline,  or  religion  : they  were 
aftonifhed  by  the  ftrange  and  irrefiftible  terrors  of 
the  Oriental  arms;  and  as  they  poflefied  neither  gold 
nor  filver,  the  richfcft  fpoil  was  the  beauty  of  the 
female  captives,  fome  of  whom  were  afterwards 
fold  for  a thoufand  pieces  of  gold.  The  career, 
though  not  the  zeal,  of  Akbah  was  checked  by  the 
profpeft  of  a boundlefs  ocean.  He  fpurred  his 
horfe  into  the  waves,  and  raifing  his  eyes  to  heaven, 
exclaimed  with  the  tone  of  a fanatic:  “ Great 
“ God  ! if  my  courfe  were  not  flopped  by  this  fea, 
“ I would  flill  go  on,  to  the  unknown  kingdoms 
“ of  the  Weft,  preaching  the  unity  of  thy  holy 
“ name,  and  putting  to  the  fword  the  rebellious 
“ nations  . who  worfhip  any  other  gods  than 
“ thee Yet  this  Mahometan  Alexander, 
who  fighed  for  new  worlds,  was  unable  to  pre- 
ferve  his  recent  conquefts.  By  the  univerfal  defection 
of  the  Greeks  and  Africans,  he  was  recalled  from 
the  fhores  of  the  Atlantic,  and  the  furrounding 
multitudes  left  him  only  the  refource  of  an  honour- 
able death.  The  laft  fcene  was  dignified  by  an 
example  of  national  virtue.  An  ambitious  chief, 
who  had  difputed  the  command  and  failed  in  the 
attempt,  was  led  about  as  a prifoner  in  the  camp 
of  the  Arabian  general.  The  infurgents  had 
trufted  to  his  difcontent  and  revenge ; he  difdain- 
ed  their  offers  and  revealed  their  defigns.  In  the 

'Si  Otter  (p.  119.I  has  given  the  ftrong  tone  of  fanaticifm  to  this 
exclamation,  which  Cardonne  (p.  37.)  has  loftened  to  a pious  wifh 
of prtacthg  the  Koran.  Yet  they  had  both  the  fame  text  of  Novaiii 
before  their  eyes. 
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hour  of  danger,  the  grateful  Akbah  unlocked  his  c a p. 
fetters,  and  advifed  him  to  retire  ; he  chofe  to  die  1 . 
under  the  banner  of  his  rival.  Embracing  as  friends 
and  martyrs,  they  unfheathed  their  fcymetars, 
broke  their  fcabbards,  and  maintained  an  obfti- 
nate  combat,  till  they  fell  by  each  other’s  fide  on 
the  laft  of  their  flaughtered  countrymen.  The 
third  general  or  governor  of  Africa,  Zuheir, 
avenged  and  encountered  the  fate  of  his  prede- 
cefior.  He  vanquidied  the  natives  in  many  bat- 
tles ; he  was  overthrown  by  a powerful  army, 
which  Conftantinople  had  fent  to  the  relief  of  Car- 
thage. 

It  had  been  the  frequent  pra&ice  of  the  Moorifli  Founda- 
tribes  to  join  the  invaders,  to  fhare  the  plunder,  of 
to  profefs  the  faith,  and  to  revolt  to  their  favage  a.  d! 
Hate  of  independence  and  idolatry,  on  the  firft  re-  670—67 s- 
treat  or  misfortune  of  the  Modems.  The  prudence 
of  Akbah  had  propofed  to  found  an  Arabian  co- 
lony in  the  heart  of  Africa ■,  a citadel  that  might 
curb  the  levity  of  the  Barbarians,  a place  of  re- 
fuge to  lecure,  againft  the  accidents  of  war,  the 
wealth  and  the  families  of  the  Saracens.  With 
this  view,  and  under  the  modeft  title  of  the  ftation 
of  a caravan,  he  planted  this  colony  in  the  fiftieth 
year  of  the  Hegira.  In  its  prefent  decay,  Cai- 
roan  154  ftill  holds  the  fecond  rank  in  the  kingdom 
of  Tunis,  from  which  it  is  diftant  about  fifty- 
’s* The  foundation  of  Cairoan  is  mentioned  by  Ockley  (Hift.  of 
of  the  Saracens,  vol.  ii.  p.  119,  130.)}  and  the  fituation,  mofch, 

&c.  of  the  city  are  defcribed  by  Leo  Africanus  (fol.  75-),  Marmol 
(tom.  ii.  p.  jja.),  and  Shaw  (p.  115.). 
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miles  to  the  fouth  135 ; its  inland  fituation,  twelve 
miles  weftward  of  the  lea,  has  protected  the  city 
from  the  Greek  and  Sicilian  fleets.  When  the  wild 
beafts  and  ferpents  were  extirpated,  when  the- 
foreft,  or  rather  wildernefs,  was  cleared,  the  vef- 
tiges  of  a Roman  town  were  difcovered  in  a Tandy 
plain : the  vegetable  food  of  Cairoan  is  brought 
from  afar ; and  the  fcarcity  of  fprings  conftrains 
the  inhabitants  to  coiled  in  citterns  and  refervoirs 
a precarious  fupply  of  rain-water.  Thefe  obftacles 
w ere  fubdued  by  the  induftry  of  Akbah  ; he  traced 
a circumference  of  three  thoufand  and  fix  hundred 
paces,  which  he  encompafled  with  a brick  wall ; 
in  the  fpace  of- five  years,  the  governor’s  palace 
was  furrounded  with  a fufficicnt  number  of  private 
habitations ; a fpacious  mofch  was  fupported  by 
five  hundred  columns  of  granite,  porphyry,  and 
Numidian  marble;  and  Cairoan  became  the  feat 
of  learning  as  well  as  of  empire.  But  thefe  were 
the  glories  of  a later  age;  the  new  colony  was 
fhaken  by  the  fuccefiive  defeats  of  Akbah  and  Zu- 
heir,  and  the  weftern  expeditions  were  again  in- 
terrupted by  the  civil  difcord  of  the  Arabian  mo- 
narchy. Thefon  of  the  valiant  Zobeir  maintained 
a war  of  twelve  years,  a fiege  of  leven  months 
againft  the  houfe  of  Ommiyah.  Abdallah  wasfaid  to 
unite  the  fiercenefs  of  the  lion  with  the  fubtlety  of 


*55  A portentous,  though  frequent  miftake,  ha*  been  the  con- 
founding, from  a flight  fmiilitude  of  name,  the  Cyrene  of  the  Greeks, 
and  the  Cairoan  of  the  Arabs,  two  cities  which  are  feparated  by  an 
interval  of  a thoufand  miles  along  the  fca-coaft.  The  great  Thuanus 
has  not  efcaped  this  fault,  the  lefs  excufable  as  it  is  connected  with 
a formal  and  elaborate  defeription  of  Africa  (Hiftoriar.  1.  vii.  c.  i.  in 
tom.  i.  p.  *40.  edit.  Buckley). 
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the  fox  j bit  if  he  inherited  the  courage,  he  was  de-  c p* 
void  of  the  generofity,  of  his  father  ,58.  t— 

The  return  of  domeftic  peace  allowed  the  ca-  conqueft 
liph  Abdalmalek  to  refume  the  conqueft  of  Africa ; t0hfa£*r" 
the  ftandard  was  delivered  to  Haflan  governor  of  a.  d. 
Egypt,  and  the  revenue  of  that  kingdom,  with  an  69s— 69s* 
army  of  forty  thoufand  men,  was  confecrated  to 
the  important  fervice.  In  the  viciflitudes  of  war, 
the  interior  provinces  had  been  alternately  won  and 
loft  by  the  Saracens.  But  the  fea-coaft  ftill  re- 
mained in  the  hands  of  the  Greeks  ; the  predecef- 
lors  of  Haflan  had  refpeited  the  name  and  forti- 
fications of  Carthage  ; and  the  number  of  its  de- 
fenders was  recruited  by  the  fugitives  of  Cabes  and 
Tripoli.  The  arms  of  Haflan  were  bolder  and 
more  fortunate : he  reduced  and  pillaged  the  me- 
tropolis of  Africa  j and  the  mention  of  fcaling- 
ladders  may  juftify  the  fufpicion  that  he  antici- 
pated, by  a fudden  aflault,  the  more  tedious  ope- 
rations of  a regular  fiege.  But  the  joy  of  the  con- 
querors was  foon  difturbed  by  the  appearance  of 
the  Chriftian  fuccours.  The  prfefeft  and  patrU 
cian  John,  a general  of  experience  and  renown, 
embarked  at  Conftantinople  the  forces  of  the 
Eaftern  empire 157 ; they  were  joined  by  the  fhips 

and 

*J5  Befides  the  Arabic  chronicles  of  Abulfeda,  Elmacin,  and 
Abulpharagius,  under  the  Ixxiii1*  year  of  the  Hegira,  we  may  con- 
fult  d’Herbelot  (fiibliot.  Orient,  p.  7.)  and  Ockley  (Hift.  of  the 
Saracens,  vol.  ii.  p.  339—349.).  The  latter  has  given  the  iaft  and 
pathetic  dialogue  between  Abdallah  and  his  mother ; but  he  has  for- 
got a phyfical  efteft  of  Itr  grief  for  his  death,  the  return,  at  the  age  of 
ninety,  and  fatal  confequences,  of  her  menfa. 

*57  Aeons;  ....  airatra  t a Paulina  wXoifMt,  ffa.Tr.yot 

Ts  tw’atrr ti{  luat.ir,i  ilxTfiKM  i^ct ritfn  Tut  ero7.if*ia»  ’rfcX"flcrc*/*fi'55 
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and  foldiers  of  Sicily,  and  a powerful  reinforce- 
ment of  Goths  ,sS  was  obtained  from  the  fears  and 
religion  of  the  Spanifh  monarch.  The  weight  of 
the  confederate  navy  broke  the  chain  that  guarded 
the  entrance  of  the  harbour ; the  Arabs  retired  to  * 
Cairoan,  or  Tripoli;  the  Chriftians  landed;  the 
citizens  hailed  the  enfign  of  the  crofs,  and  the 
winter  ,was  idly  wafted  in  the  dream  of  vidtory  or 
deliverance.  But  Africa  was  irrecoverably  loft : the 
zeal  and  refentment  of  the  commander  of  the  faith- 
ful 159  prepared  in  theenfuing  fpring  a more  nume- 
rous armament  by  fea  and  land  ; and  the  patrician  in 
his  turn  was  compelled  to  evacuate  the  poll  and 
fortifications  of  Carthage.  A fecond  battle  was 
fought  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Utica:  the  Greeks 
and  Goths  were  again  defeated ; and  their  timely 
embarkation  faved  them  from  the  fword  of  IIaflan, 

irf of  xatx  r ait  Txpxxr.tu*  i£nrif/.'l'i>‘  Nicephor.  Con- 

dantinopolitani  Breviar.  p.  »8.  The  patriarch  of  Condantinople, 
with  Theophanes  (Chronograph,  p.  309.),  have  (lightly  mentioned 
this  laft  attempt  for  the  relief  of  Africa.  Pagi  (Critica,  tom.  iii.  p. 
119.  141.)  has  nicely  afeertained  the  chronology  by  a drift  com- 
panion of  the  Arabic  and  Byzantine  hidorians,  who  often  difagree 
both  in  time  and  faft.  See  likewife  a note  of  Otter  (p.  »t.). 

Dove  s’erano  ridotti  i nobili  Romani  e i Gotti ; and  afterwards, 
i Romani  fuggirono  e i Gotti,  lafeiarono  Carthagine  (Leo  African, 
fol.  71.  refto).  I know  not  from  what  Arabic  writer  the  African 
derived  his  Goths;  but  the  faft,  though  new,  is  fo  interediug  and 
fo  probable,  that  I will  accept  it  on  the  flighted  authority. 

,s9  This  commander  is  Ayled  by  Nicephorus  Bi-tiXiv?  Yapaxwi, 
a vague  though  not  improper  definition  of  the  caliph.  Theophanes 
introduces  the  Arange  appellation  of  nporoxv/*i3o\of,  which  his  inter- 
preter Goar  explains  by  Vhtir  Azcm.  They  may  approach  the  truth, 
in  afligning  the  aftive  part  to  the  minider,  rather  than  the  prince; 
but  they  forget  that  the  Ommiades  had  only  a kattb,  or  fecretary, 
and  that  the  office  of  vizir  was  not  revived  or  indituted  till  the  131* 
year  df  the  Hegira  (d’Herbelot,  p.  911.). 
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who  had  inverted  the  flight  and  infufficient  rampart  c ” A p* 
of  their  camp.  Whatever  yet  remained  of  Car-  1 — 
thage,  was  delivered  to  the  flames,  and  the  colony 
of  Dido 180  and  Czefar  lay  defolate  above  two 
hundred  years,  till  a part,  perhaps  a twentieth,  of 
the  old  circumference  was  repeopled  by  the  firft  of 
the  Fatimite  caliphs.  In  the  beginning  of  the 
fixteenth  century,  the  fecond  capital  of  the  Weft: 
was  reprefented  by  a mofch,  a college  without 
ftudents,  twenty- five  or  thirty  {hops,  and  the  huts 
of  five  hundred  peafants,  who,  in  their  abjett 
poverty,  difplayed  the  arrogance  of  the  Punic  fe- 
nators.  Even  that  paltry  village  was  fwept  away 
by  the  Spaniards  whom  Charles  the  Fifth  had 
ftationed  in  the  fortrefs  of  the  Goletta.  The  ruins 
of  Carthage  have  periftied ; and  the  place  might 
be  unknown  if  fome  broken  arches  of  an  aqueduft 
did  not  guide  the  footfteps  of  the  inquifitive 
traveller  **'. 

The  Greeks  were  expelled,  but  the  Arabians  Final  con- 
were  not  yet  matters  of  the  country.  In  the  in-  T£r^c°f 
terior  provinces  the  Moors  or  Berbers  ,6*,  fo  feeble  A- D- 

under  6sS-'°9' 


i«o  According  to  Solinus  (1. 17.  p.  36.  edit.  Salmaf),  the  Carthage 
of  Dido  (food  either  677  or  737  years  ; a various  reading,  which  pro- 
ceeds from  the  difference  of  MSS.  or  editions  (Salmaf,  Pliuian. 
Exercit.  tom.  i.  p.  *28.).  The  former  of  thefe  accounts,  which 
gives  813  years  before  Chrift,  is  more  confident  with  the  well-weigh- 
ed teftimony  of  Velleius  Paterculus  : but  the  latter  is  preferred  by 
our  chronologifts  (Marfham,  Canon.  Chron.  p.  398.)  as  more  agree- 
able to  the  Hebrew  and  Tyrian  annals. 

,ai  Leo  African,  fol.  71,  verfo  ; 71,  re£lo.  Marmol,  tom.ii.  p, 
445—447.  Shaw,  p.  80. 

161  The  hiftory  of  the  word  Barhar  may  be  claffed  under  four  pe- 
riods, 1.  In  the  time  of  Homer,  when  the  Greeks  and  Aliatics 

might 
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C P‘  unt^er  Csfars,  fo  formidable  to  the  Byzan- 

v tine  princes,  maintained  a diforderly  refiftance  to 

the  religion  and  power  of  the  fucceflors  of  Maho- 
met. Under  the  ftandard  of  their  queen  Cahina 
the  independent  tribes  acquired  fome  degree  of 
union  and  difcipline ; and  as  the  Moors  refpedled 
in  their  females  the  character  of  a prophetefs,  they 
attacked  the  invaders  with  an  enthufiafm  fimilar 
to  their  own.  The  veteran  bands  of  Haflan  were 
inadequate  to  the  defence  of  Africa : the  conquefts 
of  an  age  were  loft  in  a fingle  day  ; and  the  Ara- 
bian chief,  overwhelmed  by  the  torrent,  retired 
to  the  confines  of  Egypt,  and  expected,  five  years, 
the  promifed  fuccours  of  the  caliph.  After  the  re- 
treat of  the  Saracens,  the  victorious  prophetefs  af- 
fembled  the  Moorilh  chiefs,  and  recommended  a 
meafureof  ftrange  and  favage  policy.  “ Our  cities,” 
faid  fhe,  *c  and  the  gold  and  filver  which  they 
“ contain,  perpetually  attradl  the  arms  of  the 
“ Arabs.  Thele  vile  metals  are  not  the  objefts 
cc  of  our  ambition  j we  content  ourielves  with  the 


might  probably  rife  a common  idiom,  the  imitative  found  of  Bar-bar 
was  applied  to  the  ruder  tribes,  whofe  pronunciation  was  mod  hard), 
whole  grammar  was  molt  defective.  Kafr;  BafBxfoQaoi  (Iliad  ii. 

* S 6 7 . with  the  Oxford  fcholialf,  Clarke's  Annotation,  and  Henry 

Stephens’s  Greek  Thefaurus,  ton),  i.  p,  710.).  *.  From  the  time, 

at  lead,  of  Heiodotus,  it  was  extended  to  o>7  the  nations  who  were 
ttrangers  to  the  language  and  manners  of  the  Greeks.  3.  In  the  age 
of  Plautus,  the  Romans  fubmitted  to  the  infult  (Pompeius  Fellus,  I. 
ii.  p.  48.  edit.  Dacier),  and  freely  gave  themfelves  the  name  of  Bar- 
barians. They  infenlibly  claimed  an  exemption  for  Italy,  and  her 
fubjett  provinces}  and  at  length  removed  the  difgraceful  appellation 
to  the  favage  or  hoftile  nations  beyond  the  pale  of  the  empire.  4.  In 
every  fenl'e,  it  was  due  to  the  Moors;  the  familiar  word  was  bor- 
rowed from  the  Latin  provincials  by  the  Arabian  conquerors,  and  ha* 
juitiy  fettled  as  a local  denomination  (Barbary)  along  the  northern 
coad  of  Africa. 

“ Ample 
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c<  Ample  productions  of  the  earth.  Let  us  deftroy 
“ thefe  cities  ; let  us  bury  in  their  ruins  thofe  per- 
“ nicious  treafures ; and  when  the  avarice  of  ou^ 
“ foes  fhall  be  deftitute  of  temptation,  perhaps 
“ they  will  ceafe  to  difturb  the  tranquillity  of  a 
4<  warlike  people.”  The  propofal  was  accepted 
with  unanimous  applaufe.  From  Tangier  to  Tri- 
poli the  buildings,  or  at  leafl  the  fortifications, 
were  demolifhed,  the  fruit-trees  were  cut  down, 
the  means  of  fubfiftence  were  extirpated,  a fertile 
and  populous  garden  was  changed  into  a defert, 
and  the  hiftorians  of  a more  recent  period  could 
difcern  the  frequent  traces  of  the  profperity  and  de- 
vaftation  of  their  anceftors.  Such  is  the  tale  of  the 
modern  Arabians.  Yet  I ftrongly  fufpeCt  that 
their  ignorance  of  antiquity,  the  love  of  the  mar- 
vellous, and  the  fafliion  of  extolling  the  philo- 
lophy  of  Barbarians,  has  induced  them  todefcribe, 
as  one  voluntary  aft,  the  calamities  of  three  hundred 
years  fince  the  firft  fury  of  the  Donatilts  and 
Vandals.  In  the  progrefs  of  the  revolt  Cahina  had 
mod  probably  contributed  her  fliare  of  deftruCtion; 
and  the  alarm  of  univerfal  ruin  might  terrify  and 
alienate  the  cities  that  had  reluCtantly  yielded  to 
her  unworthy  yoke.  They  no  longer  hoped,  per- 
haps they  no  longer  wifhed,  the  return  of  their 
Byzantine  fovereigns:  their  prefent  fervitude  was  not 
alleviated  by  the  benefits  of  order  and  juftice ; and 
the  mod  zealous  Catholic  mud  prefer  the  imper- 
fect truths  of  the  Koran  to  the  blind  and  rude  ido- 
latry of  the  Moors.  The  general  of  the  Saracens 
was  again  received  as  the  faviour  of  the  province : 
the  friends  of  civil  fociety  confpired  againft  the  fa- 
Vol.  IX.  H h vages 
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chap,  vages  of  the  land;  and  the  royal  prophetefs  was 
flain  in  the  firft  battle  which  overturned  the  bafe- 
lefs  fabric  of  her  fuperftition  and  empire.  The 
fame  fpirit  revived  under  the  fuccefibr  of  HalTan  : 
it  was  finally  quelled  by  the  aftivity  of  Mufa  and  his 
two  Tons ; but  the  number  of  the  rebels  may  be  pre- 
fumed from  that  of  three  hundred  thoufand  captives; 
fixty  thoufand  of  whom,  the  caliph’s  fifth,  were  fold 
for  the  profit  of  the  public  treafury.  Thirty 
thoufand  of  the  Barbarian  youth  were  enlifted  in 
the  troops ; and  the  pious  labours  of  Mufa  to  in- 
culcate the  knowledge  and  praftice  of  the  Koran, 
accuftomed  the  Africans  to  obey  the  apoftle  of 
God  and  the  commander  of  the  faithful.  In  their 
climate  and  government,  their  diet  and  habitation, 
the  wandering  Moors  refembled  the  Bedoweens  of 
the  defert.  With  the  religion,  they  were  proud 
to  adopt  the  language,  name,  and  origin  of  Arabs: 
the  blood  of  the  Grangers  and  natives  was  infen- 
fibly  mingled;  and  from  the  Euphrates  to  the 
Atlantic  the  fame  natigif  might  feem  to  be  dif- 
fufed  over  the  fandy  plains  of  Afia  and  Africa. 
Yet  I will  not  deny  that  fifty  thoufand  tents  of 
pure  Arabians  might  be  tranfported  over  the  Nile, 
and  fcattered  through  the  Lybian  defert ; and  I 
am  not  ignorant  that  five  of  the  Moorilh  tribes  ftill 
retain  their  barbarous  idiom,  with  the  appellation 
and  char  after  of  white  Africans  ,<S3. 

V.  In 

The  firft  book  of  Leo  Africantis,  anti  the  obfervations  of 
Dr.  Shaw  (p.  no.  n;.  izt.  247,  &c.),  will  throw  fome  light 
on  the  roving  tribes  of  Barbary,  of  Arabian  or  Moorifii  defeent.  But 
Shaw  had  feen  thefe  favages  with  di dan t terror;  and  Leo,  a captive 


Ailoption 
of  the 

Moors. 
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V.  In  the  progrefs  of  conqueft  from  the  north 
and  fouth,  the  Goths  and  the  Saracens  encountered 
each  other  on  the  confines  of  Europe  and  Africa. 
In  the  opinion  of  the  latter,  the  difference  of  re- 
ligion is  a reafonable  ground  of  enmity  and  war- 
fare'*4. As  early  as  the  time  of  Othman  '**  their 
piratical  fquadrons  had  ravaged  the  coaftofAndalu- 
fia  '** ; nor  had  they  forgotten  the  relief  of  Carthage 
by  the  Gothic  fuccours.  In  that  age,  as  well  as  in 
the  prefent,  the  kings  of  Spain  were  poflefled  of 
the  fortrefs  of  Ceuta ; one  of  the  columns  of  Her- 
cules, which  is  divided  by  a narrow  {freight  from 
the  oppofite  pillar  or  point  of  Europe.  A fmall 
portion  of  Mauritania  was  ftill  wanting  to  the 
African  conqueft ; but  Mufa,  in  the  pride  of  vic- 
tory, was  repulfed  from  the  walls  of  Ceuta,  by  the 
vigilance  and  courage  of  count  Julian,  the  general 
of  the  Goths.  From  his  difappointment  and  per- 

in  the  Vatican,  appears  to  have  loft  more  of  his  Arabic,  than  he 
could  acquire  of  Greek  or  Roman,  learning.  Many  of  his  grofs 
iniftakes  might  be  detected  in  the  firlt  period  of  the  Mahometan 
hiftory. 

,64  In  a conference  with  a prince  of  the  Greeks,  Amrou  obferved 
that  their  religion  was  different ; upon  which  fcore  it  was  lawful 
for  brothers  to  quarrel.  Ockley’s  Hiftory  of  the  Saracens,  vol.  i. 
p.  3*8. 

Abulfeda,  Annal.  Moflcm.  p.  78.  verf.  Reifke. 

166  The  name  of  Andalufia  is  applied  by  the  Arabs  not  on'y  to 
the  modern  province,  but  to  the  whole  peninfula  of  Spain  (Geo- 
graph. Nub.  p.  1 ji.  d’Herbelot,  Bibliot.  Orient,  p.  114,  115.).  The 
etymology  has  been  molt  improbably  deduced  from  Vandalufia, 
country  of  the  Vandals  (d’Anville  Etats  de  l’Europe,  p.  146,  147, 
&c.).  But  the  Handalufia  of  Cafiri,  which  fignifies  in  Arabic,  the 
region  of  the  evening,  of  the  Weft,  in  a word,  the  Hcfperia  of  the 
Greeks,  is  perfeilly  appolite  (Bibliot.  Arabico-Hil'pana,  tom.  ii.  p. 
3*7»  &c.). 
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plexity,  Mufa  was  relieved  by  an  unexpected  mef- 
fage  of  the  Chriftian  chief,  who  offered  his  place, 
his  perfon,  and  his  fword,  to  the  fucceffors  of 
Mahomet,  and  folicited  the  difgraceful  honour  of 
introducing  their  arms  into  the  heart  of  Spain*67. 
If  we  enquire  into  the  caufe  of  his  treachery,  .the 
Spaniards  will  repeat  the  popular  ftory  of  his 
daughter  Cava 168  j of  a virgin  who  was  feduced,  or 
ravifhed,  by  her  fovereign  j of  a father  who  facri- 
ficed  his  religion  and  country  to  the  thirft  of  re- 
venge. The  paffions  of  princes  have  often  been 
licentious  and  deftrutftive ; but  this  well-known 
tale,  romantic  in  itfelf,  is  indifferently  fupported 
by  external  evidence ; and  the  hiftory  of  Spain 
will  fuggeft  fome  motives  of  intereft  and  polity 
more  congenial  to  the  breaft  of  a veteran  ftatef- 
man ,69.  After  the  deceafe  or  depofition  of  Wi- 

tiza, 

,f,7  The  fall  and  refurreflion  of  the  Gothic  monarchy  are  related 
by  Mariana  (tom.  i.  p.  138—160.  1.  vi.  c.  19—16.  1.  vii.  c.  1,  *.). 
That  hiltorian  has  infufed  into  his  noble  work  (Hiftoriae  de  Rebus 
Ilifpaniae,  libri  xxx.  Hagae  Comitum  1733,  in  four  volumes  in 
folio,  with  the  Continuation  of  Miniana),  the  ftyle  and  Cpi lit  of  a 
Roman  clailic  ; and  after  thexiit11  century,  his  knowledge  and  judg- 
ment may  be  fafely  trufled.  But  the  Jefuit  is  not  exempt  from  the 
prejudices  of  his  order  ; he  adopts  and  adorns,  like  his  rival  Bu- 
chanan, the  moll  ablurd  of  the  national  legends  ; he  is  too  carelefs 
of  criticifin  and  chronology,  and  fupplies,  fiora  a lively  fancy,  the 
chafms  of  hidorical  evidence.  Thele  chafms  are  large  and  frequent ; 
Roderic  archbilhop  of  Toledo,  the  father  of  the  Spanilh  hiftory, 
lived  live  hundred  years  after  the  conqueft  of  the  Arabs;  and  the 
more  early  accounts  are  comprifed  in  fome  meagre  lines  of  the  blind 
chronicles  of  Ilidore  of  Badajoz  (Pacenfis),  and  of  Alphonfo  III. 
king  of  Leon,  which  I have  feen  only  in  the  Annals  of  Pagi. 

,6S  Le  viol  (fays  Voltaire)  eft  aufti  difficile  a faire  qu'a  prouver. 
Des  Eveques  fe  feroient  ils  ligues  pour  une  fille  ? (Hilt.  Generale, 
c.  xxvi.)  His  argument  is  not  logically  condufive. 

l69  In  the  ftory  of  (Qaya,  Mariafta  (1.  vi.  c.  at.  p.  *41,  *4*.) 

feetns 
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tiza,  his  two  fons  were  fupplanted  by  the  ambition  c p* 

of  Roderic,  a noble  Goth,  whole  father,  the  duke  — -1 

or  governor  of  a province,  had  fallen  a victim  to 
the  preceding  tyranny.  The  monarchy  was  ftill  tbic  Mo- 
eledtive ; but  the  fons  of  Witiza,  educated  on  the  nai7y‘ 
Reps  of  the  throne,  were  impatient  of  a private 
Ration.  Their  refentment  was  the  more  danger- 
ous, as  it  was  varnifhed  with  the  diffimulation  of 
courts : their  followers  were  excited  by  the  remem- 
brance of  favours  and  the  promlfe  of  a revolution  ; 
and  their  uncle  Oppas,  archbilhop  of  Toledo  and 
Seville,  was  the  firft  perfon  in  the  church,  and 
the  fecond  in  the  Rate.  It  is  probable  that  Julian 
was  involved  in  the  difgrace'of  the  unfuccefsful 
faction,  that  he  had  little  to  hope  and  much  to 
fear  from  the  new  reign ; and  that  the  imprudent 
king  could  not  forget  or  forgive  the  injuries  which 
Roderic  and  his  family  had  fuftained.  The  merit 
and  influence  of  the  count  rendered  him  an  ufeful  or 
formidable  fubjeft:  his  eftates  were  ample,  his 
followers  bold  and  numerous,  and  it  was  too  fatally 
Ihewn  that,  by  his  Andalufian  and  Mauritanian 
commands,  he  held  in  his  hand  the  keys  of  the 
Spanifh  monarchy.  Too  feeble,  however,  to 
meet  his  fovereign  in  arms,  he  fought  the  aid  of  a 
foreign  power ; and  his  rafh  invitation  of  the 
Moors  and  Arabs  produced  the  calamities  of  eight 
hundred  years.  In  his  epiftles,  or  in  a perfonal 

interview,  he  revealed  the  wealth  and  nakednefs 

, . * 

feems  to  vie  with  the  Lucretia  of  Livy.  Like  the  ancient?,' 
dom  quotes ; and  the  oldeft  tcftimoby  of  Baroniut  (Annali  Ecclef.  1 , 

A.  D.  713,  N°  19.),  that  of Tucas tldenli*,  a Galician  deacon  of  . 
tiie  xiiith  century,  only  fays,  Cava  quaro  pro  concubina  utebatur. 
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C uA  P*  ^'s  councry » l^e  weaknefs  of  an  unpopular 

1 prince ; the  degeneracy  of  an  effeminate  people. 

The  Goths  were  no  longer  the  victorious  Bar- 
barians, who  had  humbled  the  pride  of  Rome, 
defpoiled  the  queen  of  nations,  and  penetrated 
from  the  Danube  to  the  Atlantic  ocean.  Secluded 
from  thd  world  by  the  Pyrensean  mountains, 
the  fucceflors  of  Alaric  had  {lumbered  in  a long 
peace  : the  walls  of  the  cities  were  mouldered  into 
daft : the  youth  Tiad  abandoned  the  exCrcife  of 
arms ; and  the  prelumption  of  their  ancient  re- 
nown would  expole  them  in  a field  of  battle  to  the 
firft  aifault  of  the  invaders.  The  ambitious  Sa- 
racen was  fired  by  the  eafe  and  importance  of  the 
attempt  j but  the  execution  was  delayed  till  he  had 
confulted  the  commander  of  the  faithful  and  his 
meffenger  returned  with  the  permifiion  of  Walid 
to  annex  the  unknown  kingdoms  of  the  Weft  to 
the  religion  and  throne  of  the  caliphs.  In  his  refi- 
dence  of  Tangier,  Mufa,  with  fecrecy  and  cau- 
tion, continued  his  correfpondence  and  haftened 
his  preparations.  But  the  remorfe  of  the  confpi- 
rators  was  foothed  by  the  fallacious  afiurance  that 
he  fhould  content  himfelf  with  the  glory  and  fpoil, 
without  afpiring  to  eftablilh  the  Modems  beyond 
the  fea  that  feparates  Africa  from  Europe  ,7°. 

, Before 

*7°  The  Orientals,  Elmacin,  Abnlpharagius,  Abulfeda,  paTs 
over  th.e  conqueft  of  Spain  in  hlence,  or  with  a Angle  word. 
Tlfc  text  of  Novairi,  and  the  other  Arabian  writers,  is  repre- 
lented,  though  with  fome  foreign  alloy,  by  M.  de  Cardonne  (Hift. 
dc  l’Afrique  et  de  l’Efpagne  fous  la  Domination  des  Arabes,  Paris 
1765,  3 vol.  in  12™°,  tom.  i.  p.  55 — 114  ),  and  more  concifely  by 
M.  de  Guignes  (Hift.  des  Huns,  tom.  i.  p.  347—350.).  The 
librarian  of  the  Efeutial  has  not  fatisfied  my  hopes  t yet  he  appears 

t,  ■ M 
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Before  Mufa  would  truft  an  army  of  the  faith-  c p* 

ful  to  the  traitors  and  infidels  of  a foreign  land,  he  i , — j 

made  a lefs  dangerous  trial  of  their  ftrength  and 
veracity.  One  hundred  Arabs,  and  four  hundred  the  Arabs, 
Africans,  paffed  over,  in  four  vefiels,  from  Tan-  ^,'iy.'710* 
gier  or  Ceuta ; the  place  of  their  defcent  on  the 
oppofite  fhore  of  the  ftreight,  is  marked  by  the 
name  of  Tarif  their  chief;  and  the  date  of  this 
memorable  event  ,7‘  is  fixed  to  the  month  of  Ra- 
madan, of  the  ninety-firft  year  of  the  Hegira,  to 
the  month  of  July,  fevcn  hundred  and  forty- eight 
years  from  the  Spanifh  a;ra  of  Caefar  ‘,l,  feven 
hundred  and  ten  after  the  birth  of  Chrift.  From 
their  firft  ftation,  they  marched  eighteen  miles 


to  have  fearched  with  diligence  his  broken  materials ; and  the  hif- 
tory  of  the  conqueft  is  illuftratcd  by  fume  valuable  fragments  of  the 
genuine  Razis  (who  wrote  at  Corduba,  A.  H.  300),  of  Ben  Hazil, 

&c.  See  Bibliot.  Arabico-Hifpana,  tom.  ii.  p.  32-  i°5,  106.  1S2. 
*51.  319 — 331.  On  this  occaiion,  the  induftry  of  Pagi  has  been 
aided  by  the  Arabic  lemming  of  his  friend  the  Abbe  de  Longuerue, 
and  to  their  joint  labours  I am  deeply  indebted. 

»7«  A miftake  of  Roderic  of  Toledo,  in  comparing  the  lunar  years 
of  the  Hegira  with  the  Julian  years  of  the  Asra,  has  determined 
Baronius,  Mariana,  and  the  crowd  of  Spanilh  hiftorians,  to  place 
the  firft  invafion  in  the  year  713,  and  the  battle  of  Xeres  in  Novem- 
ber 7x4.  This  anachronifm  of  three  years  has  been  detefted  by  the 
more  correft  induftry  of  modern  chronologifts,  above  all,  of  Pagi 
(Critica,  tom.  iii.  p.  169.  171  — 174  ),  who  have  reftored  the  ge- 
nuine date  of  the  revolution.  At  the  prefent  time,  an  Arabian  fcho- 
lar,  like  Cardonne,  who  adopts  the  ancient  error  (tom.  i.  p.  75-), 
is  inexcufably  ignorant  or  carelefs, 

*7*  The  ./Era  of  Csefar,  which  in  Spain  was  in  legal  ar.d  popular 
life  till  the  xivth  century,  begins  thirty-eight  years  before  the  birth 
of  Chrift.  I would  refer  the  origin  to  the  general  peace  by  fea  and  • 
land,  which  confirmed  the  power  and  fartition  of  the  triumvirs  (Dion. 
Caflius,  1.  xlviii.  p.  547.  553.  Appian  de  Bell.  Civil.  1.  v.  p. 
1034.  edit.  fol.).  Spain  was  a province  of  Caefar  Oftavian;  and 
Tarragona,  which  raifed  the  firli  temple  to  Auguftus  (Tacit.  Annal. 
i.  78.),  might  borrow  from  the  Orientals  this  mode  of  flattery. 
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c **  ap.  through  an  hilly  country  to  the  caftle  and  town  of* 
v— — Julian173;  on  which  (it  is  Hill  called  Algezire) 
they  bellowed  the  name  of  the  Green  ifland,  from 
a verdant  cape  that  advances  into  the  fea.  Their 
holpitable  entertainment,  the  Chrillians  who  joined 
their  llandard,  their  inroad  into  a fertile  and  un- 
guarded province,  the  richnefs  of  their  fpoil,  and 
the  fafety  of  their  return,  announced  to  their 
brethren  the  moll  favourable  omens  of  victory. 
In  the  enfuing  fpring,  five  thoufand  veterans  and 
volunteers  were  embarked  under  the  command  of 
Tarik,  a dauntlefs  and  lkilful  foldier,  who  fur- 
paired  the  expectation  of  his  chief ; and  the  necef- 
fary  tranfports  were  provided  by  the  indultry  of 
Their  fe-  the]r  too  faithful  ally.  The  Saracens  landed'74 
fccnr,  at  the  pillar  or  point  of  Europe ; the  corrupt  and 
^pni.711’  familiar  appellation  of  Gibraltar  ( Gebel  al  Tarik) 
defcribes  the  mountain  of  Tarik;  and  the  intrench- 
ments  of  his  camp  were  the  firft  outline  of  thofe 
fortifications,  which,  in  the  hands  of  our  coun- 
trymen, have  refilled  the  art  and  power  of  the 
houfe  of  Bourbon.  The  adjacent  governors  in- 
formed the  court  of  Toledo  of  the  defcent  and 
progrefs  of  the  Arabs  ; and  the  defeat  of  his  lieu- 
tenant Edeco,  who  had  been  commanded  to  feize 
and  bind  the  prefumptuous  llrangers,  admonilhcd 


•7J  The  road,  the  country,  the  old  cattle  of  count  Julian,  and 
the  fuperllitious  belief  of  the  Spaniards  of  hidden  treafures,  &c.  are 
defcribtd  by  Pere  Labat  (Voyages  en  Efpagne  et  en  Italie,  tom.  i. 
• p.  107 — 2,7-)  with  his  ufual  pleafantry. 

„ ‘7*  The  Nubian  geographer  (p.  154..)  explains  the  topography  of 
the  war;  but  it  is  highly  incredible  that  the  lieutenant  of  Mufa 
thou  Id  execute  the  delpecate  and  ufclefs  meafure  of  burning  his 
Slips. 

Roderic 
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Roderic  of  the  magnitude  of  the  danger.  At  the  c ^ p- 
royal  fummons,  the  dukes  and  counts,  the  bifhops  --  ,« 
and  nobles  of  the  Gothic  monarchy,  afiembled  at 
the  head  of  their  followers  and  the  title  of  king 
of  the  Romans,  which  is  employed  by  an  Arabic 
hiftorian,  may  be  excufed  by  the  clofe  affinity  of 
language,  religion,  and  manners,  between  the  na- 
tions of  Spain.  His  army  confided  of  ninety  or 
an  hundred  thoufand  men ; a formidable  power, 
if  their  fidelity  and  difcipline  had  been'  adequate 
to  their  numbers.  The  troops  of  Tarik  had  been 
augmented  to  twelve  thoufand  Saracens ; but  the 
Chridian  malecontents  were  attratted  by  the  in- 
fluence of  Julian,  and  a crowd  of  Africans  mod 
greedily  taded  the  temporal  bleffings  of  the  Koran. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  Cadiz,  the  town  of 
Xeres  175  has  been  illudrated  by  the  encounter  and  vie- 
which  determined  the  fate  of  the  kingdom  ; the 
dream  of  the  Guadalete,  which  falls  into  the  bay, 
divided  the  two  camps,  and  marked  the  advanc- 
ing and  retreating  fkirmifhes  of  three  fucceflive 
and  bloody  days.  On  the  fourth  day,  the  two 
armies  joined  a more  ferious  and  decifive  iflue ; 
but  Alaric  would  have  bluflied  at  the  fight  of  his 
unworthy  fucceflor,  fudaining  on  his  head  a dia- 
dem of  pearls,  incumbered  with  a flowing  robe 
of  gold  and  filken  embroidery,  and  reclining  on  a 
litter,  or  car  of  ivory  drawn  by  two  white  mules. 
Notwithdanding  the  valour  of  the  Saracens,  they 


>75  Xeres  (the  Roman  colony  of  Ada  Regia)  is  only  two  leagues 
from  Cadiz.  In  the  xvitb  century  it  was  a granary  of  corn  ; and 
the  wine  of  Xeres  is  familiar  to  the  nations  of  Europe  (Lud.  Nonii 
Hifpania,  c.  13.  p.54  — 56.  a work  of  correct  and  concife  know- 
ledge j d’Anville,  Etats  de  l’Europe,  Sic.  p.  154.). 
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CIli^P’  fa'nted  under  the  weight  of  multitudes,  and  the 

v L.,j  plain  of  Xeres  was  overfpread  with  fixteen  thou- 

fand  of  their  dead  bodies.  “ My  brethren,”  faid 
Tarik  to  his  furviving  companions,  “ the  enemy 
*c  is  before  you,  the  fea  is  behind ; whither  would 
<c  ye  fly  ? Follow  your  general : I am  refolved 
“ either  to  lofe  my  life,  or  to  trample  on  the 
**  proftrate  king  of  the  Romans.”  Befides  the 
refource  of  defpair,  he  confided  in  the  fecret  cor- 
refpondence  and  nofturnal  interviews  of  count 
Julian,  with  the  fons  and  the  brother  of  Witiza. 
The  two  princes  and  the  archbifhop  of  Toledo, 
occupied  the  moll:  important  poll : their  well- 
timed  defe&ion  broke  the  ranks  of  the  Chriftians; 
each  warrior  was  prompted  by  fear  or  fufpicion  to 
confult  his  perfonal  fafety  ; and  the  remains  of  the 
Gothic  army  were  fcattercd  or  deftroyed  in  the 
flight  and  purfuit  of  the  three  following  days. 
Amidft  the  general  diforder,  Roderic  ftarted  from  his 
car,  and  mounted  Orelia,  the  fleeteft  of  his  horfes ; 
but  he  efcaped  from  a foldier’s  death  to  perilh 
more  ignobly  in  the  waters  of  the  Boetis  or  Gua- 
dalquivir. His  diadem,  his  robes,- and  his  courfer, 
were  found  on  the  bank  ; but  as  the  body  of  the 
Gothic  prince  was  loft  in  the  waves,  the  pride  and 
ignorance  of  the  caliph  muft  have  been  gratified 
with  fome  meaner  head,  which  was  expofed  in 
triumph  before  the  palace  of  Damafcus.  “ And 
,c  luch,”  continues  a valiant  hiftorian  of  the  Arabs, 
“ is  the  fate  of  thofe  kings  who  withdraw  them- 
**  felves  from  a field  of  battle ,76.” 

Count 

»7*  Id  fane  infortunii  regibus  pedem  ex  acie  referentibus  faepe 
contingit.  Ben  Hazil  uf  Grenada,  ip  Bibliot.  Arabico-Hifpana, 

tom. 
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Count  Julian  had  plunged  fo  deep  into  guilt  and  chap. 
infamy,  that  his  only  hope  was  in  the  ruin  of  his 
country.  After  the  battle  of  Xeres  he  recom-  t^i^j°fhic 
mended  the  moft  effectual  meafures  to  the  vidori-  monarchy, 
ous  Saracen.  “ The  king  of  the  Goths  is  flain;  A■I>'7,,’ 
«*  their  princes  are  fled  before  you,  the  army  is 
« routed,  the  nation  is  aftonilhed.  Secure  with 
« fuflicient  detachments  the  cities  of  Bcetica ; but 
« in  perfon,  and  without  delay,  march  to  the 
« royal  city  of  Toledo,  and  allow  not  the  dif- 
« traded  Chriftians  either  time  or  tranquillity  for 
« the  eledion  of  a new  monarch.”  Tarick  liften- 
ed-to  his  advice.  A Roman  captive  and  profe- 
lyte,  who  had  been  enfranchifed  by  the  caliph 
himfelf,  aflaulted  Cordova  with  feven  hundred 
horfe : he  fwam  the  river,  furprifed  the  town,  and 
drove  the  Chriftians  into  the  great  church,  where 
they  defended  themfelves  above  three  months. 

Another  detachment  reduced  the  fea-coaft  of  Bce- 
tica, which  in  the  laft  period  of  the  Mooriftx 
power  has  comprifed  in  a narrow  fpace  the  popu- 
lous kingdom  of  Grenada.  The  march  of  Tarik 
from  the  Bcetis  to  the  Tagus177,  was  direded 


tom.  ii.  p.  327.  Some  credulous  Spaniards  believe  that  king  Ro- 
deric,  or  Rodrigo,  efcapcd  to  an  hermit’s  cell ; and  others,  that 
he  was  cad  alive  into  a tub  full  of  ferpents,  from  whence  he  ex- 
claimed, with  a lamentable  voice,  “ they  devour  the  part  with  which 
41  1 have  fo  grievoufly  finned."  (Don  Quixotte,  part  ii.  1.  iii.  c.  1.). 

*77  The  direfl  road  from  Cordoba  to  Toledo  was  meafured  by 
Mr.  Swinburne’s  mules  in  72^  hours ; but  a larger  computation 
mutt  be  adopted  for  the  flow  and  devious  marches  of  an  army.  The 
Arabs  traverfed  the  prov  ince  of  La  Mancha,  which  the  pen  of  Cer- 
vantes has  transformed  into  daffle  ground  to  rite  reader  of  every 
nation, 
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CHAP,  through  the  Sierra  Morena,  that  feparates  Anda- 

» / lufia  and  Caftille,  till  he  appeared  in  arms  under 

the  walls  of  Toledo  ,7*.  The  moft  zealous  of  the 
Catholics  had  efcaped  with  the  relics  of  their 
faints ; and  if  the  gates  were  fliut,  it  was  only  till 
the  vitftor  had  fubfcribed  a fair  and  reafonable  capi- 
tulation. The  voluntary  exiles  were  allowed  to  de- 
part with  their  effects  ; feven  churches  were  appro-  . 
priated  to  the  Chriftian  worfhip;  the  archbilhop 
and  his  clergy  were  at  liberty  to  exercife  their 
functions,  the  monks  to  practife  or  negletft  their 
penance  ; and  the  Goths  and  Romans  were  left: 
in  all  civil  and  criminal  cafes  to  the  fubordinate 
jurifdi&ion  of  their  own  laws  and  magiftrates.  But 
if  the  juftice  of  Tarik  prote&ed  the  Chriftians, 
his  gratitude  and  policy  rewarded  the  Jews,  to 
whofe  fecret  or  open  aid  he  was  indebted  for  his 
moft:  important  acquifttions.  Perfecuted  by  the 
kings  and  fynods  of  Spain,  who  had  often  prefled 
the  alternative  of  banifhment  or  baptifm,  that 
outcaft  nation  embraced  the  moment  of  revenge : 
the  comparifon  of  their  pad  and  prefent  ftate  was 
the  pledge  of  their  fidelity ; and  the  alliance  be- 
tween the  difciples  of  Mofes  and  of  Mahomet, 
was  maintained  till  the  final  sera  of  their  common 
expulfion.  From  the  royal  feat  of  Toledo,  the 
Arabian  leader  fpread  his  conquefts  to  the  north, 
over  the  modern  realms  of  Caftille  and  Leon  ; bur 

jt  is  needlefs  to  enumerate  the  cities  that  yielded 

- .•  » <4*  « 

•7s  The  antiquities  of  Toledo,  Vrlt  Parva  in  the  Punic  wars, 
Urli  Regia  in  the  vilh  century,  are  "briefly  deferibed  by  Nonius  (Hif- 
pania,  c.  $9.  p.  i8t— 186  ).  He  borrow*  from  Roderic  the  fatale 
palathm  of  Mooriftt  portraits ) but  modeftly  inflnuates,  that  it  wa* 
no  more  than  a Roman  amphitheatre. 

- ’ * on 
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on  his  approach,  or  again  to  defcribe  the  table  of  c ^fA  p* 
emerald  *79,  tranfported  from  the  Eaft  by  the  Ro-  -t-  * 
mans,  acquired  by  the  Goths  among  the  fpoils  of 
Rome,  and  prefented  by  the  Arabs  to  the  throne 
of  Damafcus.  Beyond  the  Afturian  mountains, 
the  maritime  town  of  Gijon  was  the  term  180  of  the 
lieutenant'of  Mufa,  who  had  performed,  with  the 
fpeed  of  a traveller,  his  victorious  march,  of  feven 
hundred  miles,  from  the  rock  of  Gibraltar  to  the 
bay  of  Bilcay.  The  failure  of  land  compelled 
him  to  retreat;  and  he  was  recalled  to  Toledo, 
to  excufe  his  prefumption  of  fubduing  a kingdom  in 
the  abfence  of  his  general.  Spain,  which  in  a more 
favage  and  diforderly  Hate,  had  refilled,  two  hun- 
dred years,  the  arms  of  the  Romans,  was  over- 
run in  a few  months  by  thofe  of  the  Saracens ; 
and  fuch  was  the  eagernefs  of  fubmilfion  and  treaty, 
that  the  governor  of  Cordova  is  recorded  as  the 
only  chief  who  fell,  without  conditions,' a pri- 
foner  into  their  hands.  The  caufe  of  the  Goths 
had  been  irrevocably  judged  in  the  field  of  Xeres ; 
and,  in  the  national  difmay,  each  part  of  the  mo- 

'79  In  the  Hiftoria  Arabum  (c.  9.  p.  17.  ad  ealeem  Elinaciu), 

Roderic  of  Toledo  deferibes  the  emerald  tables,  and  inlerts  the 
name  of  Medinat  Almeyda  in  Arabic  words  and  letters.  He  ap- 
peals to  be  converfant  with  the  Mahometan  writers ; but  I cannot 
agree  with  M.  de  Guignes  (Hid.  des  Huns,  tom.  i.  p.  350.),  that 
he  had  read  and  tranferibed  Ncvairi ; becaufe  he  was  dead  an  hun- 
dred years  before  Novairi  compofed  his  hiftory.  This  miiiake  i* 
fpunded  on  a ftill  groflfer  error.  M.  de  Guignes  confounds  the  hif- 
torian  Roderic  Ximenes  archbifliop  of  Toledo  in  the  xiiith  century, 
with  cardinal  Ximenes  who  governed  .Spain  in  the  beginning  of  the 
xvi<h,  and  was  the  fubjeft,  not  the  author,  of  hifturical  compo- 
sitions. 

,3°  Tarik  might  have  inferibed  on  the  laft  rock,  the  boaft  of 
Regnard  and  bis  companions  in  their  Lapland  journey,  “ Hie  tandem 
f*  itetimus,  nobis  uhi  defuit  orbis,’' 

• narchy 
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CHAP,  narchy  declined  a conteft  with  the  antagonift  who 
■l  - _ ...  had  vanquilhed  the  united  ftrength  of  the  whole*1'. 
That  ftrength  had  been  wafted  by  two  fucceflive 
feafons  of  famine  and-  peftilence  j and  the  govern- 
ors, who  were  impatient  to  furrender,  might 
exaggerate  the  difficulty  of  colledting  the  provifions 
of  a fiege.  To  difarm  the  Chriftians,  fuperftition 
likewife  contributed  her  terrors : and  the  fubtle 
Arab  encouraged  the  report  of  dreams,  omens, 
and  prophecies,  and  of  the  portraits  of  the  def- 
tined  conquerors  of  Spain,  that  were  difcovered 
on  breaking  open  an  apartment  of  the  royal  pa- 
lace. Yet  a fpark  of  the  vital  flame  was  ftili 
alive  : fome  invincible  fugitives  preferred  a life  of 
poverty  and  freedom  in  the  Afturian  vallies  ; the 
hardy  mountaineers  repulfed  the  flaves  of  the  ca- 
liph j and  the  fword  of  Pelagius  has  been  tranf- 
formed  into  the  fceptre  of  the  catholic  kings  “\ 
Conqucft  On  the  intelligence  of  this  rapid  fuccefs,  theap- 
by  Mufa,  plaufe  of  Mufa  degenerated  into  envy ; and  he 
A.D.  began,  not  to  complain,  but  to  fear,  that  Tarik 
71Z>  71 3’  would  leave  him  nothing  to  fubdue.  At  the  head 
of  ten  thoufand  Arabs  and  eight  thoufand  Africans, 
he  pafied  over  in  perfon  from  Mauritania  to  Spain : 
the  firft  of  his  companions  were  the  nobleft  of  the 

1S1  Such  was  the  argument  of  the  traitor  Oppas,  and  every  chief 
to  whom  it  was  addreffed  did  not  anfwer  with  the  fpirit  of  Pelagius  s 
Omnis  Hifpanin  dudum  tub  uno  regimine  Gothorum,  omnis  exer- 
citus  Hifpanix  in  uno  congregatus  lfmaelitarum  non  valuit  fuftinere 
impetum.  Chron.  Alphonli  Regis,  apud  Pagi,  tom.  iii.  p.  177. 

i8z  The  revival  of  the  Gothic  kingdom  in  the  Alturias  is  dif- 
tinftly  though  concilely  noticed  by  d'Anville  (Etats  de  l’Europe, 
p.  159.). 
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Koreilh  j his  eldeft  fon  was  left  in  the  command  of 
Africa ; the  three  younger  brethren  were  of  an  age 
and  fpirit  to  fecond  the  boldeft  enterprifes  of  their 
father.  At  his  landing  in  Algezire,  he  was  re- 
fpedlfully  entertained  by  count  Julian,  who  ftifled 
his  inward  remorfe,  and  teftified,  both  in  words 
and  adtions,  that  the  vidbory  of  the  Arabs  had  not 
impaired  his  attachment  to  their  caufe.  Some 
enemies  yet  remained  for  the  fword  ofMufa.  The 
tardy  repentance  of  the  Goths  had  compared  their 
own  numbers  and  thofe  of  the  invaders;  the  cities 
from  which  the  march  of  Tarik  had  declined,  con- 
fidered  themfelves  as  impregnable  ; and  the  braveft 
patriots  defended  the  fortifications  of  Seville  and 
Merida.  They  were  fuccefiively  befieged  and  re- 
duced by  the  labour  of  Mufa,  who  tranfported  his 
camp  from  the  Bcetis  to  the  Anas,  from  the  Gua- 
dalquivir to  the  Guadiana.  When  he  beheld  the 
works  of  Roman  magnificence,  the  bridge,  the 
aquedudts,  the  triumphal  arches,  and  the  theatre, 
of  the  ancient  metropolis  of  Lufitania,  **  I fhould 
“ imagine,”  faid  he  to  his  four  companions, 
“ that  the  human  race  muft  have  united  their  art 
“ and  power  in  the  foundation  of  this  city  ; happy  is 
“ the  man  who  fhall  become  its  matter  1”  He 
afpired  to  that  happinefs,  but  the  Emeritans  fuf- 
tained  on  this  occafion  the  honour  of  their  defcent 
from  the  veteran  legionaries  of  Auguftus  Dif- 

daining 

'**  The  honourable  relics  of  the  Cantabrian  war  (Dion  Cailius, 
I.  liii.  p.  710.)  were  planted  in  this  metropolis  of  Lulitauia,  per- 
haps  of  Spain  (fubmittit  cui  tota  fuos  Hil'pania  fafces).  Nonius 
(Hifpania,  c.  31.  p.  106  — no.)  enumerates  the  ancient  ftrufturei, 

but 
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c H A p.  Gaining  the  confinement  of  their  walls,  they  gave 
v,— v— ,j  battle  to  the  Arabs  on  the  plain  ; but  an  ambuf- 
cade  rifing  from  the  fhelter  of  a quarry,  or  a ruin, 
chaftifed  their  indifcretion  and  intercepted  their 
return.  The  wooden  turrets  of  affault  were  rolled 
forwards  to  the  foot  of  the  rampart  j but  the  defence 
of  Merida  was  obftinate  and  long ; and  the  caftle  of 
the  martyrs  was  a perpetual  teftimony  of  the  Ioffes  of 
the  Moderns.  The  conftancy  of  the  befieged  was 
at  length  fubdued  by  famine  and.  defpair  ; and  the 
prudent  viflor  difguifed  his  impatience  under  the 
names  of  clemency  and  efteem.  The  alternative 
of  exile  or  tribute  was  allowed  ; the  churches  were 
divided  between  the  two  religions ; and  the  wealth 
of  thofe  who  had  fallen  in  the  fiege,  or  retired  to 
Gallicia,  was  confifcated  as  the  reward  of  the  faith- 
ful. In  the  midway  between  Merida  and  Toledo, 
the  lieutenant  of  Mufa  faluted  the  vicegerent  of  the 
caliph,  and  conduced  him  to  the  palace  of  the 
Gothic  kings.  Their  firft  interview  was  cold  and 
formal : a rigid  account  was  exacted  of  the  trea- 
fures  of  Spain  : the  charafter  of  Tarik  was  expofed 
to  fufpicion  and  obloquy ; and  the  hero  was  im- 
, prifoned,  reviled,  and  ignominioufly  fcourged  by 
the  hand,  or  the  command,  of  Mufa.  Yet  fo 
ftridt  was  the  difcipline,  fo  pure  the  zeal,  or  fo 
tame  the  fpirit,  of  the  primitive  Moderns,  that, 
after  this  public  indignity,  Tarik  could  ferve  and 
be  trufted  in  the  redu&ion  of  the  Tarragonefe  pro_ 
vince.  A mofch  was  erefted  at  Saragoffa,  by  the 

but  concludes  with  a (igh  : Urhs  h<ec  dim  nobiliflima  ad  magnam 
mcolarum  iiifrequemiam  dclapfa  eft  *t  prster  prifcae  claritatis  ruinat 
nihil  oltendit, 

liberality 
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liberality  of  the  Koreifh  : the  port  of  Barcelona  was  c **  P- 
opened  to  the  veffels  of  Syria ; and  the  Goths  were  t. — 
purfued  beyond  the  Pyrenean  mountains  into  their 
Gallic  province  of  Septimania  or  Languedoc  |S\ 

In  the  church  of  St.  Mary  at  Carcaflone,  Mufa 
found,  but  it  is  improbable  that  he  left,  feven 
equeftrian  ftacuesof  mafiy  filver;  and  from  his  term 
or  column  of  Narbonne,  he  returned  on  his  foot' 
fteps  to  the  Gallician  and  Lufitanian  fhores  of  the 
ocean.  During  the  abfence  of  the  father,  his  fon 
Abdelaziz  chaftifed  the  infurgents  of  vSeville,  and 
reduced,  from  Malaga  to  Valentia,  the  fea-coaft 
of  the  Mediterranean : his  original  treaty  with  the 
difcreet  and  valiant  Theodemir  185  will  reprefent 
the  manners  and  policy  of  the  times.  “ The  con - 
<c  ditions  of  peace  agreed  and J worn  between  Abde- 
“ laziz,  the  Jon  of  Mufa,  the  fon  of  Naffir , and 
“ ’Theodemir , prince  of  the  Goths.  In  the  name  of 
“ the  mod  merciful  God,  Abdelaziz  makes  peace 
£<  on  thefe  conditions : that  Theodemir  fhall  not 


,8+  Both  the  interpreters  of  Novairi,  de  Guignes  (Hid.  des  Huns, 
tom.  i.  p.  3+9.)  and  Cardonne  (Hilt,  de  I’Afrique  et  de  l’Efpagne, 
tom.  i.  p.  93,  94.  104,  105.),  lead  Mufa  into  the  Narbonnefe 
Gaul.  But  1 find  no  mention  of  this  enterprife  either  in  Roderic  of 
Toledo,  or  the  MSS.  of  theEfcurial,  and  the invafion  of  the  Sara- 
cens is  poltponed  by  a French  chronicle  till  the  ix,h  year  after  the 
conqueft  of  Spain,  A.  D.  711  (Pagi,  Critica,  tom.  iii.  p.  177.  195. 
Hiltorians  of  France,  tom.  iii.).  I much  queftion  whether  Mufa 
ever  palled  the  Pyrenees. 

Four  hundred  years  after  Theodemir,  his  territories  of  Murcia 
and  Cartitagena  retain  in  the  Nubian  geographer  Edrifi  (p.  154.  161.) 
the  name  of  Tadmir  (d’Anville,  Etats  de  l’Europe,  p.  156.  Pagi, 
torn.  iii.  p.  174.).  In  the  prefent  decay  of  Spanifh  agriculture, 
Mr.  Swinburne  (Travels  into  Spain,  p.  119.)  furveyed  with  plea- 
furethe  delicious  valley  from  Murcia  to  Orihuela,  four  leagues  and  a 
half  of  the  fined:  corn,  pulfe,  lucern,  oranges,  &c. 

. Vol.  IX.  • I i " be 
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“ be  difturbed  in  his  principality  ; nor  any  injury 
<c  be  offered  to  the  life  or  property,  the  wives  and 
“ children,  the  religion  and  temples,  of  the  Chrift- 
“ ians : that  Theodemir  fhall  freely  deliver  his 
“ feven  cities,  Orihuela,  Valentola,  Alicant,  Mola, 
*«  Vacafora,  Bigerra  (now  Bejar),  Ora  (or 
“ Opta),  and  Lorca:  that  he  fhall  not  afiift  or 
“ entertain  the  enemies  of  the  caliph,  but  fhall 
«*  faithfully  communicate  his  knowledge  of  their 
“ hoftile  defigns : that  himfelf,  and  each  of  the 
“ Gothic  nobles,  fhall  annually  pay  one  piece  of 
“ gold,  four  meafures  of  wheat,  as  many  of  bar- 
“ ley,  with  a certain  proportion  of  honey,  oil,  and 
tc  vinegar  ; and  that  each  of  their  vaffals  fhall  be 
4t  taxed  at  one  moiety  of  the  faid  impofition.  Given 
**  the  fourth  of  Regeb.  in  the  year  of  the  Hegira 
<£  ninety-four,  and  fubfcribed  with  the  names  of 
**  four  Mufulman  witneffes ,8®.”  Theodemir  and 
his  fubjefts  were  treated  with  uncommon  lenity ; 
but  the  rate  of  tribute  appears  to  have  fluftuated 
from  a tenth  to  a fifth,  according  to  the  fubmiflion 
or  obftinacy  of  the  Chriftians'8*.  In  this  revolu- 

. don. 


xi'‘  See  ilie  treaty  in  Arabic  and  Latin,  in  the  Bibliotheca  Ara- 
bico  Hiljiana,  tom.  ii.  p.  105,  106.  It  is  ftgned  the  4th  of  the 
month  of  Regeb,  A.  II.  94,  the  5th  of  April  A.D.  713,  a date 
which  feems  to  prolong  the  reliltance  of  Theodemir  and  the  govern- 
ment of  Mufa. 

,87  From  the  h iftory  of  Sandoval,  p.  87.  Flenry  (Hift.  Ecclef. 
tom.  ix.  p.  1C1.)  has  given  thefubtlance  of  another  treaty  concluded 
A.  Ai.  C.  781,  A.  D.  734,  between  an  Arabian  chief,  and  the 
Goths  and  -Romans,  of  the  territory  of  Conimbra  in  Portugal.  The 
tax  of  (he  churches  is  fixed  at  twenty- five  pounds  of  gold  ; of  the 
numafkrics,  fifty  5 of  the  cathedrals,  one  hundred  s the  Chriftrane 
are  judged  by  their  count,  but  in  capital  cafes  be  mult  confult  the  al- 
caide. I he  church  dooi  s mull  be  Ihut,  and  they  mutt  reipect  the 

,,  name 
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tion,  many  partial  calamities  were  inflicted  by  the 
carnal  or  religious  paffions  of  the  enthufiafts : Ibme 
churches  were  profaned  by  the  new  worfhip  : fome 
relics  or  images  were  c nfounded  with  idols : the 
rebels  were  put  :o  the  Iword ; and  one  town  (an 
obfcure  place  between  Cordova  and  Seville)  was 
razed  to  its  foundations.  Yet  if  we  compare  the 
invafion  of  Spain  by  the  Goths,  or  its  recovery 
by  the  kings  of  Caftille  and  Arragon,  we  mull  ap- 
plaud the  moderation  and  difcipline  of  the  Arabian 
conquerors. 

The  exploits  of  Mufa  were  performed  in  the 
evening  of  life,  though  he  affedted  to  difguife  his 
age  by  colouring  with  a red  powder  the  whitenefs  of 
his  beard.  But  in  the  love  of  adtion  and  glory,  his 
bread:  was  (till  fired  with  the  ardour  of  youth  ; and 
thepofieflion  of  Spain  was  confidered  only  as  the  firft 
ftep  to  the  monarchy  of  Europe.  With  a power- 
ful armament  by  fea  and  land,  he  was  preparing 
to  repals  the  Pyrenees,  to  extinguilli  in  Gaul  and 
Italy  the  declining  kingdoms  of  the  Franks  and 
Lombards,  and  to  preach  the  unity  of  God  on  the 
altar  of  the  Vatican.  From  thence  fubduing  the 
Barbarians  of  Germany,  he  propofed  to  follow  the 
courfe  of  the  Danube  from  its  fource  to  the  Eux- 
ine  fea,  to  overthrow  the  Greek  or  Roman  em- 
pire of  Conftantinople,  and  returning  from  Europe 
to  Afia,  to  unite  his  new  acquifitions  with  Antioch 
and  the  provinces  of  Syria But  his  vaft  en- 

terprife, 

name  of  Mahomet.  I have  not  the  original  before  me;  it  would 
confirm  or  deftroy  a dark  fufpicion,  that  the  piece  has  been  forged  to 
introduce  the  immunity  of  a neighbouring  convent. 

,8*  This  defign,  which  is  attefted  by  fmeral  Arabian  hifiorians 
(Cardonne,  tom.  i.  p,  5 j,  96.),  may  be  compared  with  that  of 
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terprife,  perhaps  of  eafy  execution,  muft  havefeem- 
ed  extravagant  to  vulgar  minds  ; and  the  vifionary 
conqueror  was  foon  reminded  of  his  dependence 
and  fervitude.  The  friends  of  Tarik  had  effedtu- 
ally  dated  his  fervices  and  wrongs : at  the  court 
of  Damafcus,  the  proceedings  of  Mufa  were 
blamed,  his  intentions  were  fufpedled,  and  his  de- 
lay in  complying  with  the  firft  invitation  was  chaf- 
tifed  by  an  harfher  and  more  peremptory  fummons. 
An  intrepid  meflenger  of  the  caliph  entered  his 
camp  at  Lugo  in  Gallicia,  and  in  the  prefence  of 
the  Saracens  and  Chriftians  arrefted  the  bridle  of 
his  horfe.  His  own  loyalty,  or  that  of  his  troops, 
inculcated  the  duty  of  obedience  : and  his  difgrace 
was  alleviated  by  the  recall  of  his  rival,  and  the 
permiflion  of  inverting  with  his  two  governments 
his  two  fons,  Abdallah  and  Abdelaziz.  His  long 
triumph  from  Ceuta  to  Damafcus  difplayed  the 
1'poils  of  Afric  and  the  treafures  of  Spain  ; four 
hundred  Gothic  nobles,  with  gold  coronets  and 
girdles,  were  diftinguifhed  in  his  train  : and  the 
number  of  male  and  female  captives,  fele&ed  for 
their  birth  or  beauty,  was  Computed  at  eighteen, 
or  even  at  thirty,  thoufand  perfons.  As  foon  as 
he  reached  Tiberias  in*Paleftine,  he  was  apprifed 
of  the  ficknefs  and  danger  of  the  caliph,  by  a pri- 
vate meflage  from  Soliman,  his  brother  and  pre- 
fumptive  heir ; who  wilhed  to  referve  for  his  own 
reign,  the  fpeCtacle  of  victory.  Had  Walid  re- 
covered, the  delay  of  Mufa  would  have  been  cri- 

Mirhiklates,  to  march  from  the  Crimoea  to  Rome ; or  with  that  of 
Catlar,  to  conquer  the  Eaft,  and  return  home  by  the  North  : and  all 
three  ;ut  perhaps  fui  palfed  by  the  real  and  fucccfsful  entcrprife  of 
Hannibal. 
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minal : he  purfued  his  march,  and  found  an  ene-  c ^ A p* 
my  on  the  throne.  In  his  trial  before  a partial  . ^ . 

judge,  againft  a popular  antagonift,  he  was  con- 
vifted  of  vanity  and  falfehood ; and  a fine  of  two 
hundred  thoufand  pieces  of  gold  either  exhaufted 
his  poverty  or  proved  his  rapacioufnefs.  Theun- 
worthy  treatment  of  Tarik  was  revenged  by  a fi- 
milar  indignity  ; and  the  veteran  commander,  after 
a public  whipping,  Hood  a whole  day  in  the  fun 
before  the  palace  gate,  till  he  obtained  a decent 
exile,  under  the  pious  name  of  a pilgrimage  to 
Mecca.  The  refentment  of  the  caliph  might  have 
been  fatiated  with  the  ruin  of  Mufa;  but  his  fears 
demanded  the  extirpation  of  a potent  and  injured 
family.  A fentence  of  death  was  intimated  with 
fecrecy  and  fpeed  to  the  trufty  fervants  of  the 
throne  both  in  Africa  and  Spain  ; and  the  forms,  if 
not  the  fubftance,  of  juftice  were  fuperfeded  in 
this  bloody  execution.  In  the  mofch  or  palace  of 
Cordova,  Abdelaziz  was  flain  by  the  fwords  of  the 
confpirators  ; they  accufed  their  governor  of  claim- 
ing the  honours  of  royalty ; and  his  fcandalous 
marriage  with  Egilona,  the  widow  of  Roderic, 
offended  the  prejudices  both  of  the  Chriftians  and 
Modems.  By  a refinement  of  cruelty,  the  head  of 
the  fon  was  prefented  to  the  father  with  an  infult- 
ing  queftion,  whether  he  acknowledged  the  features 
of  the  rebel  ? “ I know  his  features,”  he  exclaim- 
ed with  indignation:  “I  affert  his  innocence ; and 
“ I imprecate  the  fame,  a jufter,  fate,  againft  the 
fC  authors  of  his  death.”  The  age  and  delpair  of 
Mufa  raifed  him  above  the  power  of  kings  ; and 
1 i 3 he 
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C liA  P"  exP*red  at  Mecca  of  the  anguifh  of  a broken 
* — *»  heart.  His  rival  was  more  favourably  treated  : his 
ftrvices  were  forgiven ; and  Tarilc  was  permitted 
to  mingle  with  the  crowd  of  (laves  ”9.  I am  igno- 
rant whether  count  Julian  was  rewarded  with  the 
death  which  he  deferved  indeed,  though  not  from 
the  hands  of  the  Saracens ; but  the  tale  of  their 
ingratitude  to  the  fons  ofWitiza  is  difproved  by 
the  mod  unqueftionable  evidence.  The  two  royal 
youths  were  reinftated  in  the  private  patrimony  of 
their  father ; but  on  the  deceafe  of  Eba  the  elder, 
his  daughter  was  unjuftly  defpoiled  of  her  portion 
. by  the  violence  of  her  uncle  Sigebut.  The  Gothic 
maid  pleaded  her  caufe  before  the  caliph  Hafhem, 
and  obtained  the  refticution  of  her  inheritance  ; but 
flie  was  given  in  marriage  to  a noble  Arabian,  and 
their  two  fons,  Ifaac  and  Ibrahim,  were  received  in 
Spain  with  the  confideration  that  was  due  to  their 
origin  and  riches. 

Profperity  A province  is  affimilated  to  the  victorious  (late 
unleTthe  by  the  introduction  of  ftrangers  and  the  imitative 
Arabs.  fpirit  of  the  natives ; and  Spain,  which  had  been 
fucceflively  tinCtured  with  Punic,  and  Roman,  and 
Gothic  blood,  imbibed,  in  a few  generations,  the 
name  and  manners  of  the  Arabs.  The  firft  con- 
querors, and  the  twenty  fucceflive  lieutenants  of  the 

>*9  I much  regret  our  lofs,  or  my  ignorance,  of  two  Arabic 
works  of  the  yiii<h  century,  a Life  of  Mufa,  and  a Poem  on  the  Ex- 
ploits of  T*rik.  Of  thefe  authentic  pieces,  the  former  was  com- 
pofed  by  a grandforr  of  Mufa,  who  had  efcaped  from  the  maflacre  of 
his  kindred  } the  latter  by  tire  Vizir  of  the  firft  Abdalrahman  caliph 
pf  Spain,  who  might  have  converted  with  fome  of  the  veterans  of 
the  conqueror  (Bibliot.  Arabico-Hifpana,  tom.  ii.  p.  36.  139.). 
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caliphs,  were  attended  by  a numerous  train  of  civil  c 
and  military  followers,  who  preferred  a diftant  for-  u 
tune  to  a narrow  home : the  private  and  public 
intereft  was  promoted  by  the  eftablifhment  of 
faithful  colonies ; and  the  cities  of  Spain  were  proud 
to  commemorate  the  tribe  or  country  of  their 
Eaftern  progenitors.  The  vi&orious  though  mot- 
ley' bands  of  Tarik  and  Mu  fa  afiferted,  by  the 
name  of  Spaniards , their  original  claim  of  con- 
queft ; yet  they  allowed  their  brethren  of  Egypt 
to  lhare  their  eftablifhments  of  Murcia  and  Lilbon. 
The  royal  legion  of  Damafcus  was  planted  at  Cor- 
dova ; that  of  Emefa  at  Seville  ; that  of  Kinnifrin 
or  Chalcis  at  Jaen  j that  of  Paleftine  at  Algezire 
and  Medina  Sidonia.  The  natives  of  Yemen  and 
Perfia  were  fcattered  round  Toledo  and  the  inland 
country  ; and  the  fertile  feats  of  Grenada  were  be- 
llowed on  ten  thoufand  horfemen  of  Syria  and  Irak, 
the  children  of  the  pureftand  molt  noble  of  the  Ara- 
bian tribes  ,9°.  A fpirit  of  emulation,  fometimes 
beneficial,  more  frequently  dangerous,  was  nourifh- 
ed  by  thefe  hereditary  factions.  Ten  years  after 
the  conqueft,  a map  of  the  province  was  prefent- 
ed  to  the  caliph  : the  feas,  the  rivers,  and  the  har- 

*9°  Bibliot.  Arab.  Hifpann,  tom.  ii.  p.  32.  252.  The  former 
of  thefe  quotations  is  taken  from  a Biographic  Hifpanica,  by  an  Ara- 
bian of  Valentia  (fee  the  copious  Extracts  of  Cafiri,  tom.  ii.  p.  30 
— 111.)  ; anti  the  latter  from  a general  Chronology  of  the  Caliphs, 
and  of  the  African  and  Spaniflt  Dynafties,  with  a particular  Hiftory 
of  the  Kingdom  of  Grenada,  of  which  Cafiri  has  given  almoft  an 
entire  verfion  (Bibliot.  Arabico-Hilpana,  tom.  ii.  p.  177— 319.). 
The  author,  Ebn  Khateb,  a native  of  Grenada,  and  a contemporary 
of  Novairi  and  Abulfeda  (born  A.  D.  *313,  died  A.  D.  1374.),  was 
an  hiftorian,  geographer,  phyfician,  poet,  fee.  (tom.  ii.  p.  71, 
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chap,  hours,  the  inhabitants  and  cities,  the  climate,  the 
» y‘  > foil,  and  the  mineral  productions  of  the  earth19*. 

In  the  fpace  of  two  centuries,  the  gifts  of  nature 
were  improved  by  the  agriculture  *91,  the  manu- 
faftures,  and  the  commerce  of  an  induftrious 
people  ; and  the  effe&s  of  their  diligence  have  been 
magnified  by  the  idlenefs  of  their  fancy.  The 
firft  of  the  Ommiades  who  reigned  in  Spain  foli- 
. cited  the  fupport  of  the  Chi  iftians ; and,  in  his 

edi£t  of  peace  and  protection,  he  contents  himfelf 
with  a modeft  impofition  of  ten  thoufand  ounces 
of  gold,  ten  thoufand  pounds  of  filver,  ten  thou- 
fand horfes,  as  many  mules,  one  thoufand  cuirafles, 
with  an  equal  number  of  helmets  and  lances  *91. 
The  moft  powerful  of  his  fuccelfors  derived  from 
the  fame  kingdom  the  annual  tribute  of  twelve 
millions  and  forty-five  thoufand  dinars  or  pieces  of 


’9<  Cardonne,  Hid.  de  l’Afrique  et  de  l’Efpagne,  tom.  j.  p. 
116,  117. 

*9*  A copious  treatife  of  bulbandry,  by  an  Arabian  of  Seville,  in 
the  xiill>  ceniury,  is  in  the  Efctirial  library,  and  Cafiri  had  fome 
thoughts  of  tranflating  it.  He  gives  a lift  of  the  authors  quoted, 
Arabs,  as  well  as  Greeks,  Latins,  Sec.;  but  it  is  much  if  the  An- 
dalulian  faw  thefe  ftrangers  through  the  medium  of  his  country- 
man Columella  (Cafiri,  Eibliot.  Arabico-Hifpana,  tom.  i.  p.  323 
-3 38  ). 

• *91  Bibliot.  Atahico-Hifpana,  tom.  ii.  p.  104..  Cafiri  tranflates 
the  original  teftimony  of  the  hiftorian  Rails,  as  it  is  alleged  in  the 
Arabic  Biographia  Hifpanica,  pars  ix.  But  I am  moft  exceedingly 
furpri  ed  at  the  addrefs,  Trincipibus  cxterifquc  Chriftianis  Hifpanis 
fuis  CaJltU*.  The  name  of  Caltellse  was  unknown  in  the  viiith  cen- 
tury ; the  kingdom  was  not  erefted  till  the  year  1022,  an  hundred 
years  after  the  time  of  Rafis  (Bibliot.  tom.  ii.  p.  330  ),  and  the  ap- 
pellation was  always  exprelfive,  not  of  a tributary  province,  but  of  a 
line  of  caplet  independent  of  the  Moorilh  yoke  (d'Anville,  Etats  de 
l’Euiope,  p.  166 — 170.).  Had  Cafiri  been  a critic,  he  would  have 
cleaved  a d.tficulty,  perhaps  of  his  own  making. 
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gold,  about  fix  millions  of  fterling  money  194 ; a c nL^  p* 
lum  which,  in  the  tenth  century,  moft  probably  fur-  u,,— a 
palled  the  united  revenues  of  the  Chriftian  mo- 
narchs.  His  royal  feat  of  Cordova  contained  fix 
hundred  mofchs,  nine  hundred  baths,  and  two 
hundred  thoufand  houfes : he  gave  laws  to  eighty 
cities  of  the  firft,  to  three  hundred  of  the  fecond 
and  third  order  j and  the  fertile  banks  of  the  Gua- 
dalquivir were  adorned  with  twelve  thoufand  vil- 
lages and  hamlets.  The  Arabs  might  exaggerate 
the  truth,  but  they  created  and  they  defcribe  the 
moll  profperous  sera  of  the  riches,  the  cultivation, 
and  the  populoufnefs  of  Spain  *95. 

The  wars  of  the  Modems  were  fanttified  by  the  Religion* 

, . 1 , toleration. 

. prophet ; but,  among  the  various  precepts  and 
examples  of  his  life,  the  caliphs  felecled  the  leffonsof 
toleration  that  might  tend  to  difarm  the  refinance 
of  the  unbelievers.  Arabia  was  the  temple  and  pa- 
trimony of  the  God  of  Mahomet;  but  he  beheld 
with  lefs  jealoufy  and  affedtion  the  nations  of  the 
earth.  The  poly theifts  and  idolaters  who  were 
ignorant  of  his  name,  might  be  lawfully  extirpated 


*94  Cardonne,  tom.  i.  p.  3-57,  338.  He  computes  the  revenue 
at  130,000,000  of  French  livres.  The  entire  pifture  of  peace  and 
profperity  relieves  the  bloody  uniformity  of  the  Moorilh  annals. 

•95  I am  happy  enough  to  poflel's  a fplendid  and  interefting  work, 
which  has  only  liLen  diltributed  in  prelents  by  the  court  of  Madrid: 
Bibliotheca  Arahieo  Hifpana  Efcurialenfis,  opera  et  find  to  Michaeltt  Caftri,  byre 
JAa mitt.  Matriti , in  folio,  lomut  prior,  1760.  tomus  po/lerior,  1 770. 
The  execution  of  this  work  does  nonour  to  the  Spanilh  prel's  ; the 
MSS.  to  the  number  of  mdcccli,  are  judicioufly  clafTed  by  the 
editor,  and  his  copious  extrafts  thiow  feme  light  on  the  Mahometan 
literature  anti  hiltory  of  Spain.  Thefe  relics  are  now  fecure,  but  the 
talk  has  been  fupinely  delayed,  till  in  the  year  1671  a fire  confumed 
the  greateft  part  of  the  Elcurial  library,  rich  in  the  fpoils  of  Gre- 
nada and  Morocco. 
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by  his  votaries  ,9*  5 but  a wife  policy  fupplied  the 
obligation  of  juftice  ; and  after  fome  ads  of  intole- 
rant zeal,  the  Mahometan  conquerors  of  Hindo- 
ftan  have  fpared  the  pagods  of  that  devout  and  po- 
pulous country.  The  difciples  of  Abraham,  of 
Mofes,  and  of  Jefus,  were  folemnly  invited  to  ac- 
cept the  more  perfect  revelation  of  Mahomet ; but 
if  they  preferred  the  payment  of  a moderate  tribute, 
they  were  entitled  to  the  freedom  of  confcience 
and  religious  worlhip  ,97.  In  a field  of  battle,  the 
forfeit  lives  of  the  prifoners  were  redeemed  by  the 
profeffion  of  IJlam  j the  females  were  bound  to 
embrace  the  religion  of  their  mailers,  and  a race 
of  fincere  profelytes  was  gradually  multiplied  by 
the  education  of  the  infant  captives.  But  the  mil- 
lions of  African  and  Afiatic  converts,  who  fwelled 
the  native  band  of  the  faithful  Arabs,  muft  have 
been  allured,  rather  than  conftrained,  to  declare 
their  belief  in  one  God  and  the  apoftle  of  God. 
By  the  repetition  of  a fentence  and  the  lofs  of  a 
foreikin,  the  fubjecl  or  the  flave,  the  captive  or  the 
criminal,  arofe  in  a moment  the  free  and  equal 
companion  of  the  victorious  Modems.  Every  fin 


T9S  The  Harbii,  as  they  are  ftyled,  qui  tolerar!  nsqueunt,  are,  i. 
Thofe  who,  btfidti  God,  worlhip  the  fun,  moon,  or  idols.  *. 
Atheifts.  Utrique,  quamdiu  princeps  aliquis  inter  Mohammedatjos 
fupereft  oppugnari  debent  donee  religionem  ample&antur,  nee  requies 
iis  concedenda  eft,  nec  pretium  acceptanduni  pro  obtinenda  confcientiae 
libertate  (Reland,  Dillertat.  x.  de  Jure  Militari  Mohammedan,  tom. 
iii.  p.  14.) : A rigid  theory  ! 

•97  The  diftinftion  between  a proferibed  and  a tolerated  fe&,  be- 
tween the  Harhii and  thePeopleof  the  Book,  the  believers  infomedivine 
revelation,  is  correftly  defined  in  the  converfation  of  the  caliph  A1 
Mamun  with  the  idolaters  or  Sabaeans  of  Charrx.  Hottjriger,  Hill. 
Orient,  p.  107,  108.  .,1 
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was  expiated,  every  engagement  was  difiblved : 
the  vow  of  celibacy  was  fuperfeded  by  the  indul- 
gence of  nature ; the  adive  fpirits  who  flept  in  the 
cloifter  were  awakened  by  the  trumpet  of  the  Sa- 
racens ; and  in  the  convulfion  of  the  world,  every 
_ member  of  a new  fociety  afcended  to  the  natural 
level  of  his  capacity  and  courage.  The  minds  of 
the  multitude  were  tempted  by  the  invifible  as 
well  as  temporal  bleffingsof  the  Arabian  prophet ; 
and  charity  will  hope  that  many  of  his  profelytes 
entertained  a ferious  convidion  of  the  truth  and 
fandity  of  his  revelation.  In  the  eyes  of  an  inqui- 
litive  polytheift,  it  mull  appear  worthy  of  the  hu- 
man and  the  divine  nature.  More  pure  than  the 
fyftem  of  Zoroafter,  more  liberal  than  the  law  of 
Mofes,  the  religion  of  Mahomet  might  feem  lefs 
inconfiftent  with  reafon,  than  the  creed  of  myftery 
and  fuperftition,  which,  in  the  feventh  century, 
difgraced  the  fimplicity  of  the  gofpel. 

In  the  extenfive  provinces  of  Perfia  and  Africa,  Fall  of  the 
the  national  religion  has  been  eradicated  by  the  ^p®',acna* 
Mahometan  faith.  The  ambiguous  theology  of 
the  Magi  flood  alone  among  the  feds  of  the  Eaft : 
but  the  profane  writings  of  Zoroafter ,9i  might, 

*93  The  Zend  or  Pazend,  the  bible  of  the  Ghebers,  is  reckoned  by 
themfelves,  or  at  lead  by  the  Mahometans,  among  the  ten  books 
which  Abraham  received  from  heaven  j and  their  religion  is  honour- 
ably ftyled  the  religion  of  Abraham  (d'Herbclot,  Bibliot.  Orient, 
p.  701. ; Hyde,  de Religione  veterum Perfarum,  c. iii.  p.  17,  z8,  See.). 

J much  fear  that  we  do  not  poflefs  any  pure  and  frtt  defeription  of  the 
fyftem  of  Zoroafter.  Dr.  Prideaux  (Connexion,  vol.  i.  p.  300. 
octavo)  adopts  the  opinion,  that  he  had  been  the  flave  and  fcholar 
of  fome  Jewifh  prophet  in  the  captivity  of  Babylon.  Perhaps  the 
Periians,  who  have  been  the  matters  of  the  Jews,  would  aflert  the 
honour,  a poor  honour,  of  being  tbeir  matters. 

under 
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c hlia  p*  under  the  reverend  name  of  Abraham,  be  dex- 

■ , 1 troufly  conne&ed  with  the  chain  of  divine  revela- 

tion. Their  evil  principle,  the  daemon  Ahriman, 
might  be  reprefented  as  the  rival  or  as  the  creature 
of  the  God  of  light.  The  temples  of  Perfia  were 
devoid  of  images  j but  die  worfhip  of  the  fun  and 
of  fire  might  be  ftigmatized  as  a grofs  and  crimi- 
nal idolatry  ,ES.  The  milder  fentiment  was  confe- 
crated  by  the  pra&ice  of  Mahomet 100  and  the  pru- 
dence of  the  caliphs  j the  Magians  or  Ghebers 
were  ranked  with  the  Jews  and  Chriftians  among 
the  people  of  the  written  law401}  and  as  late  as 
the  third  century  of  the  Hegira,  the  city  of  Herat 
will  afford  a lively  contraft  of  private  zeal  and 
public  toleration401.  Under  the  payment  of  an 
annual  tribute,  the  Mahometan  law  fecured  to  the 
Ghebers  of  Herat,  their  civil  and  religious  liber- 
ties : but  the  recent  and  humble  mofch  was  over- 


*99  The  Arabian  Nights,  a faithful  and  amufing  piflure  of  the 
Oriental  world,  reprefent  in  the  mod  odious  colours  the  Magians, 
or  worfhippers  of  fire,  to  whom  they  attribute  the  annual  facrificc  of 
a Mufulman.  The  religion  of  Zoroader  has  not  the  lead  affinity 
with  that  of  the  Hindoos,  yet  they  are  often  confounded  by  the 
Mahometans  ; and  the  fword  of  Timour  was  (harpened  by  this 
midake  (Hid.  de  Timour  Bee,  par  Cherefeddin  All  Yezdi,  1.  v.). 

200  Viede  Mahomet,  par  Gagnier,  tom.  iii.  p.  114.,  115. 

Hae  tres  fe£lx,  Judcei,  Chridiani,  et  qui  inter  Perfas  Magorum 
ir.ditutis  addifli  funt,  xar'  igt>xr>,  populi  libri  dicuntur  (Reland,  Dif- 
fertat.  tom.  iii.  p.  ij.).  The  caliph  A1  Mamun  confirms  this  ho- 
nourable didinftion  in  favour  of  the  three  fefts,  with  the  vague  and 
equivocal  religion  of  the  Sabxans,  under  which  the  ancient  poly- 
theids  of  Chart*  were  allowed  to  ihelter  their  idolatrous  worth  ip 
(Hottinger,  Hid.  Orient,  p.  167,  168.). 

101  This  fingular  dory  is  related  by  d'Herbelot  (Bihliot.  Orient, 
p.  448,  449-)  on  the  laith  of  Khondemir,  and  by  Mirchond  him- 
lelf  (Hid.  priorum  Regum  Periaiuin,  Sic.  p.  9,  10.  not.  p.  88,  89.). 
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fbadowed  by  the  antique  fplendour  of  the  adjoin- 
ing temple  of  fire.  A fanatic  Imam  deplored,  in 
his  fermons,  the  fcandalous  neighbourhood,  and 
accufed  the  weaknefs  or  indifference  of  the  faithful. 


CHAP. 

LI. 


Excited  by  his  voice,  the  people  affembled  in  tumult; 
the  two  houfes  of  prayer  were  confumed  by  the  flames, 
but  the  vacant  ground  was  immediately  occupied  by 
the  foundations  of  a new  mofch.  The  injured 
Magi  appealed  to  the  fovereign  of  Chorafan ; he 
promifed  juftice  and  relief ; when,  behold ! four 
thoufand  citizens  of  Herat,  of  a grave  character 
and  mature  age,  unanimoufly  fwore  that  the  idola- 
trous fane  had  never  exifted ; the  inquifition  was 
filenced,  and  their  confcience  was  fatisfied  (fays 
the  hiftorian  Mirchond 103)  with  this  holy  and  me- 
ritorious perjury 10+.  But  the  greateft  part  of  the 
temples  of  Perfia  were  ruined  by  the  infenfible  and 


105  Mirchond  (Mohsmmcd  Emir  Khoondah  Shah),  a native  of 
Herat,  compofcd  in  the  Perlian  language  a general  hiftory  of  the 
Eaft,  from  the  creation  to  the  year  of  the  Hegira  875  (A.  D.  1471)^ 
In  the  year  904  (A.  D.  1498)  the  hiftorian  obtained  the  command  of 
a princely  library,  and  his  applauded  work,  in  feven  or  twelve  parts, 
was  abbreviated  in  three  volumes  by  his  fon  Khondemir,  A.  H.  927, 
A.  D.  1520.  The  two  writers,  molt  accurately  diftinguilhed  by 
Petit  de  la  Croix  (Hift.  de  Genghizcan,  p.  537,  538.  544,  545.),  are 
loofely  confounded  by  d’Herbelot  (p.  358.  410.  994,  995-)  : but  his 
numerous  extra&s,  under  the  improper  name  of  Khondemir,  belong 
to  the  father  rather  than  the  fon.  The  hiftorian  of  Genghizcan  refers 
to  a MS.  of  Mirchond,  which  he  received  from  the  hands  of  his 
friend  d’Herbelot  himfelf.  A curious  fragment  (the  Taherian  and 
Soffarian  Dynafties)  has  been  lately  publifhed  in  Perfic  and  Latin 
(Vienna?,  1782,  in  4'0,  cum  notis  Bernard  de  Jenifch);  and  the 
editor  allows  us  to  hope  for  a continuation  of  Mirchond. 

*°4  Quo  teftimonio  boni  fe  quidpiatn  prsftitift'e  opinabantur.  Yet 
Mirchond  malt  have  condemned  their  zeal,  fince  he  approved  the 
legal  toleration  of  the  Magi,  cui  (the  fire  temple)  perafto  fingulis 
annis  censu,  uti  facra  Mohammedis  lege  cauturo,  ab  omnibus  mo- 
leitiis  ac  oneribus  libero  efle  licuit. 

general 
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CI^Ap*  general  defertion  of  their  votaries.  It  was  In* 

4 - - ,_j  Jenfible , fince  it  is  not  accompanied  with  any  me- 
morial of  time  or  place,  of  perfecution  or  refift- 
ance.  It  was  general , fince  the  whole  realm,  from 
Shiraz  to  Samarcand,  imbibed  the  faith  of  the 
Koran ; and  the  prefervation  of  the  native  tongue 
reveals  the  defcentof  the  Mahometans  of  Perfia*’’. 
In  the  mountains  and  deferts,  an  obftinate  race  of 
unbelievers  adhered  to  the  fuperftition  of  their 
fathers;  and  a faint  tradition  of  the  Magian  theo- 
logy is  kept  alive  in  the  province  of  Kirman,  along 
the  banks  of  the  Indus,  among  the  exiles  of  Surat, 
and  in  the  colony,  which,  in  the  laft  century,  was 
planted  by  Shaw  Abbas  at  the  gates  of  Ilpahan. 
The  chief  pontiff  has  retired  to  mount  Elbourz, 
eighteen  leagues  from  the  city  of  Yezd:  the  per- 
petual fire  (if  it  continue  to  burn)  is  inacceffible  to 
the  profane j but  his  refidence  is  the  fchool,  the 
oracle,  aud  the  pilgrimage,  of  the  Ghebers,  whole 
hard  and  uniform  features  atteft  the  unmingled 
purity  of  their  blood.  Under  the  jurifdi&ion  of 
their  elders,  eighty  thoufand  families  main- 
tain an  innocent  and  induftrious  life;  their  fub- 
fiftence  is  derived  from  fome  curious  manufac- 
tures and  mechanic  trades ; and  they  cultivate  the 
earth  with  the  fervour  of  a religious  duty.  Their 
ignorance  withftood  the  defpotifm  of  Shaw  Abbas, 


The  laft  Magian  of  name  and  power  appears  to  be  Mardavtge 
the  Dilemite,  who,  in  the  beginning  ot  the  century,  reigned  in 
the  northern  provinces  of  Pcrfia,  near  the  Cafpian'Sea  (d’Herbelot, 
Bibiiot.  Orient,  p.  35;.).  But  his  foldiers  and  fncceflors,  the 
Bvtmdfj  either  profefied  or  embraced  the  Mahometan  faith ; and  under 
their  dynafty  (A.  D.  933—1010)  I Ihoold  place  the  fall  of  the  re- 
ligion of  Zoroafter. 

who 
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who  demanded  with  threats  and  tortures  the  pro- 
phetic books  of  Zoroafter  j and  this  obfcure  rem- 
nant of  the  Magians  is  fpared  by  the  moderation 
or  contempt  of  their  prefent  fovereigns 106. 

The  northern  coaft  of  Africa  is  the  only  land  in 
which  the  light  of  the  Gofpel,  after  a long  and  per- 
fect eftablilhment,  has  been  totally  extinguilhed. 
The  arts,  which  had  been  taught  by  Carthage  and 
Rome,  were  involved  in  a cloud  of  ignorance  j 
the  dodtrine  of  Cyprian  and  Auguftin  was  no 
longer  ftudied.  Five  hundred  epilcopal  churches 
were  overturned  by  the  hoftile  fury  of  the  Donatifts, 
the  Vandals,  and  the  Moors.  The  zeal  and  num- 
bers of  the  clergy  declined ; and  the  people,  with- 
out difcipline,  or  knowledge,  or  hope,  fubmiffively 
funk  under  the  yoke  of  the  Arabian  prophet. 
Within  fifty  years  after  the  expulfion  of  the  Greeks, 
a lieutenant  of  Africa  informed  the  caliph  that  the 
tribute  of  the  infidels  was  abolilhed  by  their  con- 
verfionIO’>  and,  though  he  fought  to  difguife  his 
fraud  and  rebellion,  his  fpecious  pretence  was  drawn 
from  the  rapid  and  extenfive  progrefs  of  the  Ma- 
hometan faith.  In  the  next  age,  an  extraordinary 
million  of  five  bifhops  was  detached  from  Alex- 
andria to  Cairoan.  They  were  ordained  by  the 

*o5  The  prefent  fiate  of  the  Ghebers  in  Perfin,  is  taken  from  Sir 
John  Chardin,  not  indeed  the  moll  learned,  but  the  molt  judicious 
and  inquifitive,  of  our  modern  travellers  (Voyages  en  Perfe,  tom.  ii. 
p.  109.  179 — 187.  in  4'°).  His  brethren,  Pietro  della  Valle,  Olearius, 
Thevcnot,  Tavernier,  See.  whom  I have  fruitiefsly  fearched,  had 
neither  eyes  nor  attention  for  this  interefting  people. 

l07  The  letter  of  Abdoulrahman,  governor  or  tyrant  of  Africa,  to 
the  caliph  Aboul  Abbas,  the  firft  of  the  Abaflides,  is  dated  A.  H.  13* 
(Cardonne,  Hilt,  de  l’Afrique  et  de  1’Efpagne,  torn.  i.  p.  168.). 
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C HLIAP‘  Juco^^e  Patriarch  to  cherifh  and  revive  the  dying 
v _v_  , embers  of  Chriftianity 108 : but  the  interpofition 
of  a foreign  prelate,  a ftranger  to  the  Latins,  an 
enemy  to  the  Catholics,  fuppofes  the  decay  and 
diffolution  of  the  African  hierarchy.  It  was  no 
longer  the  time  when  the  fucceflor  of  St.  Cyprian, 
at  the  head  of  a numerous  fynod,  could  maintain 
an  equal  contell  with  the  ambition  of  the  Roman 
A.D.T053  pontiff.  In  the  eleventh  century,  the  unfortunate 
prieff:  who  was  ieated  on  the  ruins  of  Carthage,  im- 
. plored  the  arms  and  the  protection  of  the  Vatican? 
and  he  bitterly  complains  that  his  naked  body  had 
been  fcourged  by  the  Saracens,  and  that  his  autho- 
rity was  dil'puted  by  the  four  fuffragans,  the  tot- 
tering pillars  of  his  throne.  Two  epiftles  of  Gre- 
gory the  feventh  109  are  deftined  to  foothe  the  dif- 
trefs  of  the  Catholics  and  the  pride  of  a Moorilh 
prince.  The  pope  allures  the  fultan  that  they  both 
worfhip  the  fame  God,  and  may  hope  to  meet  in 
the  bofom  of  Abraham  ; but  the  complaint,  that 
three  biffiops  could  no  longer  be  found  to  confe- 
crate  a brother,  announces  the  fpeedy  and  inevi- 
ami  spin,  tabie  ruin  Gf  the  epifcopal  order.  The  Chriftians 
1149,  See.  of  Africa  and  Spain  had  long  fince  fubmitted  to  the 
praflice  of  circumciffbn  and  the  legal  abftinence 
from  wine  and  pork ; and  the  name  of  Moza- 

ao*  Bibliotheque  Orientate,  p.  66.  Renaudot,  Hill.  Patriarch. 
Alex.  p.  187,  2S8. 

109  Among  the  Epiftles  of  the  Popes,  fee  Leo  IX.  epift.  3.  Gre- 
gor. VII.  I.  i.  epift.  21,  23.  I.  iii.  epift.  19,  20,  11.  f and  the  criti- 
cifms  of  Pagi  (mm.  iv.  A.  D.  1053,  N°  14.  A.  D.  1073,  N°  1 3.), 
who  inveltigates  the  name  and  family  of  the  Moorilh  prince,  with 
whom  the  proudeft  of  the  Roman  pontiffs  fo  politely  correfponds. 
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rales ”°  (adoptive  Arabs)  was  applied  to  their  civil  c **  a p- 
or  religious  conformity*".  About  the  middle  of  L 
the  twelfth  century  the  worlhip,  of  Chrift  and  the 
Iticcefiion  of  pallors  were  abolifhed  along  the  coaft 
of  Barbary,  and  in  the  kingdoms  of  Cordova  and 
Seville,  of  Valencia  and  Grenada11*.  The  throne 
of  the  Almohades,  or  Unitarians,  was  founded  on 
the  blinded  fanaticifm,  and  their  extraordinary  ri- 
gour might  be  provoked  or  juftified  by  the  recent 
victories  and  intolerant  zeal  of  the  princes  of  Si- 
cily and  Caftille,  of  Arragon  and  Portugal.  The 
/aith  of  the  Mozarabes  was  occafionally  revived  by 
the  papal  miffionaries  j and,  on  the  landing  of  f;,®* 

Mozarahes,  or  Moftarahes,  tJfeiiitii,  as  it  is  interpreted  in  La- 
tin (Pocock,  Specimen  Hi  A.  Arnbum,  p.  39,  40.  Bibliot.  Aiabico- 
Hiipana,  tom.  ii.  p.  18.).  The  Mozarabic  liturgy,  the  ancient 
ritual  of  the  church  of  Toledo,  has  been  attacked  by  the  popes,  and 
expofed  to  the  doubtful  trials  of  the  fword  and  of  fire  (Marian.  Hid. 

Hifpan.  tom.  i.  1.  ix.  c.  18.  p.  378.).  It  was,  or  rather  it  is,  in  the 
Latin  tongue  j yet  in  the  xith  century  it  was  found  necellary  (A.  JE. 

C.  1687,  A.  D.  1039)  to  tranferibe  an  Arabic  verfion  of  the  canons 
of  the  councils  of  Spain  (Bibliot.  Arab.  Hifp.  tom.  i.  p.  J47.),  lor 
the  ufc  of  the  bilhops  and  clergy  in  the  Moorifh  kingdoms. 

1,1  About  the  middle  of  the  x,h  century,  the  clergy  of  Cordova 
was  reproached  with  this  criminal  compliance,  by  the  intrepid  envoy 
of  the  emperor  Otho  I.  (Vit.  Johan.  Gorz,  in  Secul.  Benedict.  V. 

115.  apud  Fleury,  Hift.  Ecclef.  tom.  xii.  p.  91.). 

*ts  Pagi,  Critics,  tom.  iv.  A.  D.  1149,  N°8,  9.  He  juftly  ob- 
ferves,  that  when  Seville,  &c.  were  retaken  by  Ferdinand  of  Caftille, 
no  Cbriltians,  except  captives,  were  found  in  the  place  ; and  that  thcr 
Mozarabic  churches  of  Africa  and  Spain,  deferibed  by  James  a Vi- 
triaco,  A.  D.  1118  (Hift.  Hierofoi.  c.  80.  p.  109;.  in  Geft.  Dei  per 
Francos),  are  copied  from  fume  older  hook.  I (hall  add,  that  the 
date  of  the  Hegira  677  (A.  D.  1178)  mull  apply  to  the  copy,  not  the 
composition,  of  a treatife  of  jui  ifprodence,  which  dates  the  civil  rights 
of  the  Chriftians  of  Cordova  (Bibliot.  Arab.  Hifp.  tom.i.  p.  471.); 
and  that  the  Jews  were  tlie  only  difi'enters  whom  Abul  Waled,  king 
of  Grenada  (A.  D,  1313),  could  either  difcountcnance  or  tolerate 
(tom.  ii.  p.  2S8.). 
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C Ili^P*  Charles  fi^>  fome  families  of  Latin  Chriftians 
t J , were  encouraged  to  rear  their  heads  at  Tunis  and 
Algiers.  But  the  feed  of  die  gofpel  was  quickly 
eradicated,  and  the  long  province  from  Tripoli  to 
the  Atlantic  has  loll  all  memory  of  the  language 
and  religion  of  Rome  “J. 

Toleration  After  the  revolution  of  eleven  centuries,  the  Jews 
Chnttians.  and  Chriftians  of  the  Turkilh  empire  enjoy  the 
liberty  of  confcience  which  was  granted  by  the 
Arabian  caliphs.  During  the  firft  age  of  the  con- 
queft,  they  fufpedled  the  loyalty  of  the  Catholics, 
whofe  name  of  Melc  hires  betrayed  their  fecret  at- 
tachment to  the  Greek  emperor,  while  the  Nefto- 
rians  and  Jacobites,  his  inveterate  enemies,  ap- 
proved themfelves  the  fincere  and  voluntary  friends 
of  the  Mahometan  government  *,+.  Yet  this  par- 
tial jealoufy  was  healed  by  time  and  fubmiffion : 
the  churches  of  Egypt  were  fhared  with  the  Catho- 
lics*'5; and  all  the  Oriental  fefts  were  included  in 
the  common  benefits  of  toleration.  The  rank, 
the  immunities,  the  domeftic  jurildi&ion,  of  the 
patriarchs,  the  bifhops,  and  the  clergy,  were  pro- 


11 ! Renaudot,  Hift.  Patriarch.  Alex.  p.  288.  Leo  Africanus 
would  have  flattered  his  Roman  mailers,  could  he  have  difcovered  any 
latent  relics  of  the  Chriftianity  of  Africa, 

*'♦  A blit  (faid  the  Catholic  to  the  Vizir  of  Bagdad)  ut  pari  loco 
habeas  Neftorianos,  quorum  prater  Arabas  nullus  alius  rex  eft, 
ct  Graces  quorum  reges  amovendo  Arabibus  hello  non  deliftunt,  &c. 
See  in  the  Collections  of  Aflemannus  (Bibliot.  Orient,  tom.  iv. 
p.  94. — io«.),  the  Hate  of  the  Neftotians  under  the  caliphs.  That  of 
the  Jacobites  is  more  concifely  expofed  in  the  Preliminary  Diflcrtatioa 
of  the  fccond  volume  of  Aflemannus. 

**i  Eutych.  Annal.  tom.  ii.  p.  384.  387,  388.  Renaudot,  Hift. 
Patriarch.  Alex.  p.  *05,  206.  257.  332.  A taint  of  the  Monothclit* 
herefy  might  render  the  firft  of  thei'e  Greek  patriarchs  Ids  loyal  to  the 
emperors  and  lefs  obnoxious  to  the  Arabs, 
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tedted  by  the  civil  magiftrate : the  learning  of  in- 
dividuals recommended  them  to  the  employments 
of  fecretaries  and  phyficians : they  were  enriched 
by  the  lucrative  colleftion  of  the  revenue ; and 
their  merit  was  fometimes  raifed  to  the  command 
of  cities  and  provinces.  A caliph  of  the  houfe  of 
Abbas  was  heard  to  declare  that  the  Chriftians 
were  mod  worthy  of  truft  in  the  adminiftration  of 
Perfia.  “ The  Modems,”  faid  he,  “ will  abule 
“ their  prefent  fortune ; the  Magians  regret  their 
**  fallen  greatnefs;  and  the  Jews  are  impatient  for 
<c  their  approaching  deliverance*'9.”  But  the 
flaves  of  defpoti.'m  are  expofed  to  the  alternatives 
of  favour  and  difgrace.  The  captive  churches  of 
the  Eaft  have  been  afflidted  in  every  age  by  the 
avarice  or  bigotry  of  their  rulers  j and  the  ordinary 
and  legal  reftraints  mud  be  offenlive  to  the  pride 
or  the  zeal  of  the  Chriftians1'7.  About  two  hun- 
dred years  after  Mahomet,  they  were  feparated 
from  their  fellow- fubjedts  by  a turban  or  girdle  of 
a lefts  honourable  colour ; inftead  of  horfes  or 
mules,  they  were  condemned  to  ride  on  aftes,  in 
the  attitude  of  women.  Their  public  and  private 
buildings  were  meafured  by  a diminutive  ftandard; 
in  the  ftreets  or  the  baths  it  is  their  duty  to  give 


CHAP. 

LI. 


Their 

haiUihips, 


1,5  Motadhcd,  who  reigned  from  A.  D.  891  to  90*.  The  Ma- 
gians ftiil  held  their  name  and  rank  among  the  religions  of  the  em- 
pire ( AIT  inanni,  Bibliot.  Orient,  tom.  iv.  p.  97.). 

1,,r  Reland  explains  the  general  reftraints  of  the  Mahometan  policy 
and  jurilprudence  'Diflertat.  tom.  iii.  p.  16 — 20.).  The  opprelliee 
edifts  of  the  caliph  Motawakkel  (A.  D.  847 — 8S1),  which  are  ftill 
in  force,  are  noticed  by  Eutychius  (Annal.  tom.  ii.  p.  448.)  and 
d’Herbelot  (Bibliot.  Orient.  p.640.).  A periecution  of  the  caliph 
Omar  II.  is  related,  and  molt  probably  magnified,  by  the  Greek, 
Thcophanes  (Chron.  p.  334.). 

K k 2 way 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 


C ”iA  P‘  way  or  ^ow  down  before  the  meaneft  of  the  people* 
t -1  _f  and  their  teftimony  is  rejedted,  if  it  may  tend  to 
the  prejudice  of  a true  believer.  The  pomp  of 
proceflions,  the  found  of  bells  or  of  pfalmody, 
is  interdidted  in  their  worfhip : a decent  reverence 
for  the  national  faith  is  impofed  on  their  fermons 
and  converfations ; and  the  facrilegious  attempt  to 
enter  a mofch,^or  to  feduce  a Mufulman,  will  not 
v be  fuffered  to  elcape  with  impunity.  In  a time 
however  of  tranquillity  and  juftice  the  Chriftians 
have  never  been  compelled  to  renounce  the  Gofpel 
or  to  embrace  the  Koran ; but  the  punifhment  of 
death  is  inflidled  upon  the  apoftates  who  have  pro- 
fefled  and  deferted  the  law  of  Mahomet.  The 
martyrs  of  Cordova  provoked  the  fentence  of  the 
cadhi,  by  the  public  confeffion  of  their  inconftaricy, 
or  their  paffionate  invedtives  againft  the  perfon 
and  religion  of  the  prophet 1,s.  ' 

The  cm.  At  the  end  of  the  firft  century  of  the  Hegira, 
taifphs  he  cabphs  were  the  mod  potent  and  abfolute 
A.D.  718.  monarchs  of  the  globe.  Their  prerogative  was 
not  circumfcribed,  either  in  right  or  in  fadt,  by  the 
power  of  the  nobles,  the  freedom  of  the  commons, 
the  privileges  of  the  church,  the  votes  of  a fenate, 
or  the  memory  of  a free  conftitution.  The  autho- 

*'*  The  martyr*  of  Cordova  (A.  D.  850,  See.)  are  commemorated 
and  jollified  by  St.  Eulogius,  who  at  length  fell  a viflim  himfelf. 
•A  fynod,  convened  by  the  caliph,  ambiguoufly  cenfured  their  rafii- 
ntfs.  The  moderate  Fleury  cannot  reconcile  their  conduct  with  the 
difeipline  of  antiquity,  toutefois  1’autot  ite  de  1’eglife,  &c.  (Fleury, 
Hill.  Ecclcf.  tom.  x.  p.  415— 511.  particularly  p.  4.51.  508,  509.). 
Their  authentic  a t\s  throw  a Itrong  though  traihiem  light  on  the 
S paid  ill  church  in  the  ix-’h  century. 
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rity  of  the  companions  of  Mahomet  expired  with  chap. 
their  lives ; and  the  chiefs  or  emirs  of  the  Arabian  . L1‘  j 
tribes  left  behind,  in  thedefert,  thefpirit  of  equality 
and  independence.  The  regal  and  facerdotal  cha- 
racters were  united  in  the  fucceflora  of  Mahomet  j 
-and  if  the  Koran  was  the  rule  of  their  aCtions,  they 
were  the  fupreme  judges  and  interpreters  of  that 
divine  book.  They  reigned  by  the  right  of  con- 
quelt  over  the  nations  of  the  Eaft,  to  whom  the 
name  of  liberty  was  unknown,  and  who  were  ac- 
cuftomed  to  applaud  in  their  tyrants  the  aCts  of 
violence  and  feverity  that  were  exerciied  at  their 
own  expence.  Under  the  laft  of  the  Ommiades, 
the  Arabian  empire  extended  two  hundred  days 
journey  from  eaft  to  weft,  from  the  confines  of 
Tartary  and  India  to  the  fhores  of  the  Atlantic  * 
ocean.  And  if  we  retrench  the  fleeve  of  the  robe, 
as  it  is  ftyled  by  their  writers,  the  long  and  narrow 
province  of  Africa,  the  folid  and  compact  domi- 
nion from  Fargana  to  Aden,  from  Tarfus  to  Surat, 
will  fpread  on  every  fide  to  the  meafure  of  four  or 
five  months  of  the  march  of  a caravan  t‘9.  We 
ftiould  vainly  feek  the  indifloluble  union  and  eafy 
obedience  that  pervaded  the  government  of  Au- 
guftus  and  the  Antonines;  but  the  progrefs  of  the 
Mahometan  religion  diffufed  over  this  ample  fpace 
a general  refemblance  of  manners  and  opinions. 

The  language  and  laws  of  die  Koran  were  ftudied 

See  the  article  EJlamiab  (as  we  fay  Chriftendoni),  in  the  Biblio- 
theqne  Orientale  (p.  3,5.).  This  chart  of  the  Mahometan  world  is 
ioited  by  the  autnor,  Ebn  Alwardi,  to  the  year  of  the  Hegira  383 
(A.  D.  9?;).  Since  that  time,  the  Ioffes  in  Spain  have  been  over- 
balanced by  the  conqueft*  in  India,  Tartary,  and  the  European 
Turkey. 
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with  equal  devotion  at  Samarcand  and  Seville : the 
Moor  and  the  Indian  embraced  as  countrymen  and 
brothers  in  the  pilgrimage  of  Mecca;  and  the 
Arabian  language  was  adopted  as  the  popular 
idiom  in  all  the  provinces  to  the  weftward  of  the 
Tigris’ 


, a 20 


**°  The  Arabic  of  the  Koran  is  taught  as  a dead  language  in  the 
college  of  Mecca.  By  the  Danilh  traveller,  this  ancient  idiom  is 
compared  to  the  Latin  ; the  vulgar  tongue  of  Hejaz  and  Yemen  to 
the  Italian;  and  the  Arabian  dialefts  of  Syria,  Egypt,  Africa,  &c.  to 
the  Provencal,  Spanilh,  and  Portuguele  (Niebuhr,  Defcription  de 
1’ Arabic,  p.  74,  &c.). 
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